allen guelzo political leanings

allen guelzo political leanings have been a subject of interest for many who follow
American history and contemporary political discourse. As a prominent historian
specializing in the Civil War era, Allen Guelzo is often analyzed not only for his scholarly
contributions but also for his ideological perspectives. Understanding Guelzo’s political
leanings provides insight into how his interpretations of history influence modern political
thought and public policy debates. This article explores the nuances of Allen Guelzo’s
political beliefs, examining his intellectual background, public statements, and scholarly
work to reveal his stance on key political issues. Additionally, the discussion will cover
how his views align or diverge from mainstream political ideologies. The following sections
break down the aspects of his political leanings, his historical methodology, and the
implications of his work in contemporary politics.

Background and Intellectual Foundations

Allen Guelzo’s Views on Conservatism

Interpretation of Civil War and Its Political Implications

Public Statements and Political Commentary

Influence on Contemporary Political Discourse

Criticism and Controversies Surrounding His Political Views

Background and Intellectual Foundations

Allen Guelzo is a distinguished historian known primarily for his expertise in the Civil War
period, particularly Abraham Lincoln’s presidency and the abolitionist movement. His
academic background includes extensive study of American history, with a focus on the
moral and political complexities of the 19th century. Guelzo’s education and scholarly
influences contribute significantly to understanding his political leanings. Rooted in
rigorous historical analysis, his approach emphasizes the importance of constitutional
principles, moral clarity, and the role of individual agency in shaping political events.

Academic and Professional Background

Guelzo holds a Ph.D. in history and has held teaching positions at prestigious institutions.
His scholarship is characterized by a commitment to primary sources and a conservative
interpretation of historical events. This foundation has shaped a worldview that often
aligns with traditionalist and constitutionalist perspectives, reflecting a respect for
American founding principles and skepticism towards radical political change.



Philosophical Influences

Influenced by intellectual traditions emphasizing natural law, individual rights, and limited
government, Guelzo’s political leanings resonate with classical liberalism and modern
conservatism. His writings often reflect an appreciation for historical figures who
championed these ideals, especially Lincoln’s vision of union and liberty.

Allen Guelzo’s Views on Conservatism

Allen Guelzo’s political leanings are frequently described as conservative, though his
conservatism is nuanced and deeply informed by historical context. He advocates for a
political philosophy that values tradition, law, and moral order, while maintaining
openness to reasoned debate and historical reinterpretation. His conservatism is not
aligned with any single political party but is rooted in a broader ideological framework
that emphasizes continuity, stability, and respect for foundational American values.

Core Principles of Guelzo’s Conservatism

Emphasis on constitutional fidelity and original intent

Support for the rule of law and institutional integrity

Moral clarity regarding issues such as slavery and human rights

Respect for historical precedent and caution against rapid social change

Advocacy for individual responsibility and limited government intervention

Comparison with Other Conservative Thinkers

While Guelzo shares similarities with prominent conservative intellectuals, his focus on
historical accuracy and moral evaluation sets him apart. He is less partisan and more
concerned with the ethical dimensions of political issues, especially those related to justice
and human dignity. This approach often leads him to critique both left-wing and right-wing
perspectives when they diverge from historical truth or moral principles.

Interpretation of Civil War and Its Political
Implications

One of the most significant aspects of Allen Guelzo’s political leanings is his interpretation
of the Civil War, which serves as a lens through which he views contemporary political
debates. His scholarship highlights the moral and constitutional stakes of the conflict,



emphasizing the fight against slavery as a central political and ethical issue. This
perspective informs his stance on modern discussions about race, federalism, and national
unity.

Unionism and Federal Authority

Guelzo champions the idea that the preservation of the Union was paramount, reflecting a
belief in a strong federal government capable of upholding constitutional order. His
analysis suggests that federal authority is essential in protecting rights and maintaining
national cohesion, a viewpoint that influences his political leanings towards a balanced but
robust government role.

Abolitionism and Moral Politics

Central to Guelzo’s work is the emphasis on abolitionism as a morally driven political

movement. He portrays abolitionists as principled actors committed to justice, framing the
political struggle over slavery as a defining moment of American moral progress. This lens
underpins his views on contemporary civil rights issues and the ongoing quest for equality.

Public Statements and Political Commentary

Allen Guelzo has contributed to public discourse not only through his academic work but
also via media appearances, lectures, and opinion pieces. His political leanings emerge
clearly in these contexts, where he often discusses historical parallels to current events,
providing commentary grounded in his expertise. These public statements reveal a
consistent adherence to his conservative and constitutionalist values.

Engagement with Contemporary Politics

Guelzo frequently addresses issues such as federalism, civil liberties, and historical
memory. His commentary tends to caution against revisionist histories that distort
foundational American values or downplay the moral clarity of past struggles. He
advocates for a politics informed by history, warning of the dangers posed by ideological
extremism on both sides of the political spectrum.

Role in Political Debates

In debates over topics like Confederate monuments, racial reconciliation, and national
identity, Guelzo’s political leanings favor preserving historical truth and promoting an
honest reckoning with the past. His position often appeals to those who seek a balanced
understanding of history’s role in shaping political and cultural conflicts.



Influence on Contemporary Political Discourse

Allen Guelzo’s political leanings have a notable impact on how history is used in modern
political conversations. His scholarship provides a framework for interpreting the past that
informs policy discussions, educational curricula, and public memory. Through his work,
Guelzo contributes to shaping a political culture that values historical integrity and
principled governance.

Impact on Education and Public Memory

Guelzo’s influence extends to debates about how history should be taught and
remembered. His insistence on accuracy and moral seriousness affects educational
policies and the public’s understanding of historical events, particularly the Civil War and
emancipation.

Engagement with Political Institutions

While not a political actor himself, Guelzo’s work is often cited by politicians, scholars, and
commentators engaged in discussions about national identity and constitutional principles.
His political leanings help frame arguments supporting a cautious and respectful approach
to political change.

Criticism and Controversies Surrounding His
Political Views

Like many public intellectuals, Allen Guelzo’s political leanings have attracted criticism
and sparked debate. Some critics argue that his conservative interpretation of history
downplays certain social injustices or fails to adequately address systemic inequalities.
Others contend that his focus on constitutionalism and moral clarity sometimes
oversimplifies complex historical realities.

Critiques from the Left

Progressive critics often challenge Guelzo’s skepticism of rapid social change and his
defense of traditional institutions. They may view his interpretations as insufficiently
attentive to the experiences of marginalized groups or as supportive of a political status
quo that perpetuates inequality.

Critiques from the Right

Conversely, some conservative commentators argue that Guelzo’s historical rigor leads
him to positions that are less politically expedient or more nuanced than mainstream
partisan narratives. This can result in disagreements about the application of historical



lessons to contemporary policy.

Summary of Key Criticisms

Perceived conservatism as limiting progressive social reform

Allegations of historical interpretation bias

Debate over the balance between moral clarity and historical complexity

Disagreements over the role of federal power in political governance

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Allen Guelzo's political leanings?

Allen Guelzo is generally viewed as a conservative scholar, particularly known for his work
on the American Civil War and Abraham Lincoln.

Has Allen Guelzo expressed support for any political
party?

Allen Guelzo has not explicitly endorsed any political party, but his writings often reflect
conservative and traditional viewpoints.

Does Allen Guelzo's political leaning influence his
historical interpretations?

Yes, Guelzo's conservative perspective can be seen in his emphasis on constitutionalism
and the moral seriousness of historical figures like Abraham Lincoln.

Is Allen Guelzo affiliated with any political
organizations?

There is no public information indicating formal affiliation of Allen Guelzo with specific
political organizations.

How do critics perceive Allen Guelzo's political bias?

Some critics argue that Guelzo's conservative leanings lead to a sympathetic portrayal of
certain historical figures, while others praise his scholarly rigor regardless of politics.



Has Allen Guelzo commented on contemporary politics?

While primarily a historian, Guelzo occasionally comments on modern political issues,
often from a conservative viewpoint.

Does Allen Guelzo's political leaning affect his
teaching?

Guelzo is known for maintaining academic standards, though his conservative views may
inform his interpretation and presentation of historical events.

What is Allen Guelzo's stance on Lincoln's political
ideology?

Guelzo portrays Abraham Lincoln as a pragmatic conservative who valued the Constitution
and the Union, reflecting Guelzo's own conservative leanings.

Are Allen Guelzo's political views reflected in his
published works?

Yes, Guelzo's political leanings subtly influence his works, particularly in his focus on
constitutional principles and moral clarity in history.

Additional Resources

1. Lincoln and the Conservatives: The Political Philosophy of Allen Guelzo

This book explores the political ideology of Allen Guelzo, focusing on his conservative
interpretation of Abraham Lincoln’s presidency. It analyzes how Guelzo’s views align with
traditional conservative values such as limited government, constitutionalism, and moral
clarity. The text also discusses Guelzo’s skepticism toward radical social change and his
emphasis on historical continuity.

2. The Moral Foundations of American Conservatism: Insights from Allen Guelzo
Delving into the moral and philosophical underpinnings of American conservatism, this
book draws heavily on Allen Guelzo’s writings and lectures. It highlights Guelzo’s
commitment to natural law, religious faith, and the preservation of American founding
principles. Readers gain an understanding of how Guelzo’s political leanings shape his
interpretation of history and policy.

3. A Nation Divided: Allen Guelzo on the Politics of the Civil War Era

This volume offers an in-depth look at the political tensions of the Civil War period through
the lens of Allen Guelzo’s scholarship. It contextualizes Guelzo’s conservative approach to
issues like federalism, states’ rights, and the moral questions surrounding slavery. The
book underscores Guelzo’s belief in a balanced and principled political discourse.

4. Conservatism and History: The Allen Guelzo Perspective
Focusing on the interplay between historical interpretation and political ideology, this



book examines how Allen Guelzo’s conservative worldview influences his historical
narratives. It discusses Guelzo’s critique of revisionist history and his advocacy for a
historically grounded conservatism. The work illustrates the importance Guelzo places on
tradition and historical accuracy.

5. The Republican Party and the Legacy of Lincoln: Analysis by Allen Guelzo

This book assesses the modern Republican Party through Allen Guelzo’s analysis of
Lincoln’s political legacy. It explores the continuity and divergence between Lincoln’s
principles and contemporary conservative politics. Guelzo’s insights provide a framework
for understanding current political debates within the GOP.

6. Faith, Freedom, and Politics: Allen Guelzo’s Conservative Vision

Examining the intersection of religion and politics, this book highlights Allen Guelzo’s
emphasis on Christian faith as a foundation for political morality. It discusses how Guelzo
integrates religious belief with conservative political thought, advocating for a society
rooted in moral order and individual liberty. The text also addresses challenges posed by
secularism and modern political trends.

7. Historical Memory and Political Identity: The Role of Allen Guelzo’s Scholarship

This work investigates how Allen Guelzo’s historical interpretations contribute to shaping
political identity, particularly within conservative circles. It analyzes Guelzo’s role in
preserving traditional narratives about American history and how these narratives
influence political values. The book underscores the power of historical memory in
political discourse.

8. States’ Rights and National Unity: Debates Through the Eyes of Allen Guelzo

Focusing on the contentious issue of states’ rights, this book presents Allen Guelzo’s
balanced conservative viewpoint on federalism and national unity. It explores how Guelzo
reconciles respect for local governance with the necessity of a strong, unified nation. The
text provides historical context and contemporary relevance to this enduring political
debate.

9. The Conservative Intellectual Tradition in America: Contributions of Allen Guelzo

This book situates Allen Guelzo within the broader conservative intellectual tradition,
highlighting his contributions as a historian and thinker. It discusses Guelzo’s efforts to
defend and articulate conservative principles through rigorous scholarship. Readers learn
about the challenges and opportunities faced by conservative intellectuals in modern
America.
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famous debates, Lincoln and Douglas struggled with how to behave when an ethical conflict like
slavery strained democracy’s commitment to rule by both consent and principle. What conscience
demands and what it can persuade others to agree to are not always the same. Ultimately, this
tragic limitation of liberalism led Lincoln to war.

allen guelzo political leanings: The Political Ethics of Public Service Vera Vogelsang-Coombs,
2016-05-05 This book provides a defense of democratic politics in American public service and offers
the political ethics of public service as a realistic and optimistic alternative to the cynical American
view toward politics and public service. The author’s alternative helps career public servants regain
public trust by exercising constitutionally centered moral and political leadership that balances the
regime values of liberty and equality in governing American society while contributing to the ethical
progress of the nation. She identifies three distinct leadership styles of political ethics, enabling
career public servants to reconcile their personal loyalties, morality, and consciences with the public
and private morality of American society and their constitutional obligations to secure the
democratic freedoms of Americans. Recognizing career public servants’ moral and institutional
struggles, the book proposes a rigorous leadership development program to acclimate individuals to
workplace psychological, moral, and political challenges. The view offered here is that career public
servants must be a part of, rather than isolated from, American politics to be effective on the job.

allen guelzo political leanings: Politics for the Greatest Good Clarke Forsythe, 2009-04-27
Makes the case for prudential, incremental change as the best pro-life advocacy Written for both
practitioners and students of public policy and political science Leading policy strategist Clarke
Forsythe speaks clearly into the fray of political striving. He campaigns for a rich understanding of
the virtue of prudence, and for its application to contemporary public policy. As Forsythe explains,
prudence, in its classical sense, is the ability to apply wisdom to right action. In this book he
explores the importance of applying the principles of prudence to the realm of politics, especially
that of bioethics. In particular, Forsythe applies these concepts to the ongoing debate among pro-life
advocates regarding gradual versus radical change as the most effective way to achieve political and
legislative goals. Drawing on the Bible, philosophy, and the wisdom of historical figures such as
Abraham Lincoln and William Wilberforce, he makes a strong case for a strategy of incremental
change or political prudence.

allen guelzo political leanings: A Political History of the USA Bruce Kuklick, 2019-09-27
This book is an engaging account of US history from the first European contact with the 'New World'
to the election of Donald Trump in 2016. Bruce Kuklick's straightforward yet authoritative narrative
takes students through the complexities of US history without oversimplifying of requiring prior
knowledge. Placing politics in the context of religious culture and exploring America's assertive
expansion throughout history, A Political History of the USA is supported by wide-ranging examples,
vivid extracts from primary sources, maps and illustrations which illuminate the main text. The
historical narrative it presents is concise, nuanced and sharply drawn. Offering a compelling yet
balanced account of US political, cultural and religious history, this is essential reading for
undergraduate students of History and American Studies. New to this Edition: - More emphasis on
the religious dimensions of the American story, explaining the continuing relevance of evangelical
Christians - A new chapter on the period since 2008 - Incorporation of new research - Discussion of
the paradox of modernism and religion in America - A revised bibliography, including more 'classic'
works

allen guelzo political leanings: Abraham Lincoln and Liberal Democracy Nicholas Buccola,
2016-03-14 Though Abraham Lincoln was not a political philosopher per se, in word and in deed he
did grapple with many of the most pressing and timeless questions in politics. What is the moral
basis of popular sovereignty? What are the proper limits on the will of the majority? When and why
should we revere the law? What are we to do when the letter of the law is at odds with what we
believe justice requires? How is our devotion to a particular nation related to our commitment to
universal ideals? What is the best way to protect the right to liberty for all people? The contributors
to this volume, a methodologically and ideologically diverse group of scholars, examine Lincoln's



responses to these and other ultimate questions in politics. The result is a fascinating portrait of not
only Abraham Lincoln but also the promises and paradoxes of liberal democracy. The basic liberal
democratic idea is that individual liberty is best secured by a democratic political order that treats
all citizens as equals before the law and is governed by the law, with its limits on how the state may
treat its citizens and on how citizens may treat one another. Though wonderfully coherent in theory,
these ideas prove problematic in real-world politics. The authors of this volume approach Lincoln as
the embodiment of this paradox--naturally antislavery yet unflinchingly committed to defending
proslavery laws; defender of the common man but troubled by the excesses of democracy; devoted to
the idea of equal natural rights yet unable to imagine a harmonoius, interracial democracy.
Considering Lincoln as he attempted to work out the meaning and coherence of the liberal
democratic project in practice, these authors craft a profile of the 16th president's political thought
from a variety of perspectives and through multiple lenses. Together their essays create the first
fully-dimensional portrait of Abraham Lincoln as a political actor, expressing, addressing, and
reframing the perennial questions of liberal democracy for his time and our own.

allen guelzo political leanings: The Encyclopedia of Political Revolutions Jack A.
Goldstone, 2015-04-29 The Encyclopedia of Political Revolutions is an important reference work that
describes revolutionary events that have affected and often changed the course of history. Suitable
for students and interested lay readers yet authoritative enough for scholars, its 200 articles by
leading scholars from around the world provide quick answers to specific questions as well as
in-depth treatment of events and trends accompanying revolutions. Includes descriptions of specific
revolutions, important revolutionary figures, and major revolutionary themes such as communism
and socialism, ideology, and nationalism. Illustrative material consists of photographs, detailed
maps, and a timeline of revolutions.

allen guelzo political leanings: Did Lincoln Own Slaves? Gerald ]J. Prokopowicz, 2009-01-06
In the bicentennial year of Lincoln's birth, here is the one indispensable book that provides all you
need to know about our most revered president in a lively and memorable question-and-answer
format.You will learn whether Lincoln could dunk a basketball or tell a joke. Was he the great
emancipator or a racist? If he were alive today, could he get elected? Did he die rich? Did scientists
raise Lincoln from the dead? From the seemingly lighthearted to the most serious Gerald
Prokopowicz tackles each question with balance and authority, and weaves a complete, satisfying
biography that will engage young and old, scholars and armchair historians alike.

allen guelzo political leanings: Lincoln's Defense of Politics Thomas E. Schneider, 2006
Examines six of Lincoln's key opponents (states' rights constitutionalists Alexander H. Stephens,
John C. Calhoun, and George Fitzhugh; and abolitionists Henry David Thoreau, William Lloyd
Garrison, and Frederick Douglass) to illustrate the broad significance of the slavery question and to
highlight the importance of political considerations in public decision making--Provided by publisher.

allen guelzo political leanings: Melville's Maritime Politics David Mence, 2025-10-10
Reading his works in dialogue with Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau and Kant, Melville's
Maritime Politics: Enlightenment at Sea offers a new account of Herman Melville (1819-1891) as a
major figure in the history of American political thought. Tracing the ship of state metaphor
throughout Melville's oeuvre, it charts the evolution of his views on the theory and practice of
American democracy, beginning with the Romantic Federalism of Typee and Omoo and ending in the
tragic pragmatism of Battle-Pieces and Billy Budd, Sailor.

allen guelzo political leanings: The Academic Trumpists David L. Swartz, 2024-08-01 Matt
Dawson and David L. Swartz discuss The Academic Trumpists on the New Books in Sociology
podcast Reviewed by Scott McLemee in Inside Higher Ed 'Donald Trump wants to dismantle the
Department of Education. Some professors would welcome it', by David L. Swartz in Salon There has
been an outpouring of research on populist conservatism since the advent of the Trump presidency
and extreme right movements in Europe. Much less studied, however, is the growing political
conservatism in the American academy and how it relates to populist sentiment. The Academic
Trumpists addresses a gap in the research literature by looking at the impact of Trumpism on



conservative faculty. It compares 109 professors who publicly support Trump to 89 conservative
professors who oppose Trump. All 198 function as public intellectuals who advocated publicly their
views. Drawing on recent research in the sociology of intellectuals and Pierre Bourdieu’s analytical
field perspective, this book offers a fielding political identities and practices framework to show how
these two groups of professors (Trumpists and anti-Trumpists) differ in where they teach, their
intellectual orientations, their scholarly productivity, their political rationales, where they network
with think tanks, scholarly professional associations, and government agencies, and their stances on
key controversies surrounding the Trump presidency (Covid-19, the two impeachments, the
November 2020 election lost, and the January 6 mob assault on the United States Capitol). The
academic Trumpists embrace the right-wing populist wave mobilized by Trump and the conservative
critics resist this move. This polarization of views between these two groups of conservative
professors is enduring and rooted in two distinct social networks that connect their positions in the
academic field to affiliations with conservative think tanks that reinforce their respective political
identities and radical right-wing anti-establishment thinking in America more generally. This book
will appeal to readers interested in the politics of higher education, the sociology of intellectuals,
political sociology, and research on conservative and right-wing populism politics in America today.

allen guelzo political leanings: Loathing Lincoln John McKee Barr, 2014-04-07 While most
Americans count Abraham Lincoln among the most beloved and admired former presidents, a
dedicated minority has long viewed him not only as the worst president in the country's history, but
also as a criminal who defied the Constitution and advanced federal power and the idea of racial
equality. In Loathing Lincoln, historian John McKee Barr surveys the broad array of criticisms about
Abraham Lincoln that emerged when he stepped onto the national stage, expanded during the Civil
War, and continued to evolve after his death and into the present. The first panoramic study of
Lincoln's critics, Barr's work offers an analysis of Lincoln in historical memory and an examination of
how his critics -- on both the right and left -- have frequently reflected the anxiety and discontent
Americans felt about their lives. From northern abolitionists troubled by the slow pace of
emancipation, to Confederates who condemned him as a black Republican and despot, to Americans
who blamed him for the civil rights movement, to, more recently, libertarians who accuse him of
trampling the Constitution and creating the modern welfare state, Lincoln's detractors have always
been a vocal minority, but not one without influence. By meticulously exploring the most significant
arguments against Lincoln, Barr traces the rise of the president's most strident critics and links most
of them to a distinct right-wing or neo-Confederate political agenda. According to Barr, their
hostility to a more egalitarian America and opposition to any use of federal power to bring about
such goals led them to portray Lincoln as an imperialistic president who grossly overstepped the
bounds of his office. In contrast, liberals criticized him for not doing enough to bring about
emancipation or ensure lasting racial equality. Lincoln's conservative and libertarian foes, however,
constituted the vast majority of his detractors. More recently, Lincoln's most vociferous critics have
adamantly opposed Barack Obama and his policies, many of them referencing Lincoln in their
attacks on the current president. In examining these individuals and groups, Barr's study provides a
deeper understanding of American political life and the nation itself.

allen guelzo political leanings: British Politics: A Very Short Introduction Tony Wright,
2020-06-25 At a time when politics in Britain is experiencing unprecedented turmoil, this Very Short
Introduction examines the past, present, and possible future of British politics. Tony Wright puts
current events into a longer and larger perspective, ranging from political ideas to political
institutions, and offering an overview of the British political tradition. Throughout, he identifies key
characteristics and ideas of British politics, and investigates what makes it distinctive, while
emphasizing how these characteristics are reflected in the way the political system functions. This
new edition includes key material on Brexit, analysing the divisions revealed by the Brexit vote and
the extent to which Britain now has a politics of identity, and considering whether the referendum
itself has fundamentally altered the constitutional landscape. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject




area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

allen guelzo political leanings: The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Politics in the
U.S. Barbara A. McGraw, 2016-04-15 The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Politics in the
U.S. provides a broad, inclusive, and rich range of chapters, in the study of religion and politics.
Arranged in their historical context, chapters address themes of history, law, social and religious
movements, policy and political theory. Broadens the parameters of this timely subject, and includes
the latest work in the field Draws together newly-commissioned essays by distinguished authors that
are cogent for scholars, while also being in a style that is accessible to students. Provides a balanced
and inclusive approach to religion and politics in the U.S. Engages diverse perspectives from various
discourses about religion and politics across the political and disciplinary spectra, while placing
them in their larger historical context

allen guelzo political leanings: World Views and Worldly Wisdom - Visions et
expériences du monde Jan De Maeyer , Vincent Viaene, 2016-05-02 The attraction and repulsion
between the Roman Catholic Church and modernity in Europe between 1750 and 2000 Emiel
Lamberts (1941), professor emeritus of contemporary history at KU Leuven, is an international
expert in the political and religious history of Europe in the 19th and 20th centuries. His work and
the central themes in his research are the starting point in World Views and Worldly Wisdom. No
less than eighteen leading international researchers put different aspects of his work in the
spotlight. A recurring theme, however, is the attraction and repulsion between the Roman Catholic
Church and modernity in Europe between 1750 and 2000. The ambivalent relationship with
modernity is therefore the leitmotiv of the first part of this volume, whereas the second part focuses
on the repositioning of the Church and the tensions between religion, ideology and politics. In this
way the volume reflects Lamberts’s fascination for the history of political institutions as well as his
research on Christian democracy. The contributions address - in a comparative way and from a
transatlantic viewpoint - this broad period of time in history, which gave rise to different social
movements and different models of society in Belgium and elsewhere. Contributors Winfried Becker
(Universitat Passau), Bruno Béthouart (Université du Littoral Cote d’Opale), Hans Blom (Universiteit
van Amsterdam), Alfredo Canavero (Universita degli Studi di Milano), Philippe Chenaux (Pontificia
Universita Lateranense, Roma), Andrea Ciampani (LUMSA, Roma), Jo Deferme (KU Leuven), Jan De
Maeyer (KADOC KU Leuven), Henk De Smaele (Universiteit Antwerpen), Carine Dujardin (KADOC
KU Leuven), Jean-Dominique Durand (Université Lyon 3), Michael Gehler (Jean Monnet Chair,
Universitat Hildesheim - Institut fur Neuzeit- und Zeitgeschichtsforschung, Wien), Susana Monreal
(Universidad Catolica del Uruguay), Patrick Pasture (KU Leuven), Patrick M.W. Taveirne (The
Chinese University of Hong Kong), Peter Van Kemseke (Europese Commissie, KU Leuven), Vincent
Viaene (Attaché bij het Huis van Koning Filip), Els Witte (Vrije Universiteit Brussel)

allen guelzo political leanings: Memories of Lincoln and the Splintering of American
Political Thought Shawn J. Parry-Giles, David S. Kaufer, 2017-05-15 In the aftermath of the Civil
War, Republicans and Democrats who advocated conflicting visions of American citizenship could
agree on one thing: the rhetorical power of Abraham Lincoln’s life. This volume examines the
debates over his legacy and their impact on America’s future. In the thirty-five years following
Lincoln’s assassination, acquaintances of Lincoln published their memories of him in newspapers,
biographies, and edited collections in order to gain fame, promote partisan aims, champion his
hardscrabble past and exalted rise, and define his legacy. Shawn Parry-Giles and David Kaufer
explore how style, class, and character affected these reminiscences. They also analyze the ways
people used these writings to reinforce their beliefs about citizenship and presidential leadership in
the United States, with specific attention to the fissure between republicanism and democracy that
still exists today. Their study employs rhetorical and corpus research methods to assess more than
five hundred reminiscences. A novel look at how memories of Lincoln became an important form of
political rhetoric, this book sheds light on how divergent schools of U.S. political thought came to




recruit Lincoln as their standard-bearer.

allen guelzo political leanings: Getting Over Equality Steven D. Smith, 2001-09 8 Theism and
Tolerance

allen guelzo political leanings: Religion and the American Presidency Gaston Espinosa, 2009
This book challenges the idea that the mixing of religion and presidential politics is a new
phenomenon. It explores how presidents have drawn on their religious upbringing, rhetoric, ideas,
and beliefs to promote their domestic and foreign policies to the nation. This influence is evident in
Washington's decision to add so help me God to the presidential oath, accusations by Adam's
supporters that Jefferson was an infidel, Lincoln's biblical metaphors during the Civil War, and
FDR's call to fight against Nazi totalitarianism on behalf of Judeo-Christian civilization. It is also
apparent in Truman's support for Israel, Eisenhower's Cold War decision to add In God We Trust on
American currency, the debate over JFK's Catholicism, Jimmy Carter's born-again Christianity,
Reagan's Evil Empire speech, Clinton's public repentance, and George W. Bush's crusade against
Islamic terrorists. This volume explores these issues of religion and power in the presidencies of
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Lincoln, FDR, Truman, Eisenhower, JFK, Carter, Reagan, George H.
W. Bush, Clinton, and George W. Bush through scholarly interpretations, primary sources, and
illustrations.

allen guelzo political leanings: Stephen A. Douglas and Antebellum Democracy Martin
H. Quitt, 2012-09-24 This thematic biography demonstrates how Stephen Douglas's path from a
conflicted youth in Vermont to dim prospects in New York to overnight stardom in Illinois led to his
identification with the Democratic Party and his belief that the federal government should respect
the diversity of states and territories. His relationships with his mother, sister, teachers,
brothers-in-law, other men and two wives are explored in depth. When he conducted the first
cross-country campaign by a presidential candidate in American history, few among the hundreds of
thousands that saw him in 1860 knew that his wife and he had just lost their infant daughter or that
Douglas controlled a large Mississippi slave plantation. His story illuminates the gap between
democracy then and today. The book draws on a variety of previously unexamined sources.

allen guelzo political leanings: Lincoln and Democratic Statesmanship Michael P. Zuckert,
2020-05-05 Our ideas of statesmanship are fraught with seeming contradictions: The democratic
statesman is true to the people’s wishes and views—but also capable of standing against popular
opinion when necessary. The statesman rises above conflicts and seeks compromise between
parties—but also stands firmly for what is right. Abraham Lincoln, perhaps more than any other
political figure in US history, affords us an opportunity to evaluate the philosophical, political, and
practical implications of these paradoxical propositions. Asking whether and how Lincoln acted in a
statesmanly manner at critical moments, the authors of this volume aim to clarify what precisely
statesmanship might be; their work illuminates important themes and events in Lincoln’s career
even as it broadens and sharpens our understanding of the general nature of statesmanship. One of
Lincoln’s abiding themes was foreshadowed in his Lyceum Address, delivered when he was not yet
thirty: the call for the prevalence of a sort of public opinion that he characterized as a political
religion. As it relates to democratic statesmanship, what does Lincoln’s political religion have to do
with religion per se? How, in his role as statesman as a master of democratic speech, did Lincoln
handle the two major issues he faced as a political leader: slavery and the war? In attempting to
meet the demand that he use acceptable means to achieve his ends, did Lincoln—can any
statesman—keep his hands clean? Are there inevitable transgressions that a statesman must
commit? These are among the topics the authors take on as they consider Lincoln’s democratic and
rhetorical statesmanship, on occasion drawing comparisons with his contemporaries Henry Clay and
Stephen Douglas or even such a distant forerunner as Pericles. Finally, framing statesmanship in
terms of three factors—knowledge of the political good of a community, circumstance, and the best
possible action in light of these two—this volume renders a nuanced, deeply informed judgment on
what distinguishes Lincoln as a statesman, and what distinguishes a statesman from a (mere)
politician.



allen guelzo political leanings: Reconstructing the Fourth Amendment Andrew E. Taslitz,
2009-03 The modern law of search and seizure permits warrantless searches that ruin the citizenry's
trust in law enforcement, harms minorities, and embraces an individualistic notion of the rights that
it protects, ignoring essential roles that properly-conceived protections of privacy, mobility, and
property play in uniting Americans. Many believe the Fourth Amendment is a poor bulwark against
state tyrannies, particularly during the War on Terror. Historical amnesia has obscured the Fourth
Amendment's positive aspects, and Andrew E. Taslitz rescues its forgotten history in Reconstructing
the Fourth Amendment, which includes two novel arguments. First, that the original Fourth
Amendment of 1791—born in political struggle between the English and the colonists—served
important political functions, particularly in regulating expressive political violence. Second, that the
Amendment’s meaning changed when the Fourteenth Amendment was created to give teeth to
outlawing slavery, and its focus shifted from primary emphasis on individualistic privacy notions as
central to a white democratic polis to enhanced protections for group privacy, individual mobility,
and property in a multi-racial republic. With an understanding of the historical roots of the Fourth
Amendment, suggests Taslitz, we can upend negative assumptions of modern search and seizure
law, and create new institutional approaches that give political voice to citizens and safeguard
against unnecessary humiliation and dehumanization at the hands of the police.
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