
all in the timing play

all in the timing play is a celebrated one-act comedy by David Ives, known for its clever use of timing

and wordplay that captivates audiences and actors alike. This theatrical piece is a prime example of

how precise timing can enhance humor and storytelling, making it a favorite in both community and

professional theater settings. The play's unique structure, featuring four distinct short scenes, each with

its own quirky concept, showcases Ives' mastery of language and comedic rhythm. Understanding the

elements that contribute to the success of all in the timing play provides valuable insights for

performers, directors, and enthusiasts interested in the dynamics of comedic theater. This article

explores the background, themes, performance tips, and significance of all in the timing play, offering a

comprehensive overview for those seeking to appreciate or produce this work. The following sections

will delve into the play’s origins, its distinctive scenes, the role of timing in comedy, and practical

advice for staging the play effectively.
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All in the timing play was written by David Ives, a prominent contemporary American playwright

renowned for his witty and linguistically inventive works. First premiered in the early 1990s, the play

quickly garnered attention for its sharp humor and unique structural approach. Ives’ background in

both classical and modern literature influences his writing style, which often blends intellectual rigor

with comedic timing.

The play consists of multiple short scenes or one-acts, each exploring different themes and comedic

devices. Ives created all in the timing play to showcase the power of language and timing in producing

humor, reflecting his belief that comedy relies heavily on precise delivery and rhythm. The play’s

success has made it a staple in educational theater programs and community productions, highlighting

its accessibility and appeal.

Structure and Key Scenes

All in the timing play is composed of six short plays, each lasting approximately 10 to 15 minutes.

These scenes are self-contained but share a common thread of linguistic playfulness and timing-based

humor. The structure allows directors and performers to choose individual scenes or present the entire

series as a cohesive performance.

Overview of the Six One-Acts

The six one-acts included in all in the timing play are:

Sure Thing – A scene exploring the nuances of conversation and choice through repeated

attempts at initiating a relationship.

The Philadelphia – A humorous take on linguistic misunderstandings involving a man and his



girlfriend’s pet hamster.

English Made Simple – A dialogue that reveals how complex emotions can be simplified through

language.

Words, Words, Words – A satirical look at three monkeys attempting to write Shakespeare’s

Hamlet.

Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of Bread – A minimalist piece inspired by the repetitive style of

composer Philip Glass.

Variations on the Death of Trotsky – A darkly comedic take on the moments before Trotsky’s

death.

Significance of Each Scene

Each scene in all in the timing play serves a distinct purpose, demonstrating different facets of

comedic timing and language play. For example, "Sure Thing" relies on timing to reset conversations

and explore how small changes in dialogue affect outcomes, while "Words, Words, Words" uses

absurdity and repetition to comment on creativity and randomness. This variety enriches the overall

experience and highlights Ives’ versatility as a playwright.

The Role of Timing in Comedy

Timing is a critical element in comedy, and all in the timing play exemplifies this principle through its

precise pacing and rhythmic dialogue. The success of the humor depends not only on the text but on

how actors deliver their lines and interact with pauses, beats, and interruptions.



Understanding Comic Timing

Comic timing involves controlling the speed and pause of dialogue to maximize humor. In all in the

timing play, timing creates tension and release, allowing punchlines to land effectively. The interplay

between characters often hinges on reacting at the right moment to produce laughter.

Techniques Used in All in the Timing Play

David Ives employs several techniques to emphasize timing:

Repetition: Scenes like “Sure Thing” reset conversations with repeated lines, each time altering

the outcome slightly.

Interruptions: Characters often interrupt or correct each other, creating dynamic exchanges.

Pauses and Beats: Strategic silences allow the audience to absorb humor and anticipate the next

line.

Pacing Variations: Rapid-fire exchanges contrast with slower, more deliberate moments for

comedic effect.

Performance Tips for All in the Timing Play

Performing all in the timing play requires attention to the nuances of timing and delivery. Actors and

directors must collaborate closely to bring out the humor embedded in the text. Understanding the



rhythm of each scene is essential for a successful presentation.

Key Considerations for Actors

Actors should focus on:

Mastering the script’s rhythm by rehearsing beats and pauses carefully.

Reacting naturally to other characters’ lines to maintain fluidity.

Emphasizing clarity in pronunciation to highlight wordplay and double meanings.

Using physicality subtly to enhance comedic moments without overshadowing the dialogue.

Directorial Guidance

Directors should:

Encourage experimentation during rehearsals to find the optimal pace for each scene.

Work with actors on timing, especially in scenes with repetitive or interrupted dialogue.

Focus on transitions between scenes to maintain audience engagement.

Consider the play’s minimalist staging to keep attention on performance and language.



Impact and Legacy of the Play

All in the timing play has had a lasting impact on contemporary theater, particularly in the realm of

short comedic works. Its innovative use of timing and language has influenced playwrights and

performers interested in exploring the mechanics of humor. The play is frequently studied in academic

settings for its linguistic creativity and is a popular choice for theater festivals and competitions.

Its legacy is evident in how it continues to be produced worldwide, appreciated for its universal humor

and accessibility. The play’s success underscores the importance of timing as a foundational element

in comedy and offers a model for integrating language and performance effectively.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of the play 'All in the Timing'?

The central theme of 'All in the Timing' revolves around the complexities of human communication and

the absurdities of life, exploring how timing influences relationships and situations.

Who is the playwright of 'All in the Timing'?

David Ives is the playwright of 'All in the Timing,' known for his witty and fast-paced comedic plays.

How is 'All in the Timing' structured?

'All in the Timing' is a collection of six one-act plays, each with its unique story but connected through

the theme of timing and language.



Why is 'All in the Timing' popular among theater groups?

It is popular due to its clever humor, short play format that allows for flexible casting, and its

exploration of language and timing, making it engaging and accessible for diverse audiences.

What kind of humor is used in 'All in the Timing'?

The play uses wordplay, puns, absurd situations, and situational comedy to create a humorous and

thought-provoking experience.

Has 'All in the Timing' received any notable awards or recognition?

'All in the Timing' has been widely acclaimed for its originality and wit, often praised in theatrical

circles, though it is more celebrated for its influence and popularity than major awards.

Additional Resources

1. All in the Timing: Plays by David Ives

This collection features a series of short, comedic one-act plays by David Ives that explore the

nuances of timing and language. Known for their sharp wit and clever wordplay, these plays often

delve into the absurdities of human communication. The characters navigate misunderstandings,

unexpected twists, and philosophical quandaries, making it a staple for lovers of modern theater.

2. Improvisation for the Theater: A Handbook of Teaching and Directing Techniques by Viola Spolin

A foundational text on improvisational theater, this book offers exercises and techniques that help

actors develop timing, spontaneity, and creativity—key elements found in plays like All in the Timing.

Spolin’s methods encourage performers to listen and react in the moment, enhancing comedic and

dramatic timing. It’s essential reading for anyone interested in the mechanics behind successful

theatrical timing.

3. Comedy Writing Secrets: The Best-Selling Book on How to Think Funny, Write Funny, and Get Paid

for It by Mel Helitzer



This guide breaks down the principles of comedy writing, including timing, pacing, and the use of

language—all central to the humor in All in the Timing. It provides practical tips and exercises to craft

jokes, sketches, and plays that resonate with audiences. Writers looking to sharpen their comedic

timing will find this book invaluable.

4. The Playwright’s Guidebook: An Insightful Primer on the Art of Dramatic Writing by Stuart Spencer

Spencer’s guide offers comprehensive advice on crafting plays, emphasizing structure, character

development, and dialogue timing. It helps playwrights understand how timing influences dramatic

tension and comedic effect, much like in All in the Timing. This book serves as a useful resource for

both beginners and experienced writers in theater.

5. Laughing Matters: Understanding Humor and Comedy on Stage by John Morreall

Exploring the theory and practice of humor in performance, Morreall’s book examines what makes

comedic timing effective. It covers various forms of humor, from slapstick to wordplay, providing

context for the style of comedy seen in All in the Timing. Readers gain insight into why timing can

make or break a joke on stage.

6. Short One-Act Plays for Busy People by David Ives

Another collection by David Ives, this book features short plays that, like those in All in the Timing, rely

heavily on sharp dialogue and precise timing. These plays are designed to be easily produced and

offer a quick dive into Ives’s unique comedic style. It’s perfect for theater groups seeking engaging,

time-efficient performances.

7. Timing and Rhythm in Acting: Master the Art of the Moment by Anne Bogart

This book delves into the significance of timing and rhythm in performance, teaching actors how to

control pacing to enhance storytelling. It aligns closely with the themes in All in the Timing, where the

precise delivery of lines is crucial. Actors and directors alike can benefit from its practical exercises

and insights.

8. Word Play: The Language of Humor by Paul Simpson

Focusing on linguistic humor, Simpson’s book explores puns, double entendres, and other forms of



wordplay that are central to All in the Timing. It analyzes how language can be manipulated to create

comedic effects and entertain audiences. This book is great for writers and performers interested in the

mechanics of verbal comedy.

9. Playwriting: The Structure of Action by Sam Smiley

Smiley’s work addresses the structural elements of playwriting, including how timing affects plot

progression and audience engagement. It offers strategies for pacing scenes and managing comedic

beats, essential for plays like All in the Timing. This book is a practical tool for playwrights aiming to

master timing within dramatic writing.

All In The Timing Play
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  all in the timing play: All in the Timing David Ives, 2010-11-10 The world according to David
Ives is a very add place, and his plays constitute a virtual stress test of the English language -- and of
the audience's capacity for disorientation and delight. Ives's characters plunge into black holes
called Philadelphias, where the simplest desires are hilariously thwarted. Chimps named Milton,
Swift, and Kafka are locked in a room and made to re-create Hamlet. And a con man peddles courses
in a dubious language in which hello translates as velcro and fraud comes out as freud. At once
enchanting and perplexing, incisively intelligent and side-splittingly funny, this original paperback
edition of Ives's plays includes Sure Thing, Words, Words, Words, The Universal Language,
Variations on the Death of Trotsky, The Philadelphia, Long Ago and Far Away, Foreplay, or The Art
of the Fugue, Seven Menus, Mere Mortals, English Made Simple, A Singular Kinda Guy,
Speed-the-Play, Ancient History, and Philip Glass Buys a Loaf of Bread.
  all in the timing play: All in the Timing David Ives, 1994 Philip Glass... is a parodic musical
vignette in trademark Glassian style, with the celebrated composer having a moment of existential
crisis in a bakery.
  all in the timing play: The Best Plays of 1993-1994 Otis L. Guernsey, Jeffrey Sweet, 2004-08
Featuring scenes from the ten best plays--Jacket.
  all in the timing play: Ottemiller's Index to Plays in Collections Denise L. Montgomery,
2011-08-11 The standard location tool for full-length plays published in collections and anthologies
in England and the United States since the beginning of the 20th century, Ottemiller's Index to Plays
in Collections has undergone seven previous editions, the latest in 1988, covering 1900 through
1985. In this new edition, Denise Montgomery has expanded the volume to include collections
published in the entire English-speaking world through 2000 and beyond. This new volume lists
more than 3,500 new plays and 2,000 new authors, as well as birth and/or death information for
hundreds of authors. Representing the largest expansion between editions, this updated volume is a
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valuable resource for libraries worldwide.
  all in the timing play: Foundation Role Plays for Autism Andrew Nelson, 2010 This book
contains safe and structured role plays for working with different groups, including individuals with
ASD, their teachers, caregivers, parents and peers. It provides materials for custom-making role
plays to suit the specific needs of participants and photocopiable forms for tracking individual
participants' skills.
  all in the timing play: Microsoft Office Project 2007 All-in-One Desk Reference For
Dummies Elaine Marmel, Nancy C. Muir, 2011-02-09 Microsoft Office Project 2007 All-in-One Desk
Reference For Dummies is a compilation of multiple short reference-style books covering Microsoft
Project, enhanced by the format of a single, easy-to-use, task-oriented step-by-step package.
All-in-One For Dummies books are made up of multiple minibooks that could each stand alone. Each
minibook covers one topic completely. This book features a companion Web site where readers can
download Microsoft Project add-ins, templates, and author-generated materials. The book also
features a gate-fold cheat sheet that contains myriad quick-reference information, tips, and
shortcuts for reference when using Microsoft Project 2007. The structure of the book is as follows:
Book I: Project Basics Book II: Structure of a Project Book III: Defining Task Details Book IV:
Establishing Task Timing Book V: Working with Resources and Costs Book VI: Communicating
Project Information Book VII: Resolving Problems with Your Plan Book VIII: Tracking Book IX:
Advanced Project Topics Book X: Project in the Enterprise Environment Book XI: Project Case
Studies
  all in the timing play: The Best American Short Plays 1997-1998 Glenn Young, 2000 A
collection of one-act plays from American playwrights, which cover such themes as love, fantasy,
politics, grief, marriage, crime, and deceit.
  all in the timing play: DPS: Catalogue of New Plays 2009-2010 ,
  all in the timing play: Blender All-in-One For Dummies Jason van Gumster, 2024-03-25
Create excellent 3D animations with free, open-source software When you’re looking for help with
creating animation with Blender, look no further than the top-selling Blender book on the market.
This edition of Blender For Dummies covers every step in the animation process, from basic design
all the way to finished product. This book walks you through each project phase, including creating
models, adding lighting and environment, animating objects, and building a final shareable file.
Written by long-time Blender evangelist Jason van Gumster, this deep reference teaches you the full
animation process from idea to final vision. With this fun and easy guide, you’re on your way toward
making your animation dreams a reality. Set up Blender and navigate the interface Learn how to
build models in virtual space Texture, light, and animate your figures—then render your final
product Get help and inspiration from the Blender community If you’re new to Blender or an
experienced user in need of a reference, Blender For Dummies is the easy-to-use guide for you.
  all in the timing play: All the World's a Stage David Henry Wilson, 1986-06-02 THE STORY: A
group of Boys and Girls assemble, guided by the Boy and Girl Narrators, to choose the parts they
will portray in the play about to be presented. They can be anything they want to be-a procedure
which is objected to by the Interrupter, who breaks in on them. When he is overruled, however, he
elects to be a gangster, and takes everyone's money. Soon the others, perhaps affected by his
actions, begin to bicker and disagree, until the Producer's Son appears and implores them to stop.
But they are soon in open challenge, and it is decided that the Producer's Son, who stands in the way
of their selfish interests, must be removed. He is roughly dragged off, but not before warning all the
Boys and Girls that they must not allow the pressure of a few to destroy what is best for the many.
After his departure, however, it is the worst, not the best, which emerges, and the Narrators are
hard pressed to explain that only by allowing free choice could the Professor know who deserved
credit for doing well. Then, quietly, the Producer's Son returns, to reassure them that as long as
even one good actor remains on stage the play can be saved-no matter how hopeless it may seem.
For the play is as long as the world, all of us are the actors and actresses, it is our play.
  all in the timing play: Making Plays D. Wu, 2019-06-12 Making Plays explores great drama of



the last two decades through the eyes of those who write it, and those who direct it. It is at once a
masterclass on theatrical technique and a unique insight into the ways in which great dramatists of
our time have reacted to a rapidly changing world. In this book Duncan Wu talks to Michael
Attenborough, Alan Bennett, Michael Blakemore, Howard Brenton, David Edgar, Sir Richard Eyre,
Michael Frayn, Sir David Hare, Nicholas Hytner, and Max Stafford-Clark.
  all in the timing play: Piano & Keyboard All-in-One For Dummies Holly Day, Jerry Kovarsky,
Blake Neely, David Pearl, Michael Pilhofer, 2020-08-04 The comprehensive go-to guide for building
keyboard skills Being able to play a tune on the piano can bring you a lifetime of sheer aesthetic
pleasure—and put you in serious demand at parties! Whatever your motivation for tinkling the
ivories, the latest edition of Piano & Keyboard All-In-One For Dummies gives you the essentials you
need both to build your playing skills and expand your knowledge of music theory, from deciding
what keyboard suits you best to musing on the science of what makes music so emotionally
compelling. This indispensable resource combines the best of Piano For Dummies, Keyboard For
Dummies, Music Theory For Dummies, and Piano Exercises For Dummies and includes practice
strategies, as well as access to streaming and downloadable audio to help guide your progress. In
addition to becoming acquainted with the latest in music theory, you'll learn to develop your
sight-reading skills and performance techniques—until you can reproduce pieces flawlessly on
request! Choose and care for your keyboard Practice until perfect Compose your own songs Hook up
to speakers, computers, and more Learning to play the keys is a never-ending journey of new
discoveries and joy, and there's no better companion on your voyage than this friendly, erudite, and
comprehensive guide. P.S. If you think this book seems familiar, you're probably right. The Dummies
team updated the cover and design to give the book a fresh feel, but the content is the same as the
previous release of Piano and Keyboard AIO For Dummies (9781118837429). The book you see here
shouldn't be considered a new or updated product. But if you're in the mood to learn something new,
check out some of our other books. We're always writing about new topics!
  all in the timing play: Piano and Keyboard All-in-One For Dummies Holly Day, Jerry
Kovarksy, Blake Neely, David Pearl, Michael Pilhofer, 2014-04-08 The go-to reference for aspiring
pianists and keyboard players Piano & Keyboard All-in-One For Dummies makes it easier and more
fun than ever to make music! If you don't know how to read music, this book explains in friendly,
uncomplicated language all the basics of music theory, and applies it to playing the piano and
keyboard. And if you've been playing for awhile—or took lessons when you were a child but haven't
played since—you can pick up some valuable tips to improve your playing, or use the book as a
refresher course. This indispensible resource combines the best of For Dummies books, including
Piano For Dummies, Keyboard For Dummies, Music Theory For Dummies, and Piano Exercises For
Dummies to get you up and running in no time. The handy reference helps you to master the
traditional black-and-white keys and gives you an understanding of the possibilities that unfold when
those black-and-whites are connected to state-of-the-art music technology. Discover the secrets for
becoming a master on the piano and keyboard Improve your skills with a wealth of easy-to-apply
piano exercises Tap into your creativity and get the lowdown on composing an original song Find out
how to use keyboards anywhere using external speakers, amps, home stereos, computers, and
tablets Dive right in! This comprehensive book offers the most complete learning experience for
aspiring pianists, keyboard enthusiasts, and students of music.
  all in the timing play: Time Flies and Other Short Plays David Ives, 2001 Playwright David
Ives's follow-up collection to the award-winning collection All in the Timing pushes his gift for wacky
one-act comedy to new heights: two mayflies on a date realize they have only twenty-four hours to
live; a washing-machine repairman falls in love with a perfect washer (should he tell his girlfriend?);
an out-of-work shmo decides to spend his day being painter Edgar Degas; two Babylonian blue-collar
workers have to build the Tower of Babel -- or else. Zany, thought-provoking, and always original,
this anthology brings together all the one-acts from the Off-Broadway hit Mere Mortals and from the
all-new Lives of the Saints, as well as several new and uncollected plays, including Bolero, Arabian
Nights (which premiered at the celebrated Humana Festival in Louisville), The Green Hill, and



Captive Audience.
  all in the timing play: PowerPoint 2010 All-in-One For Dummies Peter Weverka, 2010-04-29 A
fully updated guide to creating dynamic presentations with PowerPoint 2010 PowerPoint dominates
the presentation landscape. With the changes in PowerPoint 2010, including the availability of an
online version, PowerPoint users need this comprehensive reference to make the most of the
program. PowerPoint 2010 All-in-One For Dummies features in-depth coverage of the elements and
the process involved in creating knockout presentations. Seven minibooks cover all the new 2010
features, providing a great education for beginners and showing PowerPoint veterans lots of new
tricks. PowerPoint is the leading presentation software used in business and education; new features
in PowerPoint 2010 include an online version and expanded audiovisual capabilities Seven
self-contained minibooks cover getting started; building a presentation; tables, charts, and
diagrams; graphics and shapes; adding audio, video, and animation; giving the presentation; and
PowerPoint for power users Explains how to use the interface and tools and shows how to represent
data visually for greater impact Provides important tips on adding the human element when making
a presentation Gives advanced users advice on creating templates, collaboration, automation, and
more PowerPoint 2010 All-in-One For Dummies gets novices up to speed and helps experienced
users take their skills to the next level.
  all in the timing play: The Best Plays of ... , 2004
  all in the timing play: Banjo for Beginners Tony Trischka, 2005-04 Teaches basic technique
for playing the banjo including how to read music and playing bluegrass classics.
  all in the timing play: Communicating In a Digital World Aristotle T. Lekacos, 2010-03-19
  all in the timing play: Adobe Creative Cloud All-in-One For Dummies Jennifer Smith,
Christopher Smith, 2021-03-10 Fly higher in your Creative Cloud Adobe Creative Cloud makes the
most popular tools used by designers, photographers, and other creative professionals accessible in
a single place. Adobe Creative Cloud All-in-One For Dummies is the ultimate one-stop reference
guide for how to use them all. Whatever gets your creative juices flowing, you'll find the in-depth
guidance required to deliver the results you want, from polishing-up photos and images to creating
illustrations and designs. And once your assets are just how you want them, you can pick up best
practices for managing and publishing via the amazing Adobe Bridge. Written by pro designers for
those getting started with this powerful set of tools, this book gives you an overview of Creative
Cloud and step-by-step coverage of the major applications—InDesign, Illustrator, Photoshop, Acrobat
Pro, and Adobe XD, and Adobe Bridge—in seven mini-books that take you from the basics to more
advanced topics. You'll also discover how to get your work noticed by building personal galleries and
displaying your creative wares. Find the essentials on the top tools in Adobe Creative Cloud Build
and enhance your design skills Protect your documents with Acrobat Pro Get the most out of each
program with insider tips Whatever your skill level and project needs, you'll find the essentials you
need to demystify these complex programs and the knowledge to make your work shine even more
brightly through the Cloud!
  all in the timing play: PowerPoint 2007 All-in-One Desk Reference For Dummies Peter
Weverka, 2011-02-09 7 books in 1—your key to PowerPoint success! Your one-stop guide to perfect
presentations with PowerPoint 2007 Everybody uses PowerPoint, right? How can you make your
presentations pop? Check this handy reference with its easy-to-use minibooks! Once you get going
with all the cool new stuff in PowerPoint 2007, you find out how to jazz up your presentations with
charts, transitions, photos, animation, and even some ultra-cool power-user tricks. Discover how to
Plan and create a presentation Use speed techniques Handle master slides and master styles
Customize slides with themes and templates Make diagrams and charts Create video slides
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