
a civil action book movie

a civil action book movie offers a compelling exploration of environmental law and the fight for justice
against corporate negligence. This article delves into the intricate details of the book and its cinematic
adaptation, highlighting the differences and similarities between the two mediums. The story centers on a
landmark legal case involving water contamination and its devastating effects on a Massachusetts
community. Through this analysis, readers will gain insight into the real-life events that inspired the
narrative, the key characters, and the impact the story has had on public awareness of environmental
issues. Additionally, the article covers the production aspects of the film, including casting, direction, and
critical reception. Whether you are interested in legal dramas, environmental activism, or film adaptations,
this comprehensive overview of a civil action book movie will provide valuable information and context.
Below is the table of contents outlining the main sections of this article.
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The Background of the Civil Action Book
The foundation of a civil action book movie lies in the original book, "A Civil Action," written by Jonathan
Harr and published in 1995. The book is a non-fiction legal thriller that meticulously documents a complex
court case involving allegations of water contamination in Woburn, Massachusetts. Harr’s narrative style
combines investigative journalism with legal analysis, making the story accessible and engaging to a broad
audience. The book explores themes of environmental justice, corporate responsibility, and the challenges
faced by plaintiffs in toxic tort litigation.

Author and Writing Style
Jonathan Harr is an esteemed journalist known for his in-depth reporting and compelling storytelling. His
approach in "A Civil Action" emphasizes thorough research and humanizes the individuals involved in the



case. The writing balances technical legal details with personal stories, providing a comprehensive view of
the litigation process and its emotional toll on the plaintiffs and lawyers.

Publication and Reception
Upon release, the book received critical acclaim for its detailed portrayal of the legal battle and its broader
implications. It appealed to readers interested in law, environmental issues, and true crime, establishing
itself as a seminal work in the genre of legal nonfiction. The book’s success laid the groundwork for its
eventual adaptation into a feature film.

The Real-Life Case Behind the Story
The narrative of a civil action book movie is based on an actual lawsuit filed in the late 1980s concerning
environmental contamination caused by industrial waste. The case centered on allegations that two large
corporations, W.R. Grace and Beatrice Foods, had polluted the water supply in Woburn, Massachusetts,
leading to a cluster of leukemia cases and other health problems among residents.

Background of the Contamination
Residents of Woburn discovered that their municipal wells were contaminated with toxic chemicals,
specifically trichloroethylene (TCE) and other volatile organic compounds. These substances are known
carcinogens and were traced back to improper disposal practices by the involved companies. The
contamination raised serious public health concerns and prompted a legal response from affected families.

Legal Proceedings and Challenges
The lawsuit was filed by a group of families seeking compensation for the harm caused by the
contaminated water. The case was complex, involving scientific evidence, expert testimonies, and
extensive discovery phases. The plaintiffs faced significant hurdles, including proving causation and
overcoming the legal defenses mounted by the corporations.

Adaptation into Film
The gripping story of environmental injustice and legal struggle attracted Hollywood’s attention, leading to
the production of a movie adaptation released in 1998. Directed by Steven Zaillian, the film sought to bring
the compelling narrative of the book to a wider audience, using the visual medium to highlight the human
and legal drama involved in the case.

Screenplay and Direction
Steven Zaillian, who also wrote the screenplay, adapted the book's dense legal material into a screenplay
that emphasized character development and emotional stakes. The direction focused on creating a tense and
realistic courtroom drama while maintaining the integrity of the source material’s factual basis.



Production Details
The film was produced by major studios and featured a moderate budget that allowed for location shooting
in Massachusetts. Care was taken to accurately depict the settings and legal procedures, providing viewers
with an authentic experience of the events portrayed in the book.

Key Differences Between the Book and Movie
While the film closely follows the core events of the book, certain differences exist due to the constraints
and storytelling techniques of cinema. These variations affect character portrayal, narrative pacing, and the
depth of legal detail presented.

Condensed Narrative
The movie condenses the timeline and simplifies some of the complex legal arguments to maintain
audience engagement. Detailed discussions of scientific evidence and legal strategy found in the book are
often abbreviated or omitted.

Character Focus
The film places greater emphasis on the lead attorney, Jan Schlichtmann, played by John Travolta,
highlighting his personal and professional struggles. Secondary characters receive less development
compared to the book, which provides a broader perspective on the various individuals involved.

Ending and Resolution
The movie’s ending is somewhat more definitive, whereas the book offers a nuanced conclusion reflecting
ongoing legal and environmental challenges. This alteration serves to provide closure for cinematic
purposes while still respecting the story’s real-world complexity.

Cast and Crew of the Civil Action Movie
The success of a civil action book movie is partly attributed to its talented cast and experienced production
team, who brought the story to life with authenticity and gravitas.

Main Cast

John Travolta as Jan Schlichtmann, the determined plaintiff’s attorney

Robert Duvall as Jerome Facher, the defense attorney for W.R. Grace

William H. Macy as Kevin Conway, one of Schlichtmann’s associates



John Lithgow as Judge Walter Skinner, presiding over the case

Key Crew Members

Director: Steven Zaillian

Screenwriter: Steven Zaillian

Producer: Scott Rudin

Music Composer: Elmer Bernstein

Critical Reception and Impact
Upon release, the film adaptation of a civil action book movie received generally positive reviews from
critics and audiences alike. It was praised for its realistic portrayal of legal battles and environmental issues,
as well as for strong performances by the lead actors.

Critical Acclaim
Reviewers highlighted John Travolta’s convincing portrayal of the complex attorney and commended the
movie’s ability to make a dense legal story accessible and engaging. The film was noted for its balance of
drama and factual accuracy.

Box Office and Awards
The movie performed moderately well at the box office and garnered nominations for several awards,
particularly in categories recognizing screenplay and acting. Its impact extended beyond commercial
success, contributing to public discourse on environmental contamination and corporate accountability.

Legacy and Influence of the Story
The story told in both the book and movie versions of a civil action book movie has left a lasting legacy in
the realms of environmental law and popular culture. It brought attention to the plight of communities
affected by industrial pollution and underscored the difficulties faced by plaintiffs in toxic tort cases.

Educational and Legal Influence
The narrative has been used as a case study in law schools and environmental studies programs, illustrating



the complexities of environmental litigation and the importance of scientific evidence. It has also inspired
legal professionals to pursue cases involving environmental justice.

Cultural Impact
The combination of Jonathan Harr’s compelling writing and the film’s dramatic storytelling has helped
raise awareness about corporate environmental responsibility. The story continues to resonate as a powerful
example of the intersection between law, science, and human rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'A Civil Action' about?
'A Civil Action' is a legal drama based on a true story about a lawsuit involving contaminated water causing
severe health issues in a small town. It follows attorney Jan Schlichtmann as he takes on large corporations
accused of pollution.

Who wrote the book 'A Civil Action'?
The book 'A Civil Action' was written by Jonathan Harr and was published in 1995.

When was the movie adaptation of 'A Civil Action' released?
The movie adaptation of 'A Civil Action' was released in 1998.

Who stars in the movie 'A Civil Action'?
The movie stars John Travolta as attorney Jan Schlichtmann, along with Robert Duvall, William H. Macy,
and Kathleen Quinlan.

Is the movie 'A Civil Action' faithful to the book?
The movie stays largely faithful to the book's account of the legal battle, though it condenses some events
and simplifies certain aspects for cinematic purposes.

What themes are explored in 'A Civil Action'?
The story explores themes of environmental justice, corporate responsibility, legal ethics, and the personal
and financial costs of litigation.



Where is the story of 'A Civil Action' set?
The story is set primarily in Woburn, Massachusetts, where the water contamination and ensuing lawsuit
took place.

How was 'A Civil Action' received by critics?
Both the book and the movie received positive reviews for their gripping portrayal of a complex legal case
and the moral dilemmas faced by those involved.

Additional Resources
1. A Civil Action by Jonathan Harr
This non-fiction book is the basis for the movie "A Civil Action." It chronicles the true story of a water
contamination case in Woburn, Massachusetts, where families sued two large corporations for poisoning the
town’s water supply. The book offers a detailed look at the complexities of environmental law, the legal
system, and the personal toll of litigation.

2. Erin Brockovich by Erin Brockovich and Bob Gescheidt
This memoir tells the story of Erin Brockovich, a legal assistant who helped win a landmark case against
Pacific Gas and Electric Company for contaminating a city's water supply. The book highlights her
determination and unconventional methods in fighting for justice for affected families. It provides insight
into environmental law and grassroots activism.

3. The Jungle by Upton Sinclair
Although fictional, this classic novel exposes the harsh conditions and exploitation in the American
meatpacking industry in the early 20th century. It inspired reforms and increased public awareness about
corporate negligence and workers' rights. The book complements themes of corporate accountability found
in "A Civil Action."

4. Silent Spring by Rachel Carson
This groundbreaking environmental science book documents the adverse effects of pesticides on the
environment, particularly on birds. It played a major role in launching the environmental movement and
raising awareness about chemical pollution. The book's themes resonate with the environmental
contamination issues central to "A Civil Action."

5. Devil in the Grove by Gilbert King
This Pulitzer Prize-winning book tells the true story of Thurgood Marshall’s defense of four black men
falsely accused of rape in 1949 Florida. It explores themes of justice, legal battles, and systemic corruption,
paralleling the courtroom drama and fight for truth seen in "A Civil Action."

6. Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson



This memoir recounts the author's experiences as a lawyer fighting to overturn wrongful convictions and
fight for marginalized clients. It emphasizes the flaws in the justice system and the importance of
perseverance and compassion. The book shares the spirit of advocacy and legal struggle depicted in "A Civil
Action."

7. The Poisoner's Handbook by Deborah Blum
This non-fiction book explores the birth of forensic toxicology in the early 20th century. It reveals how
science and law intertwined to solve poisoning cases, highlighting the importance of evidence in legal
battles. The scientific investigation aspect complements the environmental and legal themes in "A Civil
Action."

8. Law and Disorder: Inside the Dark Underbelly of the Legal World by Jan Crawford
This book examines corruption, misconduct, and ethical dilemmas within the legal profession. It uncovers
the challenges lawyers face and the impact on justice delivery. The book’s critical look at legal ethics
resonates with the moral questions raised in "A Civil Action."

9. Exposure: Poisoned Water, Corporate Greed, and One Lawyer's Twenty-Year Battle Against DuPont by
Robert Bilott
This memoir details Robert Bilott’s long legal fight against DuPont for contaminating drinking water with
toxic chemicals. It offers a compelling narrative of perseverance, corporate malfeasance, and environmental
justice. The book is closely related to "A Civil Action" in theme and subject matter.
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  a civil action book movie: A Civil Action Jonathan Harr, 1996-08-27 #1 NATIONAL
BESTSELLER • NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARD WINNER • The true story of one man
so determined to take down two of the nation's largest corporations accused of killing children from
water contamination that he risks losing everything. The legal thriller of the decade. —Cleveland
Plain Dealer Described as “a page-turner filled with greed, duplicity, heartache, and bare-knuckle
legal brinksmanship by The New York Times, A Civil Action is the searing, compelling tale of a legal
system gone awry—one in which greed and power fight an unending struggle against justice. Yet it
is also the story of how one man can ultimately make a difference. Representing the bereaved
parents, the unlikeliest of heroes emerges: a young, flamboyant Porsche-driving lawyer who hopes to
win millions of dollars and ends up nearly losing everything, including his sanity. With an
unstoppable narrative power reminiscent of Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood, A Civil Action is an
unforgettable reading experience that will leave the reader both shocked and enlightened. A Civil
Action was made into a movie starring John Travolta and Robert Duvall.
  a civil action book movie: Film & the Law Steve Greenfield, 2001-09-07 This text has several
aims that seek to set out the boundaries of the study of film and the law. It draws upon the work that
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has been produced to date, by both American and English law academics, but offers a critical
analysis of where the subject area is and where further study may take it.
  a civil action book movie: A Documentary Companion to A Civil Action Lewis A.
Grossman, Robert G. Vaughn, 2006 This companion is intended to be used in conjunction with A
Civil Action, by Jonathan Harr and contains a broad selection of documents from Anderson v.
Cryovac.
  a civil action book movie: Film and the Law Steve Greenfield, Guy Osborn, Peter Robson,
2010-10-05 Described by Richard Sherwin of New York Law School as the law and film movement's
'founding text', this text is a second, heavily revised and improved edition of the original Film and
the Law (Cavendish Publishing, 2001). The book is distinctive in a number of ways: it is unique as a
sustained book-length exposition on law and film by law scholars; it is distinctive within law and film
scholarship in its attempt to plot the parameters of a distinctive genre of law films; its examination
of law in film as place and space offers a new way out of the law film genre problem, and also offers
an examination of representations of an aspect of legal practice, and legal institutions, that have not
been addressed by other scholars. It is original in its contribution to work within the wider
parameters of law and popular culture and offers a sustained challenge to traditional legal
scholarship, amply demonstrating the practical and the pedagogic, as well as the moral and political
significance of popular cultural representations of law. The book is a valuable teaching and learning
resource, and is the first in the field to serve as a basic guidebook for students of law and film.
  a civil action book movie: Law on the Screen , 2005-03-29 The proliferation of images of law,
legal processes, and officials on television and in film is a phenomenon of enormous significance.
Mass-mediated images are as powerful, pervasive, and important as are other early
twenty-first-century social forces--e.g. globalization, neo-colonialism, and human rights--in shaping
and transforming legal life. Yet scholars have only recently begun to examine how law works in this
new arena and to explore the consequences of the representation of law in the moving image. Law
on the Screen advances our understanding of the connection between law and film by analyzing
them as narrative forms, examining film for its jurisprudential content--that is, its ways of critiquing
the present legal world and imagining an alternative one--and expanding studies of the
representation of law in film to include questions of reception.
  a civil action book movie: Ultimate Book of Gangster Movies George Anastasia, Glen
Macnow, 2011-09-27 The gangster movie is one of the most popular genres in film. From the Italian,
Irish, and Russian families in America to similarly sinister groups in Europe, Japan, and beyond, the
cinema has never shied away from portraying the evil exploits of these brutal outfits. In this highly
entertaining and informative book, two accomplished and apropos authors put the genre in
perspective like no other author or documentarian has done before. The Ultimate Book of Gangster
Movies provides extensive reviews of the Top 100 gangster films of all time, including sidebars like
Reality Check, Hit and Miss, I Know That Guy, Body Count, and other fun and informative features.
Also included are over a dozen stand-alone chapters such as Sleeper Hits, Fugazi Flops, Guilty
Pleasures, Lost Treasures, Q&A Interviews with top actors and directors (including Chazz Palinteri,
Michael Madsen, Joe Mantagna, and more), plus over 50 compelling photographs. Foreword by Joe
Pistone, the FBI agent and mob infiltrator who wrote the bestselling book and acclaimed movie,
Donnie Brasco.
  a civil action book movie: The Book of Iowa Films Marty Knepper, John Lawrence,
2014-08-04 This is the first comprehensive history of films made in or about Iowa. It reflects some
twenty years of collecting, lecturing, and talking with some of Iowa's current generation of
independent filmmakers. It covers the span from 1918 to 2013 and gives important background
information on dozens of high profile films such as the STATE FAIR films of 1933 and 1945, THE
BRIDGES OF MADISON COUNTY, FIELD OF DREAMS, and many others. It is designed as a
companion for the State Historical Society's blockbuster Hollywood in the Heartland exhibition in
Des Moines that is scheduled to run at least through 2016. The book has an interpretive essay
covering the entire history as well as paragraph length descriptions of each film. A user-friendly



feature is the Index of Films, which makes it easy to locate discussions of individual films. Marty
Knepper is a featured commentator on video screens in the Hollywood in the Heartland exhibition.
  a civil action book movie: Sound Science, Junk Policy Michele Morrone, Timothy W. Lohner,
2002-06-30 Morrone and Lohner assert that sound science is often misinterpreted, which leads to
questionable policy decisions. This provocative look at environmental policymaking shows the
importance of correctly interpreting science, and examines the full implications of using science as
the major criterion in the decision-making process. Contemporary critics often argue that
environmental policy problems are rooted in junk science. Yet Morrone and Lohner assert that many
cases are based on sound science that is misinterpreted, which leads to questionable policy
decisions. Revealing the way science is used in the environmental decision-making process, the
authors illustrate how policies can go awry. Their combined experience in the public and private
sectors is buttressed by a series of case studies, including: •Air pollution •Solid and hazardous
waste management •Food protection •Vectors and their diseases •Drinking water safety This
provocative look at environmental policymaking shows the importance of correctly interpreting
science, and examines the full implications of using science as the major criterion in the
decision-making process.
  a civil action book movie: Public Health Reports , 1998
  a civil action book movie: Health Services Reports , 1998
  a civil action book movie: Society and Law Karen E. Hayden, 2019-08-27 Society and Law
addresses the social context of law, the legal structure, and the relationships between society and
law. The goal of this text is to help undergraduate students gain an understanding of the significant
role law plays in our everyday lives and in larger society. It covers emerging theories and ideas from
innovative fields such as critical legal studies, feminist jurisprudence, critical race theories, and
intersectionality. Society & Law summarizes the material as succinctly as possible, incorporating
examples of new laws, changes in laws, and legal cases that interest college students and help them
connect the material to their own lives. The law can be fascinating, frustrating, and even funny.
Society & Law presents these various aspects of the law in readable, understandable, and
interesting ways. Features: Student-oriented pedagogy includes key terms and a complete glossary,
chapter summaries, critical thinking questions, and movie suggestions Case-in-Point boxes provide
extended examples that illustrate key points Legalese boxes define legal terminologySidebar boxes
provide additional information about select concepts
  a civil action book movie: Relational Management and Display of Site Environmental
Data David Rich, 2002-06-19 When your environmental project reaches the point where the amount
of data seems overwhelming, you will need a robust tool to help you manage it. Written by a
recognized expert and software author with over 25 years of industry experience, Relational
Management and Display of Site Environmental Data begins with an overview of site data
management c
  a civil action book movie: New York , 1999
  a civil action book movie: An Act of State William F. Pepper, 2018-03-27 This definitive
account of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s assassination collects “an impressive array of testimony and
evidence” to offer a new perspective on the conspiracy that changed the course of American history
(Kirkus). “We recommend this important book to everyone who seeks the truth about Dr. King’s
assassination.” —Coretta Scott King On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King was in Memphis to
support a workers’ strike. As night fell, army snipers took up position; military officers surveilled the
scene from a nearby roof; and their accomplice, restaurant-owner Loyd Jowers, was ready to remove
the murder weapon. When the dust had settled, King had been shot and a cleanup operation was in
motion—James Earl Ray was framed, the crime scene was destroyed, and witnesses were killed. It
would take William F. Pepper, attorney and friend of King, thirty years to get to the bottom of a
conspiracy that changed the course of American history. In 1999, the King family, represented by
the author, brought a civil action lawsuit against Loyd Jowers and other co-conspirators. Seventy
witnesses set out the details of a plot that involved J. Edgar Hoover and the FBI, Richard Helms and



the CIA, the US military, the Memphis police, and organized crime. The jury took an hour to find for
the King family. Now fifty years after MLK’s execution, An Act of State demonstrates the bloody
depths to which the US government will descend to repress a movement for change.
  a civil action book movie: Reel Views 2 James Berardinelli, 2005 Thoroughly revised and
updated for 2005! Includes a new chapter on the best special edition DVDs and a new chapter on
finding hidden easter egg features.
  a civil action book movie: Entertainment, Media, and the Law Paul C. Weiler, 2002
Entertainment, media and the law : text, cases, problems.
  a civil action book movie: Women Labor Activists in the Movies Jennifer L. Borda,
2010-11-18 Some of the most indelible images of women in recent American film have been of
working women fighting for labor reform or to expose corporate corruption. This critical text
explores films with female labor activists as main protagonists, illuminating issues of gender and
class while depicting the challenges of working class women. Films covered include Salt of the
Earth, Pajama Game, Union Maids, With Babies and Banners, Norma Rae, Silkwood, and Live Nude
Girls Unite! Through comparative analysis, the text examines the responses of these films to the
labor and feminist movements of the last half century, and how American cinema has articulated
notions of disempowerment, ambivalence and, at times, the resistance of both women and the
working class at large.
  a civil action book movie: So Many Books, So Little Time Sara Nelson, 2004-10-05 “Will make
many readers smile with recognition.”—The New Yorker “Readaholics, meet your new best
friend.”—People “This book is bliss.”—The Boston Globe Sometimes subtle, sometimes striking, the
interplay between our lives and our books is the subject of this unique memoir by well-known
publishing correspondent and self-described “readaholic” Sara Nelson. The project began as an
experiment with a simple plan—fifty-two weeks, fifty-two books—that fell apart in the first week. It
was then that Sara realized the books chose her as much as she chose them, and the rewards and
frustrations they brought were nothing she could plan for. From Solzhenitsyn to Laura Zigman,
Catherine M. to Captain Underpants, the result is a personal chronicle of insight, wit, and enough
infectious enthusiasm to make a passionate reader out of anybody.
  a civil action book movie: Everyday Law for Consumers Michael L. Rustad, 2015-12-03 Your
toolkit for prevention, redemption, and occasionally retribution. -Ralph Nader Whenever you
purchase goods or services in a personal, household, or family capacity, you are entitled to the rights
and remedies of state and federal consumer law. Realistically, only a very small percentage of
consumer problems can be addressed by hiring a private attorney. Everyday Law for Consumers
teaches practical self-help remedies that ordinary Americans can use to protect their consumer
rights. Michael L. Rustad, a nationally known practicing attorney and legal scholar, translates into
plain English the legalese that forms the basis for many common transactions, including consumer
loans, credit repair, credit, consumer leases, usury, interest rates, Internet transactions, identity
theft, distance contracts, home shopping, television advertisements, door-to-door sales, and
telephone solicitations. Using real-life examples, sample complaint letters, and an appendix of
further examples, this easy-to-read book empowers everyday people to become effective
self-advocates in an increasingly consumer-driven society.
  a civil action book movie: Engaged Spiritualty Joseph Nangle, 2014-07-30
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