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a civil action book characters are central to understanding the intricate narrative of Jonathan Harr’s

renowned work, "A Civil Action." This book, which blends legal drama with true-life events, explores

the complex court case involving environmental pollution and its devastating effects on a community in

Woburn, Massachusetts. The characters in "A Civil Action" are not merely participants in a legal battle;

they represent various facets of morality, law, and human resilience. This article delves deeply into the

primary and secondary figures featured in the book, shedding light on their roles, backgrounds, and

contributions to the storyline. Understanding these characters enriches the reader’s appreciation of the

legal, ethical, and personal dimensions presented in this gripping narrative. The following sections will

cover the main plaintiffs, defendants, key legal professionals, and other influential figures portrayed in

the book.
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Main Characters in A Civil Action

The story of "A Civil Action" revolves around several pivotal characters who drive the narrative forward.



These individuals include the plaintiffs, defendants, and legal experts whose interactions and conflicts

illuminate the complexities of environmental law and justice. Each character plays a significant role in

framing the ethical questions and legal challenges depicted in the book. Their personal and

professional backgrounds contribute to a multifaceted portrayal of the case and its broader

implications.

Overview of Principal Figures

At the heart of the book are the legal teams and families affected by the alleged contamination. The

characters’ motivations, strategies, and struggles form the core of the story. Understanding who these

characters are and how they relate to one another provides clarity on the case’s progression and

outcome.

Key Plaintiffs and Their Roles

The plaintiffs in "A Civil Action" are families and individuals from Woburn, Massachusetts, who suffered

due to toxic contamination allegedly caused by local industries. Their stories provide an emotional

backdrop and humanize the legal conflict. The book portrays these characters with depth, highlighting

their perseverance and the personal toll of the litigation.

The Woburn Families

The families affected by the contaminated water supply, particularly those who lost children to

leukemia, are central plaintiffs. Their determination to seek justice underscores the narrative’s

emotional intensity. These characters symbolize the community’s fight against powerful corporate

interests.



Jan Schlichtmann: The Lead Attorney for Plaintiffs

Jan Schlichtmann is a critical figure in the book, serving as the lead attorney representing the plaintiffs.

His character is portrayed with complexity, illustrating his relentless pursuit of justice as well as the

personal and financial risks he endures. Schlichtmann’s role is pivotal in advancing the lawsuit and

revealing the challenges faced by plaintiffs in environmental litigation.

Defendants and Corporate Representation

The defendants in "A Civil Action" are corporations accused of contaminating Woburn’s water supply

with hazardous chemicals. These characters represent industrial power, legal defense strategies, and

corporate accountability issues. Their portrayal reveals the tension between business interests and

public health concerns.

W.R. Grace & Company

One of the main defendant corporations, W.R. Grace, is depicted through its legal representation and

corporate executives. The company’s response to the allegations and its defense tactics are crucial to

understanding the legal dynamics of the case.

Beatrice Foods

Beatrice Foods is the other primary defendant. The book details its involvement and the strategies

employed by its lawyers to counter the plaintiffs’ claims. Examining Beatrice’s role provides insight into

corporate defense mechanisms in environmental lawsuits.



Legal Professionals and Their Impact

Beyond the parties directly involved, several legal professionals significantly influence the course of the

case. These characters include judges, opposing counsel, and expert witnesses whose decisions and

testimony shape the litigation process.

Opposing Counsel

The attorneys representing W.R. Grace and Beatrice Foods are portrayed as skilled and determined,

presenting formidable challenges to the plaintiffs’ legal team. Their strategies highlight the adversarial

nature of civil litigation in environmental cases.

Judges and Court Officials

The judges presiding over the case play essential roles in managing courtroom procedures and

rulings. Their impartiality and decisions impact case developments and reflect the judicial system’s

complexities in such high-stakes litigation.

Expert Witnesses

Expert witnesses provide scientific and technical testimony critical to establishing causation and

liability. Their characters demonstrate the importance of specialized knowledge in environmental law

cases and influence the jury’s understanding of the evidence.



Supporting Characters and Community Influence

In addition to the main legal and corporate figures, numerous supporting characters contribute to the

narrative by representing the broader community and contextual elements of the case. These include

local residents, journalists, and environmental activists.

Local Residents and Community Members

The community’s reaction to the contamination and lawsuit shapes much of the book’s social context.

These characters reflect public concern, skepticism, and support that influence the legal and political

environment surrounding the case.

Journalists and Media Representation

Journalists covering the trial bring attention to the story and help frame public perception. Their role in

reporting and investigating the case adds another dimension to the narrative and underscores the

media’s power in legal affairs.

Environmental Advocates

Activists and environmental advocates appear as voices pushing for accountability and reform. Their

inclusion highlights the broader implications of the lawsuit beyond the courtroom, emphasizing

environmental justice and policy considerations.



Summary of Notable Characters in A Civil Action

Jan Schlichtmann: Lead plaintiff attorney, central to the legal battle.

W.R. Grace & Company: Major defendant corporation accused of pollution.

Beatrice Foods: Secondary defendant with significant legal defense.

Woburn families: Plaintiffs affected by contaminated water and illness.

Opposing counsel: Lawyers representing corporate defendants.

Judges and court officials: Authorities overseeing trial proceedings.

Expert witnesses: Specialists providing critical testimony.

Local residents and community members: Reflecting community impact.

Journalists and media: Reporting on and shaping public opinion.

Environmental advocates: Promoting justice and reform.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is the main protagonist in the book 'A Civil Action'?

The main protagonist in 'A Civil Action' is Jan Schlichtmann, a personal injury lawyer who takes on a



case against large corporations accused of water contamination.

What role does Jan Schlichtmann play in 'A Civil Action'?

Jan Schlichtmann is the lead attorney who represents families affected by contaminated drinking water

in Woburn, Massachusetts.

Who are the opposing parties in the courtroom in 'A Civil Action'?

The opposing parties are Jan Schlichtmann and his legal team versus the corporations Beatrice Foods

and W.R. Grace, who are accused of polluting the water supply.

What motivates Jan Schlichtmann to pursue the case in 'A Civil

Action'?

Schlichtmann is motivated by a combination of seeking justice for the affected families and the

potential financial reward from winning the case.

Are there any key witnesses or experts featured as characters in 'A

Civil Action'?

Yes, the book features several expert witnesses, including environmental scientists and medical

experts, who provide testimony about the contamination and its health effects.

How are the families affected by the water contamination portrayed in

'A Civil Action'?

The families are depicted as victims struggling with serious health issues, including leukemia, which

they believe are caused by polluted water.



Does 'A Civil Action' include any legal team members besides Jan

Schlichtmann?

Yes, Schlichtmann's legal team includes several associates and paralegals who assist in building the

case.

Is Judge Skinner a character in 'A Civil Action'?

Yes, Judge Walter Skinner presides over the trial and plays an important role in the courtroom

proceedings.

What challenges do the characters face during the trial in 'A Civil

Action'?

The characters face challenges such as limited financial resources, legal complexities, corporate

opposition, and emotional strain.

How are the corporate defendants portrayed as characters in 'A Civil

Action'?

The corporate defendants are portrayed as powerful entities concerned with protecting their interests,

often downplaying or denying responsibility for the contamination.

Additional Resources

1. A Civil Action by Jonathan Harr

This nonfiction book tells the gripping true story of a legal battle between a group of families in

Woburn, Massachusetts, and two large corporations accused of contaminating the town’s water

supply. The story centers on attorney Jan Schlichtmann, whose relentless pursuit of justice exposes

the complexities and challenges of environmental law. The narrative highlights the human cost of

corporate negligence and the intricacies of the American legal system.



2. The Firm by John Grisham

This legal thriller follows a young lawyer, Mitch McDeere, who joins a prestigious law firm only to

discover it harbors dark secrets involving corruption and murder. As Mitch navigates the dangerous

waters of corporate law and government surveillance, he must use his wits to survive. The book

explores themes of ethics, loyalty, and the cost of ambition.

3. Presumed Innocent by Scott Turow

Prosecutor Rusty Sabich finds himself accused of murdering a colleague with whom he had an affair,

thrusting him into a complex and suspenseful courtroom drama. The novel delves deeply into legal

procedures, personal betrayals, and the elusive nature of truth. It’s a compelling exploration of justice

and the human flaws behind the legal system.

4. The Rainmaker by John Grisham

Rudy Baylor, a young and inexperienced lawyer, takes on a powerful insurance company in a case

involving the denial of a life-saving medical treatment. The story highlights the David-versus-Goliath

struggle within the legal profession and the perseverance required to fight for justice. It also portrays

the moral dilemmas faced by attorneys.

5. Legal Thriller: The Lincoln Lawyer by Michael Connelly

Defense attorney Mickey Haller operates out of his Lincoln Town Car, taking on clients who often find

themselves on the wrong side of the law. When he lands a high-profile case involving a wealthy real

estate agent accused of assault, Haller must uncover the truth while navigating ethical challenges. The

novel combines courtroom drama with a fast-paced detective story.

6. Just Mercy by Bryan Stevenson

This powerful memoir recounts the efforts of lawyer Bryan Stevenson to free wrongfully convicted

individuals from death row. The book sheds light on systemic racism and injustice in the American

legal system through the story of Walter McMillian, a man sentenced to death despite evidence of

innocence. It’s an inspiring call for compassion and reform in criminal justice.

7. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee



Set in the racially charged American South, this classic novel follows attorney Atticus Finch as he

defends a black man falsely accused of raping a white woman. Through the eyes of young Scout

Finch, readers witness the moral courage required to stand against prejudice. The book is a profound

exploration of justice, empathy, and human dignity.

8. The Pelican Brief by John Grisham

Law student Darby Shaw writes a legal brief that exposes a conspiracy involving the assassination of

two Supreme Court justices. As she becomes the target of deadly forces, Darby must rely on her

intelligence and legal knowledge to survive. The novel combines legal intrigue with political suspense.

9. Defending Jacob by William Landay

Assistant district attorney Andy Barber faces a harrowing personal and professional crisis when his

teenage son is accused of murder. The story examines the tension between familial loyalty and the

pursuit of justice, raising difficult questions about truth and morality. It’s a suspenseful and emotionally

charged legal drama.
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  a civil action book characters: Female Action Heroes Gladys L. Knight, 2010-06-08 This book
offers 25 profiles of some of the most popular female action heroes throughout the history of film,
television, comic books, and video games. Female action heroes, like other fictional characters, not
only reveal a lot about society, but greatly influence individuals in society. It is no surprise that the
gradual development and increase in the number of female action heroes coincides with societal
changes and social movements, such as feminism. Nor is it a surprise that characteristics of female
action heroes echo the progressive toughening of women and young girls in the media. Female
Action Heroes: A Guide to Women in Comics, Video Games, Film, and Television brings to the
forefront the historical representation of women and girls in film, television, comic books, and video
games. The book includes profiles of 25 of the most popular female action heroes, arranged in
alphabetical order for easy reference. Each chapter includes sections on the hero's origins, her
power suit, weapons, abilities, and the villains with whom she grapples. Most significantly, each
profile offers an analysis of the hero's story—and her impact on popular culture.
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Zuern, 2019-12-04 Heroes, villains, victims, and minions are more important than ever before in our
politics and culture. In the era of television, Twitter, and Facebook, groups and individuals
constantly battle over their reputations. One of the best ways to gain power is to persuade others
that you are competent, courageous, and benevolent, while your opponents are none of these. Thus,
character work consists of more than simple claims of fact; societies build their solidarity and
policies out of admiration for heroes but also outrage over villains. Recent political analysis has
ignored the great characters of the past in favor of frames, heuristics, codes, and identities. In Public
Characters, James M. Jasper, Michael P. Young, and Elke Zuern argue that character, reputation,
and images matter in politics, and social life more generally, as they help mobilize people and their
passions. First, they focus on the political construction of openly constructed and debated public
characters to show how we can allocate praise and blame, identify social problems, cement identities
and allegiances, develop policies, and articulate our moral intuitions through them. The authors
demonstrate the nuances of characters and their interactions across a range of sources-including
Shakespeare, Game of Thrones, Renaissance sculpture, modern comic books, Alexander the Great,
and Bernie Madoff-all the while showing how public characters are used in political rhetoric. Finally,
they complicate these characters by considering their transformations: when victims manage to
become heroes and the way traditional moral characters have evolved over time to correspond with
what different cultures admire, detest, or pity. This rich, detailed, and wide-ranging analysis of
personal images and reputation marks a timely and crucial contribution for sociologists and political
scientists concerned with the cultural dimensions of political life.
  a civil action book characters: Code of Laws of the United States of General and Permanent
Character in Force January 3, 1935 United States. Congress, 1935
  a civil action book characters: The Law of Pleading and Evidence in Civil Actions John Simcoe
Saunders, 1831
  a civil action book characters: A Documentary Companion to A Civil Action Lewis A.
Grossman, Robert G. Vaughn, 2006 This companion is intended to be used in conjunction with A
Civil Action, by Jonathan Harr and contains a broad selection of documents from Anderson v.
Cryovac.
  a civil action book characters: Film & the Law Steve Greenfield, 2001-09-07 This text has
several aims that seek to set out the boundaries of the study of film and the law. It draws upon the
work that has been produced to date, by both American and English law academics, but offers a
critical analysis of where the subject area is and where further study may take it.
  a civil action book characters: Reading for Action Ashley S. Boyd, Janine J. Darragh,
2019-06-05 This book illustrates how teachers can draw upon young adult literature to facilitate
students’ social action. Each chapter centers on one novel that represents a contemporary topic
including police brutality, women’s rights, ecojustice, and bullying. In each, authors provide pre-,
during-, and after reading strategies for teaching that connect the social issues in the texts to
students’ lives and to the world around them. They then offer a multitude of avenues for student
action, emphasizing the need to move readers from understanding and awareness to asserting their
own agency and capacities to effect change in their local, national, and global communities. In
addition to methods for scaffolding students’ analysis of texts and topics, authors also offer a
plethora of additional resources such as documentaries, canonical companions for study, connected
music, and supplementary lesson plans.
  a civil action book characters: Columbia Law Review , 1907
  a civil action book characters: A World in Chaos Carl Boggs, Thomas Pollard, 2003-08-25 A
World in Chaos: Social Crisis and the Rise of Postmodern Cinema traces the evolution of postmodern
cinema through its multiple and overlapping expressions. Through an analysis of films such as
American Beauty, Blade Runner, Natural Born Killers, and Thelma and Loiuse, Carl Boggs and
Thomas Pollard explore the historical and theoretical shift from the long era of modernity to an
emergent postmodernity and examine its intersection with film culture. Unlike most works on media
studies, Boggs and Pollard bring together elements of sociology, history, economics, literature,



communications, and pop culture to fully explore the complex developmental interaction between
film and society. The resulting work illuminates the different, often conflicted and contradictory,
currents at work in the film industry that long ago departed from the ritualized practices of the
classical studio system. Engagingly and clearly written, A World in Chaos is perfect for film and pop
culture enthusiasts as well as everyone interested in the role of film in American society.
  a civil action book characters: The Cyclopedic Law Dictionary Walter A. Shumaker, George
Foster Longsdorf, 1901
  a civil action book characters: Proceedings of the American Society of Civil Engineers
American Society of Civil Engineers, 1914 Vols. for Jan. 1896-Sept. 1930 contain a separately page
section of Papers and discussions which are published later in revised form in the society's
Transactions. Beginning Oct. 1930, the Proceedings are limited to technical papers and discussions,
while Civil engineering contains items relating to society activities, etc.
  a civil action book characters: The Oklahoma Bar Journal , 1997
  a civil action book characters: Broome, Pope, Pitt, Thomson Alexander Chalmers, 1810
  a civil action book characters: MLN. , 1927 Provides image and full-text online access to back
issues. Consult the online table of contents for specific holdings.
  a civil action book characters: Great Glasgow Characters John Burrowes, 2011-09-30 There
are few cities in the world to rival Glasgow and the extraordinary happenings that have occurred
there, and in this engrossing sequel to Great Glasgow Stories, more of the finest of these are
recounted. From the story of the biggest youth movement the world has ever known to the life and
crimes of Scotland's most colourful criminal, Johnny Ramensky, whom even the police dubbed
'Gentle Johnny', a vivid picture of the city's eventful history emerges. Elsewhere, the hilarious scenes
that greeted the most sensational visitor Glasgow ever had - Hitler's deputy, Rudolf Hess - are
recounted, and the shocking case of one of BBC radio drama's best-known personalities, who was
found brutally murdered in his flat in Govan, is explored. Read, too, about doomed pugilist Jackie
Peterson, dubbed 'the second Benny Lynch', and about the accidental death in 1931 of Celtic's
'Prince of Goalkeepers', John Thomson, which shocked the city and remains the saddest event in the
club's history. These are just some of the highlights to be found in this compelling collection of
stories about the great city of Glasgow and its myriad entertaining characters.
  a civil action book characters: Modern German Literature Jethro Bithell, 2020-01-31
Originally published in 1939 and revised in 1959, this book traces back to their origins the literary
movements and phases of German literature of 1880 to 1950 as they occur and shows how and why
they pass over into succeeding phases. It closely analyses Naturalism, Impressionism,
Neo-romanticism and Expressionism as well as dealing exhaustively with Surrealism, Magic Realism
and Existentialism. The book includes discussion of post-war Anglo-American and French literature.
  a civil action book characters: The Works of the English Poets, from Chaucer to Cowper
Alexander Chalmers, 1810
  a civil action book characters: The Works of the English Poets, from Chaucer to Cowper:
Broome, Pope, Pitt, Thomson Alexander Chalmers, 1810
  a civil action book characters: Rewriting the Italian Novella in Counter-reformation Spain
Carmen Rabell, 2003 As they reshaped the Italian novella under the inquisitorial atmosphere of the
Counter-Reformation, Spanish narrators labelled their texts as exemplary. However, critics have
usually agreed that there is a contradiction between the morals preached in the narrative frames,
prologues, and sententiae of Spanish novellas and the content of the plots. This book argues that this
ambiguity is a result of the use of the rhetoric of the fictitious case. Spanish novellas rewrite the
Italian genre through the rhetoric of the fictitious case and with the specific purpose of either
challenging or validating the new set of rules regarding marriage introduced by the Council of
Trent.--BOOK JACKET.
  a civil action book characters: The Works of the English Poets, from Chaucer to
Cowper; Including the Series Edited, with Prefaces, Biographical and Critical, by Dr.
Samuel Johnson: and the Most Approves Translations. The Additional Lives by Alexander



Chalm , 1810
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个学术奖，还是“最佳研究者奖”，但其实你要是填了就上当了。 如果你按照这个里
有没有人知道怎么把Midas的模型转换到abaqus里面呀? - 知乎 目前市面上，能够将Midas软件各类模型转到abaqus的只有PKPM旗下的PkpmCAE软件，
该软件有完整的Midas软件接口，包括Midas旗下的Gen、Civil、GTS、FEA对应的mgt、mct、mec等格
请问有没有比较好中的土木的sci？ - 知乎 本推文介绍了土木学科（JCR Category: ENGINEERING, CIVIL） 181个SCIE和ESCI期刊 的最新影
响因子及JCR分区。 PS：本表信息主要来源于Journal Citation Reports，由于笔者时间精力
AUTO CAD安装后哪些插件（软件）可以卸载？? - 知乎 Auto cad安装之后出来好多这什么东西？我就要个cad软件，这里哪些是可以卸载的？磁盘里哪些相关文件夹可
如何评价期刊nature water? - 知乎 We publish in the natural sciences (primarily Earth and environmental
science), in engineering (including environmental, civil, chemical and materials engineering), and in
the social sciences
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