
are museums woke

are museums woke has become a frequently discussed question in recent years
as cultural institutions increasingly address issues of diversity, equity,
and inclusion. This article explores the evolving role of museums in society
and whether they can be characterized as "woke." It examines how museums are
incorporating social justice themes, reinterpreting historical narratives,
and engaging with contemporary cultural debates. The discussion includes how
museums balance educational missions with activism, the impact of diverse
curatorial perspectives, and public responses to these changes. Understanding
the context of "wokeness" in museums requires analyzing their programming,
exhibitions, community involvement, and institutional policies. This article
also considers criticisms and support for museums’ efforts to be socially
conscious. The following sections provide a comprehensive overview of the
topic.

The Evolution of Museums and Social Awareness

How Museums Incorporate Inclusive Narratives

Public Perceptions and Controversies Surrounding Wokeness

The Role of Diversity and Representation in Museum Staffing

Challenges and Criticisms of Woke Initiatives in Museums

The Evolution of Museums and Social Awareness

The concept of museums as mere repositories of artifacts has shifted
dramatically over the past few decades. Institutions have increasingly
embraced roles as active participants in social dialogue. The question of are
museums woke relates to this evolution, where museums no longer solely focus
on preservation but also on engaging with contemporary issues. The
transformation reflects a broader societal push toward acknowledging
historical injustices and fostering inclusivity.

Historical Context of Museums

Museums traditionally presented collections from a Eurocentric perspective,
often without critical examination of colonialism or marginalized voices.
This approach aligned with the dominant narratives of the times, emphasizing
aesthetics and historical significance over social context. The shift toward
socially aware museums began emerging in the late 20th century, coinciding
with civil rights movements and growing multicultural awareness.

Modern Museum Missions

Today, many museums explicitly state missions that include education on
social justice, cultural diversity, and community engagement. The integration
of these themes reflects an institutional commitment to addressing systemic
inequalities through exhibitions, programming, and partnerships. These
efforts contribute to the perception that museums embody "woke" values by
actively promoting awareness and inclusion.



How Museums Incorporate Inclusive Narratives

Inclusive narratives are central to understanding whether are museums woke
applies in practice. Museums are revising exhibitions to highlight
underrepresented histories and voices. This approach often involves
collaboration with communities historically excluded from mainstream
storytelling.

Reinterpreting Historical Exhibits

Many museums have undertaken projects to reinterpret existing collections
with critical perspectives on race, gender, and colonialism. This process
involves contextualizing artifacts within broader social and political
frameworks, exposing previously overlooked or sanitized aspects of history.
Such reinterpretations aim to provide a more accurate and inclusive
representation of the past.

New Exhibits Focused on Social Issues

In addition to reinterpreting traditional collections, museums are creating
new exhibits that explicitly address current social justice topics such as
racial inequality, LGBTQ+ rights, and environmental justice. These exhibits
are designed to educate audiences on complex issues while fostering empathy
and dialogue.

Community Engagement and Collaboration

Inclusive museums often engage with local and marginalized communities to co-
create exhibits and programs. This participatory approach ensures
authenticity and relevance, empowering communities to share their stories and
perspectives. It also strengthens the museum’s role as a platform for diverse
voices.

Public Perceptions and Controversies
Surrounding Wokeness

The perception of museums as "woke" has generated both support and criticism.
Public reactions vary widely depending on political, cultural, and social
contexts. Understanding these perceptions is essential to evaluating the
impact of museums’ social awareness initiatives.

Support for Woke Museums

Many advocates argue that museums’ engagement with social justice themes is
necessary for relevance and ethical responsibility. They see these efforts as
correcting historical omissions and contributing to social progress.
Supporters appreciate museums as spaces for critical reflection and community
dialogue.

Criticism and Pushback

Conversely, some critics view museums’ focus on inclusion and social issues
as politicization or ideological bias. Accusations of being "too woke" often
center on concerns about historical revisionism or alienating traditional
audiences. These debates reflect broader cultural conflicts over identity and



values in public institutions.

Impact on Attendance and Funding

Responses to museums’ woke initiatives can influence attendance and financial
support. While some institutions experience increased engagement from diverse
audiences, others face boycotts or reduced donations. Balancing mission-
driven programming with broad appeal remains a complex challenge for museums.

The Role of Diversity and Representation in
Museum Staffing

The question of are museums woke also encompasses internal institutional
practices, particularly staffing and leadership diversity. Representation
within museum teams affects the perspectives presented and the inclusivity of
programming.

Diversity in Curatorial and Leadership Positions

Efforts to diversify museum staff include recruiting curators, directors, and
educators from underrepresented backgrounds. Increased representation helps
ensure that multiple viewpoints inform exhibit development and institutional
policies. Diverse leadership is critical for sustaining inclusive practices.

Training and Awareness Programs

Museums often implement training focused on cultural competency, anti-bias
education, and equity to promote inclusive workplace cultures. These programs
support staff in addressing unconscious biases and fostering respectful
environments, reinforcing the museum’s commitment to social responsibility.

Benefits of Diverse Staffing

Enhanced relevance and accessibility of exhibits to wider audiences

Broader range of cultural perspectives and expertise

Improved community trust and engagement

Greater innovation in programming and outreach

Challenges and Criticisms of Woke Initiatives
in Museums

Despite positive intentions, museums face significant challenges in
implementing woke initiatives. These difficulties influence how successfully
institutions can integrate social justice goals with their traditional roles.

Balancing Objectivity and Advocacy

Museums strive to maintain credibility as impartial educators while



addressing politically charged topics. Finding a balance between objective
scholarship and advocacy for social change can be complex and contentious.

Resource Constraints

Developing inclusive exhibits, community programs, and staff training
requires substantial financial and human resources. Many museums operate
under budget limitations that constrain the scope and sustainability of woke
initiatives.

Navigating Diverse Audience Expectations

Museums serve varied constituencies with differing cultural values and
opinions. Meeting the expectations of all stakeholders without alienating
segments of the audience poses ongoing strategic challenges.

Potential for Superficial Efforts

Critics warn against performative or superficial "wokeness" that prioritizes
image over substantive change. Genuine institutional transformation requires
sustained commitment beyond symbolic gestures.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does it mean when people say museums are 'woke'?

When people refer to museums as 'woke,' they usually mean that these
institutions are actively engaging with social justice issues, diversity,
inclusion, and re-examining historical narratives to be more accurate and
representative of marginalized groups.

Why are some people criticizing museums for being
'woke'?

Critics argue that museums being 'woke' can lead to politicization of art and
history, potentially compromising objectivity or alienating certain audiences
who prefer traditional presentations without contemporary social commentary.

How are museums incorporating 'woke' perspectives
into their exhibits?

Museums are incorporating 'woke' perspectives by highlighting
underrepresented artists and histories, addressing colonialism and systemic
racism, and creating programs that encourage dialogue about social justice
and equity.

Are museums becoming more diverse and inclusive in
their collections?

Yes, many museums are actively working to diversify their collections and
exhibitions by acquiring works from artists of different ethnicities,
genders, and backgrounds, as well as reinterpreting existing pieces through



more inclusive lenses.

Can the focus on being 'woke' impact the educational
role of museums?

The focus on social justice and inclusion can enhance the educational role of
museums by providing visitors with broader, more nuanced understandings of
history and culture, though some worry it might overshadow traditional
narratives.

How have visitors responded to museums adopting
'woke' themes?

Visitor responses are mixed; some appreciate the increased representation and
critical perspectives, while others feel it detracts from the art or history
they expected, leading to debates about the role of museums in society.

Are there examples of museums successfully balancing
'woke' initiatives with traditional curation?

Yes, several museums have managed to balance contemporary social issues with
traditional curation by offering diverse programming and contextualizing
historical works alongside new perspectives without excluding either
approach.

What is the future outlook for museums in relation to
'woke' culture?

Museums are likely to continue evolving by integrating social justice themes
while maintaining scholarly rigor, striving to be inclusive spaces that
reflect a multiplicity of voices and experiences in their exhibitions and
outreach.

Additional Resources
1. Are Museums Woke? Navigating Social Justice in Cultural Institutions
This book examines the evolving role of museums in addressing social justice
issues and how they balance educational missions with activism. It explores
case studies where museums have embraced or resisted "woke" initiatives,
highlighting the challenges of representation and inclusivity. The author
discusses the impact of these shifts on museum audiences and stakeholders.

2. The Politics of Representation: Museums and the Woke Movement
Focusing on the intersection of politics and curation, this book delves into
how museums have responded to the demands of the woke movement. It analyzes
controversies surrounding exhibits, the reevaluation of collections, and
efforts to diversify narratives. The book provides insight into the tensions
between traditional scholarship and contemporary social values.

3. Decolonizing the Museum: Woke Practices in Cultural Heritage
This work explores the decolonization efforts within museums as part of
broader woke agendas. It investigates strategies for returning artifacts,
reinterpreting histories, and amplifying marginalized voices. The author
draws on global examples to show how museums can become spaces of healing and



reconciliation.

4. From Neutrality to Activism: The Woke Transformation of Museums
This book charts the transition of museums from perceived neutral spaces to
active participants in social justice movements. It discusses how
institutions have incorporated activism into their missions and the
implications for curatorial independence. The narrative includes interviews
with museum professionals and community activists.

5. Woke or Not: The Debate Over Museum Identity and Purpose
Centered on the debate surrounding museums' roles, this book presents
arguments from both proponents and critics of woke practices. It addresses
concerns about censorship, historical accuracy, and audience alienation.
Readers gain a balanced perspective on how museums navigate identity in a
polarized cultural landscape.

6. Inclusive Exhibitions: Crafting Woke Narratives in Museums
This book provides practical guidance on designing exhibitions that reflect
woke principles of inclusivity and equity. It highlights successful projects
that have challenged dominant narratives and engaged diverse communities. The
author emphasizes collaboration, sensitivity, and innovation in exhibition
development.

7. Woke Museums in the Age of Social Media
Exploring the influence of social media on museum practices, this book
reveals how online activism pressures institutions to adopt woke stances. It
considers the role of viral campaigns, public feedback, and digital
storytelling in shaping museum policies. The study underscores the dynamic
relationship between museums and their audiences in the digital era.

8. Contesting History: Museums, Woke Politics, and Public Memory
This book investigates how museums become battlegrounds for competing
historical narratives influenced by woke politics. It examines conflicts over
monument removal, exhibit content, and educational outreach. The author
discusses the consequences for collective memory and societal cohesion.

9. The Future of Museums: Embracing Woke Ideals or Preserving Tradition?
Looking ahead, this book debates the future trajectory of museums amid
ongoing cultural shifts. It considers whether embracing woke ideals will
redefine museums or if preserving traditional approaches will prevail.
Through expert essays and case studies, the book offers thoughtful
predictions and strategies for adaptation.

Are Museums Woke
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  are museums woke: Diversity and Philanthropy at African American Museums Patricia A.
Banks, 2019-04-30 Diversity and Philanthropy at African American Museums is the first scholarly
book to analyze contemporary African American museums from a multifaceted perspective. While it
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puts a spotlight on the issues and challenges related to racial politics that black museums
collectively face in the 21st century, it also shines a light on how they intersect with corporate
culture, youth culture, and the broader cultural world. Turning the lens to philanthropy in the
contemporary era, Banks throws light on the establishment side of African American museums and
demonstrates how this contrasts with their grassroots foundations. Drawing on over 80 in-depth
interviews with trustees and other supporters of African American museums across the United
States, this book offers an inside look at the world of cultural philanthropy. While patrons are bound
together by being among the distinct group of cultural philanthropists who support black museums,
the motivations and meanings underlying their giving depart in both subtle and considerable ways
depending on race and ethnicity, profession, generation, and lifestyle. Revealing not only why black
museums matter in the eyes of supporters, the book also complicates the conventional view that
social class drives giving to cultural nonprofits. It also paints a vivid portrait of how diversity colors
cultural philanthropy, and philanthropy more broadly, in the 21st century. Diversity and
Philanthropy at African American Museums will be a valuable resource for scholars and
practitioners engaged with African American heritage. It will also offer important insights for
academics, as well as cultural administrators, nonprofit leaders, and fundraisers who are concerned
with philanthropy and diversity.
  are museums woke: The Shitshow Steve Lowe, Alan McArthur, 2019-10-31 It was shit. Then
the shit hit the fan. Would someone find a way of making it worse? Of course they would! Welcome
to THE SHITSHOW...' There's a lot going on these days. Trump, Brexit, Call the Midwife . . . The rise
of the robots . . . The rise of Easy Peelers . . . The authors of the bestselling Is It Just Me Or Is
Everything Shit? series present an hilarious examination of the new age, asking: ~Is Donald Trump a
literary character? ~The AI/robot takeover: has it already happened? ~Are the animals ganging up
on us too? ~What is an LGBT sandwich? ~Would you like to make it as an influencer? ~Is Brexit
Britain like the 1950s, or the 1930s, or, er, the 780s? ~What is 5G? ~What is consciousness? ~Do
you need a smart toilet? ~Are you stronger than clickbait? Just get on with it! Whatever 'it' is.
  are museums woke: ,
  are museums woke: András Szántó. The Future of the Museum András Szánto, 2020-11-18 As
museums worldwide shuttered in 2020 because of the coronavirus, New York-based cultural
strategist András Szántó conducted a series of interviews with an international group of museum
leaders. In a moment when economic, political, and cultural shifts are signaling the start of a new
era, the directors speak candidly about the historical limitations and untapped potential of art
museums. Each of the twenty-eight conversations in this book explores a particular topic of
relevance to art institutions today and tomorrow. What emerges from the series of in-depth
conversations is a composite portrait of a generation of museum leaders working to make
institutions more open, democratic, inclusive, experimental and experiential, technologically savvy,
culturally polyphonic, attuned to the needs of their visitors and communities, and concerned with
addressing the defining issues of the societies around them. The dialogues offer glimpses of how
museums around the globe are undergoing an accelerated phase of reappraisal and reinvention.
CONVERSATION PARTNERS Marion Ackermann (Staatliche Kunstsammlungen Dresden), Cecilia
Alemani (The High Line, New York), Anton Belov (Garage Museum of Contemporary Art, Moscow),
Meriem Berrada (MACAAL, Marrakesh), Daniel Birnbaum (Acute Art, London), Thomas P. Campbell
(Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco), Tania Coen-Uzzielli (Tel Aviv Museum of Art), Rhana
Devenport (Art Gallery of South Australia, Adelaide), María Mercedes González (Museo de Arte
Moderno de Medellín), Max Hollein (The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York), Sandra
Jackson-Dumont (Lucas Museum of Narrative Art, Los Angeles), Mami Kataoka (Mori Art Museum,
Tokyo), Brian Kennedy (Peabody Essex Museum, Salem), Koyo Kouoh (Zeitz Museum of
Contemporary Art Africa, Cape Town), Sonia Lawson (Palais de Lomé), Adam Levine (Toledo
Museum of Art), Victoria Noorthoorn (Museo de Arte Moderno de Buenos Aires), Hans Ulrich Obrist
(Serpentine Galleries, London), Anne Pasternak (Brooklyn Museum), Adriano Pedrosa (MASP, São
Paulo), Suhanya Raffel (M+ Museum, Hong Kong), Axel Rüger (Royal Academy of Arts, London),



Katrina Sedgwick (Australian Center for the Moving Image, Melbourne), Franklin Sirmans (Pérez Art
Museum Miami), Eugene Tan (National Gallery Singapore & Singapore Art Museum), Philip Tinari
(UCCA Center for Contemporary Art, Beijing), Marc-Olivier Wahler (Musée d'Art et d'Histoire,
Geneva), and Marie-Cécile Zinsou (Musée de la Fondation Zinsou, Ouidah) ANDRÁS SZÁNTÓ
(*1964, Budapest), PhD, advises museums, cultural institutions, and leading brands on cultural
strategy. An author and editor, his writings have appeared in the New York Times, Artforum, the Art
Newspaper, and many other publications. He has overseen the National Arts Journalism Program at
Columbia University and the Global Museum Leaders Colloquium at the Metropolitan Museum of
Art. Szántó, who lives in Brooklyn, has been conducting conversations with art-world leaders since
the early 1990s, including as a frequent moderator of the Art Basel Conversations series.
  are museums woke: Museums and Social Responsibility Kevin Coffee, 2022-12-23 Museums
and Social Responsibility examines inherent contradictions within and effecting museum practice in
order to outline a museological theory of how museums are important cultural practices in
themselves and how museums shape the socio-cultural dynamics of modern societies, especially our
attitudes and understandings about human agency and creative potential. Museums are libraries of
objects, presenting thematic justification that dominant concepts of normativity and speciality, as
well as attitudes of cultural deprecation. By sorting culture into hierarchies of symbolic value,
museums cloak themselves in supposed objectivity, delivered with the passion of connoisseurship
and the surety of scholarly research. Ulterior motives pertaining to socio-economic class, racial and
ethnic othering, and sexual subjugation, are shrouded by that false appearance of objectivity. This
book highlights how the socially responsive practitioner can challenge and subvert taken-for-granted
motivations by undertaking liberatory museum work that engages subaltern narratives, engages
historically disadvantage populations, and co-creates with them dialogical practices of collecting,
preserving, exhibiting and interpreting. It points to examples in Africa, Asia, Europe, and the
Americas, not as self-contained entities but as practices within a global web of relationships, and as
microcosms that define normality and abnormality, that engage users in critical dialogue, and that
influence, are conditioned by, and disrupt taken-for-granted understandings and practices of class,
ethnicity, sex, gender, thinking and being. Suitable for students, researchers, and museum
professionals, Museums and Social Responsibility presents a comprehensive argument and proposes
critical, reflective processes to the practitioner, so that their museum work may more effectively
engage with and change their societies and the world.
  are museums woke: Museum Flack Steve Lott, 2025-09-04 In recent years, museums have
found themselves on the front pages for all the wrong reasons. News coverage, once reserved for
exciting exhibits or landmark donations, now shines a harsh spotlight on controversies-leadership
disputes, funding flaws, political orders and an array of reputational crises. Two-thirds of museum
leaders report feeling unprepared when facing journalists, with many describing their first media
crisis as overwhelming and damaging. These stories, broadcast to national audiences, shape public
perceptions in minutes, sometimes undoing years of careful work. The heart of the issue lies in a
critical-and often overlooked-gap: while museum directors typically master museum administration,
curatorial or educational work, few possess the training or experience needed to respond to
relentless media scrutiny. Nearly every museum, from the largest institution to local history centers,
struggles with limited resources. This gap has led to missed opportunities for positive news coverage
and, in some cases, public misunderstandings that have hurt careers and endangered institutional
trust. Museum Flack arrives at this moment to fill the void-an essential guide for everyone from
students entering the field to seasoned executives and board members. Drawing from lessons earned
in high-stakes media campaigns in aerospace and technology, and enriched by illuminating
museum-specific case studies, this book lays out exactly how museum professionals can: * Shape
compelling narratives for the media * Turn crisis moments into opportunities for trust-building *
Secure positive, national news coverage with thoughtful planning-not enormous budgets *
Confidently navigate the modern media landscape, from newspapers to TikTok Museum Flack
unpacks the techniques behind headlines and empowers any museum professional to advocate for



their institution, safeguard its reputation, and seize the media spotlight for all the right reasons.
Every chapter offers step-by-step tactics and real-world examples, transforming complex
communications challenges into clear, actionable strategies. The time to master museum public
relations is now. Readers who embrace these lessons will champion their institutions, protect their
legacies, and help museums thrive, even under the sharpest media lens.
  are museums woke: Writing for Museums Margot Wallace, 2022-09-02 Words are
everywhere in the museum. They swarm amidst all the visual exhibits, and throughout many
non-exhibition areas, talking to a vast swath of people in ways that visuals cannot. Signage at the
information desk, visitor material, scripts for tour guides, scripts for exhibition videos, education
plans, posts, blogs, membership brochures, audio scripts for smart phones, apps for in-depth
information, and store labels. In a multi-screen world, where information explodes in every corner of
the field of vision, clarity comes from the presence of words to organize the feast of visuals and help
all audiences feel at home. Research bears out the need for a range of learning tools and it’s not just
visitors who benefit from verbal cues; donors, educators, community partners and volunteers will all
engage more effectively with the museum that explains its brand mission with good writing. Whether
written by administrators, staffers, freelancers, or interns, words must be delivered by your museum
with the confidence they will connect meaningfully with all audiences. Your story is told everywhere,
with every narration opening your doors wider. Completely updated, the Second Edition addresses
the newest ways to put into words the distinctive stories you need to tell: Websites for expanding
audiencesContent-centered posts NewslettersTour scriptsVideosEducation materialTalks and
lecturesProposals for partnershipsFundraisingResearched blogsLeveraging of facilities rental and
your store for reaching new audiences Volunteer recruitment Current practices from a diverse range
of museums inform every chapter. All chapters recognize the many cultures in your audience,
alerting writers to the sensitivity needed for effective communication. For museums, historic sites,
cultural centers and museum studies programs: if you ever wished for writing help, here’s the
resource you’re looking for.
  are museums woke: What Are Museums For? Jon Sleigh, 2024-06-25 The days when
museums were dusty, stuffy institutions displaying their wealth and wisdom to a reverential public
are over. Museums today are a cultural battleground. Who should decide what is put on display and
how it is presented? Who gets to set the narrative? In this passionately argued book, Jon Sleigh
maintains that museums must be for all people and inclusion must be at the heart of everything they
do. But what does good inclusion look like in practice? Cleverly structured like a museum tour,
Sleigh uses seven illustrative museum objects from seven very different museums to explore such
wide-ranging issues as trust-building, representation, digital access, conflicting narratives, removal
from display and restitution.
  are museums woke: これからの美術館事典 , 2015
  are museums woke: The Routledge Companion to Museum Ethics Janet Marstine, 2012-05-23
Routledge Companion to Museum Ethics is a theoretically informed reconceptualization of museum
ethics discourse as a dynamic social practice central to the project of creating change in the
museum. Through twenty-seven chapters by an international and interdisciplinary group of
academics and practitioners it explores contemporary museum ethics as an opportunity for growth,
rather than a burden of compliance. The volume represents diverse strands in museum activity from
exhibitions to marketing, as ethics is embedded in all areas of the museum sector. What the
contributions share is an understanding of the contingent nature of museum ethics in the
twenty-first century—its relations with complex economic, social, political and technological forces
and its fluid ever-shifting sensibility. The volume examines contemporary museum ethics through
the prism of those disciplines and methods that have shaped it most. It argues for a museum ethics
discourse defined by social responsibility, radical transparency and shared guardianship of heritage.
And it demonstrates the moral agency of museums: the concept that museum ethics is more than the
personal and professional ethics of individuals and concerns the capacity of institutions to generate
self-reflective and activist practice.



  are museums woke: The Inclusive Museum Leader Cinnamon Catlin-Legutko, Chris Taylor,
2021-07-05 The museum field is experiencing a critical gaze that is both “of the moment” and long
overdue. Museums were built as colonial enterprises and are slow to awaken to the harm caused by
their actions which are not limited to the capturing and keeping of Indigenous ancestors, the
exclusion and erasure of Black voices, bodies, and creativity, and the positioning of white power in
the C-suite and board rooms. For decades, the conversation about equity and inclusion in the
museum field has become louder. It is no longer possible to ignore the systemic racism embedded in
our society and our profession. The Inclusive Museum Leader offers insights and perspectives from
two recognized museums leaders who have joined together to offer practical solutions and
opportunities for today’s museum leaders. Authors share their journeys to becoming inclusive
leaders, as well as decisions they have made and actions they have taken to build equitable practices
within their organizations. Throughout the book are personal exercises and provocations the reader
is invited to respond to, making the book a valuable tool for any museum leader looking to enhance
their style and re-frame their decision-making process.
  are museums woke: Global Media Ethics and the Digital Revolution Noureddine Miladi,
2021-11-29 This volume responds to the challenges posed by the rapid developments in satellite TV
and digital technologies, addressing media ethics from a global perspective to discuss how we can
understand journalism practice in its cultural contexts. An international team of contributors draw
upon global and non-Western traditions to discuss the philosophical origins of ethics and the tension
that exists between media institutions, the media market and political/ideological influencers. The
chapters then unveil the discrepancies among international journalists in abiding by the ethics of the
profession and the extent to which media ethics are understood and applied in their local
context/environment. Arguing that the legitimacy of ethics comes not from the definition per se, but
from the extent to which it leads to social good, the book posits this should be the media’s raison
d'être to abide by globally accepted ethical norms in order to serve the common good. Taking a truly
global approach to the question of media ethics, this volume will be an important resource for
scholars and students of journalism, communication studies, media studies, sociology, politics and
cultural studies.
  are museums woke: Museums and Social Activism Kylie Message, 2013-11-07 Museums and
Social Activism is the first study to bring together historical accounts of the African American and
later American Indian civil rights-related social and reform movements that took place on the
Smithsonian Mall through the 1960s and 1970s in Washington DC with the significant but unknown
story about museological transformation and curatorial activism that occurred in the Division of
Political and Reform History at the National Museum of American History at this time. Based on
interdisciplinary field-based research that has brought together cross-cultural and international
perspectives from the fields of Museum Studies, Public History, Political Science and Social
Movement Studies with empirical investigation, the book explores and analyses museums’ –
specifically, curators’ – relationships with political stakeholders past and present. By understanding
the transformations of an earlier period, Museums and Social Activism offers provocative
perspectives on the cultural and political significance of contemporary museums. It highlights the
relevance of past practice and events for museums today and improved ways of understanding the
challenges and opportunities that result from the ongoing process of renewal that museums continue
to exemplify.
  are museums woke: Battle for the Museum Rachel Spence, 2024-05-30 Taps into the zeitgeist
of exploring the imperial legacies and confronting the historic racism of museums.Museums around
the world are at a crossroads. Can they escape their infiltration by money and power, to operate
ethically in today's world?
  are museums woke: Museum Service , 1926
  are museums woke: Collaboration and Co-Creation in Museums, Heritage, and the Arts Anna
Edmundson, Maya Haviland, 2025-04-28 Collaboration and Co-Creation in Museums, Heritage, and
the Arts examines collaborative practices in museums, heritage and the arts. It offers an



interdisciplinary approach combining both practical and theoretical perspectives from leading
scholars and practitioners to better understand and support co-creation and collaboration in the
cultural sector. The volume is divided into five parts, offering contemporary perspectives on core
topics and their interconnections. Themes include the politics of engagement, sharing and
recentring authority, decolonising research and practice, facilitating partnerships, and structuring
cocreation, and community empowerment. Through global case studies and theoretical analyses,
contributors explore the challenges and opportunities of collaborative practices, exploring
intersecting dynamics, motivations and constraints. The book examines various scales of co-creation,
from interpersonal dynamics to community contexts and institutional transformations. The work
contributes to ongoing discussions about the future of cultural institutions and the role of culture
work in fostering perspectives and practices informed by diverse perspectives and generating
multiple values. It emphasizes co-production as a crucial capability for the sector moving forward.
Collaboration and Co-Creation in Museums, Heritage, and the Arts is essential for students,
academics, communities and cultural practitioners interested in the complexities and rewards of
collaborative work. It offers valuable insights into the theories and practices that shape collaborative
projects across different cultural contexts and disciplines, making it an indispensable guide for
anyone engaged in or studying the cultural sector.
  are museums woke: Interpreting Sports at Museums and Historic Sites Kathryn Leann Harris,
2023-03-28 Sports are intertwined with American society. Since the earliest forms of native games
to today’s extreme competitions, sports have left an indelible mark on the fabric of American culture.
Today, sports are a multibillion-dollar industry. Social media provides a never ceasing outlet for
community interaction surrounding sporting events and discussions. At their core, sports are an
opportunity for self-exploration through the lens of competition, social structures, and community
building. Interpreting Sports at Museums and Historic Sites encourages museums, historical sites
and cultural institutions to consider the history of sport as integral to American culture and society.
Sports provide a vehicle to understanding the growth and development of America from colonization
to globalization. Central to this work is a call to bring a balanced view of humanity to the sports
commemoration conversation. Museums can and should be places of advocacy and inclusion for all
athletes and sports figures: young & old, ametuer & professional, past & present. Practitioners are
encouraged to consider museums as safe spaces to approach empathetic, complex, enthralling
conversations that allow for both celebratory and challenging topics. This comprehensive study
provides analytical direction and practical application for interpreting sports history at a variety of
sites; guiding sports and non-sports museum professionals alike. A robust series of essays illuminate
the innovative, forward thinking nature of sport exhibition and programming that is an active part of
the American museum experience. Thirty-two national and international authors take an honest look
at the ways sports impacts culture and culture impacts sports. Six thematic essays uncover the
particularities of navigating the sports historical landscape alongside an actively engaged,
present-day audience. Then, a wide selection of case studies explore successful and unsuccessful
attempts at attracting the public and engaging in educational discussion around both uplifting and
difficult sports topics. Opportunities for including sports in exhibition planning and programmatic
development are a key benefit of this practical guide. You’ll discover an astounding variety of
viewpoints and methods for offering popular sports programming into your institutional
programming and outreach efforts. From a fun mix of museum professionals, historians, and sports
personnel comes this complete guide to developing and implementing a more cohesive story of sport
history within your institution.
  are museums woke: Museum Work , 1918 List of members in v. 3, 4, and 8.
  are museums woke: The Brutish Museums Dan Hicks, 2020-11-05 New York Times 'Best Art
Books' 2020 'Essential' – Sunday Times 'Brilliantly enraged' - New York Review of Books 'A real
game-changer'– Economist Walk into any Western museum today and you will see the curated spoils
of Empire. They sit behind plate glass: dignified, tastefully lit. Accompanying pieces of card offer a
name, date and place of origin. They do not mention that the objects are all stolen. Few artefacts



embody this history of rapacious and extractive colonialism better than the Benin Bronzes - a
collection of thousands of metal plaques and sculptures depicting the history of the Royal Court of
the Obas of Benin City, Nigeria. Pillaged during a British naval attack in 1897, the loot was passed
on to Queen Victoria, the British Museum and countless private collections. The Brutish Museums
sits at the heart of a heated debate about cultural restitution, repatriation and the decolonisation of
museums. Since its first publication, museums across the western world have begun to return their
Bronzes to Nigeria, heralding a new era in the way we understand the collections of empire we once
took for granted.
  are museums woke: Essays on Museums and Other Subjects Connected with Natural
History, by Sir William Henry Flower William Henry Flower, 1898
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