
allen guelzo political affiliation
allen guelzo political affiliation is a topic of interest for many who study
American history, particularly Civil War scholarship. Allen C. Guelzo is a
prominent historian specializing in the Civil War era, Abraham Lincoln, and
American political thought. Understanding his political views or affiliations
can provide context for his interpretations and writings. This article will
explore Guelzo’s political background, analyze his public statements, and
review how his affiliations may influence his scholarly work. Additionally,
it will examine common misconceptions about his political stance and outline
how his work is perceived across the political spectrum. The following
sections aim to provide a comprehensive overview of allen guelzo political
affiliation and its relevance to his academic contributions.

Background of Allen Guelzo

Public Statements on Politics

Political Affiliations and Academic Influence

Misconceptions About Guelzo’s Political Views

Impact of Political Affiliation on Scholarship

Background of Allen Guelzo
Allen C. Guelzo is an American historian with a focus on the Civil War,
Abraham Lincoln, and 19th-century American political history. He holds
academic positions and has authored numerous books and articles that have
contributed significantly to Civil War studies. Born in 1953, Guelzo’s
scholarly career spans several decades, during which he developed a
reputation for rigorous research and balanced historical analysis. His
expertise often intersects with political themes, prompting interest in his
personal political affiliation.

Academic and Professional Career
Guelzo earned his Ph.D. in history and has taught at various institutions,
including Gettysburg College and Princeton University. His works often
receive acclaim for their depth and objectivity. He has served as a senior
fellow at the Claremont Institute, a conservative think tank, which has led
some to speculate about his political leanings. However, Guelzo’s career is
grounded primarily in historical scholarship rather than partisan politics.



Areas of Historical Focus
His research focuses on pivotal moments in American political history,
especially the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln’s presidency. This
specialization naturally involves political discourse, but Guelzo approaches
his subjects with academic rigor rather than ideological bias. His detailed
exploration of political ideologies of the 19th century reflects his interest
in the complexities of historical political affiliations rather than
contemporary partisan divides.

Public Statements on Politics
Allen Guelzo has occasionally commented on contemporary political issues, but
these remarks are typically framed within historical context. His public
statements provide insight into his political perspective but do not clearly
align him with any specific political party or movement.

Views on Modern Political Climate
Guelzo has expressed concerns about political polarization and the
oversimplification of historical narratives in modern discourse. He advocates
for nuanced understanding of history, warning against the dangers of
interpreting past events through rigid political lenses. These views suggest
a preference for intellectual independence rather than party loyalty.

Engagement with Political Organizations
While he has affiliations with conservative-leaning organizations such as the
Claremont Institute, Guelzo maintains a primarily academic stance. His
involvement is typically in the capacity of a scholar rather than a political
activist. This professional association may influence perceptions of his
political affiliation but does not necessarily define it.

Political Affiliations and Academic Influence
Understanding allen guelzo political affiliation requires distinguishing
between his scholarly work and any personal or organizational ties. His
academic output reflects a dedication to historical accuracy and balanced
interpretation rather than partisan advocacy.

Connection to Conservative Institutions
Guelzo’s role at the Claremont Institute has sparked discussion about his
political leanings. The institute promotes conservative principles, including



limited government and constitutionalism, which may resonate with Guelzo’s
historical interests. However, his scholarship remains focused on evidence-
based history rather than political ideology.

Impact on Historical Interpretation
Some critics argue that Guelzo’s affiliations might influence his
interpretation of key historical figures like Abraham Lincoln or events such
as the Civil War. Nevertheless, his work is widely regarded for its scholarly
rigor and balanced perspective, suggesting that any political influence is
minimal or indirect.

Misconceptions About Guelzo’s Political Views
There are common misunderstandings regarding allen guelzo political
affiliation, often stemming from his association with conservative circles
and his commentary on political topics. Clarifying these misconceptions helps
provide a more accurate picture of his stance.

Assumption of Partisan Bias
Due to his connections with conservative organizations, some assume Guelzo
holds strong partisan biases. However, his published works and lectures
emphasize historical complexity and avoid overt political partisanship. This
approach distinguishes his scholarship from political advocacy.

Misinterpretation of Scholarly Work
Guelzo’s detailed analysis of Lincoln’s policies and Civil War politics is
sometimes misread as politically motivated. In reality, his interpretations
are grounded in primary sources and historical context, aiming to provide a
comprehensive understanding rather than support a particular political
agenda.

Impact of Political Affiliation on Scholarship
While allen guelzo political affiliation may influence perceptions, the
primary measure of his work is its academic merit. His contributions to Civil
War history are valued across ideological lines, demonstrating the importance
of separating personal beliefs from scholarly output.



Reception in Academic Circles
Guelzo’s work is respected by historians regardless of their political
orientation. His commitment to evidence and balanced analysis contributes to
his reputation as a leading Civil War scholar. This broad acceptance
underscores the limited impact of any perceived political affiliation on the
quality of his research.

Influence on Public Understanding
Through books, lectures, and media appearances, Guelzo has shaped public
understanding of Civil War history and Abraham Lincoln. His ability to
communicate complex political and historical ideas without partisan bias
enhances his credibility and the educational value of his work.

Allen Guelzo’s academic career and historical focus

Public comments reflecting nuanced political views

Associations with conservative organizations and their implications

Clarification of common misconceptions about his political stance

Effect of political affiliation on his scholarly reputation and
influence

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Allen Guelzo's political affiliation?
Allen Guelzo is generally considered to have conservative political views,
though he primarily identifies as a historian rather than a political figure.

Has Allen Guelzo publicly stated his political party
preference?
Allen Guelzo has not publicly declared formal affiliation with any political
party, focusing his work on historical scholarship instead.

Does Allen Guelzo's political affiliation influence
his historical work?
While some readers interpret conservative leanings in his analyses, Allen



Guelzo aims to maintain scholarly objectivity in his historical research.

Is Allen Guelzo associated with any political
organizations?
There is no public record of Allen Guelzo being formally associated with
political organizations; his career centers on academia and historical
writing.

How do Allen Guelzo's political views impact his
commentary on American history?
Guelzo's perspectives sometimes reflect a conservative interpretation of
American history, particularly regarding the Civil War and Abraham Lincoln,
but he bases his commentary on extensive research.

Has Allen Guelzo participated in political debates
or discussions?
Allen Guelzo has participated in public discussions and lectures that touch
on political themes within history, but primarily from a scholarly rather
than partisan standpoint.

Where can I find more information about Allen
Guelzo's political views?
Information about Allen Guelzo's political views can be gleaned from his
published works, interviews, and lectures, though he emphasizes his role as a
historian over political activism.

Additional Resources
1. The Conservative Foundations of American Politics
This book explores the historical roots and principles that have shaped
American conservatism. It delves into the philosophical and cultural ideas
that underpin conservative political thought, tracing its development from
the founding era to the present day. The author examines key figures and
movements that have defined conservatism in the United States.

2. Lincoln and the Conservative Tradition
Focusing on Abraham Lincoln, this work analyzes how his political beliefs
align with conservative ideals. It discusses Lincoln's commitment to
preserving the Union and his cautious approach to change within the framework
of constitutional government. The book offers insights into how Lincoln’s
leadership exemplifies core conservative values.

3. The Political Philosophy of Allen Guelzo



This volume provides an in-depth analysis of Allen Guelzo’s own political
views and scholarly contributions. It highlights his interpretations of
history through a conservative lens and how his beliefs influence his
historical narratives. Readers gain an understanding of Guelzo’s place within
contemporary conservative thought.

4. American Political Conservatism: Origins and Evolution
This title traces the evolution of conservative political ideology in America
from the 18th century to modern times. It covers major political events,
ideological shifts, and influential thinkers who have contributed to the
conservative movement. The book situates Guelzo’s perspectives within this
broader historical context.

5. Faith and Politics in American Conservatism
Exploring the intersection of religion and conservative politics, this book
examines how faith traditions have shaped conservative policies and
attitudes. It discusses the role of evangelical Christianity and other
religious influences in political discourse. The author provides a nuanced
view of how religious values inform conservative ideology.

6. The Civil War and Conservative Thought
This work investigates how the American Civil War influenced conservative
political ideas and alignments. It considers the impact of the conflict on
states' rights, federalism, and national unity from a conservative
standpoint. The book also addresses how historians like Guelzo interpret the
war’s legacy.

7. Conservatism in the Age of Reconstruction
Focusing on the Reconstruction era, this book analyzes conservative responses
to the profound social and political changes following the Civil War. It
examines resistance to federal policies and the efforts to restore
traditional social orders. The narrative reflects themes present in Guelzo’s
historical research.

8. The Role of Historians in Political Discourse
This book discusses how historians, including Allen Guelzo, contribute to
contemporary political debates through their interpretation of history. It
considers the responsibilities and challenges faced by historians when their
work intersects with ideology. The text highlights the influence of
historical scholarship on political thought.

9. Modern Conservatism and Historical Memory
This title explores how modern conservatives use history to frame political
identity and policy arguments. It looks at the selective remembrance and
reinterpretation of historical events in conservative circles. The book
includes analysis of Guelzo’s contributions to shaping historical memory
within conservative politics.
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  allen guelzo political affiliation: Summary of Our Ancient Faith by Allen C. Guelzo
SUMMARY GP, 2024-02-07 DISCLAIMER This book does not in any capacity mean to replace the
original book but to serve as a vast summary of the original book. Summary of Our Ancient Faith by
Allen C. Guelzo: Lincoln, Democracy, and the American Experiment IN THIS SUMMARIZED BOOK,
YOU WILL GET: Chapter astute outline of the main contents. Fast & simple understanding of the
content analysis. Exceptionally summarized content that you may skip in the original book Allen C.
Guelzo's book, Our Ancient Faith, explores Abraham Lincoln's vision of democracy, which guided
him through the Civil War and remains relevant today. Guelzo argues that Lincoln's commitment to
the balance between majority and minority rule allowed him to stand firm against secession and
commit the Union to reconciliation. He also assesses Lincoln's actions on civil liberties and views on
race, highlighting his vision for the role of government that would have made him a pivotal president
even without the Civil War.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: The Independent Voter Thom Reilly, Jacqueline S. Salit,
Omar H. Ali, 2022-09-30 Independent voters—the 40–50 percent of Americans who reject
identification with either of the two major parties or with any party—are increasing in number and
impact. Independents are determining the outcome of major elections, upending the long-held
categories of political science. Drawing on historical and contemporary data (including survey data,
participant observation, interviews, and current writings and scholarship) and providing timely new
analysis, the authors argue that independents are an engine for a transformation of US democracy,
perhaps even its saviors. Rather than “leaning” to a party or an ideology, independents vary on
issues but share a deep distrust of the partisan system. What are the consequences of this distrust?
What about shifting trends among Black, Latino, and Asian communities regarding party loyalty?
What of young voters who eschew party identification wanting a different kind of political culture?
For a wide variety of audiences, this book gives students, scholars, campaign professionals, activists,
and media analysts an insight into current voting dynamics and future possibilities.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Religion and Politics in America Robert Booth Fowler,
2018-05-04 this book focuses on religion and politics and the dynamic interactions between them. It
helps to understand the politics of religion in the United States and to appreciate the strategic
choices that politicians and religious participants make when they participate in politics.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Lincoln and Democratic Statesmanship Michael P. Zuckert,
2020-05-05 Our ideas of statesmanship are fraught with seeming contradictions: The democratic
statesman is true to the people’s wishes and views—but also capable of standing against popular
opinion when necessary. The statesman rises above conflicts and seeks compromise between
parties—but also stands firmly for what is right. Abraham Lincoln, perhaps more than any other
political figure in US history, affords us an opportunity to evaluate the philosophical, political, and
practical implications of these paradoxical propositions. Asking whether and how Lincoln acted in a
statesmanly manner at critical moments, the authors of this volume aim to clarify what precisely
statesmanship might be; their work illuminates important themes and events in Lincoln’s career
even as it broadens and sharpens our understanding of the general nature of statesmanship. One of
Lincoln’s abiding themes was foreshadowed in his Lyceum Address, delivered when he was not yet
thirty: the call for the prevalence of a sort of public opinion that he characterized as a political
religion. As it relates to democratic statesmanship, what does Lincoln’s political religion have to do
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with religion per se? How, in his role as statesman as a master of democratic speech, did Lincoln
handle the two major issues he faced as a political leader: slavery and the war? In attempting to
meet the demand that he use acceptable means to achieve his ends, did Lincoln—can any
statesman—keep his hands clean? Are there inevitable transgressions that a statesman must
commit? These are among the topics the authors take on as they consider Lincoln’s democratic and
rhetorical statesmanship, on occasion drawing comparisons with his contemporaries Henry Clay and
Stephen Douglas or even such a distant forerunner as Pericles. Finally, framing statesmanship in
terms of three factors—knowledge of the political good of a community, circumstance, and the best
possible action in light of these two—this volume renders a nuanced, deeply informed judgment on
what distinguishes Lincoln as a statesman, and what distinguishes a statesman from a (mere)
politician.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Emancipation, the Union Army, and the Reelection of
Abraham Lincoln Jonathan W. White, 2014-06-09 The Union army's overwhelming vote for
Abraham Lincoln's reelection in 1864 has led many Civil War scholars to conclude that the soldiers
supported the Republican Party and its effort to abolish slavery. In Emancipation, the Union Army,
and the Reelection of Abraham Lincoln Jonathan W. White challenges this reigning paradigm in Civil
War historiography, arguing instead that the soldier vote in the presidential election of 1864 is not a
reliable index of the army's ideological motivation or political sentiment. Although 78 percent of the
soldiers' votes were cast for Lincoln, White contends that this was not wholly due to a political or
social conversion to the Republican Party. Rather, he argues, historians have ignored mitigating
factors such as voter turnout, intimidation at the polls, and how soldiers voted in nonpresidential
elections in 1864. While recognizing that many soldiers changed their views on slavery and
emancipation during the war, White suggests that a considerable number still rejected the
Republican platform, and that many who voted for Lincoln disagreed with his views on slavery. He
likewise explains that many northerners considered a vote for the Democratic ticket as treasonous
and an admission of defeat. Using previously untapped court-martial records from the National
Archives, as well as manuscript collections from across the country, White convincingly revises many
commonly held assumptions about the Civil War era and provides a deeper understanding of the
Union Army.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: The Academic Trumpists David L. Swartz, 2024-08-01 Matt
Dawson and David L. Swartz discuss The Academic Trumpists on the New Books in Sociology
podcast Reviewed by Scott McLemee in Inside Higher Ed 'Donald Trump wants to dismantle the
Department of Education. Some professors would welcome it', by David L. Swartz in Salon There has
been an outpouring of research on populist conservatism since the advent of the Trump presidency
and extreme right movements in Europe. Much less studied, however, is the growing political
conservatism in the American academy and how it relates to populist sentiment. The Academic
Trumpists addresses a gap in the research literature by looking at the impact of Trumpism on
conservative faculty. It compares 109 professors who publicly support Trump to 89 conservative
professors who oppose Trump. All 198 function as public intellectuals who advocated publicly their
views. Drawing on recent research in the sociology of intellectuals and Pierre Bourdieu’s analytical
field perspective, this book offers a fielding political identities and practices framework to show how
these two groups of professors (Trumpists and anti-Trumpists) differ in where they teach, their
intellectual orientations, their scholarly productivity, their political rationales, where they network
with think tanks, scholarly professional associations, and government agencies, and their stances on
key controversies surrounding the Trump presidency (Covid-19, the two impeachments, the
November 2020 election lost, and the January 6 mob assault on the United States Capitol). The
academic Trumpists embrace the right-wing populist wave mobilized by Trump and the conservative
critics resist this move. This polarization of views between these two groups of conservative
professors is enduring and rooted in two distinct social networks that connect their positions in the
academic field to affiliations with conservative think tanks that reinforce their respective political
identities and radical right-wing anti-establishment thinking in America more generally. This book



will appeal to readers interested in the politics of higher education, the sociology of intellectuals,
political sociology, and research on conservative and right-wing populism politics in America today.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Proof that Involuntary Income Taxes on Your Labor are
Slavery, Form #05.055 Sovereignty Education and Defense Ministry (SEDM), 2023-04-17 Evidence
useful in court to prove that income taxes on your labor are slavery and may not be included in
either your income or your gross income..
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Abraham Lincoln as a Man of Ideas Allen C. Guelzo,
2016-12-29 Despite the most meager of formal educations, Lincoln had a tremendous intellectual
curiosity that drove him into the circle of Enlightenment philosophy and democratic political
ideology. And from these, Lincoln developed a set of political convictions that guided him throughout
his life and his presidency. This compilation of ten essays from Lincoln scholar Allen C. Guelzo
uncovers the hidden sources of Lincoln’s ideas and examines the beliefs that directed his career and
brought an end to slavery and the Civil War.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Lincoln and Douglas Allen C. Guelzo, 2010-05-11 From the
two-time winner of the prestigious Lincoln Prize, a stirring and surprising account of the debates
that made Lincoln a national figure and defined the slavery issue that would bring the country to
war. In 1858, Abraham Lincoln was known as a successful Illinois lawyer who had achieved some
prominence in state politics as a leader in the new Republican Party. Two years later, he was elected
president and was on his way to becoming the greatest chief executive in American history. What
carried this one-term congressman from obscurity to fame was the campaign he mounted for the
United States Senate against the country’s most formidable politician, Stephen A. Douglas, in the
summer and fall of 1858. As this brilliant narrative by the prize-winning Lincoln scholar Allen Guelzo
dramatizes, Lincoln would emerge a predominant national figure, the leader of his party, the man
who would bear the burden of the national confrontation. Lincoln lost that Senate race to Douglas,
though he came close to toppling the “Little Giant,” whom almost everyone thought was unbeatable.
Guelzo’s Lincoln and Douglas brings alive their debates and this whole year of campaigns and
underscores their centrality in the greatest conflict in American history. The encounters between
Lincoln and Douglas engage a key question in American political life: What is democracy's purpose?
Is it to satisfy the desires of the majority? Or is it to achieve a just and moral public order? These
were the real questions in 1858 that led to the Civil War. They remain questions for Americans
today.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: The Coming of Neo-Feudalism Joel Kotkin, 2023-01-10
Following a remarkable epoch of greater dispersion of wealth and opportunity, we are inexorably
returning towards a more feudal era marked by greater concentration of wealth and property,
reduced upward mobility, demographic stagnation, and increased dogmatism. If the last seventy
years saw a massive expansion of the middle class, not only in America but in much of the developed
world, today that class is declining and a new, more hierarchical society is emerging. The new class
structure resembles that of Medieval times. At the apex of the new order are two classes—a reborn
clerical elite, the clerisy, which dominates the upper part of the professional ranks, universities,
media and culture, and a new aristocracy led by tech oligarchs with unprecedented wealth and
growing control of information. These two classes correspond to the old French First and Second
Estates. Below these two classes lies what was once called the Third Estate. This includes the
yeomanry, which is made up largely of small businesspeople, minor property owners, skilled workers
and private-sector oriented professionals. Ascendant for much of modern history, this class is in
decline while those below them, the new Serfs, grow in numbers—a vast, expanding property-less
population. The trends are mounting, but we can still reverse them—if people understand what is
actually occurring and have the capability to oppose them.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Fateful Lightning Allen C. Guelzo, 2012-05-18 The Civil War
is the greatest trauma ever experienced by the American nation, a four-year paroxysm of violence
that left in its wake more than 600,000 dead, more than 2 million refugees, and the destruction (in
modern dollars) of more than $700 billion in property. The war also sparked some of the most heroic



moments in American history and enshrined a galaxy of American heroes. Above all, it permanently
ended the practice of slavery and proved, in an age of resurgent monarchies, that a liberal
democracy could survive the most frightful of challenges. In Fateful Lightning, two-time Lincoln
Prize-winning historian Allen C. Guelzo offers a marvelous portrait of the Civil War and its era,
covering not only the major figures and epic battles, but also politics, religion, gender, race,
diplomacy, and technology. And unlike other surveys of the Civil War era, it extends the reader's
vista to include the postwar Reconstruction period and discusses the modern-day legacy of the Civil
War in American literature and popular culture. Guelzo also puts the conflict in a global perspective,
underscoring Americans' acute sense of the vulnerability of their republic in a world of monarchies.
He examines the strategy, the tactics, and especially the logistics of the Civil War and brings the
most recent historical thinking to bear on emancipation, the presidency and the war powers, the
blockade and international law, and the role of intellectuals, North and South. Written by a leading
authority on our nation's most searing crisis, Fateful Lightning offers a vivid and original account of
an event whose echoes continue with Americans to this day.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Lincoln's America Joseph R. Fornieri, Sara Vaughn Gabbard,
2016-12-21 A collection of original essays by ten eminent historians that explore religion, education,
middle-class family life, the antislavery movement, politics, and law in Lincoln's America.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: The Jacksonian Conservatism of Rufus P. Ranney David M.
Gold, 2017-01-15 Ohio’s Rufus P. Ranney embodied many of the most intriguing social and political
tensions of his time. He was an anticorporate campaigner who became John D. Rockefeller’s favorite
lawyer. A student and law partner of abolitionist Benjamin F. Wade, Ranney acquired an antislavery
reputation and recruited troops for the Union army; but as a Democratic candidate for governor he
denied the power of Congress to restrict slavery in the territories, and during the Civil War and
Reconstruction he condemned Republican policies. Ranney was a key delegate at Ohio’s second
constitutional convention and a two-time justice of the Ohio Supreme Court. He advocated equality
and limited government as understood by radical Jacksonian Democrats. Scholarly discussions of
Jacksonian jurisprudence have primarily focused on a handful of United States Supreme Court cases,
but Ranney’s opinions, taken as a whole, outline a broader approach to judicial decision making. A
founder of the Ohio State Bar Association, Ranney was immensely influential but has been
understudied until now. He left no private papers, even destroying his own correspondence. In The
Jacksonian Conservatism of Rufus P. Ranney, David M. Gold works with the public record to reveal
the contours of Ranney’s life and work. The result is a new look at how Jacksonian principles crossed
the divide of the Civil War and became part of the fabric of American law and at how radical
antebellum Democrats transformed themselves into Gilded Age conservatives.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Our Country Grant R. Brodrecht, 2018-06-05 On March 4,
1865, the day Abraham Lincoln delivered his second inaugural address, Reverend Doctor George
Peck put the finishing touches on a collection of his sermons that he intended to send to the
president. Although the politically moderate Peck had long opposed slavery, he, along with many
other northern evangelicals, was not an abolitionist. During the Civil War he had come to support
emancipation, but, like Lincoln, the conflict remained first and foremost about preserving the Union.
Believing their devotion to the Union was an act of faithfulness to God first and the Founding
Fathers second, Our Country explores how many northern white evangelical Protestants sacrificed
racial justice on behalf of four million African-American slaves (and then ex-slaves) for the Union’s
persistence and continued flourishing as a Christian nation. By examining Civil War-era
Protestantism in terms of the Union, author Grant Brodrecht adds to the understanding of northern
motivation and the eventual failure of Reconstruction to provide a secure basis for African
American's equal place in society. Complementing recent scholarship that gives primacy to the
Union, Our Country contends that non-radical Protestants consistently subordinated concern for
racial justice for what they perceived to be the greater good. Mainstream evangelicals did not enter
Reconstruction with the primary aim of achieving racial justice. Rather they expected to see the
emergence of a speedily restored, prosperous, and culturally homogenous Union, a Union



strengthened by God through the defeat of secession and the removal of slavery as secession’s
cause. Brodrecht eloquently addresses this so-called “proprietary” regard for Christian America,
considered within the context of crises surrounding the Union’s existence and its nature from the
Civil War to the 1880s. Including sources from major Protestant denominations, the book rests on a
selection of sermons, denominational newspapers and journals, autobiographies, archival personal
papers of several individuals, and the published and unpublished papers of Abraham Lincoln,
Andrew Johnson, and Ulysses S. Grant. The author examines these sources as they address the
period’s evangelical sense of responsibility for America, while keyed to issues of national and
presidential politics. Northern evangelicals’ love of the Union arguably contributed to its
preservation and the slaves’ emancipation, but in subsuming the ex-slaves to their vision for
Christian America, northern evangelicals contributed to a Reconstruction that failed to ensure the
ex-slaves’ full freedom and equality as Americans.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Lincoln's Rise to the Presidency William Charles Harris,
2007 Emphasizes the conservative bent that guided the young statesman's remarkable political
evolution, revealing a Lincoln who was increasingly driven by his antislavery sentiments and fear for
the republic in the hands of the Democrats like Stephen Douglas as much as--if not more than--his
own political ambition.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Sherman's Forgotten General Brian C. Melton, 2007
Biography of Union major general Henry W. Slocum. Author explores Slocum's attitudes and tactics
while serving under various Civil War generals such as George McClellan, Joseph Fighting Joe
Hooker, and William Tecumseh Sherman--Provided by publisher.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction Allen C. Guelzo,
2009-02-05 Beneath the surface of the apparently untutored and deceptively frank Abraham Lincoln
ran private tunnels of self-taught study, a restless philosophical curiosity, and a profound grasp of
the fundamentals of democracy. Now, in Lincoln: A Very Short Introduction, the award-winning
Lincoln authority Allen C. Guelzo offers a penetrating look into the mind of one of our greatest
presidents. If Lincoln was famous for reading aloud from joke books, Guelzo shows that he also
plunged deeply into the mainstream of nineteenth-century liberal democratic thought. Guelzo takes
us on a wide-ranging exploration of problems that confronted Lincoln and liberal
democracy--equality, opportunity, the rule of law, slavery, freedom, peace, and his legacy. The book
sets these problems and Lincoln's responses against the larger world of American and trans-Atlantic
liberal democracy in the 19th century, comparing Lincoln not just to Andrew Jackson or John
Calhoun, but to British thinkers such as Richard Cobden, Jeremy Bentham, and John Bright, and to
French observers Alexis de Tocqueville and François Guizot. The Lincoln we meet here is an
Enlightenment figure who struggled to create a common ground between a people focused on
individual rights and a society eager to establish a certain moral, philosophical, and intellectual
bedrock. Lincoln insisted that liberal democracy had a higher purpose, which was the realization of
a morally right political order. But how to interject that sense of moral order into a system that
values personal self-satisfaction--the pursuit of happiness--remains a fundamental dilemma even
today. Abraham Lincoln was a man who, according to his friend and biographer William Henry
Herndon, lived in the mind. Guelzo paints a marvelous portrait of this Lincoln--Lincoln the man of
ideas--providing new insights into one of the giants of American history. About the Series:
Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction
to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the
finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: The Age of Lincoln and Cavour Enrico Dal Lago,
2015-02-19 In the 19th century, both Italy and the US were young countries pursuing liberal
nationalism even as unity was threatened by a recalcitrant southern population. This nuanced
analysis of abolitionism and Italian democratic nationalism, Lincoln and Cavour, and the nation's two
civil wars provides powerful new insights into their histories.



  allen guelzo political affiliation: Loathing Lincoln John McKee Barr, 2014-04-07 While most
Americans count Abraham Lincoln among the most beloved and admired former presidents, a
dedicated minority has long viewed him not only as the worst president in the country's history, but
also as a criminal who defied the Constitution and advanced federal power and the idea of racial
equality. In Loathing Lincoln, historian John McKee Barr surveys the broad array of criticisms about
Abraham Lincoln that emerged when he stepped onto the national stage, expanded during the Civil
War, and continued to evolve after his death and into the present. The first panoramic study of
Lincoln's critics, Barr's work offers an analysis of Lincoln in historical memory and an examination of
how his critics -- on both the right and left -- have frequently reflected the anxiety and discontent
Americans felt about their lives. From northern abolitionists troubled by the slow pace of
emancipation, to Confederates who condemned him as a black Republican and despot, to Americans
who blamed him for the civil rights movement, to, more recently, libertarians who accuse him of
trampling the Constitution and creating the modern welfare state, Lincoln's detractors have always
been a vocal minority, but not one without influence. By meticulously exploring the most significant
arguments against Lincoln, Barr traces the rise of the president's most strident critics and links most
of them to a distinct right-wing or neo-Confederate political agenda. According to Barr, their
hostility to a more egalitarian America and opposition to any use of federal power to bring about
such goals led them to portray Lincoln as an imperialistic president who grossly overstepped the
bounds of his office. In contrast, liberals criticized him for not doing enough to bring about
emancipation or ensure lasting racial equality. Lincoln's conservative and libertarian foes, however,
constituted the vast majority of his detractors. More recently, Lincoln's most vociferous critics have
adamantly opposed Barack Obama and his policies, many of them referencing Lincoln in their
attacks on the current president. In examining these individuals and groups, Barr's study provides a
deeper understanding of American political life and the nation itself.
  allen guelzo political affiliation: Our Ancient Faith Allen Guelzo, 2025-04-15 An intimate
study of Abraham Lincoln’s powerful vision of democracy, which guided him through the Civil War
and is still relevant today—by a best-selling historian and three-time winner of the Lincoln Prize
*Winner of the 2024 Abraham Lincoln Institute Book Prize* *Finalist for the 2025 Gilder Lehrman
Lincoln Prize* It is altogether fitting and proper that, with this meditation on democracy and its most
subtle defender, Allen Guelzo again demonstrates that he is today’s most profound interpreter of this
nation’s history and significance. —George F. Will Abraham Lincoln grappled with the greatest crisis
of democracy that has ever confronted the United States. While many books have been written about
his temperament, judgment, and steady hand in guiding the country through the Civil War, we know
less about Lincoln’s penetrating ideas and beliefs about democracy, which were every bit as
important as his character in sustaining him through the crisis. Allen C. Guelzo, one of America’s
foremost experts on Lincoln, captures the president’s firmly held belief that democracy was the
greatest political achievement in human history. He shows how Lincoln’s deep commitment to the
balance between majority and minority rule enabled him to stand firm against secession while also
committing the Union to reconciliation rather than recrimination in the aftermath of war. In bringing
his subject to life as a rigorous and visionary thinker, Guelzo assesses Lincoln’s actions on civil
liberties and his views on race, and explains why his vision for the role of government would have
made him a pivotal president even if there had been no Civil War. Our Ancient Faith gives us a
deeper understanding of this endlessly fascinating man and shows how his ideas are still sharp and
relevant more than 150 years later.
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