
10 doctrines of systematic theology

10 doctrines of systematic theology form the foundation of Christian theological study, offering a

structured approach to understanding biblical truths. Systematic theology seeks to organize religious

doctrines coherently, presenting a comprehensive overview of core Christian beliefs. These doctrines

address fundamental topics such as the nature of God, humanity, salvation, and the end times.

Understanding the 10 doctrines of systematic theology is essential for students, pastors, and anyone

interested in deepening their theological knowledge. This article explores each doctrine with clarity and

detail, emphasizing their significance within the Christian faith. The discussion includes key theological

concepts and related themes, providing a thorough examination of systematic theology’s core

teachings. Below is an outline of the main doctrines that will be covered in this article.

The Doctrine of God (Theology Proper)

The Doctrine of Scripture (Bibliology)

The Doctrine of Creation (Cosmology)

The Doctrine of Humanity (Anthropology)

The Doctrine of Sin (Hamartiology)

The Doctrine of Christ (Christology)

The Doctrine of Salvation (Soteriology)

The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit (Pneumatology)

The Doctrine of the Church (Ecclesiology)



The Doctrine of Last Things (Eschatology)

The Doctrine of God (Theology Proper)

The Doctrine of God, also known as Theology Proper, addresses the existence, nature, and attributes

of God. It is foundational to all other doctrines because it defines who God is and how He relates to

creation. This doctrine explores the concepts of God's omnipotence, omniscience, omnipresence,

holiness, justice, and love. It also discusses the Trinity, which reveals God as one Being in three

Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attributes of God

God’s attributes are essential qualities that describe His character and actions. They are often

categorized as communicable, those that humans can reflect, such as love and mercy, and

incommunicable, those unique to God, such as infinity and immutability. Understanding these attributes

helps believers grasp God’s supreme nature.

The Trinity

The doctrine of the Trinity is central to Christian theology. It teaches that God exists eternally as three

distinct Persons sharing one divine essence. This mystery is crucial for understanding the relationships

within the Godhead and the work of redemption.

The Doctrine of Scripture (Bibliology)

Bibliology focuses on the nature, authority, and inspiration of the Bible. It asserts that Scripture is

God’s revealed Word, fully inspired and without error in its original manuscripts. This doctrine



establishes the Bible as the ultimate authority for faith and practice.

Inspiration and Authority

The doctrine of inspiration affirms that the Holy Spirit superintended the human authors of Scripture,

ensuring the accuracy of the message. Consequently, the Bible holds supreme authority over all

Christian beliefs and behaviors.

Canonicity and Preservation

Bibliology also addresses the recognition of canonical books as divinely inspired and their preservation

throughout history. This assures believers that the Bible they read today faithfully communicates God’s

Word.

The Doctrine of Creation (Cosmology)

Cosmology in systematic theology examines God as the Creator of all things. It teaches that God

created the universe out of nothing (ex nihilo) by His sovereign will and wisdom. This doctrine

highlights God’s power and purpose in creation.

Creation ex Nihilo

This concept means that God brought everything into existence without the use of pre-existing

materials. It underscores God’s absolute sovereignty and the dependence of creation on Him.

The Goodness of Creation

Creation is declared good by God, reflecting His glory and wisdom. This affirms the inherent value of



the physical world and humanity’s role as stewards of creation.

The Doctrine of Humanity (Anthropology)

Anthropology studies the origin, nature, and purpose of human beings. It teaches that humans were

created in the image of God, possessing unique dignity and worth. This doctrine also explores the

nature of the soul and body and humanity’s role in God’s plan.

Imago Dei (Image of God)

The image of God in humanity distinguishes people from the rest of creation. It involves relational,

rational, and moral capacities that enable humans to reflect God’s character.

Human Purpose

Human beings are created to glorify God and enjoy a personal relationship with Him. This purpose

shapes Christian ethics and life goals.

The Doctrine of Sin (Hamartiology)

Hamartiology examines the nature and consequences of sin. It teaches that sin originated with the

disobedience of Adam and Eve, resulting in humanity’s fallen state. Sin separates humans from God

and affects every aspect of life.

Original Sin

Original sin refers to the inherited sinful nature passed down from the first humans. This doctrine

explains why all people are born with a tendency toward sin and moral failure.



Consequences of Sin

Sin leads to spiritual death, alienation from God, and eternal separation unless forgiven. It also affects

human relationships and the created order.

The Doctrine of Christ (Christology)

Christology focuses on the person and work of Jesus Christ. It teaches that Christ is fully God and fully

man, uniquely qualified to accomplish salvation. This doctrine explores Jesus’ incarnation, life, death,

resurrection, and exaltation.

The Hypostatic Union

This term describes the union of divine and human natures in the one person of Jesus Christ. It is

essential for understanding His ability to mediate between God and humanity.

The Work of Christ

Christ’s work includes His atoning death on the cross, resurrection from the dead, and ongoing

intercession for believers. These acts provide the basis for salvation.

The Doctrine of Salvation (Soteriology)

Soteriology addresses how sinners are saved through Jesus Christ. It explains concepts such as

justification, sanctification, regeneration, and glorification. Salvation is understood as a gift of grace

through faith.



Justification by Faith

This doctrine teaches that believers are declared righteous before God by faith in Christ, not by works.

It is the cornerstone of Protestant theology.

Sanctification and Glorification

Sanctification is the process of growing in holiness, while glorification is the final transformation of

believers into Christ’s likeness. Both are integral to the salvation experience.

The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit (Pneumatology)

Pneumatology studies the person and work of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the third Person of the

Trinity, actively involved in convicting the world of sin, regenerating believers, and empowering the

church.

The Role of the Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit indwells believers, guiding them in truth and equipping them with spiritual gifts for

ministry and service.

Fruit and Gifts of the Spirit

The Spirit produces godly character traits known as the fruit of the Spirit and bestows various spiritual

gifts to build up the church.



The Doctrine of the Church (Ecclesiology)

Ecclesiology examines the nature, purpose, and organization of the church. It teaches that the church

is the body of Christ, a community of believers called to worship, fellowship, and mission.

The Universal and Local Church

The universal church consists of all true believers worldwide, while local churches are specific

congregations where believers gather for worship and ministry.

Ordinances and Leadership

The church observes ordinances such as baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Leadership structures,

including pastors and elders, provide spiritual oversight and guidance.

The Doctrine of Last Things (Eschatology)

Eschatology deals with the study of end times and final events, including the second coming of Christ,

resurrection, judgment, and the eternal state. It provides hope and assurance for believers concerning

God’s ultimate plan.

The Second Coming of Christ

Christ will return visibly and gloriously to judge the living and the dead, establishing God’s kingdom

fully.



Heaven, Hell, and the New Creation

Eschatology teaches the eternal destinies of believers and unbelievers, as well as the renewal of the

entire creation into a new heaven and new earth.
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Frequently Asked Questions



What are the 10 doctrines of systematic theology?

The 10 doctrines of systematic theology typically include Theology Proper (Doctrine of God),

Christology (Doctrine of Christ), Pneumatology (Doctrine of the Holy Spirit), Anthropology (Doctrine of

Man), Hamartiology (Doctrine of Sin), Soteriology (Doctrine of Salvation), Ecclesiology (Doctrine of the

Church), Eschatology (Doctrine of Last Things), Bibliology (Doctrine of Scripture), and Angelology

(Doctrine of Angels).

Why are the 10 doctrines important in systematic theology?

The 10 doctrines provide a structured framework to study and understand the core beliefs of the

Christian faith systematically, ensuring a comprehensive and coherent theological perspective.

How does the doctrine of Theology Proper differ from Christology?

Theology Proper focuses on the nature and attributes of God the Father, while Christology specifically

studies the person and work of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

What is the focus of Pneumatology among the 10 doctrines?

Pneumatology is the study of the Holy Spirit, including His nature, role in the Trinity, and work in the

lives of believers and the church.

How is Anthropology addressed within the 10 doctrines of systematic

theology?

Anthropology deals with the doctrine of man, exploring human nature, the image of God in humanity,

and the effects of the Fall on mankind.

What role does Soteriology play in the 10 doctrines of systematic

theology?

Soteriology is the study of salvation, examining how humans are saved through Jesus Christ, including



concepts like grace, atonement, justification, and sanctification.

Can the 10 doctrines of systematic theology vary among different

Christian traditions?

Yes, while the core doctrines are generally consistent, different Christian traditions may emphasize or

interpret some doctrines differently based on theological perspectives and denominational distinctives.

Additional Resources

1.


