
antique fishing lures value

antique fishing lures value is a topic of great interest among collectors,
anglers, and investors alike. Understanding the worth of vintage fishing
lures involves examining factors such as age, rarity, manufacturer,
condition, and historical significance. These collectible items offer a
glimpse into the evolution of fishing tackle and craftsmanship over the
decades. For enthusiasts seeking to appraise or trade antique fishing lures,
knowing how to identify valuable pieces is essential. This article delves
into the key elements that influence antique fishing lures value, explores
notable brands and types, and provides guidance on assessing and preserving
these collectibles. Additionally, insights into market trends and tips for
buying and selling will help readers navigate this specialized field with
confidence.
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Factors Influencing Antique Fishing Lures Value
The value of antique fishing lures depends on various critical factors that
collectors evaluate carefully. Recognizing these can help in properly
appraising and understanding the market worth of these items.

Age and Historical Significance
Older fishing lures, especially those dating back to the late 19th and early
20th centuries, often command higher values due to their rarity and
historical importance. Lures from pioneering periods in fishing tackle
development are particularly prized by collectors.

Rarity and Production Numbers
The scarcity of a particular lure model significantly affects its value.
Limited production runs or discontinued designs are more sought-after, as
they are harder to find in the market. Collectors prioritize rarer items that



complete their collections or represent unique craftsmanship.

Manufacturer Reputation
Certain manufacturers are renowned for quality and innovation, enhancing the
desirability of their lures. Well-known brands with a legacy in fishing lure
production typically have higher value antiques compared to lesser-known
makers.

Condition and Originality
The physical state of an antique fishing lure plays a crucial role in its
valuation. Lures that retain their original paint, hardware, and hooks
without significant damage or repairs tend to be more valuable. Collectors
often seek items with minimal rust, intact finishes, and functional parts.

Provenance and Documentation
Having documented history or provenance can increase a lure's value,
especially if connected to notable anglers or specific fishing events.
Authenticity certificates or well-documented origins add credibility and
appeal to collectors.

Popular Antique Fishing Lure Manufacturers
Several manufacturers have become iconic in the world of antique fishing
lures, with their products highly coveted for both nostalgic and investment
purposes.

Heddon
Founded in the late 1800s, Heddon is one of the most famous names in antique
fishing lures. Their lures are known for innovative designs and quality
craftsmanship. Models like the Heddon Dowagiac and Zaragossa are particularly
valuable.

Creek Chub
Creek Chub Bait Company produced a wide array of lures starting in the early
1900s. Their hand-painted wooden lures and early crankbaits are collectible
items that often fetch high prices at auctions.



Shakespeare
Shakespeare contributed significantly to fishing tackle innovation, and their
antique lures are prized for their durability and design. Early models,
especially those with original packaging, are of considerable value.

Mepps
Mepps, known primarily for their spinners, developed collectible antique
lures that attract enthusiasts worldwide. Their early metal lures and
spinners with unique patinas are examples of sought-after pieces.

Types of Antique Fishing Lures and Their Values
The variety of antique fishing lures is vast, with different types appealing
to collectors based on design, intended use, and rarity.

Wooden Plugs
Wooden plugs, often hand-carved and painted, are some of the oldest lure
types. Their value is enhanced by craftsmanship, condition, and brand.
Certain models with intricate finishes or limited editions are highly prized.

Metal Spinners and Spoons
Metal spinners and spoons, especially early examples with unique designs or
rare materials, hold significant value. The weight, balance, and original
hooks affect desirability.

Surface Lures and Topwaters
Surface lures, including poppers and walkers, are sought after for their
action and vintage appeal. Antique topwaters from key manufacturers often
command premium prices.

Jigs and Soft Baits
Although less common in antique collections, early jigs and soft baits can
also have value when associated with notable makers or unique designs.



Assessing Condition and Authenticity
Proper evaluation of antique fishing lures requires attention to detail and
expertise to distinguish genuine items from reproductions or heavily restored
pieces.

Inspecting Physical Condition
Key aspects to inspect include paint integrity, hook originality, absence of
cracks or chips, and mechanical functionality for lures with moving parts.
Rust and corrosion can severely impact value.

Identifying Authentic Marks and Stamps
Many antique lures bear manufacturer stamps or patent numbers. Verifying
these markings helps confirm authenticity and production period, which is
vital for accurate valuation.

Beware of Restorations and Replicas
Restored lures may lose value if original parts are replaced or finishes are
repainted. Replicas or modern reproductions are common and typically worth
much less than authentic antiques.

Market Trends and Collecting Tips
The antique fishing lure market fluctuates with collector interest, economic
conditions, and new discoveries. Staying informed helps maximize value and
enjoyment.

Current Market Demand
Demand for antique fishing lures has grown due to increased interest in
vintage collectibles and sporting history. High-quality pieces from renowned
manufacturers consistently attract competitive bids.

Storage and Preservation
Proper storage in a controlled environment protects lures from deterioration.
Avoiding moisture, extreme temperatures, and direct sunlight preserves paint
and metal components.



Buying and Selling Strategies
Collectors benefit from thorough research, attending auctions, and networking
with experts. Selling through reputable channels often yields better prices,
especially when accompanied by provenance and condition reports.

Attend specialized antique fishing tackle shows

Consult price guides and collector catalogs

Join collector clubs and online forums

Request professional appraisals for high-value items

Frequently Asked Questions

What factors determine the value of antique fishing
lures?
The value of antique fishing lures is determined by factors such as rarity,
condition, brand or maker, age, material, and historical significance. Lures
that are well-preserved, made by renowned manufacturers, or have unique
designs tend to be more valuable.

How can I identify if my fishing lure is considered
an antique?
A fishing lure is generally considered antique if it is over 50 years old.
Identifying features include the type of materials used (such as early
plastics or wood), design styles from certain eras, manufacturer markings,
and provenance. Consulting reference guides or experts can help confirm its
age.

Are certain brands of antique fishing lures more
valuable than others?
Yes, certain brands such as Heddon, Creek Chub, Pflueger, and Shakespeare are
highly sought after by collectors and often fetch higher prices. Limited
edition or early models from these brands can significantly increase the
lure's value.



Where can I sell my antique fishing lures to get the
best value?
You can sell antique fishing lures through specialized auction houses, online
marketplaces like eBay, fishing and antique trade shows, or to private
collectors. Researching recent sale prices and selecting a platform that
attracts serious collectors will help you get the best value.

How does the condition of an antique fishing lure
affect its value?
Condition is one of the most critical factors affecting value. Lures with
original paint, intact hardware, minimal rust or damage, and working parts
are generally more valuable. Restored or heavily worn lures typically have
lower market value compared to those in excellent condition.

Additional Resources
1. Antique Fishing Lures: Identification & Value Guide
This comprehensive guide offers detailed descriptions and photographs of a
wide variety of antique fishing lures. It covers the history, makers, and
distinguishing features that help collectors identify authentic pieces. The
book also provides current market values, making it an essential resource for
both beginners and seasoned collectors.

2. The Collector’s Encyclopedia of Antique Fishing Lures
A definitive encyclopedia that catalogs thousands of antique fishing lures
from different eras and manufacturers. It provides historical context,
manufacturing details, and value estimates based on recent auction results.
The book is praised for its thorough research and clear organization, making
it easy for readers to navigate.

3. Vintage Fishing Lures: History, Identification & Price Guide
This book delves into the evolution of fishing lures over the past century,
highlighting key innovations and styles. It features high-quality images and
identification tips to help collectors distinguish between rare and common
pieces. Price guides are updated to reflect current market trends, assisting
collectors in appraising their collections.

4. The Art of Antique Fishing Lure Collecting
Focusing not only on value but also on the craftsmanship and artistry of
antique fishing lures, this book explores the unique designs and materials
used by early manufacturers. It includes interviews with expert collectors
and tips on preserving and displaying your collection. The book emphasizes
the cultural significance of these collectibles.

5. Old Fishing Lures & Tackle: Identification and Value Guide
A practical guide that covers a broad range of fishing tackle with a strong



focus on antique lures. It offers detailed identification tips, historical
background, and market values. The book is particularly useful for collectors
looking to expand their knowledge beyond just lures to include related
fishing equipment.

6. Collecting Antique Fishing Lures: A Price & Identification Guide
This guide provides an easy-to-use format for identifying and valuing antique
fishing lures, featuring hundreds of color photos and detailed descriptions.
It covers popular manufacturers, rare finds, and common fakes to watch out
for. The price guide is updated regularly to reflect auction and dealer
prices.

7. American Fishing Lures: Identification & Value Guide
Specializing in American-made fishing lures, this book traces the history of
lure manufacturing in the United States. It highlights major brands and
regional variations, providing identification tips and pricing information.
The book is ideal for collectors interested in the American fishing lure
market.

8. Classic Fishing Lures: Identification and Value Guide
This book focuses on classic designs that have stood the test of time,
offering collectors insights into the most sought-after antique fishing
lures. It includes detailed photographs, historical notes, and current value
assessments. The guide is suitable for both novice and experienced
collectors.

9. Fishing Lures of the Past: A Collector’s Guide to Antique Lures
Offering a nostalgic look at fishing lures from the early 20th century, this
book combines historical anecdotes with practical collecting advice. It
provides detailed identification keys and value guides for a wide range of
antique lures. The book also discusses the impact of fishing culture on lure
design and popularity.
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  antique fishing lures value: Fishing Lure Collectibles Dudley Murphy, Rick Edmisten, 1995
Progressing from simple implements of bone, stone and wood to the elaborately feathered flies of
the Victorian era, antique fishing lures are now sought as highly prized collectibles. Featuring over
1,000 color reproductions, as well as descriptions and current values of lures, this exciting new
guide will meet the needs of lure collectors and fishing enthusiasts alike.
  antique fishing lures value: Old Fishing Lures & Tackle Carl F. Luckey, 2010-11-09 The
long-awaited 8th edition of Old Fishing Lures & Tackle -the bible for lures collectors- has been
thoroughly updated, combining the time-honored research of the late Carl F. Luckey with essential
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updates from author Russell E. Lewis. It now features: • More than 2,000 photos include hundreds
of new lures. • Among the 5,000 listings is fresh information on related categories like rods, reels,
creels and ephemera. • A new section on recent sales charts the continued strength of the hobby
based on solid auction results. This book continues to be a must-have resource for any serious
collector.-Recommended by AntiqueFishingLures.com
  antique fishing lures value: Collectible Fishing Lures Russell E Lewis, 2008-11-06 Get
hooked on one of the oldest of all collecting hobbies with this go-to-guide of fishing lures. A great
pick-up-to-peruse type of book, built for toting to shows and antique shops, this lure reference aids
you in your effort to accurately identify, price and better understand the history behind vintage and
modern lures from 31 manufactures, starting with the Big Six (Heddon, PawPaw, Creek Chub,
Plueger, Shakespeare and South Bend).
  antique fishing lures value: The Fishing Lure Collector's Bible Richard L. Streater, Rick
Edmisten, Dudley Murphy, 1999 There are more than 1,800 lures presented from many
manufacturers with heavy emphasis on Creek Chub Bait Co., Heddon, South Bend, Shakespeare, and
Pflueger. In addition to the many illustrations presented by company, there are a complete index,
tips on displaying your collection, and other collecting trivia. Every illustrated lure has complete
descriptions, and a price range to reflect todays exciting collecting trends.
  antique fishing lures value: Old Fishing Lures and Tackle Carl F. Luckey, 1986
  antique fishing lures value: Classic Fishing Lures Russell Lewis, 2005-02-12 Covering the
collectible lures of the six most popular lure manufacturers in North America - Heddon, South Bend,
Paw Paw, Pflueger, Creek Chub and Shakespeare, this full-color book is the most comprehensive
identification and price guide available! This book features a history of each manufactures, with
nearly 2,000 listings of the most collectible lures on the market, complete with up-to-date pricing
and a brilliant color photos. No collector will want to be without this glorious tribute to the fishing
lures of yesterday.
  antique fishing lures value: A Collector's Identification and Value Guide for Popular Antique
Fishing Lures of the 1930's and 1940's J. L. Smith, 1986
  antique fishing lures value: Antiques Roadshow Collectibles Carol Prisant, 2003-01-01
Offers tips on identifying, collecting, and caring for furniture, photographs, posters and illustration
art, costume jewelry and wristwatches, dolls, toys, advertising and sports memorabilia, and glass
and pottery.
  antique fishing lures value: Field & Stream , 2004-03 FIELD & STREAM, America’s largest
outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.
  antique fishing lures value: The Encyclodpedia of Old Fishing Lures Robert A. Slade, 2011-05
Robert A. Slade, after collecting old fishing tackle since 1958 and contributing articles on old fishing
lures for a collector magazine for several years started researching and writing books in the 1990's.
He published the HISTORY & COLLECTIBLE FISHING TACKLE OF WISCONSIN in 1999 which sold
4,500 copies. Bob realized that even though there have been many books published on the subject of
old fishing lures that few books covered any detailed history on the old lure makers. His latest book
writing project was nine years in the making and covers over 100 years of lure making history
starting in 1875 and covers over 2,500 lures makers throughout all of North America. THE
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FISHING LURES MADE IN NORTH AMERICA is the first publication with
extensive history and patent information on old lure makers and the first to include extensive
coverage on Canadian lure makers. The author traveled to 11 states and 3 Candian Providences
visting collectors homes, newspaper archives, museums and other sources and has taken over
10,000 pictures in preparing the historical stories for these books. The set of books arranges for the
individual and company lures makers to appear in alphabetical order. People purchasing these books
can buy any one single book, a whole set, or even a book a month if they desire as the books will be
printed and shipped on demand. Each book has over 400 pages of text, pictures and collector values



with each book containing a table of contents and index as well as a master index for the complete
set of books.
  antique fishing lures value: The Reel Deal: A Collector's Guide to Vintage Fishing
Equipment Pasquale De Marco, 2025-04-30 Discover the fascinating world of vintage fishing
equipment in this comprehensive guide. From antique fishing reels and rods to classic lures and
tackle, this book delves into the rich history, value, and identification of these treasured pieces.
Whether you're a seasoned collector or just starting to explore the world of vintage fishing gear, this
book is the perfect resource. With detailed descriptions and captivating anecdotes, this book takes
you on a journey through time, introducing you to the different types of vintage fishing equipment
and providing tips on how to identify and evaluate their value. You'll also learn about the best places
to find vintage fishing equipment and how to properly care for and restore these valuable items.
Inside, you'll find chapters dedicated to: * The history of vintage fishing equipment * The different
types of vintage fishing reels, rods, lures, and tackle * How to identify and evaluate the value of
vintage fishing equipment * Where to find vintage fishing equipment * How to care for and restore
vintage fishing equipment Whether you're looking to add to your collection, learn more about the
history of fishing, or simply appreciate the beauty of these classic pieces, this book is sure to
captivate and inform. With its comprehensive coverage and engaging writing style, this book is the
ultimate guide to vintage fishing equipment. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  antique fishing lures value: The Antique Lover's Mysteries Deborah Morgan, 2022-10-27
Now available in one volume, the first three books of the Antique Lover's Mysteries! DEATH IS A
CABARET Since Jeff Talbot left the FBI, he's been investigating yard sales as a professional antiques
picker. From furniture to books, from old clothes to broken toys, nothing escapes his keen eye for
appraisal. But there is one item that he always keeps his knowing eyes particularly peeled to find: a
one-of-a-kind French cabaret set commissioned by Napoleon for his love, Josephine. It is an item any
collector would kill for... So when it's about to be auctioned off — and rival collectors start turning
up dead — there are plenty of suspects to choose from. Suddenly Jeff finds himself polishing up his
old crime-solving skills as the search for a cabaret set becomes the search for a killer. But can he
pick out the right clues before the killer adds him to the collection of dead bodies? THE WEEDLESS
WIDOW Jeff Talbot is joining his fishing buddies for their annual trip. He is also trying to coordinate
the listing and transportation of his latest haul of antiques. When he arrives at the Northwest
Territory Bait and Tackle shop for supplies, he joins his fishing friend, the Judge. Together they find
their friend and shop owner, Bill Rhodes murdered. Throughout the fishing trip weekend, Jeff finds
himself assisting the local sheriff's department in the investigation. While helping the local law
enforcement, Jeff forwards pertinent data to his home computer. When he returns home from his
fishing trip, he finds Sheila, his agoraphobic wife, missing. Using former FBI resources, friends and
Seattle's police, the search for Sheila Talbot begins. As Jeff searches, he finds her disappearance
clearly linked to the murder. THE MARRIAGE CASKET Antiques picker and ex-FBI agent Jeff Talbot
figured he was about to make a killing when Nathan Rose offered him all the antiques in his newly
deceased aunt's house dirt cheap. What Jeff hadn't bargained for, however, was the bloodstain
beneath one of the old pack rat's priceless rugs, indicating that the death of Verena Rose was no
accident. But unlike the police, Jeff doesn't think that nephew Nathan is the culprit. Convinced the
answer lies somewhere in the old woman's cluttered house, Jeff starts rummaging and unearths an
antique marriage casket crammed with old letters. Reading through these, he discovers the old
woman had more than her share of secrets. But now Jeff must determine who hated or feared her
enough to commit murder... before he winds up in a casket himself.
  antique fishing lures value: The Official Price Guide to Country Antiques and Collectibles ,
1999
  antique fishing lures value: The Encyclopedia of Old Fishing Lures Robert A. Slade,
2011-05-10 Robert A. Slade, after collecting old fishing tackle since 1958 and contributing articles
on old fishing lures for a collector magazine for several years started researching and writing books
in the 1990's. He published the HISTORY & COLLECTIBLE FISHING TACKLE OF WISCONSIN in



1999 which sold 4,500 copies. Bob realized that even though there have been many books published
on the subject of old fishing lures that few books covered any detailed history on the old lure
makers. His latest book writing project was nine years in the making and covers over 100 years of
lure making history starting in 1875 and covers over 2,500 lures makers throughout all of North
America. THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FISHING LURES MADE IN NORTH AMERICA is the first
publication with extensive history and patent information on old lure makers and the first to include
extensive coverage on Canadian lure makers. The author traveled to 11 states and 3 Candian
Providences visting collectors homes, newspaper archives, museums and other sources and has
taken over 10,000 pictures in preparing the historical stories for these books. The set of books
arranges for the individual and company lures makers to appear in alphabetical order. People
purchasing these books can buy any one single book, a whole set, or even a book a month if they
desire as the books will be printed and shipped on demand. Each book has over 400 pages of text,
pictures and collector values with each book containing a table of contents and index as well as a
master index for the complete set of books.
  antique fishing lures value: The Official Price Guide to Country Antiques and Collectibles
Dana G. Morykan, 1999-02 Up-to-date information on thousands of antiques and collectibles from
19th- and 20th-century rural life. 400+ photos.
  antique fishing lures value: Field Guide to Fishing Lures Russell E. Lewis, 2004-11 Russell E.
Lewis, author of three volumes of Modern Fishing Lure Collectibles, has produced a new title that
will be a handy resource for lure lovers everywhere. Field Guide to Fishing Lures is aimed at
assisting the beginning, intermediate, and advanced collector and the general antique and
collectible dealer in identifying both collectible older vintage lures and the more modern classic
fishing lures. It includes a cross-section of both very old and more recent collectible lures and has
prices of each lure shown. With the help of this easy-to-tote guide, collectors will be able to
recognize all major categories of lures and the most significant companies in the industry while
hunting for additions to their collections. The book begins with the six major companies, Creek Chub
Bait Company, Heddon, Paw Paw, Pfleuger, Shakespeare, and South Bend. Then an alphabetical
listing of more than 200 companies highlights other significant manufacturers and their major
contributions. The book continues the tradition of high quality, detailed photographs useful in
identifying small nuances important in lure collecting, as well as the author's practice of providing
historical data for readers. 2005 values.
  antique fishing lures value: The Encyclopedia of Old Fishing Lures Robert A. Slade,
2010-08-26 Robert A. Slade, after collecting old fishing tackle since 1958 and contributing articles
on old fishing lures for a collector magazine for several years started researching and writing books
in the 1990's. He published the HISTORY & COLLECTIBLE FISHING TACKLE OF WISCONSIN in
1999 which sold 4,500 copies. Bob realized that even though there have been many books published
on the subject of old fishing lures that few books covered any detailed history on the old lure
makers. His latest book writing project was nine years in the making and covers over 100 years of
lure making history starting in 1875 and covers over 2,500 lures makers throughout all of North
America. THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF OLD FISHING LURES MADE IN NORTH AMERICA is the first
publication with extensive history and patent information on old lure makers and the first to include
extensive coverage on Canadian lure makers. The author traveled to 11 states and 3 Candian
Providences visting collectors homes, newspaper archives, museums and other sources and has
taken over 10,000 pictures in preparing the historical stories for these books. The set of books
arranges for the individual and company lures makers to appear in alphabetical order. People
purchasing these books can buy any one single book, a whole set, or even a book a month if they
desire as the books will be printed and shipped on demand. Each book has over 400 pages of text,
pictures and collector values with each book containing a table of contents and index as well as a
master index for the complete set of books.
  antique fishing lures value: Arizona Wildlife Views , 1997
  antique fishing lures value: Field & Stream , 2004-03 FIELD & STREAM, America’s largest



outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.
  antique fishing lures value: Field & Stream , 1997-06 FIELD & STREAM, America’s largest
outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.
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