
ann patchett reading habits

ann patchett reading habits offer a fascinating insight into the literary
routine and preferences of one of contemporary fiction’s most celebrated
authors. Known for her compelling storytelling and nuanced characters,
Patchett’s approach to reading is deeply intertwined with her writing
process, reflecting a disciplined yet passionate engagement with books. This
article explores the various dimensions of Ann Patchett’s reading habits,
including her preferred genres, daily reading routines, influences, and how
her literary consumption shapes her own work. Understanding her reading
patterns provides valuable context for readers and aspiring writers alike,
revealing the symbiotic relationship between reading and writing. The
following sections will delve into the specifics of her habits, the authors
she admires, and the role reading plays in her creative life.

Daily Reading Routine of Ann Patchett

Preferred Genres and Authors

Influences and Inspirations from Reading

Reading as a Tool for Writing

Ann Patchett’s Views on Modern Reading Trends

Daily Reading Routine of Ann Patchett

Ann Patchett reading habits include a consistent and purposeful daily reading
routine that underscores her commitment to literature. Her day typically
begins with dedicated reading sessions that allow her to immerse herself in
diverse narratives and styles. This habit not only fuels her creativity but
also provides a grounding structure to her day. Patchett is known to allocate
specific times for reading, often in the morning or late at night, ensuring
she maintains a steady flow of literary input.

Time Management and Reading Sessions

Patchett balances her reading with her writing schedule by breaking her
reading into manageable segments. She tends to read for at least an hour each
day, sometimes more, depending on her workload and current projects. This
discipline helps her stay connected with various literary voices and keeps
her critical faculties sharp.

Preferred Reading Environment

Creating a conducive environment for reading is key to Patchett’s habits. She
often reads in quiet, comfortable spaces where she can focus without



distractions. Whether it’s a cozy nook in her home or a calm café, these
settings allow her to engage deeply with the text.

Preferred Genres and Authors

Ann Patchett’s reading preferences reveal a broad and eclectic taste,
reflecting her wide-ranging interests and literary curiosity. Her selection
spans contemporary fiction, classic literature, nonfiction, and poetry. This
diversity enriches her perspective and informs her own storytelling
techniques.

Fiction and Literary Classics

Patchett is particularly drawn to literary fiction, valuing nuanced character
development and intricate plots. She frequently reads works by authors such
as Marilynne Robinson, Toni Morrison, and John Steinbeck, whose storytelling
prowess resonates with her own narrative style.

Nonfiction and Essays

In addition to fiction, Ann Patchett reading habits include nonfiction genres
like memoirs, essays, and literary criticism. These works offer insight into
human experience and cultural contexts, which she finds invaluable for
deepening her understanding of the world and enhancing her writing.

Poetry and Short Stories

Poetry and short stories also feature in Patchett’s reading repertoire. She
appreciates the economy of language and emotional intensity found in these
forms, often drawing inspiration from poets such as Mary Oliver and short
story writers like Alice Munro.

Influences and Inspirations from Reading

Reading has been a foundational element in shaping Ann Patchett’s voice as a
writer. Her engagement with a wide array of authors and genres has provided a
rich tapestry of influences that inform her narrative choices and thematic
concerns. Her reading habits underscore the importance of continual learning
and exposure to diverse perspectives.

Mentors and Literary Role Models

Throughout her career, Patchett has cited several literary figures as mentors



and role models whose work has inspired her. The depth and humanity found in
the works of authors like Flannery O’Connor and Elizabeth Strout have
particularly impacted her approach to character and storytelling.

Integration of Themes and Styles

Ann Patchett reading habits demonstrate a keen ability to absorb and
integrate various themes and stylistic elements from her reading into her own
writing. This synthesis of influences contributes to the originality and
emotional resonance of her novels.

Reading as a Tool for Writing

For Ann Patchett, reading is not merely a leisure activity but a critical
tool that supports and enhances her writing craft. Her reading habits are
deliberately designed to expose her to new ideas, narrative structures, and
linguistic techniques that can be adapted and refined in her own work.

Learning Through Reading

Patchett approaches reading with an analytical mindset, often studying how
authors construct scenes, develop characters, and build tension. This active
reading informs her writing process and helps her avoid common pitfalls.

Inspiration for Creativity

Many of Patchett’s story ideas and character arcs have been sparked by books
she has read. The creative dialogue between reader and writer is a continual
source of inspiration, making reading an indispensable part of her artistic
workflow.

Ann Patchett’s Views on Modern Reading Trends

Ann Patchett reading habits also reflect her awareness and critique of
contemporary reading trends, including the impact of digital media and
changing consumption patterns. She advocates for mindful reading practices
that prioritize depth and engagement over speed or quantity.

Digital vs. Print Reading

While Patchett acknowledges the convenience of digital reading devices, she
expresses a preference for print books, citing the tactile experience and
ease of annotation as factors that enhance comprehension and enjoyment.



Encouraging Deep Reading

Patchett encourages readers to slow down and engage deeply with texts,
resisting the pressure to multitask or skim. She believes that thoughtful,
immersive reading is essential for developing empathy and critical thinking
skills.

Recommendations for Aspiring Readers

Set aside dedicated time for uninterrupted reading daily.

Explore a variety of genres to broaden literary horizons.

Engage with both contemporary and classic works.

Use reading as a means to enhance creativity and understanding.

Prefer print books for a more tactile and focused experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Ann Patchett's favorite genres to read?

Ann Patchett enjoys reading literary fiction, memoirs, and historical novels,
often drawn to works that explore complex characters and human relationships.

How does Ann Patchett incorporate reading into her
daily routine?

Ann Patchett dedicates time each day to reading, often starting her mornings
with a book to stimulate her creativity and unwind from writing.

Does Ann Patchett prefer physical books or digital
formats?

Ann Patchett is known to prefer physical books, appreciating the tactile
experience and smell of paper, although she occasionally uses digital formats
for convenience.

Has Ann Patchett ever mentioned a book that
significantly influenced her writing?

Yes, Ann Patchett has cited works by authors like Marilynne Robinson and
Elizabeth Strout as significant influences on her narrative style and
thematic choices.



What role does reading play in Ann Patchett's life as
a writer?

Reading serves as both inspiration and education for Ann Patchett, helping
her to refine her craft and stay connected to the literary community.

Does Ann Patchett recommend any particular authors or
books?

Ann Patchett often recommends contemporary authors such as Zadie Smith and
Jesmyn Ward, highlighting their unique voices and storytelling abilities.

How does Ann Patchett balance reading and writing?

Ann Patchett balances reading and writing by setting aside specific times for
each, ensuring that reading fuels her writing without interfering with her
productivity.

Has Ann Patchett talked about her reading habits
during the pandemic?

During the pandemic, Ann Patchett increased her reading time, finding comfort
and escape in books while adjusting to new routines.

Does Ann Patchett participate in any book clubs or
reading groups?

Ann Patchett is involved with Parnassus Books, her independent bookstore,
where she engages with readers and participates in book discussions and
events.

What advice does Ann Patchett give about developing
good reading habits?

Ann Patchett advises readers to be curious and open-minded, to read widely
and deeply, and to make reading a regular, intentional part of their lives.

Additional Resources
1. Bel Canto by Ann Patchett
This novel is one of Ann Patchett’s most celebrated works, weaving a story of
love and human connection amidst a hostage crisis in South America. It
explores the power of music and language to bridge cultural divides.
Patchett’s elegant prose and rich character development make it a compelling
read that reflects her deep appreciation for storytelling.

2. The Magician’s Assistant by Ann Patchett
A poignant exploration of loss and self-discovery, this novel follows Sabine,
who unravels the mysteries surrounding her late husband, a magician.
Patchett’s narrative style combines warmth and emotional depth, inviting
readers to consider themes of identity and transformation. The book’s subtle
humor and vivid descriptions reflect Patchett’s unique voice.



3. Commonwealth by Ann Patchett
This multi-generational family drama delves into the complexities of blended
families and the lasting impact of childhood events. Patchett’s skillful
storytelling captures the nuances of relationships and the passage of time.
The novel’s layered narrative and richly drawn characters showcase her
mastery of literary fiction.

4. State of Wonder by Ann Patchett
Set in the Amazon jungle, this novel combines adventure with ethical dilemmas
in scientific research. Patchett’s vivid descriptions bring the lush setting
to life, while the story challenges readers to think about morality and the
consequences of human ambition. It’s a gripping tale that reflects Patchett’s
interest in exploring diverse cultures.

5. Run by Ann Patchett
This novel centers on two brothers and their complex family dynamics,
revealing secrets and tensions over the course of a weekend in Boston.
Patchett’s nuanced characterizations and emotionally charged storytelling
highlight themes of loyalty, forgiveness, and identity. The book’s intimate
perspective mirrors Patchett’s focus on human relationships.

6. Truth & Beauty: A Friendship by Ann Patchett
A memoir that offers a candid look at Patchett’s friendship with fellow
writer Lucy Grealy, this work provides insight into the bonds that shape a
writer’s life. Through honest reflections, Patchett explores the joys and
challenges of creativity and companionship. It’s a heartfelt tribute that
resonates with readers interested in the literary world.

7. The Patron Saint of Liars by Ann Patchett
This debut novel follows a woman’s escape to a convent in rural Kentucky,
where secrets and desires unfold. Patchett’s atmospheric writing and
empathetic characters create a captivating narrative about self-acceptance
and redemption. The story’s quiet intensity exemplifies her early literary
style.

8. The Art of Memoir by Mary Karr
As a fellow acclaimed memoirist, Mary Karr’s guide to writing memoirs
complements Patchett’s own explorations of personal narrative. The book
offers practical advice and inspiration for readers interested in memoir
writing, blending humor and wisdom. It aligns with Patchett’s appreciation
for truthful storytelling.

9. Reading Like a Writer by Francine Prose
This book encourages readers to engage deeply with texts by examining the
craft behind great writing, a practice that resonates with Patchett’s own
reading habits. Prose’s analysis of literary techniques provides valuable
insights into how writers create meaning and emotion. It’s an essential read
for those who admire Patchett’s meticulous approach to literature.
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  ann patchett reading habits: Still Learning to Read Franki Sibberson, Karen Szymusiak,
2016 Foreword by Colby Sharp In the decade since the first edition of Still Learning to Read was
published, the prevalence of testing and the Common Core State Standards have changed what is
expected of both teachers and students. The new edition of Still Learning to Read focuses on the
needs of students in grades 3-6 in all aspects of reading workshop, including reading workshop,
read-aloud, classroom design, digital tools, fiction, nonfiction, and close reading. The book stays true
to its original beliefs of slowing down and knowing our readers, but it also takes into account the
sense of urgency that changing times and standards impose on classrooms. This edition examines
current trends in literacy, includes a new section on intentional instructional planning, and provides
expanded examples of mini-lessons and routines that promote deeper thinking about learning. It also
includes a brand new chapter on scaffolding for reading nonfiction and showcases the authors' latest
thinking on close reading and text complexity. Online videos provide glimpses into classrooms as
students make book choices, work in small groups, and discuss their reading notebooks. Expanded
and updated book lists, recommendations for digital tools, lesson cycles, and sections specifically
written for school leaders round out this foundational resource.
  ann patchett reading habits: Nurturing Reading Comprehension: Enhancing Understanding
and Critical Thinking Genalin Jimenez, In this thought-provoking and insightful exploration,
Nurturing Reading Comprehension: Enhancing Understanding and Critical Thinking delves into the
importance of cultivating strong reading comprehension skills and how they contribute to the
development of a critical and analytical mind. This engaging piece delves into the various techniques
and strategies that you can employ to nurture and strengthen reading comprehension abilities. From
active reading and annotation to effective note-taking and text analysis, the book provides practical
tips and guidance for individuals of all ages and educational backgrounds. Furthermore, Nurturing
Reading Comprehension emphasizes the profound impact that enhanced understanding and critical
thinking can have on various aspects of your life. From academic success and professional growth to
personal enrichment and empathetic understanding, the benefits of honing these skills extend far
beyond the realm of literature. Drawing on research-backed insights and real-life examples, this
piece inspires readers to embrace reading as a gateway to intellectual growth and exploration. It
highlights the role of comprehension in fostering deeper connections with texts, developing an
inquisitive mindset, and nurturing a lifelong love for learning. With a clear focus on empowering
individuals to become active, discerning readers, Nurturing Reading Comprehension: Enhancing
Understanding and Critical Thinking serves as a valuable resource for educators, students, and
anyone seeking to sharpen their cognitive abilities and engage with written material in a more
meaningful and impactful way.
  ann patchett reading habits: Bookshelves in the Age of the COVID-19 Pandemic Corinna
Norrick-Rühl, Shafquat Towheed, 2022-10-05 Bookshelves in the Age of the COVID-19 Pandemic
provides the first detailed scholarly investigation of the cultural phenomenon of bookshelves (and
the social practices around them) since the start of the pandemic in March 2020. With a foreword by
Lydia Pyne, author of Bookshelf (2016), the volume brings together 17 scholars from 6 countries
(Australia, Canada, Germany, the Netherlands, the UK, and the USA) with expertise in literary
studies, book history, publishing, visual arts, and pedagogy to critically examine the role of
bookshelves during the current pandemic. This volume interrogates the complex relationship
between the physical book and its digital manifestation via online platforms, a relationship brought
to widespread public and scholarly attention by the global shift to working from home and the rise of
online pedagogy. It also goes beyond the (digital) bookshelf to consider bookselling, book
accessibility, and pandemic reading habits.
  ann patchett reading habits: A Year of Writing Dangerously Barbara Abercrombie, 2012 A
successful author and writing teacher offers a wide range of inspiration and insights for burgeoning
writers, helping them get over a sense of fear and risk that may be holding them back and stifling
their creativity.



  ann patchett reading habits: Summary of Ann Patchett's Truth & Beauty Everest Media,,
2022-06-10T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 I had been to Iowa City once before in June to find a place to live. I was looking for
two apartments then, one for myself and one for Lucy Grealy, who I had gone to college with. I got a
note from Lucy not long after receiving my acceptance letter from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. She
said that initially she was sorry because she had wanted to be the only student from Sarah Lawrence
there. #2 I was always picked to give readings in the coffee shop on Parents’ Weekend. People
pressed into the little room to listen to her, her voice as small as it was when she directed us to the
emergency exits on Friday nights, but more self-confident. #3 I had graduated from college early
and went back home to Nashville. When I got Lucy’s letter, I never considered telling her no, she
could find her own place to live. I rented the only practical thing I could find, half of a very ugly
green duplex on Governor Street for $375 a month. #4 When I moved in with Tina, she had just
finished mopping the floor three days before in honor of my arrival. The air in the duplex was so hot
and humid that the water and Pine Sol had simply puddled and stayed for three days.
  ann patchett reading habits: This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage Ann Patchett, 2013-01-01
A compelling combination of literature and memoir revealing the big experiences and little moments
that shaped Ann Patchett as a daughter, wife, and writer
  ann patchett reading habits: A Word on Words Pat Toomay, Frye Gaillard, 2023-03-31 For
years the legendary John Seigenthaler hosted A Word on Words on Nashville's public television
station, WNPT. During the show’s four-decade run (1972 to 2013), he interviewed some of the most
interesting and most important writers of our time. These in-depth exchanges revealed much about
the writers who appeared on his show and gave a glimpse into their creative processes. Seigenthaler
was a deeply engaged reader and a generous interviewer, a true craftsman. Frye Gaillard and Pat
Toomay have collected and transcribed some of the iconic interactions from the show. Featuring
interviews with: Arna Bontemps • Marshall Chapman • Pat Conroy • Rodney Crowell • John Egerton
• Jesse Hill Ford • Charles Fountain • William Price Fox • Kinky Friedman • Frye Gaillard • Nikki
Giovanni • Doris Kearns Goodwin • David Halberstam • Waylon Jennings • John Lewis • David
Maraniss • William Marshall • Jon Meacham • Ann Patchett • Alice Randall • Dori Sanders • John
Seigenthaler Sr. • Marty Stuart • Pat Toomay
  ann patchett reading habits: Bad Artist Nellwyn Lampert, Pamela Oakley, Christian Smith,
Gillian Turnbull, 2024-10-04 The perfect antidote to the toxicity of the current productivity narrative,
this collection of essays on creativity features 21 Canadian and international writers, providing
warmth, support, camaraderie, and empathy. In a world that worships productivity, creating for art’s
sake is seen as romantic and nearly indefensible. For anyone who has ever struggled to honour their
artistic impulses, Bad Artist offers an antidote to this toxic productivity narrative. This collection of
essays features 21 Canadian and international writers from a breadth of backgrounds and
experiences whose lives are not always proscribed by predictable work schedules or reliable support
systems. They fit creating into the cracks of their lives, and through their stories show us all how to
keep creating—not producing. As artists, many of whom have faced systemic barriers, the
collection’s contributors offer pragmatic reflections on resisting the culture of productivity,
reminding us that creativity can take many forms. Taken together, the essays present a
comprehensive rumination on creativity in late capitalism, providing warmth, support, comradery,
and empathy. It’s The Paris Review meets the Billfold’s “Doing Money” with a generous dash of the
friend who knows you’re an artist even on the days when you’re not so sure.
  ann patchett reading habits: Reading Lena Dunham’s Girls Meredith Nash, Imelda
Whelehan, 2017-06-23 In this book, leading and emerging scholars consider the mixed critical
responses to Lena Dunham’s TV series Girls and reflect on its significance to contemporary debates
about postfeminist popular cultures in a post-recession context. The series features both familiar and
innovative depictions of young women and men in contemporary America that invite comparisons
with Sex and the City. It aims for a refreshed, authentic expression of postfeminist femininity that
eschews the glamour and aspirational fantasies spawned by its predecessor. This volume reviews the



contemporary scholarship on Girls, from its representation of post-millennial gender politics to
depictions of the messiness and imperfections of sex, embodiment, and social interactions. Topics
covered include Dunham’s privileged role as author/auteur/actor, sexuality, body consciousness,
millennial gender identities, the politics of representation, neoliberalism, and post-recession society.
This book provides diverse and provocative critical responses to the show and to wider social and
media contexts, and contributes to a new generation of feminist scholarship with a powerful
concluding reflection from Rosalind Gill. It will appeal to those interested in feminist theory, identity
politics, popular culture, and media.
  ann patchett reading habits: Digital Talking Books Plus , 2009
  ann patchett reading habits: Best Contemporary Women's Fiction Elizabeth Benedict, Jenna
Blum, Molly Gloss, Nicole Mones, Maggie O'Farrell, Ann Patchett, 2010-12-22 Six novels in one
volume by today’s most outstanding female writers—includes The Magician’s Assistant, Those Who
Save Us, and more. From the #1 New York Times–bestselling author of Commonwealth and Bel
Canto, to the multiple award-winning author of This Must Be the Place, this collection gathers a
half-dozen top-notch literary talents in a treasure trove for fiction lovers. Included: Almost by
Elizabeth Benedict chronicles the attempt of writer Sophy Chase to come to terms with the death of
her almost ex-husband—who may have committed suicide on the New England resort island where
she left him just months before. Those Who Save Us by Jenna Blum follows Trudy, a professor of
German history, as she investigates her mother’s past in WWII Germany, combining a passionate,
doomed love story; a vivid evocation of life during the war; and a poignant mother/daughter drama.
The Hearts of Horses by Molly Gloss is a heartwarming story of a young woman with the rare talent
of “gentling” wild horses, and the unexpected and profound connections between people and
animals. The Last Chinese Chef by Nicole Mones takes readers inside the hidden world of elite
cuisine in modern China, through the story of an American food writer in Beijing who discovers that
her late husband may have been leading a double life. The Vanishing Act of Esme Lennox by Maggie
O’Farrell is a gothic, intricate tale of family secrets, lost lives, and the freedom brought by truth. The
Magician’s Assistant by Ann Patchett tells the story of the death of a secretive magician—and how it
sets in motion his partner’s journey of self-discovery.
  ann patchett reading habits: Books for Idle Hours Donna Harrington-Lueker, 2019-08-30 “A
fascinating study” of the nineteenth-century roots of beach books and summer reads—and the public
disapproval that failed to stop the enjoyment of them (New England Quarterly). The publishing
phenomenon of summer reading, often focused on novels set in vacation destinations, started in the
nineteenth century, as both print culture and tourist culture expanded in the United States. As an
emerging middle class increasingly embraced summer leisure as a marker of social status, book
publishers sought new market opportunities, authors discovered a growing readership, and more
readers indulged in lighter fare. Drawing on publishing records, book reviews, readers’ diaries, and
popular novels of the period, Donna Harrington-Lueker explores the beginning of summer reading
and the backlash against it. Countering fears about the dangers of leisurely reading—especially for
young women—publishers framed summer reading not as a disreputable habit but a respectable
pastime and welcome respite. Books for Idle Hours sheds new sunlight on an ongoing seasonal
tradition. “Books for Idle Hours is especially interesting on the emergence of a new type of textual
diversion: the American summer novel . . . it takes these books—and the culture that shaped them,
and the culture they shaped—seriously, even while acknowledging how transitory they were.” —The
New Yorker “A fascinating study of a distinct but largely overlooked body of nineteenth-century
American fiction and the authors, readers, publishers, and economic and social conditions that gave
rise to it.” —New England Quarterly “Incisive commentary on the relationship between market
forces and readers’ tastes . . . As enjoyable as it is informative.” —Reception
  ann patchett reading habits: Valley of the Shadows & Surrender Rochelle L. Holt, 2004-09-14
Valley of the Shadows is a duet of two novels, concerning the fickleness of pursuing fame in a society
that measures success by media adoration. In the title novel, Marya Brooks, an experienced poet in
her seventies, decides to practice amateur obeah (voodoo) to cast negative spells on her favorite top



five poets, the thriving competition. Only when each poet begins to die mysteriously does she
develop guilt for her actions. Her former student, H.D., believes her research can dispute Marya's
fallacious theories. Surrender, the second poem-novel, alternates between viewpoints of Rory Pole,
an aspiring songwriter, and her idol, country music rising star, Maggie Moore. Also set in the
southeast, primarily on both coasts of southern Florida, Rory is bitter when she receives no response
from Maggie but notices that lines of her poems begin appearing in the singer's songs. In both
novels, all characters eventually give up illusions and false patterns of behavior in these chilling
stories, regarding the relevance of mass recognition and inordinate acclaim and adulation. They are
novels-of-the-future, in accord with Anais Nin's tenets that commingle art with moral issues for
compelling psychological literature.
  ann patchett reading habits: The Very Telling Sarah Anne Johnson, 2006 An inspiring
collection of interviews with some of today's hottest authors.
  ann patchett reading habits: The Writer's Book of Hope Ralph Keyes, 2003-10 The author
and journalist offers his best advice and encouragement, helping writers find the courage and
dedication they need to continue to write despite the obstacles to success.
  ann patchett reading habits: Reading through the Night Jane Tompkins, 2018-09-25 Jane
Tompkins, a renowned literature professor and award-winning author, thought she knew what
reading was until, struck by a debilitating illness, she finds herself reading day and night because it
is all she can do. A lifelong lover of books, she realizes for the first time that if you pay close
attention to your reactions as you read, literature can become a path of self-discovery. Tompkins’s
inner journey begins when she becomes captivated unexpectedly by an account of friendship
between two writers to whom she’d given little thought, Paul Theroux and V. S. Naipaul. Theroux’s
memoir launches her on a path of introspection that stretches back to the first weeks of her life in a
Bronx hospital, and forward to her relationship with her mother and the structure of her present
marriage. Her reading experience, intensified by the feelings of powerlessness and loss of self that
come with chronic illness, expands to include writers such as Henning Mankell and Ann Patchett,
Alain de Botton, Elena Ferrante, and Anthony Trollope. As she makes her way through their books,
she recognizes herself in them, stumbling across patterns of feeling and behavior that have ruled her
without her knowing it—envy, a desire for fame, fear of confronting the people she loves, a longing
for communion. The reader, along with Tompkins, comes to the realization that literature can be not
only a source of information and entertainment, not only a balm and a refuge, but also a key to
unlocking long-forgotten memories that lead to a new understanding of one’s life.
  ann patchett reading habits: The All of It Jeannette Haien, 2009-10-27 “A quiet little
stunner, written with the sure hand of an artist and the ear of a seasoned storyteller.” —St. Louis
Post-Dispatch Jeannette Haien’s award-winning first novel relates the seemingly simple tale of a
parishioner confiding in her priest, but the tangled confession brings secrets to light that provoke a
moral quandary for not only the clergyman, but the reader as well. Perfect for fans of Claire Keegan.
While fishing in an Irish salmon stream one rainy morning, Father Declan de Loughry ponders the
recent deathbed confession of his parishioner Kevin Dennehy. It seems Dennehy and his wife, Enda,
had been quietly living a lie for fifty years. Yet the gravity of their deception doesn’t become clear to
the good father until Enda shares the full tale of her suffering, finally confiding “the all of it.”
Haien’s intimate novel of conversations and dilemmas—perfect for readers of Paul Harding’s
Tinkers, Marilynne Robinson’s Gilead, and Flannery O’Connor’s Wise Blood—is “an elegantly
written, compact and often subtle tale of morality and passion that gives voice to an age-old concern
in a fresh way” hails the New York Times Book Review. This special edition includes an introduction
by Ann Patchett.
  ann patchett reading habits: Gourmet Pearl Violette Metzelthin, Ruth Reichl, 2000
  ann patchett reading habits: State of Wonder Ann Patchett, 2012-04-26 SHORTLISTED FOR
THE ORANGE PRIZE FOR FICTION 2012 There were people on the banks of the river. Among the
tangled waterways and giant anacondas of the Brazilian Rio Negro, an enigmatic scientist is
developing a drug that could alter the lives of women for ever. Dr Annick Swenson's work is



shrouded in mystery; she refuses to report on her progress, especially to her investors, whose
patience is fast running out. Anders Eckman, a mild-mannered lab researcher, is sent to investigate.
A curt letter reporting his untimely death is all that returns. Now Marina Singh, Anders' colleague
and once a student of the mighty Dr Swenson, is their last hope. Compelled by the pleas of Anders's
wife, who refuses to accept that her husband is not coming home, Marina leaves the snowy plains of
Minnesota and retraces her friend's steps into the heart of the South American darkness,
determined to track down Dr. Swenson and uncover the secrets being jealously guarded among the
remotest tribes of the rainforest. What Marina does not yet know is that, in this ancient corner of the
jungle, where the muddy waters and susurrating grasses hide countless unknown perils and
temptations, she will face challenges beyond her wildest imagination. Marina is no longer the
student, but only time will tell if she has learnt enough.
  ann patchett reading habits: A Writing Studies Primer Joyce Kinkead, 2022-01-03 Writing is
omnipresent in our lives, yet we rarely stop and consider its history and material culture. This
volume introduces student readers to the development of writing across time and societies. The book
incorporates autoethnography and asks readers to consider writing histories, influences, processes,
and tools in their own lives. Short readings are included for each chapter. Designed for composition
courses with a Writing About Writing focus or courses in Writing Studies, A Writing Studies Primer
is a distinctive, visually engaging introduction to writing through its material culture.
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