ap environmental science curriculum

ap environmental science curriculum is designed to provide high school
students with a comprehensive understanding of environmental concepts,
scientific principles, and practical applications related to the environment.
This curriculum integrates topics from biology, chemistry, earth science, and
social studies to explore the complex interactions between humans and the
natural world. Students learn about ecosystems, biodiversity, pollution,
resource management, and sustainability while developing critical thinking
and problem-solving skills. The course also emphasizes data analysis,
laboratory techniques, and environmental policy evaluation to prepare
students for the AP exam and future academic pursuits. This article will
outline the key components of the AP environmental science curriculum,
including its structure, core topics, teaching strategies, and assessment
methods.
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Overview of the AP Environmental Science
Curriculum

The AP environmental science curriculum is structured to cover a wide range
of interdisciplinary topics that address environmental issues and scientific
concepts. It enables students to explore how natural systems function and the
impact of human activities on these systems. The curriculum aligns with the
College Board's AP standards and is intended for students with a strong
interest in science and the environment. Typically, the course lasts one
academic year and integrates classroom instruction with hands-on laboratory
investigations and fieldwork.

Course Structure and Duration

The course is generally divided into thematic units that focus on different
aspects of environmental science, such as ecosystems, energy, pollution, and
sustainability. Each unit includes lectures, discussions, experiments, and

projects designed to deepen understanding and engagement. Schools may offer



the course as a full-year class or split it into semester-long segments
depending on their scheduling needs.

Alignment with College Board Standards

The curriculum follows the College Board’s framework, emphasizing scientific
inquiry, data analysis, and environmental problem-solving. It prepares
students for the AP Environmental Science exam by covering essential content
areas and developing skills in scientific investigation, quantitative
reasoning, and environmental policies.

Core Topics in the Curriculum

The AP environmental science curriculum covers a broad spectrum of scientific
principles and environmental issues. It blends natural sciences with social
and political considerations to provide a holistic understanding of
environmental challenges and solutions.

Earth Systems and Resources

This section focuses on the physical components of the environment, including
geology, atmosphere, and hydrology. Students learn about nutrient cycles,
energy flow, and the structure of ecosystems.

Biological Systems and Biodiversity

Students explore the diversity of life forms, ecological relationships, and
the importance of biodiversity for ecosystem stability. Topics include
population dynamics, species interactions, and conservation biology.

Population and Human Impact

The curriculum examines human population growth, resource consumption, and
environmental degradation. It covers urbanization, agriculture,
deforestation, and the consequences of human activities on natural systems.

Pollution and Global Change

This area addresses various types of pollution, including air, water, and
soil contamination, and their effects on ecosystems and human health. It also
covers climate change, ozone depletion, and strategies for mitigation and
adaptation.



Energy Resources and Consumption

Students study renewable and nonrenewable energy sources, energy efficiency,
and the environmental impacts of energy production and use. The curriculum
encourages evaluating sustainable energy solutions.

Instructional Strategies and Resources

Effective teaching of the AP environmental science curriculum involves a mix
of theoretical instruction and experiential learning. Educators use diverse
resources and methods to engage students and reinforce concepts.

Laboratory Investigations and Fieldwork

Hands-on experiments and outdoor activities are integral to the curriculum.
Students conduct experiments to analyze water quality, soil composition, and
biodiversity, enhancing their practical skills and scientific understanding.

Use of Multimedia and Technology

Incorporating videos, simulations, and interactive tools helps illustrate
complex environmental processes and current global issues. Technology
facilitates data collection, analysis, and presentation of findings.

Project-Based Learning and Case Studies

Projects and case studies allow students to apply knowledge to real-world
scenarios. These activities develop critical thinking, collaboration, and
communication skills essential for environmental problem-solving.

Recommended Textbooks and Supplementary Materials

Standard textbooks aligned with AP standards provide foundational knowledge,
while supplementary sources such as scientific journals, government reports,
and environmental organizations’ publications enrich learning.

Assessment and Exam Preparation

Assessment in the AP environmental science curriculum is multifaceted,
focusing on knowledge acquisition, analytical skills, and practical
application. Preparation for the AP exam is a key component of the
instructional plan.



Types of Assessments

Students are evaluated through quizzes, tests, laboratory reports, essays,
and presentations. These assessments measure understanding of content, data
interpretation, and ability to communicate scientific information
effectively.

AP Exam Format and Expectations

The AP Environmental Science exam includes multiple-choice questions and
free-response questions that test students’ grasp of concepts and their
analytical capabilities. Familiarity with the exam format and practicing past
gquestions are critical for success.

Study Strategies and Resources

Effective preparation involves regular review of course materials,
participation in study groups, and utilization of AP prep books and online
resources. Time management and understanding question types improve exam
performance.

Benefits of the AP Environmental Science
Curriculum

The AP environmental science curriculum offers numerous academic and personal
benefits, preparing students for college-level coursework and fostering
environmental stewardship.

College Credit and Advanced Placement

Successful completion of the AP exam can earn students college credit or
advanced placement in university environmental science or related courses,
saving time and tuition costs.

Development of Critical Skills

The curriculum enhances scientific literacy, critical thinking, and problem-
solving abilities. These skills are valuable across disciplines and in
addressing complex environmental challenges.



Awareness and Responsibility

Students gain a deeper understanding of environmental issues and their
implications, promoting responsible decision-making and active participation
in sustainability initiatives.

Preparation for Environmental Careers

The knowledge and skills acquired provide a strong foundation for careers in
environmental science, policy, conservation, and related fields, supporting
the development of future environmental professionals.

Comprehensive interdisciplinary content

Hands-on laboratory and field experiences

Preparation for AP exam and college-level work

Development of critical scientific and analytical skills

Fostering environmental awareness and responsibility

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main topics covered in the AP
Environmental Science curriculum?

The AP Environmental Science curriculum covers topics such as ecosystems,
biodiversity, population dynamics, earth systems and resources, land and
water use, energy resources and consumption, pollution, and global change.

How is the AP Environmental Science curriculum
structured?

The curriculum is structured around seven major scientific principles and
concepts, including Earth systems and resources, the living world, population
dynamics, land and water use, energy resources and consumption, pollution,
and global change, integrating both scientific analysis and environmental
issues.

What skills does the AP Environmental Science



curriculum aim to develop?

The curriculum aims to develop skills in data analysis, scientific inquiry,
critical thinking, problem-solving, and understanding the interrelationships
between natural systems and human activities.

How can teachers effectively prepare students for
the AP Environmental Science exam?

Teachers can prepare students by combining theoretical lessons with hands-on
labs, fieldwork, data interpretation exercises, practice exams, and
discussions on current environmental issues to foster a comprehensive
understanding of the material.

Are there any recent updates or changes to the AP
Environmental Science curriculum?

Recent updates to the AP Environmental Science curriculum emphasize
sustainability, climate change, and human impact on the environment,
incorporating more interdisciplinary approaches and current environmental
challenges to keep the content relevant and engaging.

Additional Resources

1. Environmental Science: A Global Concern

This textbook offers a comprehensive introduction to environmental science
with a focus on global environmental issues. It covers topics such as
ecosystems, biodiversity, pollution, and sustainability. The book emphasizes
scientific principles and real-world case studies to foster critical thinking
and environmental literacy.

2. Living in the Environment

Designed for environmental science students, this book provides an in-depth
look at ecological principles, human impacts on the environment, and
strategies for sustainability. It integrates current research and data to
explain complex environmental processes and challenges. The text encourages
problem-solving and environmental stewardship.

3. Principles of Environmental Science: Inquiry and Applications

This book blends scientific inquiry with practical applications to help
students understand environmental systems and human-environment interactions.
It includes detailed explanations of pollution, resource management, and
environmental policy. The text is well-suited for AP Environmental Science
courses due to its clear organization and engaging activities.

4. Environmental Science for AP
Specifically tailored for the AP Environmental Science curriculum, this book
aligns closely with the exam framework and learning objectives. It covers



core concepts such as earth systems, population dynamics, and energy
resources. The text includes review questions and practice tests to prepare
students for AP assessments.

5. Essentials of Environmental Science

This concise textbook provides a focused overview of environmental science
topics, ideal for students seeking a clear and straightforward approach. It
addresses critical issues like climate change, pollution, and conservation.
The book uses accessible language and vivid illustrations to enhance
understanding.

6. Fundamentals of Ecology

Focusing on ecological principles, this book delves into the relationships
between organisms and their environments. It explores ecosystems, energy
flow, and biogeochemical cycles, essential for grasping environmental science
concepts. The text supports AP curriculum topics by providing foundational
ecological knowledge.

7. Environmental Science: Earth as a Living Planet

This text emphasizes the dynamic and interconnected nature of Earth's systems
and human impacts. It integrates scientific data with environmental issues
such as resource depletion and climate change. The book encourages students
to explore sustainability and environmental ethics.

8. AP Environmental Science Crash Course

A concise review guide designed for AP exam preparation, this book summarizes
key concepts, terms, and processes. It includes practice questions and
strategies to boost test performance. Ideal for students needing a quick yet
thorough review before the AP exam.

9. Sustainability: A Comprehensive Foundation

This open-access textbook explores sustainability from scientific, economic,
and social perspectives. It covers environmental challenges and solutions,
promoting interdisciplinary understanding. The book is valuable for AP
Environmental Science students interested in long-term environmental
stewardship.
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Complete Content Review for AP Exam Sterling Test Prep, 2017-05-18 Recommended by
teachers. Trusted by students. Higher score money back guarantee! AP Environmental Science
Complete Content Review provides a detailed and thorough review of topics tested on the exam. The
content covers foundational principles and concepts necessary to answer related questions on the
test. - Earth systems and resources - The living world - Population - Land and water use - Energy
resources and consumption - Pollution - Global change This book provides a thorough and
curriculum-oriented review of all topics per the College Board's most current AP Environmental
Science course outline and is organized into seven content areas with detailed coverage of the
content tested on the exam. The information is presented in a clear and easy to understand style.
You can focus on one chapter at a time to fully comprehend and internalize important environmental
relationships. This book can be used both as accompanying text during your AP course and as a
review guide before the exam. By using it as your study tool you will develop the necessary skills and
will be well prepared for the course and the exam. Scoring well on AP exams is important for
admission to college. To achieve a high score on AP Environmental Science exam, you need to
develop reasoning skills to properly analyze environmental interconnected networks and quickly
respond to the exam's questions. You must be able to identify and analyze environmental problems,
propose solutions for avoiding and mitigating them, taking into account associated cultural, social
and economic considerations. The content is developed and edited by highly qualified science
teachers, researchers and education specialists with an emphasis on the curriculum and skills
outlined by the College Board for the AP Environmental Science course. It was examined for quality
and consistency by our team of editors who are experts on teaching and preparing students for
standardized tests.

ap environmental science curriculum: AP Environmental Science Gayle Evans, 2020-12-04
REA: the test prep AP teachers recommend.

ap environmental science curriculum: AP Environmental Science Crash Course Gayle
Evans, 2011-10-01 REA's AP Environmental Science Crash Course is the first book of its kind for the
last-minute studier or any AP student who wants a quick refresher on the course. /Written by an AP
Environmental Science teacher, the targeted review chapters prepare students for the test by only
focusing on the important topics tested on the AP Environmental Science exam. /The easy-to-read
review chapters in outline format cover everything AP students need to know for the exam: human
population dynamics, managing public lands, energy conservation, changes in Earth's climate,
species extinction, loss of biodiversity, and more. The author also includes must-know key terms all
AP students should know before test day. /With our Crash Course, students can study the subject
faster, learn the crucial material, and boost their AP score all in less time. The author provides key
strategies for answering the multiple-choice questions, so students can build their point scores and
geta 5!

ap environmental science curriculum: Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam
Princeton Review, 2010 Studying for the AP Environmental Science exam just got easier — the
proven strategies in this guidebook will help you score your best on the AP test.Cracking the AP
Environmental Science Exam, 2011 Editioncomes from the AP experts at The Princeton Review, and
it includes: *2 full-length AP Environmental Science practice tests with detailed explanations
*Comprehensive review of key labs you’ll need to know for the test *Quick-study lists of important
Environmental Science Terms for handy reference ¢Detailed walk-through of the free-response
section of the AP exam *Thorough review of all laboratory exercises — master the key material in
time for test day

ap environmental science curriculum: Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam Angela
C. M. Baker, Tim Ligget, 2009-01-06 Reviews topics covered on the test, offers tips on test-taking
strategies, and includes two full-length practice tests with answers and explanations.

ap environmental science curriculum: AP Environmental Science Premium, 2022-2023:
Comprehensive Review with 5 Practice Tests, Online Learning Lab Access + an Online
Timed Test Option Gary S. Thorpe, 2022-02 Be prepared for exam day with Barron's. Trusted



content from AP experts! Barron's AP Environmental Science Premium: 2022-2023 includes in-depth
content review and online practice. It's the only book you'll need to be prepared for exam day.
Written by Experienced Educators Learn from Barron's--all content is written and reviewed by AP
experts Build your understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a
leg up with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day--it's like having a trusted tutor by your
side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 5 full-length practice tests--2 in
the book, and 3 more online Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all Units on
the AP Environmental Science Exam--fully updated for this edition to reflect the current course and
exam! Reinforce your learning with practice questions at the end of each chapter Online Practice
Continue your practice with 3 full-length practice tests and additional online labs on Barron's Online
Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test option Deepen your understanding
with detailed answer explanations and expert advice Gain confidence with scoring to check your
learning progress

ap environmental science curriculum: Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam, 2012
Edition Princeton Review, 2011-12-13 If you need to know it, it’s in this book! Cracking the AP
Environmental Science Exam, 2012 Edition has been optimized for e-reader viewing with
cross-linked questions, answers, and explanations. It includes: ¢ Quick-study lists of important
environmental science terms ¢ A thorough review of all necessary laboratory exercises ¢ A
comprehensive guide for how to ace the free-response section of the exam « 2 full-length practice
tests with detailed explanations * Updated strategies that reflect the AP test scoring change

ap environmental science curriculum: Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam,
2013 Edition Princeton Review, Angela C. M. Baker, 2012-09-04 Reviews topics covered on the
test, offers tips on test-taking strategies, and includes two full-length practice tests with answers
and explanations.

ap environmental science curriculum: Environmental Science for AP® Andrew Friedland,
Rick Relyea, 2019-04-12 Written specifically for the AP® Environmental Science course, Friedland
and Relyea Environmental Science for AP® Second Edition, is designed to help you realize success
on the AP® Environmental Science Exam and in your course by providing the built-in support you
want and need. In the new edition, each chapter is broken into short, manageable modules to help
students learn at an ideal pace. Do the Math boxes review quantitative skills and offer you a chance
to practice the math you need to know to succeed. Module AP® Review questions, Unit AP®
Practice Exams, and a full length cumulative AP® Practice test offer unparalleled, integrated
support to prepare you for the real AP® Environmental Science exam in May. The new edition also
features a breakthrough in digital-based learning—an edaptext, powered by Copia Class.

ap environmental science curriculum: AP Environmental Science Premium, 2025: Prep Book
with 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Barron's Educational Series, Gary
S. Thorpe, 2024-07-02 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP experts!
Barron’s AP Environmental Science Premium, 2025 includes in-depth content review and practice.
It’s the only book you’ll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced Educators Learn
from Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your understanding with
comprehensive review tailored to the most recent exam Get a leg up with tips, strategies, and study
advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be Confident on Exam Day Sharpen
your test-taking skills with 5 full-length practice tests-2 in the book, and 3 more online-plus detailed
answer explanations for all questions Strengthen your knowledge with in-depth review covering all
units on the AP Environmental Science exam Reinforce your learning with practice questions at the
end of each unit that cover all frequently tested topics Learn to think like an environmentalist by
reviewing dozens of relevant laws, acts, and Case Studies that can be cited in your responses to the
FRQs Robust Online Practice Continue your practice with 3 full-length practice tests and virtual lab
experiments on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate the exam experience with a timed test
option Deepen your understanding with detailed answer explanations and expert advice for all test
and lab questions Gain confidence with scoring to check your learning progress



ap environmental science curriculum: AP Environmental Science Premium, 2024: 5 Practice
Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Gary S. Thorpe, 2023-07-04 5 full-length practice
tests with detailed answer explanations; online practice with a timed test option and scoring;
comprehensive review and practice for all topics on the exam; expert tips plus Barron's 'Essential 5'
things you need to know--Cover.

ap environmental science curriculum: Cracking the AP Environmental Science Exam, 2012
Edition Angela Morrow, Ph.D., Tim Ligget, Princeton Review, 2011-09-06 Reviews topics covered on
the test, offers tips on test-taking strategies, and includes two full-length practice tests with answers
and explanations.

ap environmental science curriculum: AP Environmental Science Premium, 2026: Prep
Book With 5 Practice Tests + Comprehensive Review + Online Practice Barron's Educational
Series, Gary S. Thorpe, 2025-07 Be prepared for exam day with Barron’s. Trusted content from AP
experts! Barron’s AP Environmental Science Premium, 2026 includes in-depth content review and
practice. It’s the only book you'll need to be prepared for exam day. Written by Experienced
Educators Learn from Barron’s--all content is written and reviewed by AP experts Build your
understanding with comprehensive review tailored to the most recent course and exam Get a leg up
with tips, strategies, and study advice for exam day--it’s like having a trusted tutor by your side Be
Confident on Exam Day Sharpen your test-taking skills with 5 full-length practice tests-2 in the
book, and 3 more online-plus detailed answer explanations for all questions Strengthen your
knowledge with in-depth review covering all units on the AP Environmental Science exam Reinforce
your learning with practice questions at the end of each unit that cover all frequently tested topics
Learn to think like an environmentalist by reviewing dozens of relevant laws, acts, and Case Studies
that can be cited in your responses to the FRQs Robust Online Practice Continue your practice with
3 full-length practice tests and virtual lab experiments on Barron’s Online Learning Hub Simulate
the exam experience with a timed test option Deepen your understanding with detailed answer
explanations and expert advice for all test and lab questions Gain confidence with scoring to check
your learning progress Publisher's Note: Products purchased from 3rd party sellers are not
guaranteed by the publisher for quality, authenticity, or access to any online entities included with
the product.

ap environmental science curriculum: Friedland/Relyea Environmental Science for AP*
Andrew Friedland, Rick Relyea, David Courard-Hauri, 2011-02-15 Friedland/Relyea Environmental
Science for AP* was specifically developed to meet the requirements of the AP Environmental
Science course and the needs of its students and teachers. This highly anticipated new textbook
explores the science behind environmental science and involves students with the fundamental
concepts and findings that inform environmental decision making at all levels—from personal
choices to national and international policy. This site will be the source for periodic updates on this
exciting project as it draws closer to publication. For the latest developments, or if you would like to
be a part of this project as a reviewer or class-tester, please contact Carlise Stembridge.

ap environmental science curriculum: Strive for 5: Preparing for the AP Environmental
Science Exam Andrew Friedland, Rick Relyea, 2015-08-15 This text is designed to help students
evaluate their understanding of the material covered in the main textbook, Environmental Science
for AP® by the same authors. It reinforces key concepts from the text and prepares students for
success on the AP® Environmental Science Exam. This title includes a study guide aligned with
Friedland and Relyea Environmental Science for the AP® course, Second Edition and essential tips
and test preparation.

ap environmental science curriculum: Teacher's Edition for Environmental Science for
the AP* Course Andrew Friedland, Rick Relyea, 2020-08-05

ap environmental science curriculum: Teacher's Edition for Environmental Science for
AP* Andrew Friedland, Rick Relyea, 2015-02-15 The Teacher’s Edition is a valuable resource for
instructors using Friedland and Relyea Environmental Science for AP® 2E. Authored by experienced
APES® instructors Nat Draper, Libby Jones, and Elisa McCracken, the TE includes the complete




student text with wrap-around content such as Teaching Tips, Common Misconceptions, AP® Exam
Tips, Exploring the Literature, More Math Practice, Teaching with Figures, Labs, Practicing Science,
and more. Each chapter is preceded by an in-depth introduction with a module alignment to the AP®
Environmental Science course description, complete list of chapter learning objectives, a pacing
guide, a comprehensive list of additional chapter resources, and a list of relevant free response
questions from previous APES® exams.

ap environmental science curriculum: Environmental Science for the AP® Course
Andrew Friedland, Rick Relyea, 2023-02-23 Friedland/Relyea helps students gain the knowledge and
skills needed to succeed on the AP® exam.

ap environmental science curriculum: Environmental Science for the AP® Course
Andrew Friedland, Rick Relyea, 2019-02-06 Environmental Science for the AP® Course was built
from the ground up specifically to suit the needs of AP® environmental science teachers and
students. Friedland/Relyea integrates AP® content and exam prep into a comprehensive
college-level textbook, providing students and teachers with the resources they need to be
successful in AP® Environmental Science. Features throughout the textbook include AP® Exam
Tips, math tutorials and review, review questions, and complete AP® Practice Exams. Strong media
offerings include online homework to provide just-in-time feedback, as well as adaptive quizzing.
Environmental Science for the AP® course provides students with the support they need to be
successful on the AP® Environmental Science exam and in the college classroom.
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resource section includes the title and author of a recently

AP Environmental Science Course at a Glance, Effective Fall 2019 Sequence of units, along
with approximate weighting and suggested pacing. Please note, pacing is based on 45-minute class
periods, meeting five days each week for a full academic year.

AP Environmental Science Course Audit - AP Central This annotated sample AP Environmental



Science syllabus shows how the curricular requirements can be demonstrated in a syllabus and what
level of detail you'll need to include
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AP Course and Exam Changes - AP Central | College Board AP periodically updates courses to
reflect current developments in each discipline, ensure alignment with introductory college courses,
and more clearly communicate the required

AP Environmental Science Curriculum Module: Agriculture and This Curriculum Module
presents AP® Environmental Science teachers with resources to address the common
misconceptions students have regarding nitrogen in the context of agricultural

AP Environmental Science - College Board AP Classroom is a free and flexible online platform
that provides instructional resources for each AP course to support student learning of all course
content and skills
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