7th grade literary devices

7th grade literary devices are essential tools that help students understand and appreciate
literature more deeply. These devices enrich texts by adding layers of meaning, enhancing the
reader’s experience, and helping writers express ideas creatively. In seventh grade, students are
introduced to a variety of literary techniques that form the foundation for analyzing poetry, prose, and
drama. This article explores key 7th grade literary devices, explaining what they are, how they
function, and why they matter in literary studies. Understanding these devices not only improves
reading comprehension but also strengthens writing skills. The following sections cover major
categories of literary devices, including figurative language, sound devices, structural techniques, and
more, providing clear examples and definitions.

e Figurative Language

* Sound Devices

e Structural Literary Devices

e Characterization and Point of View

e Theme and Symbolism

Figurative Language

Figurative language is a fundamental category of 7th grade literary devices that involves using words
or expressions with meanings different from their literal interpretation. This helps writers create vivid
imagery and express complex ideas succinctly. Figurative language engages readers by appealing to
their senses and imagination.

Simile
A simile is a comparison between two unlike things using the words “like” or “as.” It helps clarify or

enhance a description by linking it to something familiar. For example, “Her smile was as bright as the
sun” conveys warmth and happiness.

Metaphor

A metaphor directly compares two unrelated things without using “like” or “as,” implying that one
thing is another. This device deepens meaning by suggesting a symbolic connection, such as “Time is
a thief,” indicating that time steals moments from life.



Personification

Personification gives human qualities to animals, objects, or ideas, making descriptions more
relatable and lively. For example, “The wind whispered through the trees” attributes the human
action of whispering to the wind.

Hyperbole

Hyperbole is an intentional exaggeration used for emphasis or humor. It is not meant to be taken
literally but to create a strong impression. An example is, “l have a million things to do today,” which
emphasizes a busy schedule.

Simile: uses “like” or “as” to compare

Metaphor: direct comparison without “like” or “as”

Personification: human traits given to non-human things

Hyperbole: deliberate exaggeration

Sound Devices

Sound devices are 7th grade literary devices that enhance the musical quality of language. They
contribute to mood, tone, and memorability by focusing on how words sound rather than just their
meaning. These devices are especially common in poetry and lyrical prose.

Alliteration

Alliteration is the repetition of initial consonant sounds in closely connected words. It creates rhythm
and can emphasize particular phrases, such as “Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.”

Onomatopoeia

Onomatopoeia refers to words that imitate natural sounds, enhancing sensory experience. Examples
include “buzz,” “clang,” and “sizzle,” which help readers hear the action being described.

Assonance

Assonance is the repetition of vowel sounds in words placed near each other. It produces internal
rhyming and musicality, as in “The early bird catches the worm.”



Rhyme

Rhyme is the repetition of similar sounds at the end of words, often used in poetry to create structure
and pleasing effects. For example, “cat” and “hat” rhyme, enhancing memorability.

* Alliteration: repeated beginning consonant sounds
e Onomatopoeia: sound-imitating words
e Assonance: repeated vowel sounds

e Rhyme: matching end sounds

Structural Literary Devices

Structural literary devices relate to how a text is organized and presented. These 7th grade literary
devices influence the pacing, clarity, and overall impact of a story or poem by shaping its framework.

Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing provides hints or clues about events that will occur later in the story. It builds
suspense and prepares readers for upcoming developments, often seen in mystery or adventure
genres.

Flashback

A flashback interrupts the chronological sequence to depict an event from the past. This device adds
depth by revealing background information about characters or plot points.

Dialogue

Dialogue is the spoken exchange between characters. It reveals personality, advances the plot, and
provides realism. Effective use of dialogue can also show relationships and conflicts.

Imagery

Imagery uses descriptive language to create sensory experiences for the reader. It appeals to sight,
sound, smell, taste, and touch, making scenes more vivid and engaging.

e Foreshadowing: hints about future events



e Flashback: scenes from the past
» Dialogue: character conversations

¢ Imagery: sensory descriptions

Characterization and Point of View

Characterization and point of view are crucial 7th grade literary devices that shape how a story is told
and how readers perceive characters and events. These devices affect narrative perspective and
character development.

Direct Characterization

Direct characterization explicitly describes a character’s traits, such as “She was kind and generous.”
This straightforward method helps readers quickly understand character qualities.

Indirect Characterization

Indirect characterization shows a character’s personality through actions, speech, thoughts,
appearance, or others’ reactions. Readers infer traits based on these clues, making the experience
more interactive.

First-Person Point of View

MIH

First-person narration uses “1” or “we,” allowing readers to see the story through a character’s eyes.
This perspective provides intimate insight but is limited to the narrator’s knowledge.

Third-Person Point of View

Third-person narration uses “he,” “she,” or “they.” It can be omniscient (all-knowing) or limited
(focused on one character), offering flexibility in storytelling and broader contexts.

Direct characterization: explicit trait description

Indirect characterization: implied traits through behavior

First-person POV: narrator as character

Third-person POV: external narrator



Theme and Symbolism

Themes and symbols are advanced 7th grade literary devices that convey deeper meanings beyond
the surface story. They encourage critical thinking and interpretation of literature’s universal
messages.

Theme

A theme is the central idea or message in a literary work. It reflects universal truths about life,
society, or human nature, such as friendship, courage, or justice. Identifying themes helps readers
connect personally with the text.

Symbolism

Symbolism uses objects, characters, or events to represent larger ideas or concepts. For instance, a
dove often symbolizes peace, and darkness can symbolize fear or the unknown.

Motif

A motif is a recurring element, such as an image, phrase, or idea, that reinforces the theme. Motifs
create unity and emphasize important concepts throughout a literary work.

e Theme: central message or insight
e Symbolism: objects representing ideas

» Motif: repeated elements supporting the theme

Frequently Asked Questions

What are literary devices commonly taught in 7th grade?

Common literary devices taught in 7th grade include simile, metaphor, personification, alliteration,
hyperbole, imagery, onomatopoeia, and symbolism.

How can similes be identified in 7th grade literature?

Similes can be identified by looking for comparisons between two unlike things using the words 'like'
or 'as', such as 'as brave as a lion' or 'runs like the wind.'



What is the difference between a metaphor and a simile?

A simile compares two things using 'like' or 'as’, while a metaphor directly states that one thing is
another, for example, 'Time is a thief.'

Why is personification important in literature for 7th graders?

Personification gives human qualities to non-human things, making descriptions more vivid and
helping readers connect emotionally with the text.

Can you give an example of alliteration for 7th grade
students?

An example of alliteration is 'Sally sells seashells by the seashore,' where the 's' sound is repeated at
the beginning of words.

How does hyperbole enhance storytelling in 7th grade texts?

Hyperbole uses deliberate exaggeration to emphasize a point or create a dramatic effect, making
stories more engaging and memorable.

What role does imagery play in 7th grade literature?

Imagery uses descriptive language that appeals to the senses, helping readers visualize scenes and
feel emotions more deeply.

How can students identify symbolism in a story?

Students can identify symbolism by finding objects, characters, or events that represent larger ideas
or themes beyond their literal meaning.

What is onomatopoeia, and can you provide an example
suitable for 7th graders?

Onomatopoeia is a literary device where words imitate sounds, such as 'buzz,' 'bang,' or 'sizzle,'
making the description more vivid.

Why should 7th graders learn about literary devices?

Learning literary devices helps 7th graders understand and appreciate literature better, improve their
reading comprehension, and enhance their own writing skills.

Additional Resources

1. "Unlocking Literary Devices: A 7th Grader's Guide"
This book introduces middle school students to key literary devices such as metaphor, simile,
personification, and alliteration. With clear definitions and engaging examples from popular young



adult literature, it makes complex concepts accessible. Interactive exercises help students practice
identifying and using devices in their own writing.

2. "Literary Devices in Action: Stories and Examples for 7th Grade"

Designed specifically for seventh graders, this book provides short stories and passages that highlight
various literary devices. Each section breaks down the device being used and explains its effect on
the story or poem. It encourages students to analyze texts critically and enhances their reading
comprehension skills.

3. "The 7th Grade Writer’s Toolkit: Mastering Literary Devices"

Focused on improving writing skills, this book guides students through incorporating literary devices
into their own compositions. It offers step-by-step lessons on crafting similes, metaphors, imagery,
and more, along with writing prompts to inspire creativity. Ideal for classroom use or independent
study.

4. "Figurative Language Fun: A Guide for Middle Schoolers"

This lively guide introduces figurative language concepts in a fun and approachable way. Through
colorful illustrations and relatable examples, seventh graders learn how authors use literary devices
to make writing vivid and engaging. The book also includes quizzes and games to reinforce
understanding.

5. "Reading Between the Lines: Literary Devices for Young Readers"

Aimed at developing analytical reading skills, this book teaches students how to detect and interpret
literary devices in various genres. It includes excerpts from classic and contemporary literature with
guided questions to deepen comprehension. Perfect for helping seventh graders prepare for
standardized tests.

6. "From Similes to Symbolism: Exploring Literary Devices in 7th Grade"

This comprehensive resource covers a wide range of literary devices, from basic to advanced, tailored
for middle school learners. Each chapter focuses on one device, providing definitions, examples, and
practice activities. The book supports both reading and writing development.

7. "Creative Writing with Literary Devices: A Workbook for 7th Grade"

This workbook offers hands-on practice for students to experiment with literary devices in their own
writing. It features exercises that encourage creativity and help students understand how devices
enhance storytelling. Teachers will find it a valuable supplement to their writing curriculum.

8. "Poetry and Literary Devices: A 7th Grader’s Companion"

Focusing on poetry, this book explores how literary devices create rhythm, mood, and meaning. It
breaks down poems line by line to highlight the use of devices such as rhyme, meter, and imagery.
Students learn to appreciate and compose poetry with greater confidence.

9. "The Essential Literary Devices Dictionary for 7th Grade"

This dictionary-style book provides concise, student-friendly definitions of common literary devices.
Each entry includes examples from literature appropriate for seventh graders and tips for recognizing
the device in texts. It serves as a quick reference for homework and study sessions.
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7th grade literary devices: Advantage Test Prep, Grade 7 Jeff Putnam, 2005 The Advantage
Test Prep Series helps prepare students to perform better on test by familiarizing them with test
formats, questions types, and content. -- Page 4 of cover.

7th grade literary devices: Reading Comprehension, Grade 7 , 2015-03-16 Reading
Comprehension for grade 7 is designed to aid in the review and practice of reading comprehension
skills. Grade 7 covers standards such as main topic and key details, literary terms and devices,
summarizing, inferring, and vocabulary practice. The book includes engaging nonfiction and fiction
passages and stories to appeal to all readers. The 100+ Series Reading Comprehension books span
grades 1 to 8. The activities in each book reinforce essential reading comprehension skills by
providing practice with sequencing, main idea, predicting, and inferring, as well as story elements,
character, plot, and setting. The books include engaging grade-appropriate fiction and nonfiction
passages and stories. Each book has 128 pages and 100 pages (or more) of reproducible content to
help students review and reinforce essential skills in reading comprehension. The series is
correlated and aligned to the Common Core State Standards.

7th grade literary devices: Teaching with Hip Hop in the 7-12 Grade Classroom Lauren Kelly,
2023-07-11 This book presents practical approaches for engaging with Hip Hop music and culture in
the classroom. As the most popular form of music and youth culture today, Hip Hop is a powerful
medium through which students can explore their identities and locate themselves in our social
world. Designed for novice and veteran teachers, this book is filled with pedagogical tools,
strategies, lesson plans, and real-world guidance on integrating Hip Hop into the curriculum.
Through a wide range of approaches and insights, Lauren Leigh Kelly invites teachers to look to
popular media culture to support students’ development and critical engagement with texts.
Covering classroom practice, assessment strategies, and curricular and standards-based guidelines,
the lessons in this book will bolster students’ linguistic and critical thinking skills and help students
to better understand and act upon the societal forces around them. The varied activities,
assignments, and handouts are designed to inspire teachers and easily facilitate modification of the
assignments to suit their own contexts. The impact of Hip Hop on youth culture is undeniable, now
more than ever; this is the perfect book for teachers who want to connect with their students,
support meaning-making in the classroom, affirm the validity of youth culture, and foster an
inclusive and engaging classroom environment.

7th grade literary devices: Parables of the Kingdom Melissa Lynch, 2012-07-31 Parables of the
Kingdom is a language arts curricular unit on the New Testament Parables for seventh grade and
up. The unit correlates to state standards and outcomes and the curriculum calendar provides over
30 hours of content material. Each session is accommodated with a full lesson plan, as well as the
accompanying worksheets and keys. The narrative unit investigates the parables as literature, and
provides historic critical and sociological background of the text. This unit is based on best practices
in teaching and learning, and it is enriched by socratic circles, story-maps, role plays as well as
relevant reading and writing assignments, and creative, productive projects.
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Christian Camozzi, Princeton Review (Firm), 2003-11-18 If Students Need to Know It, It's in This
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Book This book develops the English and language arts skills of seventh graders. It fosters skill
mastery that helps them succeed both in school and on the Massachusetts Comprehensive
Assessment System (MCAS). Why The Princeton Review? We have more than 20 years of experience
helping students master the skills needed to excel on standardized tests. Each year we help more
than 2 million students score higher and earn better grades. We Know the Massachusetts
Comprehensive Assessment System Our experts at The Princeton Review have analyzed the MCAS,
and this book provides the most up-to-date, thoroughly researched information possible. We break
down the test into its individual skills to familiarize students with the test's structure while
increasing their overall skill level. We Get Results We know what it takes to succeed in the
classroom and on tests. This book includes strategies that are proven to improve student
performance. We provide - content review based on Massachusetts standards and objectives -
detailed lessons, complete with skill-specific activities - 2 complete practice MCAS English language
arts tests.

7th grade literary devices: Resources in Education, 2001-04

7th grade literary devices: SWYK on the Common Core Reading Gr. 7, Student Workbook
Show What You Know Publishing, 2012-09-01 Assess student knowledge of the national Common
Core State Standards (CCSS) for Reading and Mathematics with two full-length Assessments for
each subject. Questions provide students with the necessary practice needed to achieve academic
success with the CCSS. Chapters on test-taking strategies and test anxiety build students confidence
and test-taking skills. Glossaries familiarize students with vocabulary terms and concepts found on
state proficiency tests.

7th grade literary devices: LITERARY DEVICES NARAYAN CHANGDER, 2024-01-24 Note:
Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me at
cbsenet4u@gmail.com. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook. This book has been designed
for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It contains many objective questions
specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are provided at the end of each page. It will
undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz
eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book will satisfy the curiosity of most students
while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing them to new information. Use this
invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise. Multiple-choice exams are a common
assessment method that all prospective candidates must be familiar with in today?s academic
environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to this MCQ format, many are not
well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia challenges, one requires
test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also provides you with the skills
and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or competitive examinations.
Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or completed coursework, it
will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams, quizzes, trivia, and more.

7th grade literary devices: The Everything Parent's Guide to Common Core ELA, Grades
6-8 Jill Mountain, 2015-11-06 Take the mystery out of Common Core ELA! If you are a parent
struggling to understand the new Common Core English Language Arts standards for your child,
you're not alone. Even though the Common Core ELA has been adopted by 45 states across the
nation, if you're accustomed to traditional English courses, you may be having a hard time
understanding what your kids are bringing home from school--and why. The Everything Parent's
Guide to Common Core ELA, Grades 6-8 can help. With easy-to-understand examples,
comprehension tips, and practice exercises, this comprehensive guide will explain: What your child
will be learning in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade The types of books and passages your child will be reading
The new requirements and the rationale for reading nonfiction texts The focus on finding evidence
and formulating arguments The reasoning behind the Common Core English Language Arts
standards This valuable reference book will give you the confidence to help your kids meet the ELA
expectations for their grade level, excel at school, and prepare for high school and beyond.

7th grade literary devices: Glencoe Literature, Grade 7 St McGraw-Hill Companies, The,



2000-03 State-adopted textbook, 2001-2007, Grade 7.

7th grade literary devices: SWYK on STAAR Reading/Writing Gr. 7, Student Workbook Show
What You Know Publishing, 2013-03-01 Assess student knowledge of the Texas Essential Knowledge
and Skills (TEKS) for Reading and Writing with two full-length Assessments for each subject.
Questions provide students with the necessary practice needed to achieve academic success on
STAAR. Chapters on test-taking strategies and test anxiety build students’ confidence and
test-taking skills. Glossaries familiarize students with vocabulary terms and concepts found on state
proficiency tests. Answers are provided in the Parent/Teacher Edition only.

7th grade literary devices: Call it Courage Lit Links Series Gr. 7-8 ,

7th grade literary devices: Research in Education, 1974

7th grade literary devices: SWYK on STAAR Reading/Writing Gr. 7, Parent/Teacher
Edition Show What You Know Publishing, 2013-03-01 Correlates with the Student Workbook;
Reviews the assessed Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) for Reading and Writing;
Provides correct answers and analyses for the Assessments; Correlation charts and skills charts help
educators track students’ strengths and weaknesses with STAAR. Includes Practice Tutorial CD for
use on screen or IWB.

7th grade literary devices: Writing Strands: Advanced 1 Dave Marks, 2018-01-17 Developed to
give students advanced skills, such as recognizing and using persuasive language, writing reports,
and developing character in creative pieces. Students will learn the process of giving others their
thoughts in written form through three areas: creative, research and reports, and explanatory. Every
exercise will guide them in the development of communication skills they need. Topics addressed in
this one-year course include: Recognizing the three points of view writers use Describing what has
been seen over a period of days and writing a scientific report Understanding the organization of an
explanatory exposition Developing effective characters and conflict in creative writing Identifying
common literary devices in the Bible Understanding why literary devices are used A suggested
schedule is provided, as well as worksheets that are three-hole punched and perforated, and the
addition of a reading and literature component helps students look more deeply into the Bible and
other books they select.

7th grade literary devices: Directory of Distance Learning Opportunities Modoc Press,
Inc., 2003-02-28 This book provides an overview of current K-12 courses and programs offered in
the United States as correspondence study, or via such electronic delivery systems as satellite,
cable, or the Internet. The Directory includes over 6,000 courses offered by 154 institutions or
distance learning consortium members. Following an introduction that describes existing practices
and delivery methods, the Directory offers three indexes: ¢ Subject Index of Courses Offered, by
Level ¢ Course Level Index ¢ Geographic Index All information was supplied by the institutions.
Entries include current contact information, a description of the institution and the courses offered,
grade level and admission information, tuition and fee information, enrollment periods, delivery
information, equipment requirements, credit and grading information, library services, and
accreditation.

7th grade literary devices: Language Arts, Grade 8 Sara Haynes Blackwood, 2016-01-04
Interactive Notebooks: Language Arts for grade 8 is a fun way to teach and reinforce effective note
taking for students. Students become a part of the learning process with activities about textual
evidence, literary devices, theme, analyzing argument, revision and editing, verb moods, and more!
--This book is an essential resource that will guide you through setting up, creating, and maintaining
interactive notebooks for skill retention in the classroom. High-interest and hands-on, interactive
notebooks effectively engage students in learning new concepts. Students are encouraged to
personalize interactive notebooks to fit their specific learning needs by creating fun, colorful pages
for each topic. With this note-taking process, students will learn organization, color coding,
summarizing, and other important skills while creating personalized portfolios of their individual
learning that they can reference throughout the year. --Spanning grades kindergarten to grade 8,
the Interactive Notebooks series focuses on grade-specific math, language arts, or science skills.



Aligned to meet current state standards, every 96-page book in this series offers lesson plans to
keep the process focused. Reproducibles are included to create notebook pages on a variety of
topics, making this series a fun, one-of-a-kind learning experience.

7th grade literary devices: A Survival Guide for New Special Educators Bonnie S.
Billingsley, Mary T. Brownell, Maya Israel, Margaret L. Kamman, 2013-03-08 What every special
education teacher needs to know to survive and thrive A Survival Guide for New Special Educators
provides relevant, practical information for new special education teachers across a broad range of
topic areas. Drawing on the latest research on special educator effectiveness and retention, this
comprehensive, go-to resource addresses the most pressing needs of novice instructors, resource
teachers, and inclusion specialists. Offers research-based, classroom-tested strategies for working
with a variety of special needs students Covers everything from preparing for the new school year to
behavior management, customizing curriculum, creating effective IEPs, and more Billingsley and
Brownell are noted experts in special educator training and support This highly practical book is
filled with checklists, forms, and tools that special educators can use every day to help ensure that
all special needs students get the rich, rewarding education they deserve.

7th grade literary devices: Louisiana Register , 2008
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