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allen guelzo political views provide a nuanced perspective on American history and
politics, particularly regarding the Civil War era. As a renowned historian and scholar,
Allen Guelzo’s political interpretations are deeply rooted in his extensive research on
Abraham Lincoln, the abolitionist movement, and the ideological conflicts that shaped
19th-century America. His analysis often highlights the complexities of political ideologies,
moral issues, and constitutional debates of the time. This article explores the key aspects
of Allen Guelzo’s political views, examining his stance on Lincoln’s presidency, slavery,
Reconstruction, and broader implications for contemporary political discourse.
Understanding Allen Guelzo’s political views offers valuable insights into historical and
modern political dynamics. The following sections will detail these themes in depth.

Allen Guelzo’s Interpretation of Abraham Lincoln’s Politics

Views on Slavery and Abolition

Perspectives on the Civil War and Reconstruction

Approach to Constitutionalism and Federalism

Influence on Contemporary Political Thought

Allen Guelzo’s Interpretation of Abraham
Lincoln’s Politics

Lincoln’s Political Philosophy
Allen Guelzo’s political views include a thorough examination of Abraham Lincoln’s
political philosophy, emphasizing Lincoln’s pragmatic yet principled approach. Guelzo
portrays Lincoln as a leader who balanced moral convictions with political realities,
especially in navigating the divisive issue of slavery. According to Guelzo, Lincoln’s politics
were grounded in a deep respect for the Constitution and the preservation of the Union,
which shaped his cautious but decisive policies during his presidency.

Lincoln and the Republican Party
Guelzo analyzes Lincoln’s role within the Republican Party, highlighting how Lincoln
helped shape the party’s anti-slavery platform while avoiding radical abolitionist extremes
early in his career. He underscores Lincoln’s strategic political positioning that sought to
unite various factions against the expansion of slavery, rather than immediate



emancipation. This viewpoint reflects Guelzo’s interpretation of Lincoln as a skilled
politician committed to gradual but effective reform.

Views on Slavery and Abolition

Slavery as a Moral and Political Issue
Allen Guelzo’s political views address slavery as both a profound moral dilemma and a
contentious political issue in antebellum America. He emphasizes the complexity of
abolitionist movements and the diverse motivations among individuals and political
groups. Guelzo underscores that while many opposed slavery on humanitarian grounds,
political strategies varied widely in their approach to ending the institution.

Guelzo’s Take on Abolitionism
According to Guelzo, abolitionism was not a monolithic movement but consisted of various
strands, including radical and moderate factions. His analysis highlights the tensions
between moral urgency and political pragmatism within abolitionist circles. Guelzo’s
political views suggest that these internal conflicts influenced how abolitionism shaped
national politics and eventually contributed to the outbreak of the Civil War.

Recognition of slavery’s moral evils

Analysis of abolitionist political strategies

Impact of slavery debates on national unity

Perspectives on the Civil War and Reconstruction

Political Causes of the Civil War
Allen Guelzo’s political views on the Civil War focus on the interplay between ideological,
economic, and constitutional factors that precipitated the conflict. He stresses that the
war was not solely about slavery but also about states’ rights, federal authority, and
national identity. Guelzo’s scholarship argues that understanding these dimensions is
crucial to comprehending the war’s origins and progression.



Reconstruction Policies and Their Legacy
Guelzo critically evaluates Reconstruction policies, noting their ambitious goals and
complex political challenges. He discusses the efforts to integrate formerly enslaved
people into the political and social fabric of the United States, as well as the resistance
these efforts encountered. His political views reflect an acknowledgment of
Reconstruction’s achievements and failures, emphasizing the period’s lasting impact on
American governance and civil rights.

Approach to Constitutionalism and Federalism

Constitutional Interpretation
Allen Guelzo’s political views include a detailed analysis of constitutional interpretation
during the 19th century. He highlights how debates over the Constitution’s meaning
influenced key political conflicts, particularly regarding slavery and federal power.
Guelzo’s research illustrates Lincoln’s pragmatic constitutionalism, which balanced
respect for the document with the need to adapt to extraordinary circumstances.

Federalism and National Unity
Guelzo stresses the importance of federalism in shaping political debates about the
Union’s preservation. He explores how varying interpretations of federal and state powers
fueled tensions leading to the Civil War. His political views advocate for a nuanced
understanding of federalism’s role in American history, especially in relation to civil rights
and governance.

Emphasis on constitutional fidelity1.

Recognition of evolving federal-state relations2.

Focus on the balance between liberty and authority3.

Influence on Contemporary Political Thought

Impact on Modern Historical and Political Scholarship
Allen Guelzo’s political views have significantly influenced contemporary historical and
political scholarship by providing balanced, research-based interpretations of contentious
issues. His work encourages a careful examination of historical context, ideological



diversity, and the complexities of political leadership. Guelzo’s perspectives help shape
modern understanding of political discourse and policymaking.

Relevance to Current Political Debates
Guelzo’s analysis of 19th-century political conflicts offers insights applicable to current
debates on federalism, civil rights, and political polarization. His political views
underscore the importance of historical awareness in addressing contemporary
challenges. By highlighting the lessons of past political struggles, Guelzo contributes to a
more informed and constructive political dialogue today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Allen Guelzo's political views?
Allen Guelzo is a historian known for his scholarly work on the American Civil War and
Abraham Lincoln. While primarily focused on historical analysis, his political views tend to
emphasize the importance of preserving the Union and the moral imperatives surrounding
slavery, reflecting a conservative interpretation of Lincoln's legacy.

Does Allen Guelzo identify with a particular political
ideology?
Allen Guelzo is generally seen as a conservative intellectual, particularly in his approach
to history and politics. He often defends traditional interpretations of American history
and is known for his critiques of revisionist historians and left-leaning political
perspectives.

Has Allen Guelzo expressed opinions on contemporary
political issues?
While Allen Guelzo primarily focuses on historical topics, he occasionally comments on
contemporary political issues through the lens of history, especially regarding
constitutional interpretation, federalism, and civil rights. His commentary often
underscores the importance of historical context in modern political debates.

How does Allen Guelzo view Abraham Lincoln's political
philosophy?
Allen Guelzo views Abraham Lincoln as a pragmatic and principled leader whose political
philosophy centered on preserving the Union and ending slavery. Guelzo emphasizes
Lincoln's moderate conservatism and his belief in constitutional governance, which shaped
his decisions during the Civil War.



Does Allen Guelzo support any political movements or
parties?
Allen Guelzo does not publicly endorse political parties or movements. His work is
primarily academic, and while his views align with conservative principles, he maintains a
scholarly approach that focuses on historical accuracy rather than political partisanship.

Additional Resources
1. Lincoln and the Politics of Abolition
This book explores Allen Guelzo’s nuanced view of Abraham Lincoln’s political strategies
concerning the abolition of slavery. It delves into how Lincoln balanced moral conviction
with political pragmatism during a tumultuous era. Guelzo’s analysis highlights the
complexities of leadership in a divided nation.

2. Conservatism and the American Civil War
Guelzo examines the conservative principles underlying the Union cause and how they
influenced political decisions during the Civil War. This work sheds light on the interplay
between tradition, constitutionalism, and the fight against secession. It offers insight into
Guelzo’s perspective on preserving the Union through measured political action.

3. The Role of Religion in American Political Thought
In this book, Guelzo discusses the impact of religious beliefs on the formation of American
political ideologies. He argues that faith has been a driving force behind many key
political movements, including abolitionism and civil rights. The text emphasizes religion’s
enduring influence on political discourse.

4. Federalism and the Limits of Government Power
Guelzo analyzes the tensions between federal authority and states’ rights in U.S. history,
particularly during the 19th century. He offers a conservative interpretation of federalism,
advocating for a balanced distribution of governmental powers. The book provides context
for understanding Guelzo’s views on constitutional governance.

5. Slavery, Secession, and the American Political Crisis
This work explores the political dynamics that led to the American Civil War, focusing on
slavery and secession debates. Guelzo presents a detailed account of the ideological
conflicts and compromises that shaped the era. His perspective underscores the
complexity of political decision-making in crisis.

6. The Reconstruction Era: Politics and Principles
Guelzo offers an analysis of the Reconstruction period, highlighting the political
challenges faced in reunifying the nation. He discusses the competing visions for
America’s future and the struggle to balance justice with reconciliation. The book reflects
Guelzo’s critical stance on Reconstruction policies.

7. Political Leadership and Moral Conviction in American History
This title examines the role of moral conviction in shaping political leadership, with a focus
on figures like Lincoln and other key statesmen. Guelzo argues that effective leadership
requires a blend of ethical commitment and practical politics. The book provides insight



into his interpretation of political character.

8. The Conservative Tradition in American Political Thought
Guelzo traces the development of conservative ideas in the United States from the
founding era through the Civil War. He highlights the influence of classical republicanism
and cautious reform on American political culture. This work helps contextualize Guelzo’s
own conservative leanings.

9. Democracy and the Limits of Popular Sovereignty
In this book, Guelzo explores the tensions between democratic ideals and the practical
limitations of popular sovereignty in American history. He examines how political leaders
have navigated the challenges of majority rule while protecting minority rights. The text
reflects Guelzo’s thoughtful approach to democratic governance.
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  allen guelzo political views: Whose Right Is It? The Second Amendment and the Fight
Over Guns Hana Bajramovic, 2020-09-22 Discover the truth about the Second Amendment, the
NRA, and the United States’ centuries-long fight over guns in this first-of-its-kind book for middle
grade readers. A compelling, clear analysis of one of our country’s oldest dilemmas: how to balance
gun rights with public safety. It tells the full and true story of the Second Amendment, and points to
a way to bring sanity to our gun laws. A remarkable primer for all ages. —Michael Waldman, author
of The Second Amendment: A Biography For the majority of the United States’ history, the right to
own a gun belonged to a “well regulated militia.” That changed in 2008 with the historic District of
Columbia v. Heller case, which ruled that the Second Amendment protected an individual’s right. In
the years since, the debate over gun legislation has reached a crescendo. And the issue grows ever
relevant to children across America, with an estimated three million exposed to shootings every
year. From metal detectors to see-through backpacks to shooting drills, kids face daily reminders of
the threat of guns. Hana Bajramovic's Whose Right Is It? The Second Amendment and the Fight
Over Guns reveals how a once obscure amendment became the focus of daily heated debate. Filled
with historical photos and informative graphics, the book will show young readers how gun
legislation has always been a part of American history and how money, power, and systemic racism
have long dictated our ability to own guns. A Junior Library Guild Selection Hana Bajramovic
provides readers with a compelling overview on the history of guns in the United States and the
changing, conflicting interpretations of the Second Amendment certain to stimulate conversation
and thinking on the part of future generations. —Award-winning author Doreen Rappaport
  allen guelzo political views: A Political History of the USA Bruce Kuklick, 2019-09-27 This
book is an engaging account of US history from the first European contact with the 'New World' to
the election of Donald Trump in 2016. Bruce Kuklick's straightforward yet authoritative narrative
takes students through the complexities of US history without oversimplifying of requiring prior
knowledge. Placing politics in the context of religious culture and exploring America's assertive
expansion throughout history, A Political History of the USA is supported by wide-ranging examples,
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vivid extracts from primary sources, maps and illustrations which illuminate the main text. The
historical narrative it presents is concise, nuanced and sharply drawn. Offering a compelling yet
balanced account of US political, cultural and religious history, this is essential reading for
undergraduate students of History and American Studies. New to this Edition: - More emphasis on
the religious dimensions of the American story, explaining the continuing relevance of evangelical
Christians - A new chapter on the period since 2008 - Incorporation of new research - Discussion of
the paradox of modernism and religion in America - A revised bibliography, including more 'classic'
works
  allen guelzo political views: The Opening of the Protestant Mind Mark R. Valeri, 2023 The
Opening of the Protestant Mind traces a transformation in how English and colonial American
Protestants described other religions during a crucial period of English colonization of North
America. Mark Valeri shows how a wide range of Protestants began to see other religions not as
entirely good or entirely bad, but as complex, and to evaluate them according to their commitment
to religious liberty.
  allen guelzo political views: Religion and the American Presidency Gastón Espinosa, 2009
This book challenges the idea that the mixing of religion and presidential politics is a new
phenomenon. It explores how presidents have drawn on their religious upbringing, rhetoric, ideas,
and beliefs to promote their domestic and foreign policies to the nation. This influence is evident in
Washington's decision to add so help me God to the presidential oath, accusations by Adam's
supporters that Jefferson was an infidel, Lincoln's biblical metaphors during the Civil War, and
FDR's call to fight against Nazi totalitarianism on behalf of Judeo-Christian civilization. It is also
apparent in Truman's support for Israel, Eisenhower's Cold War decision to add In God We Trust on
American currency, the debate over JFK's Catholicism, Jimmy Carter's born-again Christianity,
Reagan's Evil Empire speech, Clinton's public repentance, and George W. Bush's crusade against
Islamic terrorists. This volume explores these issues of religion and power in the presidencies of
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Lincoln, FDR, Truman, Eisenhower, JFK, Carter, Reagan, George H.
W. Bush, Clinton, and George W. Bush through scholarly interpretations, primary sources, and
illustrations.
  allen guelzo political views: World Views and Worldly Wisdom · Visions et expériences
du monde Jan De Maeyer , Vincent Viaene, 2016-05-02 The attraction and repulsion between the
Roman Catholic Church and modernity in Europe between 1750 and 2000 Emiel Lamberts (1941),
professor emeritus of contemporary history at KU Leuven, is an international expert in the political
and religious history of Europe in the 19th and 20th centuries. His work and the central themes in
his research are the starting point in World Views and Worldly Wisdom. No less than eighteen
leading international researchers put different aspects of his work in the spotlight. A recurring
theme, however, is the attraction and repulsion between the Roman Catholic Church and modernity
in Europe between 1750 and 2000. The ambivalent relationship with modernity is therefore the
leitmotiv of the first part of this volume, whereas the second part focuses on the repositioning of the
Church and the tensions between religion, ideology and politics. In this way the volume reflects
Lamberts’s fascination for the history of political institutions as well as his research on Christian
democracy. The contributions address – in a comparative way and from a transatlantic viewpoint –
this broad period of time in history, which gave rise to different social movements and different
models of society in Belgium and elsewhere. Contributors Winfried Becker (Universität Passau),
Bruno Béthouart (Université du Littoral Côte d’Opale), Hans Blom (Universiteit van Amsterdam),
Alfredo Canavero (Università degli Studi di Milano), Philippe Chenaux (Pontificia Università
Lateranense, Roma), Andrea Ciampani (LUMSA, Roma), Jo Deferme (KU Leuven), Jan De Maeyer
(KADOC KU Leuven), Henk De Smaele (Universiteit Antwerpen), Carine Dujardin (KADOC KU
Leuven), Jean-Dominique Durand (Université Lyon 3), Michael Gehler (Jean Monnet Chair,
Universität Hildesheim - Institut für Neuzeit- und Zeitgeschichtsforschung, Wien), Susana Monreal
(Universidad Católica del Uruguay), Patrick Pasture (KU Leuven), Patrick M.W. Taveirne (The
Chinese University of Hong Kong), Peter Van Kemseke (Europese Commissie, KU Leuven), Vincent



Viaene (Attaché bij het Huis van Koning Filip), Els Witte (Vrije Universiteit Brussel)
  allen guelzo political views: Philosophy, History, and Theology Alan P.F. Sell, 2012-04-06 Alan
Sell here presents a selection of his wide-ranging, informative, and entertaining reviews. Among
philosophical themes discussed are Locke and the Enlightenment, Richard Price, John Stuart Mill,
philosophical idealism, and analytical philosophy of education and of religion. Historical studies run
from the Middle Ages onwards, and encompass English, Welsh, and Scottish Nonconformity, the
Evangelical Revival, the Oxford Movement, theological education, American Reformed thinkers, the
crisis of belief and the Social Gospel in Canada, and evangelical and liberal theology. Theological
topics include Origen, Calvin, and Dutch Reformed thinkers, American Baptists, Mercersburg
Theology, Scottish theology, liberation theology, assurance, the atonement, ecclesiology,
ecumenism, art and theology, Christian ethics, worship and spirituality.
  allen guelzo political views: The Hollow Parties Daniel Schlozman, Sam Rosenfeld,
2025-10-28 A major history from the Founding to our embittered present that “explains the void”
(Politico) at the center of America’s political parties Featured on The Ezra Klein Show and The
Weekly Show with Jon Stewart America’s political parties are hollow shells of what they could be,
locked in a polarized struggle for power and unrooted as civic organizations. The Hollow Parties
takes readers from the rise of mass party politics in the Jacksonian era through the years of Barack
Obama and Donald Trump. Today’s parties, at once overbearing and ineffectual, have emerged from
the interplay of multiple party traditions that reach back to the Founding. Daniel Schlozman and
Sam Rosenfeld paint unforgettable portraits of figures such as Martin Van Buren, whose pioneering
Democrats invented the machinery of the mass political party, and Abraham Lincoln and other
heroic Republicans of that party’s first generation who stood up to the Slave Power. And they show
how today’s fractious party politics arose from the ashes of the New Deal order in the 1970s.
Activists in the wake of the 1968 Democratic National Convention transformed presidential
nominations but failed to lay the foundations for robust, movement-driven parties. Instead, modern
American conservatism hollowed out the party system, deeming it a mere instrument for power.
Party hollowness lies at the heart of our democratic discontents. With historical sweep and political
acuity, The Hollow Parties offers powerful answers to pressing questions about how the nation’s
parties became so dysfunctional—and how they might yet realize their promise.
  allen guelzo political views: Lincoln and Democratic Statesmanship Michael P. Zuckert,
2020-05-05 Our ideas of statesmanship are fraught with seeming contradictions: The democratic
statesman is true to the people’s wishes and views—but also capable of standing against popular
opinion when necessary. The statesman rises above conflicts and seeks compromise between
parties—but also stands firmly for what is right. Abraham Lincoln, perhaps more than any other
political figure in US history, affords us an opportunity to evaluate the philosophical, political, and
practical implications of these paradoxical propositions. Asking whether and how Lincoln acted in a
statesmanly manner at critical moments, the authors of this volume aim to clarify what precisely
statesmanship might be; their work illuminates important themes and events in Lincoln’s career
even as it broadens and sharpens our understanding of the general nature of statesmanship. One of
Lincoln’s abiding themes was foreshadowed in his Lyceum Address, delivered when he was not yet
thirty: the call for the prevalence of a sort of public opinion that he characterized as a political
religion. As it relates to democratic statesmanship, what does Lincoln’s political religion have to do
with religion per se? How, in his role as statesman as a master of democratic speech, did Lincoln
handle the two major issues he faced as a political leader: slavery and the war? In attempting to
meet the demand that he use acceptable means to achieve his ends, did Lincoln—can any
statesman—keep his hands clean? Are there inevitable transgressions that a statesman must
commit? These are among the topics the authors take on as they consider Lincoln’s democratic and
rhetorical statesmanship, on occasion drawing comparisons with his contemporaries Henry Clay and
Stephen Douglas or even such a distant forerunner as Pericles. Finally, framing statesmanship in
terms of three factors—knowledge of the political good of a community, circumstance, and the best
possible action in light of these two—this volume renders a nuanced, deeply informed judgment on



what distinguishes Lincoln as a statesman, and what distinguishes a statesman from a (mere)
politician.
  allen guelzo political views: Lincoln's Defense of Politics Thomas E. Schneider, 2006
Examines six of Lincoln's key opponents (states' rights constitutionalists Alexander H. Stephens,
John C. Calhoun, and George Fitzhugh; and abolitionists Henry David Thoreau, William Lloyd
Garrison, and Frederick Douglass) to illustrate the broad significance of the slavery question and to
highlight the importance of political considerations in public decision making--Provided by publisher.
  allen guelzo political views: Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy Volume 9 David Sobel,
Steven Wall, 2023-02-22 This is the ninth volume of Oxford Studies in Political Philosophy. Since its
revival in the 1970s political philosophy has been a vibrant field in philosophy, one that intersects
with jurisprudence, normative economics, political theory in political science departments, and just
war theory. OSPP aims to publish some of the best contemporary work in political philosophy and
these closely related subfields.
  allen guelzo political views: The Great "What Ifs" of the American Civil War Chris Mackowski,
Brian Matthew Jordan, 2022-01-04 “Thought-provoking and entertaining . . . What if Lincoln had
dodged the assassin’s bullet? What if Lee had waged guerrilla warfare in April 1865?” —Gordon C.
Rhea, author of the Overland Campaign series “What if. . . ?” Every Civil War armchair general asks
the question. Possibilities unfold. Disappointments vanish. Imaginations soar. More questions arise.
“What if . . .” can be more than an exercise in wistful fantasy. A serious inquiry sparks rigorous
exploration, demands critical thinking, and unlocks important insights. The Great “What Ifs” of the
American Civil War: Historians Tackle the Conflict’s Most Intriguing Possibilities is a collection of
fourteen essays by the historians at Emerging Civil War, and includes a Foreword by acclaimed
alternate history writer Peter G. Tsouras. Each entry focuses on one of the most important events of
the war and unpacks the options of the moment. To understand what happened, we must look with a
clear and objective eye at what could have happened, with the full multitude of choices before us.
“What if” is a tool for illumination. These essays also explode the assumptions people make when
they ask “what if” and then jump to wishful conclusions. This collection offers not alternate histories
or counterfactual scenarios, but an invitation to ask, to learn, and to wonder . . . “A lively and
engaging examination of those perennial ‘second guesses’ no student of the war fails to appreciate.
No ‘pie in the sky’ here—each exploration is firmly rooted in fact, with a keen appreciation of
context, providing provocative insight without sacrificing history.” —David A. Powell, author of the
award–winning series The Chickamauga Campaign
  allen guelzo political views: The Jacksonian Conservatism of Rufus P. Ranney David M. Gold,
2017-01-15 Ohio’s Rufus P. Ranney embodied many of the most intriguing social and political
tensions of his time. He was an anticorporate campaigner who became John D. Rockefeller’s favorite
lawyer. A student and law partner of abolitionist Benjamin F. Wade, Ranney acquired an antislavery
reputation and recruited troops for the Union army; but as a Democratic candidate for governor he
denied the power of Congress to restrict slavery in the territories, and during the Civil War and
Reconstruction he condemned Republican policies. Ranney was a key delegate at Ohio’s second
constitutional convention and a two-time justice of the Ohio Supreme Court. He advocated equality
and limited government as understood by radical Jacksonian Democrats. Scholarly discussions of
Jacksonian jurisprudence have primarily focused on a handful of United States Supreme Court cases,
but Ranney’s opinions, taken as a whole, outline a broader approach to judicial decision making. A
founder of the Ohio State Bar Association, Ranney was immensely influential but has been
understudied until now. He left no private papers, even destroying his own correspondence. In The
Jacksonian Conservatism of Rufus P. Ranney, David M. Gold works with the public record to reveal
the contours of Ranney’s life and work. The result is a new look at how Jacksonian principles crossed
the divide of the Civil War and became part of the fabric of American law and at how radical
antebellum Democrats transformed themselves into Gilded Age conservatives.
  allen guelzo political views: Sherman's Forgotten General Brian C. Melton, 2007 Biography
of Union major general Henry W. Slocum. Author explores Slocum's attitudes and tactics while



serving under various Civil War generals such as George McClellan, Joseph Fighting Joe Hooker, and
William Tecumseh Sherman--Provided by publisher.
  allen guelzo political views: Lincoln's America Joseph R. Fornieri, Sara Vaughn Gabbard,
2016-12-21 A collection of original essays by ten eminent historians that explore religion, education,
middle-class family life, the antislavery movement, politics, and law in Lincoln's America.
  allen guelzo political views: Lincoln's Tragic Pragmatism John Burt, 2013-01-07 In their
famous debates, Lincoln and Douglas struggled with how to behave when an ethical conflict like
slavery strained democracy’s commitment to rule by both consent and principle. What conscience
demands and what it can persuade others to agree to are not always the same. Ultimately, this
tragic limitation of liberalism led Lincoln to war.
  allen guelzo political views: Jefferson, Lincoln, and the Unfinished Work of the Nation
Ronald L. Hatzenbuehler, 2016-06-06 Although the nation changed substantially between the
presidential terms of Thomas Jefferson and Abraham Lincoln, these two leaders shared common
interests and held remarkably similar opinions on many important issues. In Jefferson, Lincoln, and
the Unfinished Work of the Nation, Ronald L. Hatzenbuehler describes the views of two of our
nation’s greatest presidents and explains how these views provide valuable insight into modern
debates. In this groundbreaking new study—the first extended examination of the ideas of Lincoln
and Jefferson—Hatzenbuehler provides readers with a succinct guide to their opinions, comparing
and contrasting their reasoned judgments on America’s republican form of government. Each
chapter is devoted to one key area of common interest: race and slavery, the pros and cons of
political parties, state rights versus federal authority, religion and the presidency, presidential
powers under the Constitution, or the proper political economy for a republic. Relying on the pair’s
own words in their letters, writings, and speeches, Hatzenbuehler explores similarities and
differences between the two men on contentious issues. Both, for instance, wrote that they were
antislavery, but Jefferson never acted on this belief, while Lincoln moved toward a constitutional
amendment banning slavery. The book’s title, taken from the Gettysburg Address, builds on both
presidents’ expectations that Americans should dedicate themselves to the unfinished work of
returning the nation to its founding principles. Jefferson and Lincoln wrestled with many of the same
issues and ideas that intrigue and divide Americans today. In his thought-provoking work,
Hatzenbuehler details how the two presidents addressed these issues and ideas, which are essential
to understanding not only America’s history but also the continuing influence of the past on the
present.
  allen guelzo political views: Horace Bushnell on Women in Nineteenth-century America
Michiyo Morita, 2004 Horace Bushnell on Women in Nineteenth-Century America scrutinizes
Bushnell's vision of a Christian America based on the organic unity of family, church, and nation. A
Christian America was, for Bushnell, a nation that endorsed basic Christian beliefs. He believed the
institutions of family, church, and nation to be the cornerstones in forming, maintaining, and
expanding a Christian America. Bushnell thought his vision of a Christian America could be realized
through emphasizing the importance of men's government of women and women's subordination to
men. His complex views about women ranged from patriarchal and hierarchical to egalitarian and
nurturing.
  allen guelzo political views: The Academic Trumpists David L. Swartz, 2024-08-01 Matt
Dawson and David L. Swartz discuss The Academic Trumpists on the New Books in Sociology
podcast Reviewed by Scott McLemee in Inside Higher Ed 'Donald Trump wants to dismantle the
Department of Education. Some professors would welcome it', by David L. Swartz in Salon There has
been an outpouring of research on populist conservatism since the advent of the Trump presidency
and extreme right movements in Europe. Much less studied, however, is the growing political
conservatism in the American academy and how it relates to populist sentiment. The Academic
Trumpists addresses a gap in the research literature by looking at the impact of Trumpism on
conservative faculty. It compares 109 professors who publicly support Trump to 89 conservative
professors who oppose Trump. All 198 function as public intellectuals who advocated publicly their



views. Drawing on recent research in the sociology of intellectuals and Pierre Bourdieu’s analytical
field perspective, this book offers a fielding political identities and practices framework to show how
these two groups of professors (Trumpists and anti-Trumpists) differ in where they teach, their
intellectual orientations, their scholarly productivity, their political rationales, where they network
with think tanks, scholarly professional associations, and government agencies, and their stances on
key controversies surrounding the Trump presidency (Covid-19, the two impeachments, the
November 2020 election lost, and the January 6 mob assault on the United States Capitol). The
academic Trumpists embrace the right-wing populist wave mobilized by Trump and the conservative
critics resist this move. This polarization of views between these two groups of conservative
professors is enduring and rooted in two distinct social networks that connect their positions in the
academic field to affiliations with conservative think tanks that reinforce their respective political
identities and radical right-wing anti-establishment thinking in America more generally. This book
will appeal to readers interested in the politics of higher education, the sociology of intellectuals,
political sociology, and research on conservative and right-wing populism politics in America today.
  allen guelzo political views: Lincoln and Religion Ferenc Morton Szasz, Margaret Connell
Szasz, 2014-03-14 Abraham Lincoln’s faith has commanded more broad-based attention than that of
any other American president. Although he never joined a denomination, Baptists, Presbyterians,
Quakers, Episcopalians, Disciples of Christ, Spiritualists, Jews, and even atheists claim the sixteenth
president as one of their own. In this concise volume, Ferenc Morton Szasz and Margaret Connell
Szasz offer both an accessible survey of the development of Lincoln’s religious views and an
informative launch pad for further academic inquiry. A singular key to Lincoln’s personality,
especially during the presidential years, rests with his evolving faith perspective. After surveying
Lincoln’s early childhood as a Hard-Shell Baptist in Kentucky and Indiana, the authors chronicle his
move from skepticism to participation in Episcopal circles during his years in Springfield, and,
finally, after the death of son Eddie, to Presbyterianism. They explore Lincoln’s relationship with the
nation’s faiths as president, the impact of his son Willie’s death, his adaptation of Puritan covenant
theory to a nation at war, the role of prayer during his presidency, and changes in his faith as
reflected in the Emancipation Proclamation and his state papers and addresses. Finally, they
evaluate Lincoln’s legacy as the central figure of America’s civil religion, an image sharpened by his
prominent position in American currency. A closing essay by Richard W. Etulain traces the
historiographical currents in the literature on Lincoln and religion, and the volume concludes with a
compilation of Lincoln’s own words about religion. In assessing the enigma of Lincoln’s Christianity,
the authors argue that despite his lack of church membership, Lincoln lived his life through a
Christian ethical framework. His years as president, dominated by the Civil War and personal loss,
led Lincoln to move into a world beholden to Providence. 2015 ISHS Superior Achievement Award
  allen guelzo political views: Stephen A. Douglas and Antebellum Democracy Martin H. Quitt,
2012-09-24 This thematic biography demonstrates how Stephen Douglas's path from a conflicted
youth in Vermont to dim prospects in New York to overnight stardom in Illinois led to his
identification with the Democratic Party and his belief that the federal government should respect
the diversity of states and territories. His relationships with his mother, sister, teachers,
brothers-in-law, other men and two wives are explored in depth. When he conducted the first
cross-country campaign by a presidential candidate in American history, few among the hundreds of
thousands that saw him in 1860 knew that his wife and he had just lost their infant daughter or that
Douglas controlled a large Mississippi slave plantation. His story illuminates the gap between
democracy then and today. The book draws on a variety of previously unexamined sources.
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