AME CHURCH DIscCIPLINE 2021

AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE 202 1 REPRESENTS A CRUCIAL ASPECT OF THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPIsScopPAL CHURCH'S COMMITMENT
TO SPIRITUAL GROWTH, ACCOUNTABILITY, AND COMMUNAL HARMONY. THE DISCIPLINE SERVES AS A FRAMEWORK FOR
MAINTAINING DOCTRINAL PURITY, ETHICAL BEHAVIOR, AND EFFECTIVE CHURCH GOVERNANCE WITHIN THE AME DENOMINATION. IN
2021, THe AME CHURCH UPDATED AND REINFORCED ITS DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES TO ADDRESS CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES
WHILE PRESERVING ITS HISTORIC VALUES. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE KEY COMPONENTS OF AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE 2021,
INCLUDING ITS THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS, PROCEDURAL GUIDELINES, AND PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS. ADDITIONALLY, IT
EXAMINES HOW DISCIPLINE SUPPORTS PASTORAL LEADERSHIP AND FOSTERS RECONCILIATION AMONG MEMBERS. READERS WILL
GAIN A COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF HOW THE AME CHURCH IMPLEMENTS DISCIPLINE TO NURTURE FAITHFULNESS AND
UNITY. THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS OUTLINE THE MAIN ELEMENTS DISCUSSED IN THIS ARTICLE.

THeoLoGICAL FoOUNDATIONS oF AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE

® STRUCTURE AND PROCEDURES OF DISCIPLINE IN 202 1

RoLEs AND ResPoONSIBILITIES IN CHURCH DiScIPLINE

CoMMoN OFFENSES AND DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

IMPACT oF DiscIPLINE oN CHURCH COMMUNITY AND GROWTH

THeoLoGICAL FOUNDATIONS oF AME CHURCH DIsCIPLINE

THE AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE 202 1 IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN BIBLICAL TEACHINGS AND THE HISTORIC DOCTRINES OF THE AFRICAN
MeTHODIST EPIscoPAL CHURCH. DISCIPLINE IS VIEWED NOT MERELY AS PUNISHMENT BUT AS A SPIRITUAL CORRECTIVE MEASURE
INTENDED TO RESTORE MEMBERS TO A RIGHT RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD AND THE CHURCH COMMUNITY. THE PRACTICE DRAWS ON
SCRIPTURAL MANDATES FROM BOTH THE OLD AND NEw TESTAMENTS THAT EMPHASIZE ACCOUNTABILITY, REPENTANCE, AND
RESTORATION.

BisLICAL BASIS FOR DISCIPLINE

THe AME CHURCH’S APPROACH TO DISCIPLINE INCORPORATES KEY SCRIPTURAL PASSAGES SUCH AS MATTHEW 18:15-17,
WHICH OUTLINES STEPS FOR ADDRESSING SIN AMONG BELIEVERS, AND GALATIANS 6:1, WHICH ENCOURAGES RESTORATION IN A
SPIRIT OF GENTLENESS. THESE PASSAGES INFORM THE CHURCH’S COMMITMENT TO BALANCE JUSTICE WITH MERCY WHEN HANDLING
OFFENSES.

HisToricaAL CoNTEXT AND AME DOCTRINE

HISTORICALLY/ THE AME CHURCH HAS UPHELD DISCIPLINE AS ESSENTIAL FOR MAINTAINING HOLINESS AND UNITY WITHIN ITS
RANKS. THE 202 1 DISCIPLINE MANUAL REFLECTS THIS TRADITION BY EMPHASIZING THE CHURCH’S ROLE IN GUIDING MEMBERS

TOWARD SANCTIFICATION AND COMMUNAL ACCOUNTARBILITY. THE DOCTRINE STRESSES THAT DISCIPLINE SERVES THE DUAL
PURPOSE OF PROTECTING THE CHURCH’S WITNESS AND FACILITATING INDIVIDUAL SPIRITUAL GROWTH.

STRUCTURE AND PROCEDURES OF DiscIPLINE IN 2021

THE AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE 202 T DEFINES A CLEAR, SYSTEMATIC PROCESS FOR ADDRESSING DISCIPLINARY MATTERS. THIS
STRUCTURE ENSURES FAIRNESS, TRANSPARENCY , AND CONSISTENCY THROUGHOUT THE CHURCH’S VARIOUS LEVELS OF



GOVERNANCE. THE PROCESS TYPICALLY BEGINS AT THE LOCAL CHURCH LEVEL AND MAY ESCALATE TO DISTRICT OR GENERAL
CONFERENCE AUTHORITIES WHEN NECESSARY.

INITIAL STEPS AND INFORMAL RESOLUTION

DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES PRIORITIZE RECONCILIATION AND INFORMAL RESOLUTION DURING THE EARLY STAGES. MEMBERS ARE
ENCOURAGED TO ADDRESS CONCERNS PRIVATELY OR WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF CHURCH LEADERS BEFORE FORMAL CHARGES ARE
FILED. THIS APPROACH REFLECTS THE CHURCH’S EMPHASIS ON RESTORING RELATIONSHIPS AND PRESERVING UNITY.

ForMAL DiscIPLINARY HEARINGS

IF INFORMAL EFFORTS FAIL, THE AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE 202 1 PROVIDES GUIDELINES FOR FORMAL HEARINGS CONDUCTED BY
APPOINTED COMMITTEES OR CHURCH COUNCILS. THESE HEARINGS INVOLVE PRESENTING EVIDENCE, HEARING TESTIMONIES, AND
ALLOWING THE ACCUSED AN OPPORTUNITY TO RESPOND. DECISIONS ARE MADE BASED ON ESTABLISHED CRITERIA WITHIN THE
DISCIPLINE MANUAL.

APPEALS AND FINAL DEecCISIONS

THE DISCIPLINE ALSO OUTLINES PROCEDURES FOR APPEALS TO ENSURE DUE PROCESS. MEMBERS DISSATISFIED WITH DECISIONS AT
ONE LEVEL MAY REQUEST REVIEW BY HIGHER AUTHORITIES, INCLUDING DISTRICT CONFERENCES OR THE GENERAL CONFERENCE.
FINAL DECISIONS AIM TO UPHOLD THE CHURCH’S INTEGRITY WHILE RESPECTING INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS.

RoLES AND ResSPONSIBILITIES IN CHURCH DISCIPLINE

THE IMPLEMENTATION OF AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE 202 1 INVOLVES DISTINCT ROLES FOR VARIOUS CHURCH LEADERS AND BODIES.
EACH PLAYS A CRITICAL PART IN ENSURING THE DISCIPLINARY PROCESS IS EXECUTED EFFECTIVELY AND COMPASSIONATELY.

PAsTors AND LocAL CHURCH LEADERS

PASTORS SERVE AS PRIMARY FACILITATORS OF DISCIPLINE WITHIN LOCAL CONGREGATIONS. THEY PROVIDE PASTORAL CARE,
COUNSEL MEMBERS, AND INITIATE INFORMAL DISCIPLINARY MEASURES. THEIR LEADERSHIP IS VITAL IN FOSTERING AN ENVIRONMENT
CONDUCIVE TO ACCOUNTARBILITY AND RECONCILIATION.

CHurcH CounciLs AND DiscipLINARY COMMITTEES

THESE GROUPS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR CONDUCTING FORMAL HEARINGS AND MAKING DETERMINATIONS REGARDING DISCIPLINARY
MATTERS. THEY OPERATE UNDER STRICT GUIDELINES TO MAINTAIN IMPARTIALITY AND CONFIDENTIALITY THROUGHOUT THE
PROCESS.

DisTRICT AND GENERAL CONFERENCE AUTHORITIES

HIGHER CHURCH AUTHORITIES OVERSEE APPEALS AND MORE COMPLEX DISCIPLINARY ISSUES. THEY ENSURE CONSISTENCY IN
APPLYING THE DISCIPLINE ACROSS THE DENOMINATION AND PROVIDE FINAL ADJUDICATION WHEN NECESSARY.



CoMMoN OFFENSES AND DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

THE AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE 202 T CATEGORIZES VARIOUS OFFENSES THAT WARRANT DISCIPLINARY ATTENTION. THESE RANGE
FROM DOCTRINAL DEVIATIONS TO MORAL FAILINGS AND VIOLATIONS OF CHURCH POLICIES. UNDERSTANDING THESE CATEGORIES
HELPS CLARIFY THE CHURCH’S EXPECTATIONS FOR MEMBER CONDUCT.

TypPes oF OFFENSES

HERETICAL TEACHINGS OR DENIAL OF ESSENTIAL DOCTRINES

¢ |MMORAL BEHAVIOR, INCLUDING ADULTERY AND SUBSTANCE ABUSE
® DISRUPTIVE CONDUCT WITHIN THE CHURCH COMMUNITY

® FINANCIAL MISCONDUCT OR MISUSE OF CHURCH RESOURCES

® NEGLECT OF CHURCH DUTIES OR RESPONSIBILITIES

PossiBLE DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS

DISCIPLINARY MEASURES VARY ACCORDING TO THE SEVERITY OF THE OFFENSE AND MAY INCLUDE:

® PRIVATE ADMONITION OR COUNSELING

e PUBLIC REPRIMAND DURING CHURCH SERVICES

® TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF MEMBERSHIP PRIVILEGES

® REMOVAL FROM CHURCH OFFICES OR LEADERSHIP ROLES

® EXCLUSION FROM MEMBERSHIP OR CHURCH DISCIPLINE

IMPACT oF DiscIPLINE ON CHURCH COMMUNITY AND GROWTH

THE AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE 202 1 PLAYS A VITAL ROLE IN SHAPING THE SPIRITUAL HEALTH AND ORGANIZATIONAL STRENGTH
ofF THE AME CHURCH. PROPER APPLICATION OF DISCIPLINE PROMOTES ACCOUNTABILITY, ENCOURAGES MORAL INTEGRITY, AND
SUPPORTS EFFECTIVE LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT.

FOSTERING SPIRITUAL GROWTH

DISCIPLINE ENCOURAGES MEMBERS TO PURSUE HOLINESS AND REMAIN FAITHFUL TO THE CHURCH’S TEACHINGS. |T PROVIDES
CORRECTIVE GUIDANCE THAT HELPS INDIVIDUALS OVERCOME CHALLENGES AND STRENGTHENS THEIR COMMITMENT TO CHRISTIAN
LIVING.

MAINTAINING CHURCH UNITY

BY ADDRESSING CONFLICTS AND MISCONDUCT PROMPTLY, THE DISCIPLINE HELPS PRESERVE HARMONY WITHIN CONGREGATIONS.



THIS UNITY IS ESSENTIAL FOR COLLECTIVE WORSHIP, MINISTRY EFFECTIVENESS, AND OUTREACH EFFORTS.

ENHANCING LEADERSHIP AND GOVERNANCE

THE STRUCTURED DISCIPLINARY SYSTEM ENSURES THAT LEADERS ADHERE TO HIGH ETHICAL STANDARDS. |T ALSO PROMOTES
TRANSPARENCY AND TRUST IN CHURCH GOVERNANCE, WHICH CONTRIBUTES TO THE DENOMINATION’S OVERALL CREDIBILITY AND
GROWTH.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHAT IS AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE IN 202 1°?

AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE IN 202 1 REFERS TO THE SET OF RULES, PROCEDURES, AND PRACTICES ESTABLISHED BY THE AFRICAN
MeTHODIST EPiIsCOPAL CHURCH TO MAINTAIN ORDER, UPHOLD DOCTRINE, AND ADDRESS MISCONDUCT AMONG ITS MEMBERS AND
CLERGY.

How poes THE AME CHURCH ENFORCE DISCIPLINE AMONG ITS CLERGY IN 2021°

IN 20217, THE AME CHURCH ENFORCES DISCIPLINE AMONG ITS CLERGY THROUGH A STRUCTURED PROCESS INVOLVING
INVESTIGATION, HEARINGS, AND POSSIBLE SANCTIONS SUCH AS SUSPENSION OR REMOVAL, GUIDED BY THE Book oF DISCIPLINE
AND CHURCH JUDICIAL BODIES.

\WHAT ARE COMMON REASONS FOR CHURCH DISCIPLINE IN THE AME CHURCH IN 202 1°

COMMON REASONS INCLUDE MORAL FAILINGS, DOCTRINAL ERRORS, FINANCIAL MISCONDUCT, NEGLECT OF MINISTERIAL DUTIES,
AND BEHAVIOR THAT HARMS THE CHURCH'S WITNESS OR UNITY.

Has THE AME CHURCH UPDATED ITS DISCIPLINE POLICIES IN 202 1°

IN 2021, THE AME CHURCH HAS REVIEWED AND, IN SOME CASES, UPDATED ITS Book OF DISCIPLINE TO ADDRESS
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES, IMPROVE CLARITY, AND ENSURE FAIR PROCESSES, THOUGH MAJOR OVERHAULS ARE TYPICALLY DECIDED
AT GENERAL CONFERENCES.

WHAT ROLE DO CHURCH MEMBERS PLAY IN AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE IN 202 1?

CHURCH MEMBERS MAY REPORT CONCERNS, PARTICIPATE IN INVESTIGATIVE COMMITTEES, AND SUPPORT RESTORATIVE
PROCESSES, PLAYING A VITAL ROLE IN MAINTAINING ACCOUNTABILITY WITHIN THE AME CHURCH IN 202 1.

How poes THE AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE PROCESS ENSURE FAIRNESS IN 20217

THE PROCESS INCLUDES FORMAL INVESTIGATIONS, THE RIGHT TO DEFENSE, IMPARTIAL HEARINGS, AND APPEALS, ENSURING THAT
DISCIPLINE IS ADMINISTERED FAIRLY AND JUSTLY ACCORDING TO ESTABLISHED PROCEDURES IN 202 1.

CAN AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE DECISIONS BE APPEALED IN 20217

YES, DECISIONS RELATED TO DISCIPLINE CAN BE APPEALED WITHIN THE CHURCH'S JUDICIAL SYSTEM, ALLOWING FOR REVIEW AND
ENSURING DUE PROCESS IN 202 1.

WHAT IMPACT DOES CHURCH DISCIPLINE HAVE ON MEMBERSHIP IN THE AME CHURCH IN



2021»

DISCIPLINE CAN LEAD TO RESTORATION, PROBATION, OR REMOVAL FROM MEMBERSHIP, IMPACTING INDIVIDUALS' STANDING IN THE
CHURCH COMMUNITY WHILE AIMING TO PRESERVE THE CHURCH'S INTEGRITY IN 202 1.

\W/HERE CAN | FIND OFFICIAL AME CHURCH DISCIPLINE GUIDELINES FOR 202 1?

OFFICIAL GUIDELINES ARE AVAILABLE IN THE AME CHURCH'S Book OF DISCIPLINE, WHICH CAN BE ACCESSED THROUGH THE
CHURCH'S OFFICIAL WEBSITE OR DENOMINATIONAL OFFICES AS oF 202 1.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

1. AME CHUrcH DiscipLine MaANUAL 202 1 EbiTion

THIS MANUAL PROVIDES AN UPDATED AND COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO THE DISCIPLINARY PROCEDURES WITHIN THE AFRICAN
MeTHoDIST EpiscoPAL CHURCH AS oF 202 1. IT OUTLINES THE ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF CHURCH LEADERS AND MEMBERS
IN MAINT AINING CHURCH ORDER AND ADDRESSING MISCONDUCT. THE BOOK SERVES AS AN ESSENTIAL RESOURCE FOR CLERGY AND
LAITY ALIKE TO UNDERSTAND THE GOVERNANCE AND ETHICAL STANDARDS UPHELD BY THE AME CHURCH.

2. MAINTAINING HoLINess: CHURCH DiscipLINE IN THE AME TRADITION

FOCUSING ON THE THEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS OF DISCIPLINE IN THE AME CHURCH, THIS BOOK EXPLORES HOW DISCIPLINE
SUPPORTS SPIRITUAL GROWTH AND COMMUNITY INTEGRITY. |T DISCUSSES BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES AND HISTORICAL PRACTICES
THAT HAVE SHAPED THE CHURCH’S APPROACH TO CORRECTION AND RESTORATION. READERS GAIN INSIGHT INTO BALANCING
JUSTICE AND MERCY WITHIN CHURCH DISCIPLINE.

3. GUIDELINES FOR AME CHURCH DiIsciPLINE: A PASTORAL PERSPECTIVE

\W/RITTEN FOR PASTORS AND CHURCH LEADERS, THIS GUIDE OFFERS PRACTICAL ADVICE ON IMPLEMENTING DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS
IN ACCORDANCE WITH AME CHURCH POLITY. IT INCLUDES CASE STUDIES AND STRATEGIES FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, HELPING
LEADERS NAVIGATE SENSITIVE SITUATIONS WITH WISDOM AND COMPASSION. THE BOOK EMPHASIZES PASTORAL CARE ALONGSIDE
ACCOUNTABILITY.

4. RESTORING THE WAYWARD: AME CHURCH DIScCIPLINE AND RECONCILIA TION

THIS BOOK ADDRESSES THE PROCESSES AND GOALS OF RECONCILIATION FOLLOWING DISCIPLINE IN THE AME CHURCH. |T
HIGHLIGHTS THE IMPORT ANCE OF FORGIVENESS, RESTORATION, AND COMMUNITY HEALING AFTER MISCONDUCT. THE AUTHOR
PROVIDES TOOLS AND LITURGIES DESIGNED TO FACILITATE RECONCILIATION WITHIN CONGREGATIONS.

5. CHUrCH DiscIPLINE IN THE AFRICAN METHODIST EPiscoPAL CHURCH: HisToRICAL AND CONTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES
OFFERING A DETAILED HISTORICAL OVERVIEW, THIS VOLUME TRACES THE EVOLUTION OF DISCIPLINARY PRACTICES IN THE AME
CHURCH FROM ITS INCEPTION TO THE PRESENT DAY. |IT COMPARES PAST AND CURRENT METHODS, EMPHASIZING HOW CULTURAL
AND SOCIETAL CHANGES HAVE INFLUENCED CHURCH DISCIPLINE. THE BOOK IS VALUABLE FOR SCHOLARS AND CHURCH MEMBERS
INTERESTED IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AME GOVERNANCE.

6. ConrLicT AND CorRRECTION: NAVIGATING DisciPLINE IN THE AME CHURCH

THIS RESOURCE FOCUSES ON THE CHALLENGES AND COMPLEXITIES OF ADMINISTERING DISCIPLINE IN THE AME CHURCH SETTING. |T
ADDRESSES COMMON CONFLICTS, ETHICAL DILEMMAS, AND THE BALANCE BETWEEN AUTHORITY AND GRACE. PRACTICAL TooOLS
ARE PROVIDED TO HELP CHURCH LEADERS MAINTAIN UNITY AND UPHOLD STANDARDS EFFECTIVELY.

7. DiscipLine AND Doc TRINE: UPHOLDING AME CHURCH TEACHINGS THROUGH ACCOUNTABILITY

EXPLORING THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DOCTRINAL FIDELITY AND CHURCH DISCIPLINE, THIS BOOK ARGUES THAT DISCIPLINE IS
ESSENTIAL FOR PRESERVING THE CHURCH’S THEOLOGICAL INTEGRITY. |T EXAMINES SCRIPTURAL FOUNDATIONS AND AME
DOCTRINAL STATEMENTS TO SUPPORT DISCIPLINARY MEASURES. THE BOOK ENCOURAGES MEMBERS TO VIEW DISCIPLINE AS A
MEANS OF PROTECTING SHARED BELIEFS.

8. PasTorAL CARE AND DisciPLINE IN THE AME CHURCH

THIS VOLUME COMBINES PRINCIPLES OF PASTORAL CARE WITH DISCIPLINARY PROCESSES, EMPHASIZING THE ROLE OF EMPATHY
AND COUNSELING IN CORRECTION. |T OFFERS GUIDANCE ON HOW PASTORS CAN SUPPORT INDIVIDUALS UNDERGOING DISCIPLINE
WHILE ENCOURAGING REPENTANCE AND CHANGE. THE BOOK IS A HELPFUL TOOL FOR FOSTERING A COMPASSIONATE YET FIRM
CHURCH ENVIRONMENT.



9. IMPLEMENTING AME CHURCH DIScCIPLINE: PROCEDURES AND BEST PRACTICES

A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK, THIS BOOK OUTLINES STEP-BY-STEP PROCEDURES FOR CARRYING OUT DISCIPLINE WITHIN THE AME
CHURCH. IT INCLUDES CHECKLISTS, FORMS, AND TEMPLATES TO ASSIST CHURCH OFFICIALS IN FOLLOWING PROPER PROTOCOL.
THE BOOK AIMS TO ENSURE FAIRNESS, TRANSPARENCY, AND CONSISTENCY IN DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS ACROSS CONGREGATIONS.
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ame church discipline 2021: The Doctrine and Discipline of the African Methodist Episcopal
Church 2021 , 2022-07 Published by order of the Fifty-First General Conference held in Orlando,
Florida, July 6-10, 2021.

ame church discipline 2021: The Doctrine and Discipline of the AME Church 2021 African
Methodist Episcopal Church, 2022-10

ame church discipline 2021: Mother Emanuel Kevin Sack, 2025-06-03 A sweeping history of
one of the nation’s most important African American churches and a profound story of courage and
grace amid the fight for racial justice—from Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Kevin Sack “A
masterpiece . . . a dense, rich, captivating narrative, featuring vivid prose . . . expansive, inspiring
and hugely important.”—The New York Times “Race, religion, and terror combine for an
extraordinary story of America.”—Eddie S. Glaude, Jr., bestselling author of Begin Again Few people
beyond South Carolina’s Lowcountry knew of Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal Church in
Charleston—Mother Emanuel—before the night of June 17, 2015, when a twenty-one-year-old white
supremacist walked into Bible study and slaughtered the church’s charismatic pastor and eight
other worshippers. Although the shooter had targeted Mother Emanuel—the first A.M.E. church in
the South—to agitate racial strife, he did not anticipate the aftermath: an outpouring of forgiveness
from the victims’ families and a reckoning with the divisions of caste that have afflicted Charleston
and the South since the earliest days of European settlement. Mother Emanuel explores the
fascinating history that brought the church to that moment and the depth of the desecration
committed in its fellowship hall. It reveals how African Methodism was cultivated from the harshest
American soil, and how Black suffering shaped forgiveness into both a religious practice and a
survival tool. Kevin Sack, who has written about race in his native South for more than four decades,
uses the church to trace the long arc of Black life in the city where nearly half of enslaved Africans
disembarked in North America and where the Civil War began. Through the microcosm of one
congregation, he explores the development of a unique practice of Christianity, from its daring
breakaway from white churches in 1817, through the traumas of Civil War and Reconstruction, to its
critical role in the Civil Rights Movement and beyond. At its core, Mother Emanuel is an epic tale of
perseverance, not just of a congregation but of a people who withstood enslavement, Jim Crow, and
all manner of violence with an unbending faith.

ame church discipline 2021: Doctrine, Spirit, and Discipline Kevin M. Watson, 2024-06-25 The
definitive history of the Wesleyan movement in the United States. An expansive, substantive history
of the Wesleyan tradition in the United States, Doctrine, Spirit, and Discipline offers a broad survey
of the Methodist movement as it developed and spread throughout America, from the colonial era to
the present day. It also provides an theological appraisal of these developments in light of John
Wesley's foundational vision. Beginning with Wesley himself, Watson describes the distinctiveness of
the tradition at the outset. Then, as history unfolds, he identifies the common set of beliefs and
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practices which have unified a diverse group of people across the centuries, providing them a
common identity through a number of divisions and mergers. In the midst of the sweeping changes
happening in Methodism and the pan-Wesleyan movement today, Watson shows that the heart of the
Wesleyan theological tradition is both more expansive and substantive than any singular
denominational identity. A fresh, panoramic overview of the history of the Methodist movement. . .
Promises to be a standard textbook on the history of Methodism for years to come. —TIMOTHY C.
TENNENT, Asbury Theological Seminary

ame church discipline 2021: Methodism and American Empire David William Scott, Filipe
Fernandes R. Maia, 2024-01-31 Living into a less colonial way of being together. Methodism and
American Empire investigates historical trajectories and theological developments that connect
American imperialism since World War II to the Methodist tradition as a global movement. The
volume asks: to what extent is United Methodists’ vision of the globe marred by American
imperialism? Through historical analyses and theological reflections, this volume chronicles the
formation of an understanding of The United Methodist Church since the mid-20th century that is
both global and at the same time dominated by American interests and concerns. Methodism and
American Empire provides a historical and theological perspective to understand the current context
of The United Methodist Church while also raising ecclesiological questions about the impact of
imperialism on how Methodists have understood the nature and mission of the church over the last
century. Gathering voices and perspectives from around the world, this volume suggests that the
project of global Methodism and the tensions one witnesses therein ought to be understood in the
context of American imperialism and that such an understanding is critical to the task of continuing
to be a global denomination. The volume tells a tale of complex negotiations happening between
United Methodists across different national, cultural, and ecclesial contexts and sets up the
historical backdrop for the imminent schism of The United Methodist Church.

ame church discipline 2021: Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers and
Theologies of the Afterlife Jennifer McFarlane-Harris, Emily Hamilton-Honey, 2021-07-12 This
collection analyzes the theme of the afterlife as it animated nineteenth-century American women's
theology-making and appeals for social justice. Authors like Harriet Beecher Stowe, Elizabeth Stuart
Phelps, Martha Finley, Jarena Lee, Maria Stewart, Zilpha Elaw, Rebecca Cox Jackson, Catharine
Maria Sedgwick, Elizabeth Palmer Peabody, Belinda Marden Pratt, and others wrote to have a voice
in the moral debates that were consuming churches and national politics. These texts are
expressions of the lives and dynamic minds of women who developed sophisticated, systematic
spiritual and textual approaches to the divine, to their denominations or religious traditions, and to
the mainstream culture around them. Women do not simply live out theologies authored by men.
Rather, Nineteenth-Century American Women Writers and Theologies of the Afterlife: A Step Closer
to Heaven is grounded in the radical notion that the theological principles crafted by women and
derived from women'’s experiences, intellectual habits, and organizational capabilities are
foundational to American literature itself.

ame church discipline 2021: When the Church Woke William B. Lawrence, 2022-10-21 The
most divisive and damaging aspect of the church in America is the combination of racism and white
supremacy that has been woven into the fabric of the church to the degree that one cannot discuss
the church in America apart from this sin. Nowhere is this clearer than in American Methodism,
including The United Methodist Church. That denomination, which has been divided for decades
over issues regarding human sexuality and homosexuality, is a product of a long history of racism
and white supremacy. While initiatives have been taken to address these matters, there has not been
any effort to help the church focus on being anti-racist in its practices or public witness at every
level, including local church levels. This is a book that identifies this sin and offers an innovative look
at the mission of the church, based on biblical witnesses to new life with the resurrection. It offers
proposals for reparations and renewal that will come when the church woke.

ame church discipline 2021: Apostle of Liberation Cheryl Janifer LaRoche, 2025-02-04
William Paul Quinn's untold story is a missing piece of American history. His deep but little-known




involvement with the Underground Railroad is one of the most fascinating subplots of a remarkable
life. More than any other prelate of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, or AME Church, Quinn
(1788-1873) guided the faithful throughout the perilous pre-Civil War years, sanctioning escape from
slavery while avoiding suspicion and, by all appearances, upholding the law. Quinn helped his
followers navigate the hardships of slavery, as well as the demands of freedom in the post-Civil War
world. Apostle of Liberation illuminates Quinn’s significance, demonstrating why his life and
courageous efforts deserve more attention—and more appreciation. It also explores, in depth and for
the first time, the eight and a half years Quinn spent in New York City. It was during this time that
Quinn experienced the major conflict of his life with AME founder Bishop Richard Allen over Quinn’s
independent activities in New York. Much to Bishop Allen’s frustration, Quinn—one of the AME
Church’s “Four Horsemen”along with Allen—associated with ministers of other denominations,
collaborated with the city’s African American civic leaders, rescued freedom seekers, and operated
beyond Allen’s reach. Quinn later established a 150-member independent church in the city, earning
Allen’s wrath and a five-year exile from the church. This remarkable missionary’s life embodies the
struggles and challenges that shaped the lives of nineteenth-century Black leaders, and those who
followed them. Apostle of Liberation explores the historical figure as well as the man of God—his
spiritual gifts, his character and uniqueness, as well as his many strengths and failings. The book
carefully lays out his trials and triumphs, and the magnitude of his accomplishments in the face of
legally sanctioned national opposition, denominational fights and schisms, and devastating Supreme
Court decisions. Combining AME Church history, the story of the Underground Railroad, the origins
of African American educational efforts, and inspiring anecdotes of westward migration and
community engagement, Apostle of Liberation offers an original and distinctive contribution to
American religious history.

ame church discipline 2021: Handbook for the Christian Faith James M. Dawsey, 2023-08-15
Is religion disappearing from American life? Less than 50 percent of Americans now hold
membership in any religious institution, and even fewer attend worship services. The decline in
Christian churches is especially pronounced among the young and cuts across all denominations.
But for Methodists and like-minded Protestants, concerns are deeper than shrinking denominational
membership. Polls show disconcerting ignorance about religious and spiritual matters even among
churchgoers. Our values as a society are in large measure molded by religion. What shape will
Protestant Christianity take in the twenty-first century? And of Methodism? And beyond that, what
kind of community will we be? Dawsey proposes returning to the roots of Christianity. And with
anecdotes and stories and a sweeping grasp of church history, he examines those essential practices
and beliefs necessary to revitalize American churches. Key, he argues, is rediscovering Christianity
as a philosophy of living. John Wesley characterized the practice of religion as first, doing no harm;
second, doing good; and third, keeping the ordinances of faith. Loving God and God's creation--the
doing of Christianity--marks the path for becoming the churches and individuals Christians were
called to be.

ame church discipline 2021: African American Psychology Faye Z. Belgrave, Kevin Wendell
Allison, Camilla W. Nonterah, 2025-09-02 African American Psychology: From Africa to America
provides a comprehensive and integrated introduction to the field. The Fifth Edition presents recent
advances and developments in African American psychology, including new coverage of systematic
and institutional racism, Black empowerment, COVID-19’s impact on Black communities, and
increased attention to heterogeneity within the Black community.

ame church discipline 2021: African American Psychology Faye Z. Belgrave, Kevin Wendell
Allison, Camilla W. Nonterah, 2025-08-18

ame church discipline 2021: Black Fundamentalists Daniel R. Bare, 2021-05-11 Reveals the
history of Black Fundamentalists during the early part of the twentieth century As the
modernist-fundamentalist controversy came to a head in the early twentieth century, an image of the
“fighting fundamentalist” was imprinted on the American cultural consciousness. To this day, the
word “fundamentalist” often conjures the image of a fire-breathing preacher—strident, unyielding in



conviction . . . and almost always white. But did this major religious perspective really stop cold in
its tracks at the color line? Black Fundamentalists challenges the idea that fundamentalism was an
exclusively white phenomenon. The volume uncovers voices from the Black community that
embraced the doctrinal tenets of the movement and, in many cases, explicitly self-identified as
fundamentalists. Fundamentalists of the early twentieth century felt the pressing need to defend the
“fundamental” doctrines of their conservative Christian faith—doctrines like biblical inerrancy, the
divinity of Christ, and the virgin birth—against what they saw as the predations of modernists who
represented a threat to true Christianity. Such concerns, attitudes, and arguments emerged among
Black Christians as well as white, even as the oppressive hand of Jim Crow excluded African
Americans from the most prominent white-controlled fundamentalist institutions and social
crusades, rendering them largely invisible to scholars examining such movements. Black
fundamentalists aligned closely with their white counterparts on the theological particulars of “the
fundamentals.” Yet they often applied their conservative theology in more progressive, racially
contextualized ways. While white fundamentalists were focused on battling the teaching of
evolution, Black fundamentalists were tying their conservative faith to advocacy for reforms in
public education, voting rights, and the overturning of legal bans on intermarriage. Beyond the
narrow confines of the fundamentalist movement, Daniel R. Bare shows how these historical
dynamics illuminate larger themes, still applicable today, about how racial context influences
religious expression.

ame church discipline 2021: Black Indians and Freedmen Christina Dickerson-Cousin,
2021-12-28 Often seen as ethnically monolithic, the African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church in
fact successfully pursued evangelism among diverse communities of indigenous peoples and Black
Indians. Christina Dickerson-Cousin tells the little-known story of the AME Church’s work in Indian
Territory, where African Methodists engaged with people from the Five Civilized Tribes (Cherokees,
Creeks, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and Seminoles) and Black Indians from various ethnic backgrounds.
These converts proved receptive to the historically Black church due to its traditions of
self-government and resistance to white hegemony, and its strong support of their interests. The
ministers, guided by the vision of a racially and ethnically inclusive Methodist institution, believed
their denomination the best option for the marginalized people. Dickerson-Cousin also argues that
the religious opportunities opened up by the AME Church throughout the West provided another
impetus for Black migration. Insightful and richly detailed, Black Indians and Freedmen illuminates
how faith and empathy encouraged the unique interactions between two peoples.

ame church discipline 2021: Your Daughters Will Prophesy Lisa Marie Gring-Pemble, Martha
Watson, 2025-05-22 How nineteenth-century women used the Bible to claim their voice on the moral
questions of their day Caught between their identity as Christians and social norms that silenced
them, American women used scripture to claim moral and then rhetorical agency. They
reinterpreted familiar biblical passages, recovered previously ignored stories about women, and
contested passages used to circumscribe women's activities. By strategically adopting a rhetorical
posture of dissent, these women became prophetic voices in American society. In Your Daughters
Will Prophesy, Lisa Marie Gring-Pemble and Martha Watson analyze the argumentative resources
four women—Jarena Lee, Sarah Moore Grimké, Lucretia Coffin Mott, and Frances Willard—used to
counter gendered restrictions and gain access to platform and pulpit, catalyzing what became
known as the woman's movement.

ame church discipline 2021: Real Philly History, Real Fast James F. Murphy, Jim Murphy,
2021-06-18 A unique, fast, and quirky guide to Philadelphia's heroes and historic sites

ame church discipline 2021: A Lynched Black Wall Street Jerrolyn S. Eulinberg, 2021-05-13
This book remembers one hundred years since Black Wall Street and it reflects on the 1921 Tulsa
Race Massacre. Black Wall Street was the most successful Black business district in the United
States; yet, it was isolated from the blooming white oil town of Tulsa, Oklahoma, because of racism.
During the early twentieth century African-Americans lived in the constant threat of extreme
violence by white supremacy, lynching, and Jim and Jane Crow laws. The text explores, through a




Womanist lens, the moral dilemma of Black ontology and the existential crisis of living in America as
equal human beings to white Americans. This prosperous Black business district and residential
community was lynched by white terror, hate, jealousy, and hegemonic power, using unjust laws and
a legally sanctioned white mob. Terrorism operated historically based on the lies of Black inferiority
with the support of law and white supremacy. Today this same precedence continues to terrorize the
life experiences of African-Americans. The research examines Native Americans and
African-Americans, the Black migration west, the role of religion, Black women’s contributions,
lynching, and the continued resilience of Black Americans.

ame church discipline 2021: A Companion to American Religious History Benjamin E. Park,
2021-01-26 A collection of original essays exploring the history of the various American religious
traditions and the meaning of their many expressions The Blackwell Companion to American
Religious History explores the key events, significant themes, and important movements in various
religious traditions throughout the nation’s history from pre-colonization to the present day. Original
essays written by leading scholars and new voices in the field discuss how religion in America has
transformed over the years, explore its many expressions and meanings, and consider religion’s
central role in American life. Emphasizing the integration of religion into broader cultural and
historical themes, this wide-ranging volume explores the operation of religion in eras of historical
change, the diversity of religious experiences, and religion’s intersections with American cultural,
political, social, racial, gender, and intellectual history. Each chronologically-organized chapter
focuses on a specific period or event, such as the interactions between Moravian and Indigenous
communities, the origins of African-American religious institutions, Mormon settlement in Utah,
social reform movements during the twentieth century, the growth of ethnic religious communities,
and the rise of the Religious Right. An innovative historical genealogy of American religious
traditions, the Companion: Highlights broader historical themes using clear and compelling
narrative Helps teachers expose their students to the significance and variety of America's religious
past Explains new and revisionist interpretations of American religious history Surveys current and
emerging historiographical trends Traces historical themes to contemporary issues surrounding civil
rights and social justice movements, modern capitalism, and debates over religious liberties Making
the lessons of American religious history relevant to a broad range of readers, The Blackwell
Companion to American Religious History is the perfect book for advanced undergraduate and
graduate students in American history courses, and a valuable resource for graduate students and
scholars wanting to keep pace with current historiographical trends and recent developments in the
field.

ame church discipline 2021: White Americans in Black Africa Eunjin Park, 2021-11-18 First
Published in 2002. This compelling book brings to light a disillusioned experiment of biracial
missionary labours that were expected to carry the beliefs and cultural values of nineteenth century
white Americans to the black continent of Africa.

ame church discipline 2021: The Doctrine and Discipline of the A.M.E. Church African
Methodist Episcopal Church, R. H. W. Leak, 1900

ame church discipline 2021: The Supernatural and the Circuit Riders Rimi Xhemajli,
2021-06-22 In The Supernatural and the Circuit Riders, Rimi Xhemajli shows how a small but
passionate movement grew and shook the religious world through astonishing signs and wonders.
Beginning in the late eighteenth century, early American Methodist preachers, known as circuit
riders, were appointed to evangelize the American frontier by presenting an experiential gospel: one
that featured extraordinary phenomena that originated from God's Spirit. In employing this
evangelistic strategy of the gospel message fueled by supernatural displays, Methodism rapidly
expanded. Despite beginning with only ten official circuit riders in the early 1770s, by the early
1830s, circuit riders had multiplied and caused Methodism to become the largest American
denomination of its day. In investigating the significance of the supernatural in the circuit rider
ministry, Xhemajli provides a new historical perspective through his eye-opening demonstration of
the correlation between the supernatural and the explosive membership growth of early American




Methodism, which fueled the Second Great Awakening. In doing so, he also prompts the
consideration of the relevance and reproduction of such acts in the American church today.
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