
ann patchett biography
ann patchett biography offers an insightful look into the life and career of one of contemporary
American literature’s most acclaimed authors. Known for her compelling storytelling and rich
character development, Ann Patchett has carved a distinctive niche in the literary world. This
biography explores her early life, education, literary achievements, and contributions beyond
writing, including her role in the independent bookstore community. Through detailed examination,
readers will discover the influences that shaped her narrative style and the milestones that defined
her career. This article also highlights her notable works, awards, and personal philosophies that
resonate throughout her novels. The following content is organized to provide a comprehensive
overview of Ann Patchett’s life and professional journey.

Early Life and Education

Literary Career

Major Works and Themes

Awards and Honors

Philanthropy and Other Endeavors

Early Life and Education
Ann Patchett was born on December 2, 1963, in Los Angeles, California. Her upbringing in
Tennessee, after her family relocated there during her childhood, played a significant role in shaping
her perspective and narrative voice. Patchett’s early exposure to literature and storytelling came
from her mother’s encouragement and the rich cultural environment of the American South.

Her academic journey began with a strong focus on literature and writing. Patchett attended Sarah
Lawrence College, a liberal arts school known for its emphasis on creativity and individual study,
where she further honed her writing skills. She later pursued a Master of Fine Arts (MFA) degree in
creative writing at the University of Iowa’s Writers’ Workshop, one of the country’s most prestigious
writing programs. Her education provided a foundation that supported her development as a
professional writer.

Family Influence and Early Interests
Raised in a family that valued education and the arts, Patchett was encouraged from a young age to
explore books and storytelling. This nurturing environment fostered her love for reading classic and
contemporary literature, which later influenced her narrative style.



Academic Background
Patchett’s time at Sarah Lawrence College and the Iowa Writers’ Workshop was crucial to her
growth as a novelist. These institutions provided mentorship from established writers and an
environment that promoted experimentation with different literary forms and voices.

Literary Career
Ann Patchett’s literary career spans several decades, marked by critically acclaimed novels, essays,
and short stories. She debuted with her novel "The Patron Saint of Liars" in 1992, which introduced
readers to her evocative prose and nuanced characters. Over the years, Patchett has built a
reputation for exploring complex themes such as family dynamics, love, loss, and identity.

Her writing style is notable for its clarity, emotional depth, and the ability to weave intricate human
relationships into compelling narratives. Patchett’s work has been published in numerous literary
journals and magazines, further establishing her presence in the literary community.

Early Publications
Before gaining widespread recognition, Patchett published short stories and essays that showcased
her talent. These early works helped her develop a unique voice and engage with themes that would
recur throughout her novels.

Development of Narrative Style
Her narrative approach combines descriptive storytelling with strong character development, often
focusing on the interior lives of her protagonists. This style has earned her a loyal readership and
critical praise.

Major Works and Themes
Ann Patchett’s bibliography includes a range of novels that have become staples of modern
American literature. Her works often delve into themes of human connection, the search for
belonging, and moral complexity. Below is a list of some of her most influential novels:

The Patron Saint of Liars (1992)

Bel Canto (2001)

State of Wonder (2011)

Commonwealth (2016)

These Precious Days (2021)



Among these, Bel Canto stands out as her most celebrated work, earning widespread critical acclaim
and a dedicated following. The novel centers on a hostage situation in South America, blending
suspense with profound insights into human relationships and cultural intersections.

Thematic Exploration
Patchett frequently explores themes such as:

Identity and self-discovery

The complexity of familial ties

The impact of political and cultural conflict

Human resilience and compassion

The transformative power of love and art

Writing Style and Influence
Her prose is characterized by lyrical clarity and emotional honesty, often drawing comparisons to
literary greats for its depth and accessibility. Patchett’s storytelling is deeply influenced by her
Southern roots and her experiences with international cultures.

Awards and Honors
Ann Patchett’s contributions to literature have been recognized with numerous awards and
accolades that highlight her impact on contemporary fiction. These honors not only celebrate her
novels’ artistic merit but also her role in enriching American literary culture.

PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction

Orange Prize for Fiction for Bel Canto

National Book Critics Circle Award finalist

Membership in the American Academy of Arts and Letters

Multiple honorary degrees from prestigious universities

These awards underscore her status as a leading figure in modern literature and recognize her
ability to address universal themes with nuance and empathy.



Critical Reception
Patchett’s work has been praised for its emotional resonance and narrative craftsmanship. Critics
often highlight her capacity to create memorable characters and explore moral ambiguity without
sacrificing readability.

Impact on Contemporary Literature
Her influence extends beyond her books, as she has inspired a generation of writers and readers
with her commitment to storytelling that bridges cultural and emotional divides.

Philanthropy and Other Endeavors
Beyond her writing, Ann Patchett is known for her active engagement in promoting literary culture
and supporting independent bookstores. She co-owns Parnassus Books, an independent bookstore in
Nashville, Tennessee, which has become a cultural hub for readers and writers alike.

Patchett’s advocacy for bookstores highlights her dedication to community and the importance of
accessible literature in fostering social connection and intellectual growth.

Parnassus Books
Founded in 2011, Parnassus Books reflects Patchett’s belief in the vital role bookstores play in
communities. The store offers a curated selection of books and hosts events that encourage literary
discussion and engagement.

Philanthropic Activities
In addition to her bookstore, Patchett supports various literary and educational causes. She has
contributed essays and spoken publicly about the importance of reading and writing in society,
emphasizing the power of storytelling to bridge differences.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Ann Patchett?
Ann Patchett is an American author known for her novels, essays, and memoirs, including works
such as 'Bel Canto' and 'Commonwealth.'

When and where was Ann Patchett born?
Ann Patchett was born on December 2, 1963, in Los Angeles, California, USA.



What are some of Ann Patchett's most famous books?
Some of Ann Patchett's most famous books include 'Bel Canto,' 'State of Wonder,' 'Commonwealth,'
and 'The Dutch House.'

What awards has Ann Patchett received for her writing?
Ann Patchett has received several awards, including the PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction for 'Bel
Canto' and the Orange Prize for Fiction.

What is Ann Patchett's educational background?
Ann Patchett attended Sarah Lawrence College but left after two years; she later studied at the
University of Iowa Writers' Workshop.

Has Ann Patchett written any memoirs?
Yes, Ann Patchett has written memoirs, including 'Truth & Beauty,' which chronicles her friendship
with fellow writer Lucy Grealy.

Does Ann Patchett have any involvement in the literary
community beyond writing?
Yes, Ann Patchett co-founded Parnassus Books, an independent bookstore in Nashville, Tennessee,
which is widely acclaimed.

What themes are commonly explored in Ann Patchett's works?
Ann Patchett's works often explore themes of family, friendship, love, loss, and human connection.

Is Ann Patchett currently active in writing and publishing?
Yes, Ann Patchett continues to write and publish novels and essays, remaining an influential figure
in contemporary American literature.

Additional Resources
1. Ann Patchett: A Literary Life
This biography explores the life and career of Ann Patchett, tracing her journey from a small-town
girl to an acclaimed novelist. It delves into her inspirations, challenges, and the personal
experiences that shaped her writing style. The book also highlights her contributions to
contemporary American literature.

2. Bel Canto and Beyond: The World of Ann Patchett
Focusing on Patchett’s breakthrough novel "Bel Canto," this book examines the themes and cultural
contexts within her works. It provides insights into how her storytelling bridges music, politics, and
human connection. Readers gain an understanding of Patchett’s narrative craft and thematic



concerns.

3. The Art of Storytelling: Ann Patchett’s Narrative Craft
This analytical biography centers on Patchett’s unique approach to storytelling, character
development, and prose style. It discusses her narrative techniques and how they contribute to the
emotional depth of her novels. The book offers aspiring writers lessons drawn from her literary
methods.

4. Ann Patchett: From Childhood to Bestseller
Detailing Patchett’s early life and formative years, this biography highlights the moments that
influenced her passion for writing. It covers her education, early publications, and the path to
becoming a bestselling author. The narrative paints a vivid picture of her growth as a writer.

5. Journeys in Fiction: The Life and Works of Ann Patchett
This book provides a comprehensive overview of Patchett’s major works alongside biographical
details. It connects her personal experiences with the themes explored in her novels and essays. The
biography serves as both an introduction to her literature and a study of her life.

6. Ann Patchett and the Power of Place
Exploring the significance of setting in Patchett’s novels, this biography examines how geography
and environment shape her storytelling. It investigates her Tennessee roots and other locales that
feature prominently in her works. The book reveals the intimate relationship between place and
identity in her writing.

7. The Heart of Ann Patchett: Essays and Insights
Combining biography with critical essays, this collection offers a deep dive into Patchett’s themes of
love, family, and resilience. It includes reflections on her personal life and how these elements
inform her fiction. Readers gain a multifaceted understanding of the author’s inner world.

8. Ann Patchett: A Portrait in Words
This biography paints a vivid portrait of Ann Patchett through interviews, personal anecdotes, and
literary analysis. It captures the essence of her personality and her approach to the craft of writing.
The book is both an intimate look at the author and a celebration of her achievements.

9. The Literary Journey of Ann Patchett
Tracing Patchett’s evolution as a writer, this biography highlights key milestones, awards, and
critical receptions throughout her career. It places her work within the broader context of
contemporary literature. The narrative emphasizes her enduring impact on readers and the literary
community.
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  ann patchett biography: This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage Ann Patchett, 2013-11-07
This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage is an irresistible blend of literature and memoir revealing the
big experiences and little moments that shaped Ann Patchett as a daughter, wife, friend and writer.
Here, Ann Patchett shares entertaining and moving stories about her tumultuous childhood, her
painful early divorce, the excitement of selling her first book, driving a Winnebago from Montana to
Yellowstone Park, her joyous discovery of opera, scaling a six-foot wall in order to join the Los
Angeles Police Department, the gradual loss of her beloved grandmother, starting her own bookshop
in Nashville, her love for her very special dog and, of course, her eventual happy marriage. This Is
the Story of a Happy Marriage is a memoir both wide ranging and deeply personal, overflowing with
close observation and emotional wisdom, told with wit, honesty and irresistible warmth.
  ann patchett biography: Truth and Beauty Ann Patchett, 2004 Bestselling author and
Orange Prize winner Ann Patchett's first work of non-fiction is a book about her long friendship with
the critically acclaimed, and recently deceased author, Lucy Grealy.
  ann patchett biography: Truth & Beauty Ann Patchett, 2009-10-13 A loving testament to the
work and reward of the best friendships, the kind where your arms can’t distinguish burden from
embrace.” — People New York Times Bestselling author Ann Patchett’s first work of nonfiction
chronicling her decades-long friendship with the critically acclaimed and recently deceased author,
Lucy Grealy. Ann Patchett and the late Lucy Grealy met in college in 1981, and, after enrolling in the
Iowa Writer’s Workshop, began a friendship that would be as defining to both of their lives as their
work. In Gealy's critically acclaimed and hugely successful memoir, Autobiography of a Face, she
wrote about losing part of her jaw to childhood cancer, years of chemotherapy and radiation, and
endless reconstructive surgeries. In Truth & Beauty, the story isn't Lucy's life or Ann's life, but the
parts of their lives they shared together. This is a portrait of unwavering commitment that spans
twenty years, from the long cold winters of the Midwest, to surgical wards, to book parties in New
York. Through love, fame, drugs, and despair, this is what it means to be part of two lives that are
intertwined...and what happens when one is left behind. This is a tender, brutal book about loving
the person we cannot save. It is about loyalty and being uplifted by the sheer effervescence of
someone who knew how to live life to the fullest.
  ann patchett biography: These Precious Days Ann Patchett, 2021-11-23 The beloved New York
Times bestselling author reflects on home, family, friendships and writing in this deeply personal
collection of essays. The elegance of Patchett’s prose is seductive and inviting: with Patchett as a
guide, readers will really get to grips with the power of struggles, failures, and triumphs alike.
—Publisher's Weekly “Any story that starts will also end.” As a writer, Ann Patchett knows what the
outcome of her fiction will be. Life, however, often takes turns we do not see coming. Patchett
ponders this truth in these wise essays that afford a fresh and intimate look into her mind and heart.
At the center of These Precious Days is the title essay, a surprising and moving meditation on an
unexpected friendship that explores “what it means to be seen, to find someone with whom you can
be your best and most complete self.” When Patchett chose an early galley of actor and producer
Tom Hanks’ short story collection to read one night before bed, she had no idea that this single
choice would be life changing. It would introduce her to a remarkable woman—Tom’s brilliant
assistant Sooki—with whom she would form a profound bond that held monumental consequences
for them both. A literary alchemist, Patchett plumbs the depths of her experiences to create gold:
engaging and moving pieces that are both self-portrait and landscape, each vibrant with emotion
and rich in insight. Turning her writer’s eye on her own experiences, she transforms the private into
the universal, providing us all a way to look at our own worlds anew, and reminds how fleeting and
enigmatic life can be. From the enchantments of Kate DiCamillo’s children’s books (author of The
Beatryce Prophecy) to youthful memories of Paris; the cherished life gifts given by her three fathers
to the unexpected influence of Charles Schultz’s Snoopy; the expansive vision of Eudora Welty to the
importance of knitting, Patchett connects life and art as she illuminates what matters most. Infused
with the author’s grace, wit, and warmth, the pieces in These Precious Days resonate deep in the
soul, leaving an indelible mark—and demonstrate why Ann Patchett is one of the most celebrated



writers of our time.
  ann patchett biography: These Precious Days Ann Patchett, 2022 Any story that starts will
also end.' As a writer, Ann Patchett knows what the outcome of her fiction will be. Life, however,
often takes turns we do not see coming. Patchett ponders this truth as she explores family,
friendship, marriage, failure, success, and what it all means. A literary alchemist, Patchett plumbs
the depths of her experiences to create gold: essays that are both self-portrait and landscape, each
vibrant with emotion and rich in insight. Ranging from the personal - her portrait of the three men
she called her fathers; unexpectedly falling into a life-changing friendship with Tom Hanks; how to
answer when someone asks why you don't have children - to the sublime - exploring the Harvard
Museum of Natural History before its doors open; the unexpected influence of Snoopy; the
importance of knitting - each essay transforms the particular into the universal, letting us all see our
own worlds anew. Illuminating, penetrating, funny and generous, These Precious Days is joyful time
spent in the company of one of our greatest living authors.
  ann patchett biography: A Study Guide for Ann Patchett's Bel Canto Gale, Cengage
Learning, 2015-09-15 A Study Guide for Ann Patchett's Bel Canto, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed
Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes plot summary; character analysis; author
biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much more. For
any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research needs.
  ann patchett biography: Truth & Beauty Ann Patchett, 2001-01-01 Tender but brutal, this
portrait of unwavering commitment shines light on the little explored world of women's friendships
through the author's relationship with critically acclaimed and recently deceased author, Lucy
Grealy.
  ann patchett biography: Summary of Ann Patchett's This Is the Story of a Happy
Marriage Everest Media,, 2022-03-19T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the
original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 I have never liked Christmas. In my family, there were
happy Thanksgivings and tolerable Easters, but Christmas was a holiday we failed at with real vigor.
I blame this on my parents’ divorce. #2 Christmas was a bad day for expectations and heart’s
desires. My father’s presents were always the saddest because they were so consistently wrong. I
never liked the presents, but I loved Christmas. #3 My father wanted me to be a dental hygienist,
unlike my sister, who was shooting the lights out in school. He thought I should be realistic about my
chances of inheriting Disneyland. #4 I loved the story, and I understood it was fiction. I knew that
the narrator was a made-up person, but I still felt her pain. I understood that writers did not have to
be confined by their own dull lives and petty Christmas sadness.
  ann patchett biography: Summary of Ann Patchett's These Precious Days Everest Media,,
2022-03-22T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 I have married twice, and my sister three times. None of us set out for this. We
meant to stick our landing on the first try, but we stumbled. My parents divorced when I was five,
and my mother married Darrell when I was twenty-seven. #2 The Three Fathers died in the order in
which my mother had married them, and they died in the inverse order of their health. My father
went first, even though he had made a religion of the elliptical trainer, the treadmill, and the
NordicTrack. He spent four slow years dying of a neurological disease called progressive
supranuclear palsy. #3 My father had grown up the third of seven children. He was born in 1931,
the first of the Patchetts to have been born in America. His parents left England to find work in
California, and after a long stretch of nothing, his father landed a job as a machinist at Columbia
Pictures. #4 My father, as a writer, believed that childhood development rested on the ability to play
volleyball. He wanted me to be athletic, join clubs, and start clubs. But I believed I would be a
writer, and he didn’t understand that.
  ann patchett biography: Summary of Ann Patchett's These Precious Days Milkyway
Media, 2022-05-04 Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Book Preview:
#1 I have married twice, and my sister three times. None of us set out for this. We meant to stick
our landing on the first try, but we stumbled. My parents divorced when I was five, and my mother



married Darrell when I was twentyseven. #2 The Three Fathers died in the order in which my
mother had married them, and they died in the inverse order of their health. My father went first,
even though he had made a religion of the elliptical trainer, the treadmill, and the NordicTrack. He
spent four slow years dying of a neurological disease called progressive supranuclear palsy. #3 My
father had grown up the third of seven children. He was born in 1931, the first of the Patchetts to
have been born in America. His parents left England to find work in California, and after a long
stretch of nothing, his father landed a job as a machinist at Columbia Pictures. #4 My father, as a
writer, believed that childhood development rested on the ability to play volleyball. He wanted me to
be athletic, join clubs, and start clubs. But I believed I would be a writer, and he didn’t understand
that.
  ann patchett biography: Emily Giffin: A Biography Anita Felicelli, 2012-05-08 Dubbed a
modern-day Jane Austen, Emily Giffin's five novels have sold millions of copies and scored spots on
the New York Times bestseller list. Blonde, blue-eyed, smart, and beautiful, Giffin writes about
heroines with deep flaws that drive the story, but on the surface at least, Giffin's own life seems
charmed, even close to perfect. After years of making the smart, risk-averse decisions that often
mark overachievers, Giffin took a major leap of faith in herself, leaving the stressful world of
high-stakes litigation to try writing novels full-time. For many lawyers, following their dreams would
have been too risky. For many lawyers that do take a risk, the leap would have been a mere break
that led to returning to legal practice. But not for Emily Giffin, whose risk paid off with enormous
measurable success and the adoration of her fans.
  ann patchett biography: Summary of Ann Patchett's This Is the Story of a Happy Marriage
Milkyway Media, 2022-04-22 Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Book
Preview: #1 I have never liked Christmas. In my family, there were happy Thanksgivings and
tolerable Easters, but Christmas was a holiday we failed at with real vigor. I blame this on my
parents’ divorce. #2 Christmas was a bad day for expectations and heart’s desires. My father’s
presents were always the saddest because they were so consistently wrong. I never liked the
presents, but I loved Christmas. #3 My father wanted me to be a dental hygienist, unlike my sister,
who was shooting the lights out in school. He thought I should be realistic about my chances of
inheriting Disneyland. #4 I loved the story, and I understood it was fiction. I knew that the narrator
was a madeup person, but I still felt her pain. I understood that writers did not have to be confined
by their own dull lives and petty Christmas sadness.
  ann patchett biography: Biography of A Friendship Marie-Claude Arnott, 2024-03-14 Their
friendship was a defining constant in their lives… When Marie-Claude (MC) met Juliette in an office
in Switzerland, she was starting a new job. Juliette was already established, sophisticated, and
refreshingly blunt. The younger MC was drawn to Juliette’s wit and zest for life, and they quickly
became friends. Even when careers, marriages, motherhood, moves, and tragedy separated them
across decades and continents, their friendship thrived. Then came the day MC saw a shocking
photo of Juliette looking exhausted and aged. She pleaded for her friend to visit a doctor, but neither
was prepared for the devastating diagnosis: pancreatic cancer. Both women were crushed but
determined to make the most of their remaining months together. MC visited Juliette in France and
later Switzerland, where MC agreed to accompany Juliette on her final journey. As the two friends
discussed their friendship, lives, and views on death, MC was consumed by doubt. Could she be the
friend Juliette needed? “Be a part of Juliette’s conversation” was her answer, and her final gift to
Juliette is this beautiful story of their friendship.
  ann patchett biography: Summary of Ann Patchett's Truth & Beauty Everest Media,,
2022-06-10T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Sample
Book Insights: #1 I had been to Iowa City once before in June to find a place to live. I was looking for
two apartments then, one for myself and one for Lucy Grealy, who I had gone to college with. I got a
note from Lucy not long after receiving my acceptance letter from the Iowa Writers’ Workshop. She
said that initially she was sorry because she had wanted to be the only student from Sarah Lawrence
there. #2 I was always picked to give readings in the coffee shop on Parents’ Weekend. People



pressed into the little room to listen to her, her voice as small as it was when she directed us to the
emergency exits on Friday nights, but more self-confident. #3 I had graduated from college early
and went back home to Nashville. When I got Lucy’s letter, I never considered telling her no, she
could find her own place to live. I rented the only practical thing I could find, half of a very ugly
green duplex on Governor Street for $375 a month. #4 When I moved in with Tina, she had just
finished mopping the floor three days before in honor of my arrival. The air in the duplex was so hot
and humid that the water and Pine Sol had simply puddled and stayed for three days.
  ann patchett biography: The Lonely Planet Travel Anthology TC Boyle, Pico Iyer, Alexander
McCall Smith, Torre DeRoche, Karen Joy Fowler, Ann Patchett, Francine Prose, 2016-11-01 Lonely
Planet: The world's leading travel guide publisher A collection of great travel writing by authors
from around the globe, including original stories set in Scotland, Thailand, Malaysia, Moldova,
Tanzania, Austria and beyond, edited by long-term Lonely Planet collaborator Don George. The 35
impassioned stories included in this collection - of fortune tellers, tribal baboon hunters, a friendly
Japanese family, and other notable characters - span a worldwide spectrum of themes, styles and
settings, but all show how travel in its unexpected turns tests and teaches us, making us aware that
we are resilient, that we are not alone, and that there is so much love and connection to be had if we
open ourselves up. This collection affirms that if we follow the compass of the heart, we will always
find our way. Whether you read the book on the road or in an armchair at home, these tales are sure
to entertain, amuse and inform you, and resonate long after the book is finished. 'As you travel
through these pages, may your mind be widened, your spirit enlivened, and your own path
illuminated by these worldly word-journeys.' ---Don George With sparkling contributions from some
of the most acclaimed names in contemporary fiction and travel writing plus some new voices from
around the world, including: Ann Patchett, Francine Prose, TC Boyle, Karen Joy Fowler, Pico Iyer,
Torre DeRoche, Blane Bachelor, Rebecca Dinerstein, Jan Morris, Elizabeth George, Jane Hamilton,
Alexander McCall Smith, Keija Parssinen, Mridu Khullar Relph, Yulia Denisyuk, Emily Koch, Carissa
Kasper, Jessica Silber, Candace Rose Rardon, Marilyn Abildskov, Shannon Leone Fowler, Robin
Cherry, Robert Twigger, Porochista Khakpour, Natalie Baszile, Suzy Joinson, Anthony Sattin, LH
McMillin, Bridget Crocker, Maggie Downs, Bishwanath Ghosh, Jeff Greenwald, James Dorsey and
Tahir Shah. About Lonely Planet: Started in 1973, Lonely Planet has become the world's leading
travel guide publisher with guidebooks to every destination on the planet, gift and lifestyle books
and stationery, as well as an award-winning website, magazines, a suite of mobile and digital travel
products, and a dedicated traveller community. Lonely Planet's mission is to enable curious
travellers to experience the world and to truly get to the heart of the places they find themselves in.
TripAdvisor Travelers' Choice Awards 2012, 2013, 2014, and 2015 winner in Favorite Travel Guide
category 'Lonely Planet guides are, quite simply, like no other.' - New York Times 'Lonely Planet. It's
on everyone's bookshelves; it's in every traveller's hands. It's on mobile phones. It's on the Internet.
It's everywhere, and it's telling entire generations of people how to travel the world.' - Fairfax Media
(Australia) Important Notice: The digital edition of this book may not contain all of the images found
in the physical edition.
  ann patchett biography: Current Biography Yearbook , 2003 The aim of Current Biography
Yearbook is to provide reference librarians, students, and researchers with objective, accurate, and
well-documented biographical articles about living leaders in all fields of human accomplishment.
Whenever feasible, obituary notices appear for persons whose biographies have been published in
Current Biography. - Publisher.
  ann patchett biography: Keep It Real: Everything You Need to Know About Researching and
Writing Creative Nonfiction Lee Gutkind, 2011-02-07 The one guide every creative nonfiction writer
needs to turn to when being creative. Writers of memoir and narrative nonfiction are experiencing
difficult days with the discovery that some well-known works in the genre contain exaggerations--or
are partially fabricated. But what are the parameters of creative nonfiction? Keep It Real begins by
defining creative nonfiction. Then it explores the flexibility of the form--the liberties and the
boundaries that allow writers to be as truthful, factual, and artful as possible. A succinct but rich



compendium of ideas, terms, and techniques, Keep It Real clarifies the ins and outs of writing
creative nonfiction. Starting with acknowledgment of sources, running through fact-checking,
metaphor, and navel gazing, and responsibilities to their subjects, this book provides all the
information you need to write with verve while remaining true to your story.
  ann patchett biography: The Routledge Introduction to American Postmodernism Linda
Wagner-Martin, 2018-10-03 The Routledge Introduction to American Postmodernism offers readers
a fresh, insightful overview to all genres of postmodern writing. Drawing on a variety of works from
not only mainstream authors but also those that are arguably unconventional, renowned scholar
Linda Wagner-Martin gives the reader a solid framework and foundation to reading, understanding,
and appreciating postmodern literature since its inception through the present day.
  ann patchett biography: Unpacking My Library Leah Price, 2011-11-29 As words and stories
are increasingly disseminated through digital means, the significance of the book as object—whether
pristine collectible or battered relic—is growing as well. Unpacking My Library: Writers and Their
Books spotlights the personal libraries of thirteen favorite novelists who share their collections with
readers. Stunning photographs provide full views of the libraries and close-ups of individual
volumes: first editions, worn textbooks, pristine hardcovers, and childhood companions. In her
introduction, Leah Price muses on the history and future of the bookshelf, asking what books can tell
us about their owners and what readers can tell us about their collections. Supplementing the
photographs are Price's interviews with each author, which probe the relation of writing to reading,
collecting, and arranging books. Each writer provides a list of top ten favorite titles, offering unique
personal histories along with suggestions for every bibliophile. Unpacking My Library: Writers and
Their Books features the personal libraries of Alison Bechdel, Stephen Carter, Junot Díaz, Rebecca
Goldstein and Steven Pinker, Lev Grossman and Sophie Gee, Jonathan Lethem, Claire Messud and
James Wood, Philip Pullman, Gary Shteyngart, and Edmund White.
  ann patchett biography: There Plant Eyes M. Leona Godin, 2022-08-30 From Homer to Helen
Keller, from Dune to Stevie Wonder, from the invention of braille to the science of echolocation, M.
Leona Godin explores the fascinating history of blindness, interweaving it with her own story of
gradually losing her sight. “[A] thought-provoking mixture of criticism, memoir, and advocacy. —The
New Yorker There Plant Eyes probes the ways in which blindness has shaped our ocularcentric
culture, challenging deeply ingrained ideas about what it means to be “blind.” For millennia,
blindness has been used to signify such things as thoughtlessness (“blind faith”), irrationality (“blind
rage”), and unconsciousness (“blind evolution”). But at the same time, blind people have been
othered as the recipients of special powers as compensation for lost sight (from the poetic gifts of
John Milton to the heightened senses of the comic book hero Daredevil). Godin—who began losing
her vision at age ten—illuminates the often-surprising history of both the condition of blindness and
the myths and ideas that have grown up around it over the course of generations. She combines an
analysis of blindness in art and culture (from King Lear to Star Wars) with a study of the science of
blindness and key developments in accessibility (the white cane, embossed printing, digital
technology) to paint a vivid personal and cultural history. A genre-defying work, There Plant Eyes
reveals just how essential blindness and vision are to humanity’s understanding of itself and the
world.
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