all the pretty horses characters

all the pretty horses characters are central to understanding Cormac McCarthy's novel "All the Pretty
Horses," a profound exploration of youth, identity, and the American West. This article delves into the key
figures who shape the narrative, revealing their complex motivations, relationships, and developments
throughout the story. By examining the protagonists, supporting roles, and antagonists, readers gain insight
into how McCarthy crafts a rich tapestry of human experience against the backdrop of the borderlands.
Understanding these characters is essential for appreciating the novel’s themes of loss, love, and the quest
for meaning. This comprehensive guide covers the main characters, their personalities, and their
significance in the broader context of the novel. The following table of contents outlines the main sections

of this detailed character analysis.

Main Characters

Supporting Characters

Antagonists and Other Figures

Thematic Roles of Characters

Main Characters

The core of "All the Pretty Horses" lies in its richly drawn main characters, whose journeys and
interactions drive the novel’s emotional and narrative depth. Each character embodies different facets of the

story’s themes, from youthful innocence to harsh reality.

John Grady Cole

John Grady Cole is the novel’s protagonist, a young Texan cowboy whose life is defined by his deep
connection to horses and the open land. His character represents the traditional values of the American
West—honor, independence, and a profound respect for nature. John Grady’s journey into Mexico is both a
physical and spiritual quest, marked by his search for identity and belonging. Throughout the novel, his

steadfastness and vulnerability are revealed, making him a complex and memorable character.



Rawlins

Rawlins is John Grady’s close friend and companion, providing a pragmatic and loyal presence throughout
their travels. His character balances John Grady’s idealism with a more grounded and sometimes cynical
outlook. Rawlins’s loyalty and resilience are crucial to the narrative, highlighting themes of friendship and

survival in a harsh landscape.

Alejandra Villarreal

Alejandra Villarreal is a pivotal character who introduces themes of love, class, and tragedy into the story.
As the daughter of a wealthy Mexican family, she represents a world vastly different from John Grady’s
cowboy background. Their romantic relationship is fraught with social and familial obstacles, underscoring

the novel’s exploration of cultural divides and personal sacrifice.

Supporting Characters

Supporting characters in "All the Pretty Horses" enrich the narrative by adding layers of complexity and
reflecting various societal and cultural elements. These characters help to expand the novel’s setting and

thematic scope.

Jimmy Blevins

Jimmy Blevins is a mysterious and troubled young boy who crosses paths with John Grady and Rawlins.
His character introduces elements of unpredictability and danger, and his fate significantly impacts the
storyline. Blevins’s presence in the novel highlights themes of innocence lost and the harsh realities of life

on the border.

Don Hector

Don Hector is Alejandra’s father and a powerful figure in the Mexican social hierarchy. He embodies
tradition, authority, and the complexities of familial loyalty. His interactions with John Grady reveal the

tensions between old-world values and the changing dynamics brought by the younger generation.

John Grady’s Grandfather

The grandfather figure in the novel represents the fading legacy of the American cowboy lifestyle. His
death early in the story serves as a catalyst for John Grady’s departure from Texas and sets the tone for the

themes of loss and change that permeate the novel.



Antagonists and Other Figures

The antagonistic forces and additional characters in "All the Pretty Horses" contribute to the challenges
faced by the protagonists. These figures embody obstacles, both external and internal, that shape the

characters’ development.

Mexican Authorities

The Mexican authorities play a significant antagonistic role, representing law, order, and sometimes
corruption. Their interactions with John Grady and Rawlins introduce conflict and highlight themes of
justice and power. The characters within this group are often faceless but are essential to the tension and

suspense within the novel.

Other Cowboys and Ranchers

Various minor characters such as other cowboys and ranchers populate the narrative, providing a realistic
depiction of the rural environment. These figures illustrate the social dynamics and cultural milieu of the

American Southwest and northern Mexico during the time period.

Thematic Roles of Characters

The characters in "All the Pretty Horses" are not only integral to the plot but also serve important thematic

functions. Their interactions and personal journeys reflect broader themes explored by Cormac McCarthy.

Symbols of Tradition and Change

Many characters symbolize the tension between tradition and modernity. John Grady Cole, for example,
represents the last vestiges of the Old West, while other characters embody the encroaching realities of a

changing world. This dynamic is essential to understanding the novel’s cultural commentary.

Exploration of Identity and Morality

The characters’ struggles with identity, loyalty, and morality form the emotional core of the novel. Their
choices and consequences invite readers to reflect on the nature of right and wrong within the harsh

realities they face.



Human Connection and Isolation

The relationships between characters often highlight the themes of connection and isolation. Whether
through friendship, love, or family ties, these interactions reveal the complexities of human experience and

the search for meaning.

John Grady Cole — embodiment of the American West and youthful idealism

Rawlins — pragmatic loyalty and survival

Alejandra Villarreal — love and social conflict

Jimmy Blevins — innocence and unpredictability

Don Hector — tradition and authority

e Mexican authorities — law, order, and corruption

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main protagonist in 'All the Pretty Horses'?

The main protagonist in "All the Pretty Horses' is John Grady Cole, a young cowboy who embarks on a

journey to Mexico in search of a better life.

‘What role does Lacey Rawlins play in the novel?

Lacey Rawlins is John Grady Cole's close friend and traveling companion, who joins him on his journey to

Mexico and supports him throughout their adventures.

Who is Alejandra Villarreal in 'All the Pretty Horses'?

Alejandra Villarreal is a wealthy Mexican rancher's daughter and John Grady Cole's love interest, whose

relationship with John Grady is central to the novel's plot.

What is the significance of Jimmy Blevins in the story?

Jimmy Blevins is a young, eccentric boy whom John Grady and Rawlins meet on their journey. His

presence brings unexpected complications and tragedy to the story.



How does the character Don Hector influence the plot?

Don Hector is Alejandra's powerful and traditionalist father, whose disapproval of John Grady and

Alejandra's relationship creates significant conflict in the novel.

‘What character traits define John Grady Cole?

John Grady Cole is characterized by his strong connection to the cowboy lifestyle, his sense of honor and

integrity, and his deep love for horses and the land.

How does Rawlins’ personality contrast with John Grady’s?

Rawlins is more practical, cautious, and humorous compared to John Grady’s idealistic and serious nature,

providing a balance in their friendship.

Are there any antagonistic characters in 'All the Pretty Horses"

Yes, several antagonistic characters appear, including corrupt lawmen and Don Hector, who oppose John

Grady's goals and create obstacles for him throughout the novel.

Additional Resources

1. All the Pretty Horses
This is the first novel in Cormac McCarthy’s Border Trilogy. It follows John Grady Cole, a young Texan
cowboy who travels to Mexico in search of a better life. The story explores themes of love, loss, and the

fading American West through Cole’s encounters with various characters and harsh realities.

2. Blood Meridian

Though not directly connected by characters, this novel shares thematic and stylistic elements with All the
Pretty Horses. It centers on a teenager known as "the Kid," who becomes embroiled with a violent gang of
Indian-hunters in the 19th-century American Southwest. The book delves deeply into violence, morality,

and the nature of evil.

3. The Crossing
The second book in the Border Trilogy, this novel follows Billy Parham, another young man from the
Texas borderlands. Like John Grady Cole, Billy’s journey to Mexico is filled with danger and existential

reflection. The narrative examines themes of loss, fate, and the complexities of human relationships.

4. Cities of the Plain
This book concludes the Border Trilogy and reunites John Grady Cole and Billy Parham. The novel depicts
their lives working on a cattle ranch near the U.S.-Mexico border and explores their friendship, hardships,

and tragic love. It serves as a poignant finale to the characters’ intertwined stories.



5. Young Men and Fire

Although a non-fiction work, this book by Norman Maclean shares thematic resonance with McCarthy’s
portrayal of young men facing harsh landscapes. It recounts the tragic 1949 Mann Gulch fire in Montana,
reflecting on courage, fate, and the nature of wilderness. It’s a compelling read for those interested in the

challenges faced by young men in the American West.

6. Horseman, Pass By

This classic Western novel by Larry McMurtry inspired the film “Hud” and provides a vivid portrayal of
Texas ranch life. Like All the Pretty Horses, it explores generational conflict, changing times, and the
tension between tradition and modernity. The characters grapple with personal struggles amid a shifting

cultural landscape.

7. Open Range

Written by Lauran Paine, this novel captures the spirit of the American cowboy and the challenges of
open-range cattle herding. It parallels themes found in All the Pretty Horses, such as honor, survival, and
the connection between man and horse. The story highlights the rugged lifestyle and moral codes of the
West.

8. Legends of the Fall

This novel by Jim Harrison, later adapted into a film, explores complex family dynamics set against the
backdrop of the American frontier. It shares with McCarthy’s work a deep appreciation for the natural
world and the emotional turmoil of its characters. Themes of love, loss, and redemption are woven

throughout the narrative.

9. The Last Cowboy

Written by Lindsay McKenna, this novel focuses on the life of a modern-day cowboy navigating romance
and hardship. While set in a contemporary context, it echoes the timeless struggles found in All the Pretty
Horses, such as loyalty, courage, and the pursuit of identity. It offers a fresh perspective on cowboy life in

the 21st century.
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Teeth'. A team of contemporary fiction scholars from both sides of the Atlantic has been assembled
to provide a thorough and readable analysis of each of the novels in question.

all the pretty horses characters: All the Pretty Horses (SparkNotes Literature Guide)
SparkNotes, 2014-08-12 All the Pretty Horses (SparkNotes Literature Guide) by Cormac McCarthy
Making the reading experience fun! Created by Harvard students for students everywhere,
SparkNotes is a new breed of study guide: smarter, better, faster. Geared to what today's students
need to know, SparkNotes provides: chapter-by-chapter analysis explanations of key themes, motifs,
and symbols a review quiz and essay topics Lively and accessible, these guides are perfect for
late-night studying and writing papers.

all the pretty horses characters: CliffsNotes on McCarthy's All the Pretty Horses Jeanne
Inness, 2016-03-22 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes,
plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. Run away with John and Lacey in
CliffsNotes on All the Pretty Horses. McCarthy’s adventure novel brings you along on a journey
through Texas and into Mexico. Explore the loss of innocence, mankind’s relationship to nature, and
more. With help from this study guide, you won’t be confused by the Spanish terminology or
unnamed characters. Clear explanations and summaries will keep you on track with the plot from
beginning to end. Other features that help you study include A character map that graphically
illustrates the relationships among the characters Information on the life and background of Cormac
McCarthy Critical essays In-depth character analyses Glossary of unfamiliar terms Review questions
and suggested writing topics Classic literature or modern modern-day treasure—you'll understand it
all with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.

all the pretty horses characters: A Cormac Mccarthy Companion Edwin T. Arnold, Dianne
C. Luce, 2009-09-28 The first book to examine McCarthya s three masterpiece novels as a cohesive
whole

all the pretty horses characters: The Twentieth-Century American Fiction Handbook
Christopher MacGowan, 2011-02-21 THE TWENTIETH-CENTURY AMERICAN FICTION Accessibly
structured with entries on important historical contexts, central issues, key texts and the major
writers, this Handbook provides an engaging overview of twentieth-century American fiction.
Featured writers range from Henry James and Theodore Dreiser to contemporary figures such as
Joyce Carol Oates, Thomas Pynchon, and Sherman Alexie, and analyses of key works include The
Great Gatsby, Lolita, The Color Purple, and The Joy Luck Club, among others. Relevant contexts for
these works, such as the impact of Hollywood, the expatriate scene in the 1920s, and the political
unrest of the 1960s are also explored, and their importance discussed. This is a stimulating overview
of twentieth-century American fiction, offering invaluable guidance and essential information for
students and general readers.

all the pretty horses characters: Dynamic Characters Nancy Kress, 2004-06-01 A truly
unforgettable story is defined by its characters. Their motivations, their changes, their actions
compel us to read on, anxiously trying to discern what will happen next. In Dynamic Characters,
award-winning author and Writer's Digest columnist Nancy Kress explores the fundamental
relationship between characterization and plot, illustrating how vibrant, well-constructed characters
act as the driving force behind an exceptional story. Kress balances her writing instruction with
hands-on checklists to help you build strong characters from the outside in. Blending physical,
emotional and mental characterization, you'll learn to create characters that initiate exciting action,
react to tense situations, make physical and emotional transformations, and power the plot from
beginning to end.

all the pretty horses characters: Quicklet on All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy Jenny
Monroe, 2011-12-20 About Cormac McCarthy Cormac McCarthy was born Charles McCarthy on July
20, 1933. He is an American novelist and playwright, known for his books, which span the Southern
Gothic, Western, and modernist genres. He has written a total of ten novels, and was awarded the
Pulitzer prize for his 2006 novel, The Road. He also received a National Book Award and National
Book Critics Circle Award for All the Pretty Horses. All the Pretty Horses andThe Road were both




made into major motion picture films, as was his 2005 novel, No Country for Old Men, which won
four Academy Awards, including Best Picture. Cormac McCarthy has often been compared by
modern reviewers to William Faulkner, and was named by literary critic Harold Bloom as one of the
four major American novelists of his time. About All the Pretty Horses Cormac McCarthy's All the
Pretty Horses, published in 1992, is his sixth novel and the first part of the Border Trilogy, which
also includes The Crossing and Cities of the Plain. The book is a western genre coming-of-age story
set in West Texas and Mexico during the late 1940's. Its romanticism and sacred violence brought
the writer much public attention. The novel was a bestseller and was made into a movie in 2000. All
the Pretty Horses became a New York Times Bestseller, selling 190,000 copies in hardcover within
the first six months of publication.

all the pretty horses characters: Cormac McCarthy's Violent Destinies Brad Bannon, John
Vanderheide, 2023-08-18 Since the release of his first novel, The Orchard Keeper, in 1965, Cormac
McCarthy’s characters, intricate plots, and sometimes forbidding settings have captivated the
attention of countless readers while exploring deep philosophical problems, including that of human
agency and free will. This multiauthor volume places the full range of his novels in historical,
literary, and cultural contexts and shifts the focus of critical engagement to questions of
determinism, fatalism, and free will. Essayists over the course of eleven chapters show how
McCarthy’s protagonists and antagonists often confront grotesque realities and destinies, and find
themselves prey to incessant subconscious and uncontrollable forces. In the process, these scholars
reveal that McCarthy’s works arrive thoroughly tinctured with religious complexities, ambiguities of
ancient and modern thinking, and profoundly splintered notions of morality, freedom, and ethics.
Consequently, McCarthy’s philosophical depth, mastery of language, and sometimes shocking
psychological analysis are brought into sharp focus for longtime readers. With new scholarship from
eminent critics, an accessible style, and precise attention to the lesser-known works, Cormac
McCarthy’s Violent Destinies re-introduces the Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist’s work under the twin
themes of fatalism and determinism.

all the pretty horses characters: Cormac McCarthy’s Borders and Landscapes Louise
Jillett, 2016-10-06 Cormac McCarthy's work is attracting an increasing number of scholars and
critics from a range of disciplines within the humanities and beyond, from political philosophy to
linguistics and from musicology to various branches of the sciences. Cormac McCarthy's Borders
and Landscapes contributes to this developing field of research, investigating the way McCarthy's
writings speak to other works within the broader fields of American literature, international
literature, border literature, and other forms of comparative literature. It also explores McCarthy's
literary antecedents and the movements out of which his work has emerged, such as modernism,
romanticism, naturalism, eco-criticism, genre-based literature (western, southern gothic), folkloric
traditions and mythology.

all the pretty horses characters: Celebrity Biographies - The Amazing Life Of Matt Damon -
Famous Actors Matt Green, 2017-03-20 Ever wondered how Matt Damon rose to stardom? Matthew
Paige Damon, is an American actor, producer, screenwriter and philanthropist who has always
intended to promote human welfare and was born in Boston, Massachusetts, United States of
America on October 8, 1970. His father, Kent Telfer Damon (of Scottish and English ancestry), was a
stockbroker, tax preparer and Realtor. His mother, Nancy Carlsson-Paige, taught Early Childhood
Education professor at Lesley University. His older brother, Kyle (b. 1967), has gone on to become a
professional sculptor and artist of moderate acclaim. Matt and his whole family used to live in
Newton, Connecticut. They spent their lives their lives in Newton for two years before Matt’s
parents got divorced and then he and his brother Kyle moved back to Cambridge, Massachusetts
along with their mother where Matt got a best friend, actor Ben Affleck.

all the pretty horses characters: Approaches to Teaching the Works of Cormac
McCarthy Stacey Peebles, Benjamin West, 2021-11-01 Offers pedagogical techniques for teaching
Cormac McCarthy's works, including considerations of their depiction of violence and dystopia,
distinctive prose style, and relation to film. Contextualizes the works as regional literature of the



South and West. Gives syllabus suggestions for high school, undergraduate, and graduate courses in
American literature.

all the pretty horses characters: Cormac McCarthy's Neoliberalism Brian James Schill,
2025-04-10 In Cormac McCarthy’s Neoliberalism: Breakdown in Mercantile Ethics, editor Brian
James Schill gathers insightful essays that probe how McCarthy’s works have commented on and
caricatured the economic, political, and cultural forces of neoliberalism. Spanning McCarthy’s
career from Suttree to his final novels The Passenger and Stella Maris, this volume positions
McCarthy as both a chronicler of and a participant in the neoliberal era. The contributors explore
how McCarthy’s fictions—often set against vast, barren landscapes—reflect the predatory logic of
neoliberal capitalism, marked by economic inequality, environmental degradation, and social
upheaval. The nine essays presented here argue that McCarthy’s critiques go beyond the superficial
and delve deeply into the material and cultural conditions shaped by neoliberal governance. By
examining the commodification and accumulation of wealth, both in the settings of his novels and
the lives of his characters, McCarthy is revealed as both a sharp observer of the social consequences
of unchecked capitalist expansion and a participant in that expansion. Ultimately, Cormac
McCarthy’s Neoliberalism demonstrates how the master’s works grapple with the ways in which
neoliberalism has reshaped human relationships, from the intimate to the institutional, while casting
a spotlight on those left behind by global economic forces.

all the pretty horses characters: State of Mind William T. Pilkington, 1998 A collection of
essays that discuss the evolution of Texas literature from the state's settlement through the
twentieth century.

all the pretty horses characters: Reading Cormac McCarthy Willard P. Greenwood,
2009-06-08 One of today's most important novelists, Cormac McCarthy is at the peak of a long and
productive career. The film adaptation of his No Country for Old Men is a major motion picture, and
his fiction is widely read in book clubs. This volume looks at his works, characters, themes, and
contexts and relates his writings to current events and popular culture. Chapters include sidebars of
interesting information, along with questions to stimulate book club discussions and student
research. One of today's most important novelists, Cormac McCarthy is at the peak of a long and
productive career. He won the Pulitzer Prize for The Road in 2007 and the National Book Award for
All the Pretty Horses in 1992. This book is a guide to his works and their relevance. The volume
begins with a look at his life and his use of the novel as a means of expressing his ideas. The book
then looks at his works, themes, characters, and contexts. It then discusses his exploration of
current events and the presence of his fiction in popular culture. Chapters include sidebars of
interesting information and provide questions to stimulate book club discussion and student
research.

all the pretty horses characters: Contemporary Southern Men Fiction Writers Rosemary
M. Canfield Reisman, Suzanne Booker-Canfield, 1998 This carefully annotated bibliography lists
sources of criticism for thirty-nine Southern male authors, each of whom has published at least one
significant book of fiction between 1970 and 1994.

all the pretty horses characters: Literature and Ethnicity in the Cultural Borderlands
Jesus Benito, Ana Maria Manzanas, 2002 This volume stems from the idea that the notion of borders
and borderlines as clear-cut frontiers separating not only political and geographical areas, but also
cultural, linguistic and semiotic spaces, does not fully address the complexity of contemporary
cultural encounters. Centering on a whole range of literary works from the United States and the
Caribbean, the contributors suggest and discuss different theoretical and methodological grounds to
address the literary production taking place across the lines in North American and Caribbean
culture. The volume represents a pioneering attempt at proposing the concept of the border as a
useful paradigm not only for the study of Chicano literature but also for the other American
literatures. The works presented in the volume illustrate various aspects and manifestations of the
textual border(lands), and explore the double-voiced discourse of border texts by writers like Harriet
E. Wilson, Rudolfo Anaya, Toni Morrison, Cormac McCarthy, Louise Erdrich, Helena Viramontes,




Paule Marshall and Monica Sone, among others. This book is of interest for scholars and researchers
in the field of comparative American studies and ethnic studies.

all the pretty horses characters: Perspectives on Cormac McCarthy Edwin T. Arnold,
Dianne C. Luce, 2009-10-20 Originally published in 1993, this was the first volume of essays devoted
to the works of Cormac McCarthy. Immediately it was recognized as a major contribution to studies
of this acclaimed American author. American Literary Scholarship hailed it as “a model of its kind.”
It has since established itself as an essential source for any McCarthy scholar, student, or serious
reader. In 1993, McCarthy had recently published All the Pretty Horses (1992), the award-winning
first volume of the “Border Trilogy.” The second volume, The Crossing, appeared in 1994, and the
concluding novel, Cities of the Plain, in 1998. The completion of the trilogy, one of the most
significant artistic achievements in recent American literature, calls for further consideration of
McCarthy's career. This revised volume, therefore, contains in addition to the original essays an
updated version of Gail Morrison's article on All the Pretty Horses, plus two original essays by the
editors of The Crossing (Luce) and Cities of the Plain (Arnold). Except for McCarthy's drama, The
Stonemason (1994), all the major publications are covered in this collection. Cormac McCarthy is
now firmly established as one of the masters of American literature. His first four novels, his
screenplay “The Gardener's Son,” and his drama The Stonemason are all set in the South. Starting
with Blood Meridian (1985), he moved west to the border country of Texas and Old and New Mexico,
to create masterpieces of the western genre. Few writers have so completely and successfully
described such different locales, customs, and people. Yet McCarthy is no regionalist. His work
centers on the essential themes of self-determination, faith, courage, and the quest for meaning in
an often violent and tragic world. For his readers wishing to know McCarthy's works this collection
is both an introduction and an overview.

all the pretty horses characters: The Western Landscape in Cormac McCarthy and Wallace
Stegner Megan Riley McGilchrist, 2012-06-25 The western American landscape has always had
great significance in American thinking, requiring an unlikely union between frontier mythology and
the reality of a fragile western environment. Additionally it has borne the burden of being a
gendered space, seen by some as the traditional virgin land of the explorers and pioneers, subject to
masculine desires, and by others as a masculine space in which the feminine is neither desired nor
appreciated. Both Wallace Stegner and Cormac McCarthy focus on this landscape and environment;
its spiritual, narrative, symbolic, imaginative, and ideological force is central to their work. In this
study, McGilchrist shows how their various treatments of these issues relate to the social climates
(pre- and post-Vietnam era) in which they were written, and how despite historical discontinuities,
both Stegner and McCarthy reveal a similar unease about the effects of the myth of the frontier on
American thought and life. The gendering of the landscape is revealed as indicative of the attempts
to deny the failure of the myth, and to force the often numinous western landscape into parameters
which will never contain it. Stegner's pre-Vietnam sensibility allows the natural world to emerge
tentatively triumphant from the ruins of frontier mythology, whereas McCarthy's conclusions
suggest a darker future for the West in particular and America in general. However, McGilchrist
suggests that the conclusion of McCarthy's Border Trilogy, upon which her arguments regarding
McCarthy are largely based, offers a gleam of hope in its final conclusion of acceptance of the
feminine.

all the pretty horses characters: No Place for Home Jay Ellis, 2013-11-05 This book was
written to venture beyond interpretations of Cormac McCarthy's characters as simple, antinomian,
and non-psychological; and of his landscapes as unrelated to the violent arcs of often orphaned and
always emotionally isolated and socially detached characters. As McCarthy usually eschews direct
indications of psychology, his landscapes allow us to infer much about their motivations. The
relationship of ambivalent nostalgia for domesticity to McCarthy's descriptions of space remains
relatively unexamined at book length, and through less theoretical application than close reading. By
including McCarthy's latest book, this study offer the only complete study of all nine novels. Within
McCarthy studies, this book extends and complicates a growing interest in space and domesticity in



his work. The author combines a high regard for McCarthy's stylistic prowess with a provocative
reading of how his own psychological habits around gender issues and family relations power books
that only appear to be stories of masculine heroics, expressions of misogynistic fear, or antinomian
rejections of civilized life.

all the pretty horses characters: Myth, Legend, Dust Rick Wallach, 2000 For almost three
decades, Cormac McCarthy solidified his reputation as an American writer's writer with remarkable
novels such as his Appalachian Tales, The Orchard Keeper, Outer Dark, Child of God, Suttree, and
his terrifying Western masterpiece, Blood Meridian. Then, with the publication of All the Pretty
Horses, the first work of his celebrated Border Trilogy in 1992, McCarthy's popularity exploded on
to a world stage. As his reputation burgeoned with the publications of The Crossing and Cities of the
Plain, the critical response to McCarthy has grown apace.
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