american college history

american college history traces the development of higher education
institutions in the United States from their colonial beginnings to the
present day. This rich history reflects the evolving social, cultural, and
economic landscapes of America, highlighting the role colleges and
universities have played in shaping the nation’s intellectual and
professional fabric. From the establishment of the first colonial colleges to
the expansion of public universities and the rise of specialized
institutions, american college history encompasses significant milestones
that have influenced access, curriculum, and educational philosophy.
Understanding this history provides insight into how contemporary American
higher education systems have been formed and continue to evolve. This
article explores key periods, influential figures, and critical
transformations in american college history, offering a comprehensive
overview of its enduring legacy and ongoing challenges. Readers will also
find an outline of major developments and the impact of policy changes
throughout the centuries.

Early Colonial Colleges and Foundations

Expansion and Diversification in the 19th Century

20th Century Growth and Reform

The Role of American Colleges in Society

e Modern Trends and Challenges in American Higher Education

Early Colonial Colleges and Foundations

The origins of american college history date back to the early 17th century
when the first institutions of higher learning were established in the
American colonies. These colleges were primarily founded to train clergy and
educate the colonial elite, serving religious and civic needs. Harvard
College, founded in 1636, is recognized as the oldest higher education
institution in the United States. It set a precedent for educational models
that combined classical studies with theological training.

Harvard College and Its Influence

Harvard’s foundation marked a significant milestone in american college
history. Initially created to ensure an educated ministry, Harvard gradually
broadened its curriculum to include a liberal arts education. Its governance



structure and academic standards influenced the development of subsequent
colonial colleges.

Other Early Colonial Colleges

Following Harvard, other institutions such as the College of William & Mary
(1693), Yale University (1701), and the College of New Jersey (now Princeton
University, 1746) were established. These colleges expanded educational
opportunities beyond Massachusetts and introduced diverse approaches to
higher education, including Presbyterian and Anglican influences.

e Focus on religious training and classical education
e Limited enrollment mostly to white male students

e Curricula emphasizing Latin, Greek, philosophy, and theology

Expansion and Diversification in the 19th
Century

The 19th century was a period of rapid growth and diversification in american
college history. The Industrial Revolution, westward expansion, and
increasing democratization of education influenced the establishment of
numerous new colleges and universities. This era saw the emergence of public
universities, land-grant institutions, and specialized schools.

The Morrill Land-Grant Acts

Passed in 1862 and 1890, the Morrill Acts were pivotal in expanding access to
higher education. They provided federal lands to states to fund colleges
focused on agriculture, science, and engineering. This legislation led to the
creation of many public universities, democratizing education and aligning
curricula with practical and industrial needs.

Rise of Women's Colleges and Historically Black
Colleges

American college history also reflects progress in inclusivity during the
19th century. Women’s colleges such as Vassar and Wellesley were founded,
offering women opportunities for higher education previously unavailable.
Additionally, historically black colleges and universities (HBCUs) like
Howard University and Tuskegee Institute emerged to serve African American



students during and after the Reconstruction era.

e Expansion of educational access beyond traditional elites
e Development of professional and technical programs

e Increasing regional diversity in college locations

20th Century Growth and Reform

The 20th century brought significant transformations to american college
history, characterized by mass enrollment increases, curriculum reforms, and
the rise of research universities. The GI Bill after World War II
dramatically expanded college attendance, making higher education accessible
to millions of veterans.

The GI Bill and Mass Higher Education

Officially known as the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, the GI Bill
provided educational benefits for returning veterans. This policy led to a
surge in college enrollment, fueling the expansion of campuses and academic
programs. It marked a turning point toward the modern American university
system with a diverse student body.

Research Universities and Academic Innovation

During the 20th century, institutions such as the University of Chicago and
Johns Hopkins University pioneered the research university model, emphasizing
graduate education and scientific inquiry. This shift contributed to
America’s leadership in global research and technology development.

e Increased federal funding for scientific research
e Expansion of graduate and professional schools

e Greater emphasis on interdisciplinary studies

The Role of American Colleges in Society

American colleges have served multiple roles beyond education, including



social mobility engines, cultural centers, and economic drivers. Throughout
american college history, colleges have been instrumental in shaping societal
values and responding to national needs such as wartime mobilization and
civil rights movements.

Social Mobility and Access

Higher education has historically been a pathway to social advancement in the
United States. Efforts to broaden access, including affirmative action
policies and financial aid programs, reflect ongoing commitments to equity
within american college history. These initiatives aim to dismantle barriers
for underrepresented populations.

Cultural and Civic Engagement

Colleges have also functioned as hubs of cultural activity and civic
discourse. Student activism during the 1960s and beyond highlights the role
of higher education institutions as sites of political engagement and social
change.

Modern Trends and Challenges in American Higher
Education

Contemporary american college history is shaped by rapid technological
advancements, changing demographics, and evolving economic demands.
Institutions face challenges related to affordability, student debt, and
adapting curricula to the 21st-century workforce.

Technology and Online Learning

The integration of digital technologies has transformed teaching and learning
methods. Online courses and degree programs have expanded access but also
raised questions about quality and equity in american college history.

Affordability and Student Debt

Rising tuition costs and student loan debt have become pressing issues. These
financial challenges affect enrollment patterns and provoke debates on the
future structure of American higher education funding.

1. Increasing adoption of hybrid and online education models



2. Growing emphasis on STEM and vocational training

3. Institutional efforts to improve diversity and inclusion

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Morrill Act of 1862
in American college history?

The Morrill Act of 1862 provided federal land to states to establish colleges
focused on agriculture and the mechanic arts, greatly expanding access to
higher education and leading to the creation of many public universities.

How did the GI Bill impact American colleges after
World War II?

The GI Bill provided returning veterans with tuition and living expenses,
leading to a surge in college enrollments and significantly expanding the
American higher education system.

When were the first American colleges established
and which are the oldest?

The first American colleges were established in the 17th century, with
Harvard College (1636), the College of William & Mary (1693), and Yale
University (1701) being among the oldest.

What role did the Civil Rights Movement play in
American college history?

The Civil Rights Movement led to the desegregation of many American colleges
and universities, increased diversity in higher education, and paved the way
for affirmative action policies.

How has the rise of community colleges influenced
American higher education?

Community colleges have provided affordable, accessible education and
vocational training to millions, serving as a bridge to four-year
institutions and meeting workforce demands.



What was the impact of the student protest movements
of the 1960s on American colleges?

The 1960s student protests brought attention to issues like civil rights,
free speech, and the Vietnam War, leading to greater student activism,
changes in campus policies, and reforms in university governance.

How did the establishment of the Ivy League shape
American college prestige?

The Ivy League, formed as an athletic conference in 1954, became synonymous
with academic excellence, exclusivity, and social status, influencing
perceptions of elite higher education in the U.S.

What are land-grant universities and why are they
important in American college history?

Land-grant universities were established through the Morrill Acts to promote
practical education in agriculture and engineering, playing a key role in
democratizing higher education and supporting economic development.

How has technology transformed American college
education in recent decades?

Technology has revolutionized American colleges through online learning
platforms, digital libraries, and virtual classrooms, increasing access,
flexibility, and the ability to reach a diverse student population.

Additional Resources

1. Campus and Classroom: The Evolution of American Higher Education

This book explores the transformation of American colleges from their
colonial origins to modern research universities. It examines the social,
political, and economic factors that shaped higher education, including the
rise of public universities and the impact of federal funding. Readers gain
insight into how campuses became centers of innovation and activism.

2. The Ivy League: A History of Elite American Colleges

Focusing on the prestigious Ivy League schools, this volume delves into their
founding, traditions, and influence on American society. The author discusses
how these institutions have balanced exclusivity with academic excellence and
their role in shaping national leadership. The book also addresses issues of
access and diversity over time.

3. From Morrill to Modernity: Land-Grant Colleges and Their Legacy
This work highlights the significance of land-grant colleges established
under the Morrill Act of 1862. It details how these institutions democratized



higher education by providing practical training in agriculture and
engineering. The book traces their growth into comprehensive universities
serving broad populations.

4. Student Movements and Social Change: American Colleges in the 20th Century
An in-depth look at the role of college campuses in political and social
movements throughout the 1900s. It covers key protests, from civil rights and
anti-war demonstrations to feminist and environmental activism. The book
sheds light on how student activism influenced national policies and campus
culture.

5. Segregation to Integration: The Struggle for Equality in American Higher
Education

This title chronicles the challenges and milestones in the desegregation of
American colleges. It documents landmark court cases, student efforts, and
institutional responses that shaped inclusive policies. The narrative
emphasizes the ongoing impact of these changes on campus diversity.

6. The Rise of Community Colleges: Expanding Access and Opportunity

Tracing the development of community colleges, this book explains their role
in expanding educational access to non-traditional and underserved students.
It discusses the mission of these institutions to provide affordable,
flexible learning pathways and workforce training. The author highlights
their importance in today’s higher education landscape.

7. Women in American Higher Education: Breaking Barriers and Building Futures
This volume explores the history of women's participation in colleges and
universities, from exclusion to leadership roles. It covers early women’s
colleges, coeducation debates, and the feminist movements that pushed for
equality. The book celebrates the achievements and ongoing challenges faced
by women in academia.

8. Technology and Transformation: The Digital Revolution in American Colleges
Examining the impact of technology on teaching, learning, and administration,
this book captures the digital shift in higher education. It discusses online
courses, research advancements, and changing campus infrastructures. The
author considers how technology has reshaped the college experience and
academic accessibility.

9. The Financialization of American Higher Education

This book investigates the increasing influence of financial markets and
tuition costs on college operations and student life. It analyzes trends in
student debt, funding models, and institutional priorities. The narrative
raises critical questions about sustainability and equity in the future of
American colleges.
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american college history: The American College and University Frederick Rudolph,
2011-07-01 First published in 1962, Frederick Rudolph's groundbreaking study, The American
College and University, remains one of the most useful and significant works on the history of higher
education in America. Bridging the chasm between educational and social history, this book was one
of the first to examine developments in higher education in the context of the social, economic, and
political forces that were shaping the nation at large. Surveying higher education from the colonial
era through the mid-twentieth century, Rudolph explores a multitude of issues from the financing of
institutions and the development of curriculum to the education of women and blacks, the rise of
college athletics, and the complexities of student life. In his foreword to this new edition, John Thelin
assesses the impact that Rudolph's work has had on higher education studies. The new edition also
includes a bibliographic essay by Thelin covering significant works in the field that have appeared
since the publication of the first edition. At a time when our educational system as a whole is under
intense scrutiny, Rudolph's seminal work offers an important historical perspective on the
development of higher education in the United States.

american college history: The American College and University Frederick Rudolph, 1962

american college history: The American College and the Culture of Aspiration,
1915-1940 David O. Levine, 2019-06-30 Is higher education a right or a privilege? Who should go to
college? What should they study there? These questions were hotly debated between the world wars,
when an unprecedented boom in college enrollments forced Americans to struggle between their
belief in the importance of educational opportunity and their desire to preserve the existing social
structure. In The American College and the Culture of Aspiration, 1915-1940, David O. Levine offers
the first in-depth history of higher education during this era, a period when colleges and universities
became arbiters of social and economic mobility and a hierarchy of schools evolved to meet growing
demands for occupational training and socialization.

american college history: The American College and University: A History Frederick
Rudolph, 2021-12-26 First published in 1962, this book remains one of the most significant works on
the history of higher education in America. Bridging the chasm between educational and social
history, it was one of the first to examine developments in higher education in the context of the
social, economic, and political forces that were shaping the nation at large. Surveying higher
education from the colonial era through the mid-20th century, Rudolph explores a multitude of
issues from the financing of institutions and the development of curriculum to the education of
women and blacks, the rise of college athletics, and the complexities of student life. In his foreword
to this edition, John R. Thelin assesses the impact Rudolph’s work has had on higher education
studies. The edition also includes a bibliographic essay by Thelin covering significant works in the
field that have appeared since the publication of the first edition. “[A]n excellent book... a scholarly
book, but one easy to read and always interesting.” — Francis Horn, The New York Times Book
Review “A tour de force... The general reader as well as the historian of education will find in it the
interesting story of America’s academic life, told with truth and originality” — Saturday Review
“[An] important and widely celebrated book... it collects an enormous number of disparate sources...
and weaves them into a history of American colleges and universities that is useful, even today, to
both the scholar and the general reader... an exceptionally comprehensive book... it traces some
three hundred years of the history of American colleges and universities from the 1636 founding of
Harvard well into the twentieth century.” — David S. Webster, The Review of Higher Education
“[Rudolph] has skillfully organized the results of his comprehensive research; he has a flair for
catching the attention with a colorful incident or a memorable quotation; and he writes with a
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sprightly yet authoritative style. The result is an exceptionally readable account that the scholar will
find a profitable addition to his library. The book should appeal, too, to the general reader with a
non-professional interest in American higher education, and in how it developed, and why.” — David
Madsen, History of Education Quarterly “The American College and University... covers an amazing
amount of ground in less than 500 pages of text... a significant contribution.” — Russell E. Miller,
American Association of University Professors Bulletin “[A] first-rate contribution to the
all-too-meager written history of American education and an example of institutional history at its
best.” — Theodore R. Sizer, The New England Quarterly “Frederick Rudolph has chosen to create a
vast design stretched across the canvas of several centuries and a broad continent, woven against
the military, political, and economic tapestry of a new people creating a new way of life... He has
more than succeeded. Covering both minute detail and sweeping developments, Mr. Rudolph makes
a significant contribution to historical research by relating the growth of higher education to the
totality of the American scene. At the same time he has produced a readable literary effort — set
apart from books for popular consumption not by its style, which is well paced and clear, but by its
depth of documentation... Rudolph writes with the skill of the novelist in keeping his narrative alive.”
— Kenneth R. Williams, The Florida Historical Quarterly “This is a superb account of American
higher education from colonial times to the present... The major developments are here, all in
perspective, and treated in such a way as to please readers who value clarity, insight, proportion,
quiet humor, and literary grace.” — Irwin G. Wyllie, The Business History Review “The American
College and University is felicitous writing, eminently readable and frequently entertaining...
Rudolph's work makes a significant contribution to educational history and will repay conscientious
study.” — Saul Sack, The Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography “[Rudolph's book] bears
the marks of sound scholarship, and it is written with clarity and urbanity. It will be read with
interest by academics and laymen and will probably remain the best one-volume history of its
subject for many years.” — Frederick H. Jackson, The Mississippi Valley Historical Review “[T]his is
a very capable history of the American college and university and is delightfully written... Both
layman and historian can read this book with great profit and great enjoyment.” — Philip Davidson,
The Journal of Southern History “[Vlery readable and at times absorbing... [an] illuminating history
of the American college.” — Leonard F. Bacigalupo, The Catholic Historical Review “A carefully
documented, well-indexed, and, to cap it, entertaining work leaving little doubt that the history of
American higher education must be the most delightful story since the beginning of universities in
medieval Europe.” — American Behavioral Scientist

american college history: Review of the History of the American College with Reference to the
Question of Location Lewis A. Dunn, 2024-06-14

american college history: The History of American Higher Education Roger L. Geiger,
2014-11-09 An authoritative one-volume history of the origins and development of American higher
education This book tells the compelling saga of American higher education from the founding of
Harvard College in 1636 to the outbreak of World War II. The most in-depth and authoritative
history of the subject available, The History of American Higher Education traces how colleges and
universities were shaped by the shifting influences of culture, the emergence of new career
opportunities, and the unrelenting advancement of knowledge. Roger Geiger, arguably today's
leading historian of American higher education, vividly describes how colonial colleges developed a
unified yet diverse educational tradition capable of weathering the social upheaval of the Revolution
as well as the evangelical fervor of the Second Great Awakening. He shows how the character of
college education in different regions diverged significantly in the years leading up to the Civil
War—for example, the state universities of the antebellum South were dominated by the sons of
planters and their culture—and how higher education was later revolutionized by the land-grant
movement, the growth of academic professionalism, and the transformation of campus life by
students. By the beginning of the Second World War, the standard American university had taken
shape, setting the stage for the postwar education boom. Breathtaking in scope and rich in narrative
detail, The History of American Higher Education is the most comprehensive single-volume history



of the origins and development of of higher education in the United States.

american college history: The History of American College Football Christian Anderson,
Amber Fallucca, 2021-05-19 This volume provides unique insight into how American colleges and
universities have been significantly impacted and shaped by college football, and considers how U.S.
sports culture more generally has intersected with broader institutional and educational issues. By
documenting events from the nineteenth and twentieth centuries including protests, legal battles,
and policy reforms which were centred around college sports, this distinctive volume illustrates how
football has catalyzed broader controversies and progress relating to race and diversity,
commercialization, corruption, and reform in higher education. Relying foremost on primary archival
material, chapters illustrate the continued cultural, social, and economic themes and impacts of
college athletics on U.S. higher education and campus life today. This text will benefit researchers,
graduate students, and academics in the fields of higher education, as well as the history of
education and sport more broadly. Those interested in the sociology of education and the politics of
sport will also enjoy this volume.

american college history: Higher Education in Transition John Brubacher, 2017-07-05 At a
time when our colleges and universities face momentous questions of new growth and direction, the
republication of Higher Education in Transition is more timely than ever. Beginning with colonial
times, the authors trace the development of our college and university system chronologically, in
terms of men and institutions. They bring into focus such major areas of concern as curriculum,
administration, academic freedom, and student life. They tell their story with a sharp eye for the
human values at stake and the issues that will be with us in the future.One gets a sense not only of
temporal sequence by centuries and decades but also of unity and continuity by a review of major
themes and topics. Rudy's new chapters update developments in higher education during the last
twenty years. Higher Education in Transition continues to have significance not only for those who
work in higher education, but for everyone interested in American ideas, traditions, and social and
intellectual history.

american college history: A History of American Higher Education John R. Thelin, 2011-11-15
Colleges and universities are among the most cherished—and controversial—institutions in the
United States. In this updated edition of A History of American Higher Education, John R. Thelin
offers welcome perspective on the triumphs and crises of this highly influential sector in American
life. Thelin’s work has distinguished itself as the most wide-ranging and engaging account of the
origins and evolution of America's institutions of higher learning. This edition brings the discussion
of perennial hot-button issues such as big-time sports programs up to date and addresses such
current areas of contention as the changing role of governing boards and the financial challenges
posed by the economic downturn.

american college history: The Study of History in American Colleges and Universities Herbert
Baxter Adams, 1887

american college history: A History of American Higher Education John R. Thelin,
2019-04-02 The definitive history of American higher education—now up to date. Colleges and
universities are among the most cherished—and controversial—institutions in the United States. In
this updated edition of A History of American Higher Education, John R. Thelin offers welcome
perspective on the triumphs and crises of this highly influential sector in American life. Exploring
American higher education from its founding in the seventeenth century to its struggle to innovate
and adapt in the first decades of the twenty-first century, Thelin demonstrates that the experience of
going to college has been central to American life for generations of students and their families.
Drawing from archival research, along with the pioneering scholarship of leading historians, Thelin
raises profound questions about what colleges are—and what they should be. Covering issues of
social class, race, gender, and ethnicity in each era and chapter, this new edition showcases a fresh
concluding chapter that focuses on both the opportunities and problems American higher education
has faced since 2010. The essay on sources has been revised to incorporate books and articles
published over the past decade. The book also updates the discussion of perennial hot-button issues



such as big-time sports programs, online learning, the debt crisis, the adjunct crisis, and the return
of the culture wars and addresses current areas of contention, including the changing role of
governing boards and the financial challenges posed by the economic downturn. Anyone studying
the history of this institution in America must read Thelin's classic text, which has distinguished
itself as the most wide-ranging and engaging account of the origins and evolution of America's
institutions of higher learning.

american college history: Rethinking the History of American Education W. Reese, ]. Rury,
2007-12-25 This collection of original essays examines the history of American education as it has
developed as a field since the 1970s and moves into a post-revisionist era and looks forward to
possible new directions for the future. Contributors take a comprehensive approach, beginning with
colonial education and spanning to modern day, while also looking at various aspects of education,
from higher education, to curriculum, to the manifestation of social inequality in education. The
essays speak to historians, educational researchers, policy makers and others seeking fresh
perspectives on questions related to the historical development of schooling in the United States.

american college history: american higher education a documentary history, 1961

american college history: The Study of History in American Colleges and Universities
Herbert Baxter Adams, 1887

american college history: The History of College Affordability in the United States from
Colonial Times to the Cold War Thomas Adam, 2020-10-13 This book examines how tuition and
student loans became an accepted part of college costs in the first half of the twentieth century. The
author argues that college was largely free to nineteenth-century college students since local and
religious communities, donors, and the state agreed to pay the tuition bill with the expectation that
the students would serve society upon graduation. College education was essentially considered a
public good. This arrangement ended after 1900. The increasing secularization and
professionalization of college education as well as changes in the socio-economic composition of the
student body—which included more and more students from well-off families—caused educators,
college administrators, and donors to argue that students pursued a college degree for their own
advancement and therefore should be made to pay for it. Students were expected to pay tuition
themselves and to take out student loans in order to fund their education.

american college history: Reconstructing History Elizabeth Fox-Genovese, Elisabeth
Lasch-Quinn, 2019-10-25 In May 1997, a group of distinguished historians announced the formation
of the Historical Society, an organization that sought to be free of the jargon-laden debates and
political agendas that have come to characterize the profession. Eugene Genovese, Prsident of the
Society, explained the commitment to form a new and genuinely diverse organization. The Society
extends from left to right and embraces people of every ideological and political tendency. The
Society promotes frank debate in an atmosphere of civility, mutual respect, and common courtesy.
All we require is that participants lay down plausible premises; reason logically; appeal to evidence;
and prepare to exchange criticism with those who hold different points of view. Our goal: to promote
an integrated history accessible to the public. From those beginnings, the Society has grown to
include hundreds of members from every level of the profession, from Pulitzer-prize winning
scholars to graduate students, across the ideological and political spectrum. In this first book from
the Historical Society, several founding members explore central topics within the field; the
enduring value of the practice of history; the sensitive use of historical records, sources, and
archives; the value of common standards; and much more. An engaging and challenging work that
will appeal to scholars, students, educators, and the many public readers who have become lost in
the culture wars, Reconstructing History is sure to generate the kind of civil, reasoned debate that is
a foundational goal of the Historical Society. Contributors include Walter A. McDougall, Marc
Trachtenberg, Alan Charles Kors, Deborah A. Symonds, Leo P. Ribuffo, Bruce Kuklick, Elizabeth
Fox-Genovese, Gertrude Himmelfarb, Edward Berkowitz, John Patrick Diggins, John Womack, Victor
Davis Hanson, Miriam R. Levin, Martin J. Sklar, Eugene D. Genovese, Daniel C. Littlefield, Elisabeth
Lasch-Quinn, Russell Jacoby, Rochelle Gurstein, Paul Rahe, Donald Kagan, Diane Ravitch, Sean



Wilentz, Louis Ferleger and Richard H. Steckel.

american college history: Wittenberg: An American College William A. Kinnison,
2008-09-23 Half of all the colleges founded before the Civil War did not survive. Wittenberg did. This
is the story of a college on the Ohio frontier that sought to Americanize millions of German
immigrants and to Americanize the German Lutheran Church. In spite of that, Wittenberg was
caught in the anti-foreign prejudice of “Nativists” who feared the influence of immigrants on
American institutions. The school prospered after the Civil War as America embraced German
culture from classical music to the Christmas tree. The school again faced prejudice in the
anti-German furor of World War I. Simultaneously, this is the story of students and faculty coping
with the pressures of a nation going from the poverty of the rural frontier to the wealth of an
urban-industrial society and how they and Wittenberg changed.

american college history: The History and Practice of College Health H. Spencer Turner,
Janet L. Hurley, 2014-07-11 This volume is the first definitive reference and textbook in the
one-hundred-fifty year history of college health. Written for professionals and for those working in
student services and higher education administration, it covers the history of college health,
administrative matters including financing and accreditation, and clinical issues such as women's
health, HIV/AIDS, and mental health. The book also focuses on prevention, including immunization
and tuberculin testing. The contributors are well respected in the field and are actively working in
the specific areas on which they write.

american college history: Perspectives on the History of Higher Education: 2007 Roger L.
Geiger, 2011-12-31 This volume of Perspectives opens with two contrasting perspectives on the
purpose of higher education at the dawning of the university age--perspectives that continue to
define the debate today. First A. ]J. Angulo recreates the controversy surrounding the founding and
early years of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Whether presented as an alternative to or
a repudiation of the prevailing classical liberal education, MIT was rejected as inherently inferior by
college defenders. Second is George Levesque's penetrating reappraisal of Yale president Noah
Porter (1870-1886). Known almost solely for his role as a college defender, Porter is revealed as a
vigorous scholar who became fixated with preserving the strengths of Yale College. As these matters
were vigorously debated during these years, Porter's position was superseded by more powerful
forces. Considering the cliches about liberal domination of higher education, it is seldom
appreciated that the conservative movement has had a presence on campus throughout the postwar
era. Jennifer de Forrest uses the reorganization of several conservative foundations to offer a critical
appraisal of their impact. Known as the four sisters, the Bradley Foundation, the Scaife Foundations,
the Smith Richardson Foundation, and the Olin Foundation have been sharply focused on winning
student support by funding conservative scholars and networking organizations, as well as student
groups and newspapers. The tempestuous state of academic publishing is made more vivid by the
clash of colorful characters. At the dawn of modern academic publishing, the Educational Review,
published by Columbia's Nicholas Murray Butler, was the foremost journal in its field. Paul McInerny
interweaves the history of this journal with the educational issues of the late nineteenth century and
the remarkable career of Columbia's longtime president. An additional actor is James McKeen
Cattell, a noted psychologist and prolific academic publisher. As a Columbia professor, Cattell was
also a thorn in the side of President Butler. In 1917 Butler fired Cattell for criticizing the war effort,
an egregious breach of academic freedom even for those early times. Events took an ironic turn,
however, when Cattell later acquired Butler's former Review.

american college history: Making Higher Education Christian Joel A. Carpenter, Kenneth W.
Shipps, 2019-04-29 This book takes stock of an important but often hidden aspect of American
Protestant evangelicalism: its efforts in higher education. The many liberal arts colleges, graduate
theological seminaries, and Bible colleges nationwide that serve evangelical traditions and
movements have remained nearly invisible to the academic establishment until recently. The essays
presented here reflect a maturing community of scholarship focused on the unfinished business of
developing a thoroughly Christian approach to contemporary higher education. They offer new



theoretical perspectives on the aims and bases of educating, candid assessments of shortcomings in
evangelical scholarship, and concrete suggestion for effective approaches to contemporary
problems.
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