apology socrates

apology socrates refers to one of the most significant works of ancient philosophy, capturing the
defense speech of the classical Greek philosopher Socrates during his trial in Athens. This text,
authored by Plato, presents the arguments Socrates used to counter the charges of corrupting the
youth and impiety. Exploring the apology of Socrates offers insight into his philosophical methods,
beliefs, and the historical context surrounding his prosecution. The speech is not an apology in the
modern sense of expressing regret but rather a robust defense of his life's work and principles. This
article delves into the historical background of the trial, the key themes and arguments in Socrates’
apology, and its lasting impact on philosophy and Western thought. Understanding apology Socrates
provides valuable perspective on the nature of justice, ethics, and the role of the philosopher in
society.
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Historical Context of Socrates’ Trial

The trial of Socrates took place in 399 BCE in Athens, a period marked by political instability and
social upheaval. Socrates faced accusations of corrupting the youth and impiety, specifically not
recognizing the gods of the city and introducing new deities. These charges reflected broader
tensions within Athenian society following the Peloponnesian War and the fall of the Thirty Tyrants.
Socrates’ association with several controversial figures, such as Alcibiades and Critias, intensified
suspicion against him. The democratic government sought to reaffirm its authority, and Socrates
became a scapegoat for societal anxieties. Understanding this background is essential to grasp why
the apology Socrates delivered was both a defense and a critique of Athenian values.

The Political Climate of Athens

Athens was recovering from a devastating defeat by Sparta, and its democracy was fragile. The fear
of subversion and the desire to restore order influenced the harshness of the charges against
Socrates. His practice of questioning established norms and prominent Athenians threatened the
status quo.



Charges Against Socrates

The formal accusations were impiety and corrupting the youth. Impiety referred to not honoring the
city’s gods and introducing foreign deities, while corrupting the youth implied that Socrates' teachings
led young Athenians astray from traditional values and loyalty to the polis.

Key Themes in the Apology of Socrates

The apology Socrates presents is rich with philosophical themes that reveal his worldview and
defense rationale. Central themes include the pursuit of truth, the unexamined life, the role of the
philosopher, and the nature of wisdom. These ideas form the foundation of Socratic philosophy and
continue to resonate in the study of ethics and epistemology.

The Pursuit of Truth

Socrates emphasizes his commitment to seeking truth above all else. He portrays himself as a gadfly,
stirring the state to self-examination and intellectual awakening. This relentless quest for truth is
presented as a public service rather than a threat.

The Unexamined Life

One of the most famous statements from the apology Socrates is that “the unexamined life is not
worth living.” This underscores the importance of self-reflection and philosophical inquiry as essential
to human flourishing and moral integrity.

The Role of the Philosopher

Socrates defines the philosopher’s role as challenging complacency and ignorance. He argues that his
questioning exposes false wisdom and encourages virtue, even if it provokes hostility.

Socrates’ Defense Strategies

In the apology, Socrates employs various rhetorical and logical techniques to defend himself. His
approach is characterized by irony, questioning, and a refusal to appeal to pity or popular opinion.
Instead, he presents a reasoned argument grounded in his principles and integrity.

Refuting the Accusations

Socrates systematically addresses the charges, questioning the validity and evidence behind them.
He challenges his accusers to provide proof of corruption and impiety, highlighting inconsistencies
and prejudices in their claims.



Irony and Socratic Method

Throughout the speech, Socrates uses irony by professing ignorance and prompting others to reveal
their lack of knowledge. This method exposes the superficial understanding of those who accuse him
and reinforces his philosophical stance.

Acceptance of Death

Socrates openly accepts the possibility of death, arguing that fearing death is irrational since no one
knows what lies beyond. His calm acceptance serves as a moral example and a testament to his
dedication to truth and virtue.

Philosophical Significance of the Apology

The apology Socrates delivers is foundational to Western philosophy, exemplifying the commitment to
reasoned discourse and ethical living. It highlights the tension between individual conscience and
societal norms, raising enduring questions about justice and moral responsibility.

Ethics and Moral Integrity

Socrates models ethical behavior by standing firm in his beliefs despite the threat of death. His
apology illustrates the primacy of moral integrity over social acceptance or personal safety.

Dialectic and Critical Thinking

The apology showcases the dialectical method, encouraging critical examination of beliefs and
assumptions. This approach underpins much of philosophical inquiry and education.

Justice and the Law

Socrates’ trial raises important questions about the relationship between justice and law. He
challenges the Athenian legal system by distinguishing between legal guilt and moral guilt,
emphasizing the higher pursuit of justice.

Legacy and Influence of Socrates’ Apology

The apology Socrates delivered has left a profound legacy in philosophy, literature, and education. It
continues to inspire discussions on ethics, civil disobedience, and the role of intellectual inquiry in
society. Socrates’ unwavering stance encourages individuals to prioritize truth and virtue over
conformity.



Impact on Western Philosophy

The apology laid the groundwork for subsequent philosophical developments, influencing thinkers
such as Plato, Aristotle, and countless others throughout history. It established the model of
philosophical defense and the examination of fundamental human values.

Inspiration for Civil Disobedience

Socrates’ refusal to abandon his principles despite legal condemnation has inspired movements
advocating for justice and moral courage in the face of unjust authority.

Educational Importance

The themes and methods exemplified in the apology remain central to modern education,
emphasizing critical thinking, ethical reflection, and the pursuit of knowledge.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Apology’' by Socrates?

'‘Apology' is a Socratic dialogue written by Plato that presents the speech of legal self-defense which
Socrates delivered at his trial in 399 BC.

Why was Socrates put on trial as depicted in 'Apology'?

Socrates was put on trial for impiety, specifically for not believing in the gods of the state, and for
corrupting the youth of Athens with his teachings.

What is the main argument Socrates makes in his defense in
'‘Apology'?

Socrates argues that he has been a benefactor to the city by encouraging critical thinking and



questioning, and that he is not guilty of the charges against him.

How does Socrates view death in the 'Apology'?

Socrates views death as either a peaceful nothingness or a transition to another life where he can
meet and question great figures, and therefore he does not fear it.

What role does the Oracle of Delphi play in Socrates'
'‘Apology'?

The Oracle of Delphi reportedly proclaimed Socrates the wisest man, which led Socrates to
investigate this claim and realize that his wisdom lay in recognizing his own ignorance.

How does Socrates respond to the accusations against him in
the 'Apology'?

Socrates denies the accusations, challenges his accusers, and maintains his commitment to seeking
truth and wisdom rather than conforming to popular opinion.

What is the significance of 'Apology' in philosophy?

The 'Apology' is significant as it encapsulates Socratic philosophy, especially the importance of
questioning, ethics, and integrity in the pursuit of knowledge.

Does Socrates apologize or express regret in the 'Apology'?

Despite the title, Socrates does not apologize in the modern sense; instead, he defends his actions
and philosophy, showing no regret for his way of life.

What was the outcome of Socrates' trial as described in
'‘Apology'?

Socrates was found guilty by the jury and sentenced to death by drinking poison hemlock.

Additional Resources

1. Apology by Plato

This classic text presents Socrates' defense speech during his trial in Athens. It offers insight into his
philosophy, his views on wisdom, and his unwavering commitment to seeking truth. The dialogue
captures the tension between Socrates and his accusers, providing a foundational work for
understanding Western philosophy.

2. Socrates: A Very Short Introduction by C.C.W. Taylor

This concise book explores the life and ideas of Socrates, including an analysis of the Apology. Taylor
examines Socrates' method of questioning and his ethical teachings, placing his trial and defense in
historical context. It is an accessible introduction for readers new to Socratic philosophy.



3. The Trial and Death of Socrates by Plato

This volume includes not only the Apology but also Crito, Phaedo, and other dialogues related to
Socrates' final days. It provides a comprehensive look at Socrates’ legal defense, his philosophical
arguments about justice and the soul, and his ultimate acceptance of death with dignity.

4. Socrates on Trial: A Play Based on Plato’s Apology by Andrew David Irvine

A dramatized version of Socrates’ defense speech, this play brings the Apology to life for modern
audiences. Irvine captures the spirit of Socrates’ arguments and his charismatic personality, making
the philosophical themes more approachable and engaging.

5. The Philosophy of Socrates by Gregory Vlastos

Vlastos offers a detailed examination of Socratic philosophy, including a thorough interpretation of the
Apology. The book delves into Socrates’ ethical ideas, his method of inquiry, and the significance of
his trial. It is a valuable resource for students and scholars interested in Socratic thought.

6. Socrates: Ironist and Moral Philosopher by Gregory Vlastos

This book focuses on Socrates’ use of irony and his moral philosophy, with attention given to the
Apology as a key text. Vlastos analyzes how Socrates challenges conventional wisdom and his
approach to ethical questions. The work highlights Socrates’ enduring influence on moral philosophy.

7. The Ethics of Socrates: An Interpretation of the Apology by Hugh H. Benson

Benson explores the ethical dimensions of Socrates’ defense speech, emphasizing his commitment to
virtue and moral integrity. The book interprets Socrates’ arguments in the Apology as a profound
statement on the nature of ethical living. It offers readers a deeper understanding of Socratic ethics.

8. Socrates in the Apology: Ancient and Modern Interpretations by Richard Kraut

This collection analyzes various interpretations of Socrates’ Apology from antiquity to contemporary
scholarship. Kraut presents differing views on Socrates’ intentions, his philosophical method, and the
implications of his trial. The book is ideal for those interested in the evolving reception of Socratic
thought.

9. Plato’s Apology of Socrates: An Introduction by C.D.C. Reeve

Reeve provides a clear and accessible introduction to the Apology, highlighting its philosophical and
historical significance. The book guides readers through Socrates’ arguments and the context of his
trial. It is designed to help students appreciate the enduring importance of this seminal text.
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commentary on Plato’s canonical work is designed to accommodate the needs of students in
intermediate-level Greek classes, where they typically encounter the Apology for the first time. Paul
Allen Miller and Charles Platter, two highly respected classicists and veteran instructors, present
the Apology in its traditional thirty-three-chapter structure. They amplify the text with running
commentary and glosses of unfamiliar words at the bottom of each page; brief chapter introductions
to relevant philosophical, historical, and rhetorical issues; and a separate series of
thought-provoking essays, one on each chapter. The essays can serve as bases for class discussions
or as starting points for paper topics or general reflection. By integrating background material into
the text at regular intervals rather than front-loading it in a lengthy initial overview or burying it in
back-of-the-book endnotes, the authors offer students a rich encounter with the text. Their
commentary incorporates the latest research on both the trial of Socrates and Plato’s version of it,
and it engages major philosophical issues from a contemporary perspective. This book is not only a
much-needed aid for students of Greek. It is also the basis of a complete course on the Apology.

apology socrates: Apology Plato, 2002-12-12 Apology (The Apology of Socrates) is a Socratic
dialog which presents legal self-defense.

apology socrates: Socrates in the Apology C. D. C. Reeve, 1989-01-01 Reeve's book is an
excellent companion to Plato's Apology and a valuable discussion of many of the main issues that
arise in the early dialogues. Reeve is an extremely careful reader of texts, and his familiarity with
the legal and cultural background of Socrates' trial allows him to correct many common
misunderstandings of that event. In addition, he integrates his reading of the apology with a
sophisticated discussion of Socrates' philosophy. The writing is clear and succinct, and the research
is informed by a thorough acquaintance with the secondary literature. Reeve's book will be
accessible to any serious undergraduate, but it is also a work that will have to be taken into account
by every scholar doing advanced research on Socrates. --Richard Kraut, Northwestern University

apology socrates: The Apology of Socrates Plato, 1901

apology socrates: The Apology of Socrates Plato, 2021-01-08 The Apology of Socrates was
written by Plato. In fact, it’s a defensive speech of Socrates that he said in a court noted down by
Plato. The main subject of the speech is a problem of the evil. Socrates insists that neither death nor
death sentence is evil. We shouldn’t be afraid of the death because we don’t know anything about it.
Socrates proved that the death shouldn’t be taken as the evil with the following dilemma: the death
is either a peace or a transit from this life to the next. Both can’t be called evil. Consequently, the
death shouldn’t be treated as evil.

apology socrates: The Final Days of Socrates Plato, 2011-01-01 The Final Days of Socrates is a
book of four dialogues by Plato-Euthyphro, Apology, Crito, and Phaedo-centering, as most of Plato's
dialogues do, around Socrates. These four dialogues cover the time leading up to Socrates' trial and
through his death and depiction of the afterlife. Euthyphro concerns Socrates and Euthyphro, a
known so-called religious expert, as they try to determine a definition for piety. Apology is Plato's
version of Socrates' speech as he defends himself against the criminal charges of corrupting the
youth and not believing in the same deities as the state. The Crito is a dialogue between Socrates
and a friend about justice, injustice, and the reaction to injustice. Finally Phaedo, one of Plato's most
famous Socratic dialogues, depicts the death of Socrates and his argument for the existence of an
afterlife. All four works are also included in the Cosimo omnibus editions of The Works of Plato. One
of the greatest Western philosophers who ever lived, PLATO (c. 428-347 B.C.) was a student of
Socrates and teacher of Aristotle. Plato was greatly influenced by Socrates' teachings, often using
him as a character in scripts and plays (Socratic dialogues), which he used to demonstrate
philosophical ideas. Plato's dialogues were and still are used to teach a wide range of subjects,
including politics, mathematics, rhetoric, logic, and, naturally, philosophy.

apology socrates: Readings of Plato's Apology of Socrates Oda E. Wiese Tvedt, Vivil Valvik
Haraldsen, Olof Pettersson, 2017-12-28 In Plato’s Apology of Socrates we see a philosopher in
collision with his society—a society he nonetheless claims to have benefited through his philosophic
activity. It has often been asked why democratic Athens condemned a philosopher of Socrates'



character to death. This anthology examines the contribution made by Plato’s Apology of Socrates to
our understanding of the character of Socrates as well as of the conception of philosophy Plato
attributes to him. The 11 chapters offer complementary readings of the Apology, which through their
different approaches demonstrate the richness of this Platonic work as well as the various layers
that can be discerned in its presentation of Socrates. While the contributions display variety in both
topics and angles, they also share common features: An awareness of the importance of the literary
aspects of Plato’s courtroom drama, as well as a readiness to take into consideration the historical
context of the work. Thereby they provide contributions to a manifold understanding of the aims and
impact of the work, without losing sight of the philosophical questions that are raised by Socrates’
confrontational and unrepentant defense speech. Allowing the character of Socrates to take center
stage, the chapters of this volume examine the philosopher in relation to ethics, and to politics and
democracy, as well as to the ideology, religion, and virtue shared by the Athenians. Readers will also
find reflections on classical Platonic subjects such as the nature of Socratic philosophical inquiry and
of philosophy itself, as well as on the notoriously ambiguous relationships between philosophy,
sophistry and rhetoric, and their several relationships to truth and justice. The anthology emphasizes
and explores the equivocal and sometimes problematic aspects of Socrates as Plato presents him in
the Apology, illuminating why the Athenians let the verdict fall as they did, while drawing out
problematic features of Athenian society and its reaction to Socrates’ philosophic activity, thereby
encouraging reflection on the role philosophy can play in our modern societies.

apology socrates: Readings of Plato's Apology of Socrates Oda E. Wiese Tvedt, Vivil Valvik
Haraldsen, Olof Pettersson, 2017-12-28 In Plato’s Apology of Socrates we see a philosopher in
collision with his society—a society he nonetheless claims to have benefited through his philosophic
activity. It has often been asked why democratic Athens condemned a philosopher of Socrates'
character to death. This anthology examines the contribution made by Plato’s Apology of Socrates to
our understanding of the character of Socrates as well as of the conception of philosophy Plato
attributes to him. The 11 chapters offer complementary readings of the Apology, which through their
different approaches demonstrate the richness of this Platonic work as well as the various layers
that can be discerned in its presentation of Socrates. While the contributions display variety in both
topics and angles, they also share common features: An awareness of the importance of the literary
aspects of Plato’s courtroom drama, as well as a readiness to take into consideration the historical
context of the work. Thereby they provide contributions to a manifold understanding of the aims and
impact of the work, without losing sight of the philosophical questions that are raised by Socrates’
confrontational and unrepentant defense speech. Allowing the character of Socrates to take center
stage, the chapters of this volume examine the philosopher in relation to ethics, and to politics and
democracy, as well as to the ideology, religion, and virtue shared by the Athenians. Readers will also
find reflections on classical Platonic subjects such as the nature of Socratic philosophical inquiry and
of philosophy itself, as well as on the notoriously ambiguous relationships between philosophy,
sophistry and rhetoric, and their several relationships to truth and justice. The anthology emphasizes
and explores the equivocal and sometimes problematic aspects of Socrates as Plato presents him in
the Apology, illuminating why the Athenians let the verdict fall as they did, while drawing out
problematic features of Athenian society and its reaction to Socrates’ philosophic activity, thereby
encouraging reflection on the role philosophy can play in our modern societies.

apology socrates: Apology, Crito, and Phaedo of Socrates Plato, 2013-01-22 Apology, Crito,
and Phaedo of Socrates is a work by Plato now brought to you in this new edition of the timeless
classic.

apology socrates: Apology Plato, 2016-06-05 The Apology is Plato's version of the speech given
by Socrates as he defended himself in 399 BC against the charges of corrupting the young, and by
not believing in the gods in whom the city believes, but in other daimonia that are novel. Apology
here has its earlier meaning (now usually expressed by the word apologia) of speaking in defense of
a cause or of one's beliefs or actions. The general term apology, in context to literature, defends a
world from attack (opposite of satire-which attacks the world). Apology is often ranked one of Plato's



finest works. The dialogue, which depicts the death of Socrates, is among the four through which
Plato details the philosopher's final days, along with Euthyphro, Phaedo, and Crito.

apology socrates: Plato's Apology of Socrates S.R. Slings, 2018-07-17 There have been many
recent studies on the Apology. This book differs from them in that it attempts a synthesis of
philosophical and literary approaches. A great deal of attention is paid to the philosophical and
religious views that are present—often implicitly—in the text; they are much closer to the philosophy
of Plato's main works than is usually assumed. But the Apology is also analysed as a rhetorical text:
its close relationship with fourth-century rhetorical theory and practice is highlighted. The analyses
of the various parts of the speech are followed by a detailed line-by-line commentary. The work was
started by E. de Strycker, S.].; after his death, it was revised and completed by S.R. Slings.

apology socrates: The Trial and Death of Socrates (Third Edition) Plato, George Maximilian
Anthony Grube, John Madison Cooper, 2000-01-01 This third edition of 'The Trial and Death of
Socrates' presents G. M. A. Grube's distinguished translations, as revised by John Cooper for 'Plato,
Complete Works'. A number of new or expanded footnotes are also included along with a Select
Bibliography. John M. Cooper is Stuart Professor of Philosophy, Princeton University.

apology socrates: Apology (Annotated) Plato, 2015-10-19 In what relation the Apology of Plato
stands to the real defence of Socrates, there are no means of determining. It certainly agrees in tone
and character with the description of Xenophon, who says in the Memorabilia that Socrates might
have been acquitted 'if in any moderate degree he would have conciliated the favour of the dicasts;'
and who informs us in another passage, on the testimony of Hermogenes, the friend of Socrates, that
he had no wish to live; and that the divine sign refused to allow him to prepare a defence, and also
that Socrates himself declared this to be unnecessary, on the ground that all his life long he had
been preparing against that hour.

apology socrates: The Apology Plato, Benjamin Jowett, 2014-09-08 - Translated with an
introduction by Benjamin Jowett. The Apology is Plato's version of the speech given by Socrates as
he defended himself in 399 BC against the charges of corrupting the young, and by not believing in
the gods in whom the city believes, but in other daimonia that are novel (24b). Apology here has its
earlier meaning (now usually expressed by the word apologia) of speaking in defense of a cause or of
one's beliefs or actions. The general term apology, in context to literature, defends a world from
attack (opposite of satire-which attacks the world). Xenophon, who wrote his own Apology of
Socrates, indicates that a number of writers had published accounts of Socrates' defense. According
to one prominent scholar, Writing designed to clear Socrates' name was doubtless a particular
feature of the decade or so following 399 BC. Many scholars guess that Plato's Apology was one of
the first, if not the very first, dialogues Plato wrote, though there is little if any evidence. Plato's
Apology is commonly regarded as the most reliable source of information about the historical
Socrates. Except for two brief exchanges with Meletus (at 24d-25d and 26b-27d), where the
monologue becomes a dialogue, the text is written in the first person from Socrates' point of view, as
though it were Socrates' actual speech at the trial. During the course of the speech, Socrates twice
mentions Plato as being present (at 34a and 38b). There is, however, no real way of knowing how
closely Socrates' words in the Apology match those of Socrates at the actual trial, even if it was
Plato's intention to be accurate in this respect. One contemporary criticism of Plato's Apology is
perhaps implied by the opening paragraphs of Xenophon's Apology, assuming that the former
antedated the latter; Xenophon remarks that previous writers had failed to make clear the reason for
Socrates' boastful talk in the face of the death penalty. Xenophon's account disagrees in some other
respects with the details of Plato's Apology, but he nowhere explicitly claims it to be inaccurate.

apology socrates: Apology Plato, 2014-03-22 The Apology begins with Socrates saying he does
not know if the men of Athens (his jury) have been persuaded by his accusers. This first sentence is
crucial to the theme of the entire speech. Indeed, in the Apology Socrates will suggest that
philosophy begins with a sincere admission of ignorance; he later clarifies this, dramatically stating
that whatever wisdom he has, comes from his knowledge that he knows nothing (23b, 29b). Socrates
imitates, parodies, and even corrects the Orators by asking the jury to judge him not by his



oratorical skills, but by the truth (cf. Lysias XIX 1,2,3, Isaeus X 1, Isocrates XV 79, Aeschines II 24).
Socrates says he will not use ornate words and phrases that are carefully arranged, but will speak
using the expressions that come into his head. He says he will use the same way of speaking that he
is heard using at the agora and the money tables. In spite of his disclaimers, Socrates proves to be a
master orator who is not only eloquent and persuasive, but even wise. This is how he corrects the
Orators, showing what they should have been doing all along, speaking the truth persuasively with
wisdom. The speech does not succeed in winning him acquittal. Socrates is condemned to death.

apology socrates: Apology, Crito and Phaedo of Socrates Plato, 2018-10-14 This work has
been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and
republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an
easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

apology socrates: The Ironic Defense of Socrates David M. Leibowitz, 2010-07-12 This book
offers a controversial interpretation of Plato's Apology of Socrates. By paying unusually close
attention to what Socrates indicates about the meaning and extent of his irony, David Leibowitz
arrives at unconventional conclusions about Socrates' teaching on virtue, politics, and the gods; the
significance of his famous turn from natural philosophy to political philosophy; and the purpose of
his insolent 'defense speech'. Leibowitz shows that Socrates is not just a colorful and quirky figure
from the distant past but an unrivaled guide to the good life - the thoughtful life - who is as relevant
today as in ancient Athens. On the basis of his unconventional understanding of the dialogue as a
whole, and of the Delphic oracle story in particular, Leibowitz shows that the Apology is the key to
the Platonic corpus, indicating how many of the disparate themes and apparently contradictory
conclusions of the other dialogues fit together.

apology socrates: Plato: The Apology of Socrates and Xenophon: The Apology of Socrates Plato,
Xenophon, 2019-04-18 In 399 BC Socrates was prosecuted, convicted, sentenced to death and
executed. These events were the culmination of a long philosophical career, a career in which,
without writing a word, he established himself as the figure whom all philosophers of the next few
generations wished to follow. The Apologies (or Defence Speeches) by Plato and Xenophon are rival
accounts of how, at his trial, Socrates defended himself and his philosophy. This edition brings
together both Apologies within a single volume. The commentary answers literary, linguistic and
philosophical questions in a way that is suitable for readers of all levels, helping teachers and
students engage more closely with the Greek texts. The introduction examines Socrates himself, the
literature generated by his trial, Athenian legal procedures, his guilt or innocence of the crimes for
which he was executed, and the rivalry between Xenophon and Plato.

apology socrates: Socrates Plato, 1903

apology socrates: The Apology Xenophon, 2014-05-01 One of the greatest and most influential
thinkers in human history, Greek philosopher Socrates was ultimately sentenced to death after being
convicted of impiety and corrupting the minds of Athens' youth. However, rather than shirking his
death sentence, Socrates emphatically embraced it. In The Apology, Socrates' student Xenophon
explains why his prominent teacher chose what some would consider an ignominious end.
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