12 million black voices summary

12 million black voices summary offers an insightful exploration of African
American life during the early 20th century, conveying the struggles, hopes,
and cultural identity of black communities in the United States. This summary
delves into the unique narrative style of the original work, which combines
poetry, prose, and powerful imagery to present a vivid portrait of 12 million
African Americans. The text highlights themes such as racial discrimination,
economic hardship, resilience, and the quest for equality. Through this
article, readers will gain a comprehensive understanding of the historical
context, literary significance, and social impact of the work. The following
sections outline the main aspects covered in this 12 million black voices
summary, providing a structured and detailed overview.

e Background and Historical Context
e Author and Artistic Collaboration
e Structure and Literary Style

e Themes and Key Messages

e Impact and Legacy

Background and Historical Context

The 12 million black voices summary begins with an examination of the socio-
political environment in which the work was created. Published in 1941, the
original piece reflects the realities of African American life during the
Great Depression and the pre-Civil Rights era. At this time, black Americans
faced systemic racism, segregation, and limited economic opportunities. The
work captures the collective experiences of millions of African Americans,
who were navigating both oppression and the search for identity within a
segregated society.

This historical backdrop is essential to understanding the powerful
narratives embedded in the text. The Great Migration, in which millions of
African Americans moved from the rural South to urban centers in the North,
also significantly influences the content. The movement brought both hope and
new challenges, themes that are intricately woven throughout the original
work.

The Great Depression and Its Effects
The economic collapse of the 1930s disproportionately affected black



communities, exacerbating poverty and unemployment. The original work
illustrates these hardships with vivid descriptions and emotional depth,
presenting the resilience and endurance of African Americans during this
turbulent period.

Segregation and Racial Inequality

Legalized segregation and widespread discrimination formed a constant
backdrop to daily life. The 12 million black voices summary highlights how
these systemic barriers influenced the social and economic realities of black
Americans, shaping their collective identity and struggle.

Author and Artistic Collaboration

The 12 million black voices summary also provides insight into the creators
behind the original work. The project was a collaboration between writer
Richard Wright and photographer and graphic artist Edwin Rosskam. Wright, a
prominent African American author, used his literary skills to craft poignant
text that captures the essence of black experience. Rosskam's photographs
complemented the narrative with compelling visual documentation.

This collaboration was groundbreaking in its fusion of literary and visual
arts to portray African American life authentically and powerfully. The
synergy between Wright’s evocative words and Rosskam’s imagery elevated the
work into a multifaceted artistic expression.

Richard Wright’s Role and Influence

Richard Wright was already an influential figure in African American
literature by the time of this work’s publication. His contributions to the
project reflect his commitment to social justice and his ability to
articulate the African American experience with clarity and emotional
intensity.

Edwin Rosskam’s Photographic Contribution

Rosskam’s photography provided a visual narrative that enhanced the literary
text. His images documented everyday life, work, and community scenes,
reinforcing the themes of struggle and resilience present in the writing.

Structure and Literary Style

The 12 million black voices summary explores the unique structure and
literary style of the original work. The text is not a conventional narrative
but a blend of poetry, prose, and documentary photography. This hybrid form



allows for an immersive experience that conveys both the emotional and
factual dimensions of black life.

The use of poetic language imbues the work with a rhythmic and evocative
quality, while the prose sections provide clarity and context. The
interspersing of photographs creates a dynamic interplay between words and
images, making the work a pioneering example of multimedia storytelling in
its era.

Poetry and Prose Integration

The alternation between poetic passages and straightforward prose enables a
nuanced exploration of complex themes. Poetry offers a lyrical and symbolic
expression of feelings and experiences, while prose delivers concrete
descriptions and narrative progression.

Visual Storytelling through Photography

Photographic elements serve not only as illustrations but as integral
components that deepen the reader’s understanding. The images depict real-
life scenes, fostering an empathetic connection and reinforcing the
authenticity of the narrative.

Themes and Key Messages

The 12 million black voices summary identifies several central themes that
define the work’s message. These include racial injustice, economic struggle,
cultural pride, and the enduring spirit of African American communities. The
work portrays the harsh realities faced by black Americans while also
emphasizing resilience and hope for a better future.

Racial Injustice and Oppression

The text confronts issues of segregation, discrimination, and violence
experienced by African Americans. It exposes the systemic barriers that
hindered social and economic mobility, making a compelling case for equality
and civil rights.

Economic Hardship and Labor

Economic struggle is a recurring motif, highlighting the challenges of
unemployment, low wages, and poor working conditions. The work draws
attention to the labor contributions of black Americans and their fight for
dignity and fair treatment.



Cultural Identity and Pride

Despite adversity, the work celebrates black culture, heritage, and community
strength. It acknowledges the importance of cultural expression as a source
of resilience and empowerment for African Americans.

Hope and Resilience

Underlying the narrative is a message of endurance and optimism. The work
suggests that through solidarity and determination, African Americans can
overcome oppression and achieve social progress.

Impact and Legacy

The 12 million black voices summary concludes by examining the lasting impact
and legacy of the original work. As a pioneering effort in combining
literature and photography to address social issues, it influenced subsequent
generations of artists and activists. The work contributed to raising
awareness about racial inequality and inspired dialogue around civil rights.

Its innovative format and powerful content continue to be studied in academic
and literary circles, underscoring its significance as both a historical
document and an artistic achievement.

Influence on Civil Rights Literature

The work helped pave the way for future African American writers and
activists by articulating the black experience with honesty and artistic
sophistication. It provided a model for socially conscious literature that
combines aesthetic expression with political engagement.

Continued Relevance

Decades after its publication, the themes addressed remain pertinent.
Discussions of racial justice and equality still draw on the foundational
insights offered by the work, making it a vital reference point in American
cultural history.

e Historical backdrop of African American life during the 1930s and 1940s

e Collaboration between Richard Wright’s writing and Edwin Rosskam’s
photography

e Innovative combination of poetry, prose, and visual storytelling



e Exploration of themes such as racial injustice, economic hardship, and
cultural pride

e Significant influence on civil rights literature and ongoing cultural
discussions

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of '12 Million Black Voices'?

'12 Million Black Voices' explores the struggles, resilience, and everyday
lives of African Americans during the Great Depression, highlighting systemic
racism and economic hardship.

Who authored '12 Million Black Voices' and when was
it published?

'12 Million Black Voices' was written by Richard Wright and published in
1941.

What literary style is used in '12 Million Black
Voices'?

‘12 Million Black Voices' combines prose, poetry, and photography to create a
powerful narrative about African American experiences.

How does '12 Million Black Voices' depict the impact
of the Great Depression on African Americans?

The book portrays the severe economic hardships, discrimination, and social
injustices faced by African Americans during the Great Depression,
emphasizing their resilience and community strength.

Why is '12 Million Black Voices' considered an
important work in American literature?

‘12 Million Black Voices' is significant because it provides a vivid,
empathetic portrayal of African American life during a pivotal era in U.S.
history, combining art and social commentary to raise awareness about racial
inequality.



Additional Resources

1. Native Son by Richard Wright

This powerful novel explores the systemic racism and social injustices faced
by African Americans in the early 20th century. It follows the life of Bigger
Thomas, a young black man living in Chicago, whose experiences highlight the
oppressive structures of society. Richard Wright’s vivid storytelling shines
a light on the struggles and resilience of black communities.

2. Black Boy by Richard Wright

An autobiographical work, this book delves into Wright’s own experiences
growing up in the Jim Crow South. It portrays the harsh realities of racism,
poverty, and violence, while also emphasizing the author’s quest for identity
and self-expression. The narrative offers a poignant look at the
psychological and social challenges faced by African Americans.

3. The Souls of Black Folk by W.E.B. Du Bois

A seminal work in African American literature, this collection of essays
addresses the complexities of black identity and the meaning of freedom post-
Reconstruction. Du Bois introduces the concept of “double consciousness,”
describing the internal conflict experienced by African Americans in a
racially divided society. The book combines historical analysis with personal
reflection and cultural critique.

4. Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison

This novel tells the story of an unnamed black protagonist who feels socially
invisible in a racially prejudiced America. Through his journey, the book
explores themes of identity, individuality, and the search for meaning.
Ellison’s narrative style and symbolism provide deep insight into the African
American experience in the mid-20th century.

5. Up From Slavery by Booker T. Washington

An autobiography recounting Washington’s life from slavery to becoming a
leading African American educator and leader. The book emphasizes themes of
self-help, education, and perseverance as pathways to racial uplift. It
offers valuable historical context regarding black progress and challenges
during the post-Civil War era.

6. The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin

This collection of essays examines race relations in America during the 1960s
with profound clarity and urgency. Baldwin addresses the continuing legacy of
racism and calls for understanding and justice. His eloquent prose captures
the emotional and political tensions of the civil rights movement.

7. Go Tell It on the Mountain by James Baldwin

A semi-autobiographical novel that explores the role of the church and
religion in the African American community. It centers on a young boy’s
coming of age in Harlem and the spiritual and social conflicts he faces.
Baldwin’'s work delves into family dynamics, identity, and the search for
redemption.



8. Black Reconstruction in America by W.E.B. Du Bois

This historical study challenges prevailing narratives about the
Reconstruction era following the Civil War. Du Bois highlights the
significant contributions of African Americans in rebuilding the nation and
argues against the vilification of black political participation. The book is
both a scholarly work and a passionate call for racial justice.

9. Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases by Ida B. Wells

A groundbreaking investigative work exposing the brutal realities of lynching
in the American South. Wells documents numerous cases and challenges the
myths used to justify racial violence. Her courageous activism and detailed
reporting played a crucial role in raising awareness about racial terror.
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12 million black voices summary: The Disciplinary Frame John Tagg, 2009 How do
photographs gain their meaning and power? John Tagg claims that, to answer this question, we must
look at the ways in which everything that frames photography - the discourse that surrounds it and
the institutions that circulate it - determines what counts as truth.

12 million black voices summary: The Paralysis of Analysis in African American Studies
Stephen Ferguson II, 2023-09-21 Stephen C. Ferguson II provides a philosophical examination of
Black popular culture for the first time. From extensive discussion of the philosophy and political
economy of Hip-Hop music through to a developed exploration of the influence of the
postmodernism-poststructuralist ideology on African American studies, he argues how
postmodernism ideology plays a seminal role in justifying the relationship between corporate
capitalism and Black popular culture. Chapters cover topics such as cultural populism, capitalism
and Black liberation, the philosophy of Hip-Hop music, and Harold Cruse's influence on the “cultural
turn” in African American studies. Ferguson combines case studies of past and contemporary Black
cultural and intellectual productions with a Marxist ideological critique to provide a cutting edge
reflection on the economic structure in which Black popular culture emerged. He highlights the
contradictions that are central to the juxtaposition of Black cultural artists as political participants in
socioeconomic struggle and the political participants who perform the rigorous task of social
criticism. Adopting capitalism as an explanatory framework, Ferguson investigates the relationship
between postmodernism as social theory, current manifestations of Black popular culture, and the
theoretical work of Black thinkers and scholars to demonstrate how African American studies have
been shaped.

12 million black voices summary: Connections and Influence in the Russian and
American Short Story Jeff Birkenstein, Robert C. Hauhart, 2021-03-10 In Connections and
Influence in the Russian and American Short Story, editors Robert C. Hauhart and Jeff Birkenstein
have assembled a collection of eighteen original essays written by literary critics from around the
globe. Collectively, these critics argue that the reciprocal influence between Russian and American
writers is integral to the development of the short story in each country as well as vital to the global
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status the contemporary short story has attained. This collection provides original analyses of both
well-known Russian and American stories as well as some that might be more unfamiliar. Each essay
is purposely crafted to display an appreciation of the techniques, subject matter, themes, and
approaches that both Russian and American short story writers explored across borders and time.
Stories by Gogol, Dostoevsky, Turgenev, Chekhov, and Krzhizhanovsky as well as short stories by
Washington Irving, Faulkner, Langston Hughes, Richard Wright, Ursula Le Guin, Raymond Carver,
and Joyce Carol Oates populate this essential, multivalent collection. Perhaps more important now
than at any time since the end of the Cold War, these essays will remind readers how much Russian
and American culture share, as well as the extent to which their respective literatures are deeply
intertwined.

12 million black voices summary: The Souls of Black Folk Dolan Hubbard, 2007 Published in
1903, The Souls of Black Folk by W. E. B. Du Bois was an immediate achievement. More than a
hundred years later, the influence of Du Bois's critique of the political, social, and economic
encumbrances imposed upon blacks in Reconstruction and post-Reconstruction America can still be
felt. The Souls of Black Folk One Hundred Years Later is the first collection of essays to examine Du
Bois's work from a variety of academic perspectives, including aesthetics, art history,
communications, music, political science, psychology, history, and the classics. Scholars, teachers,
and students of American studies and African American studies will find this collection an essential
overview of a book that changed the course of American intellectual history.

12 million black voices summary: Voices of a People's History of the United States
Howard Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2004 Letter, poems, speeches, and essays are collected in this book
that tells the story of the United States from the perspective of people left out of history books, such
as women, workers, Native Americans, and Latinos. Original. 60,000 first printing.

12 million black voices summary: The World of Richard Wright Fabre, Michel, 1985
Wide-ranging essays in which Wright's biographer probes the career, ideology, complex life, and
achievements of America's premier black writer. A major contribution to Wright studies -Keneth
Kinnamon. Full of insights into cultural history and radical politics, race relations, and literary
connections . . . sets a high standard for scholarship to come -Werner Sollors

12 million black voices summary: Black American Writers, Bibliographical Essays, vol 2:

Richard Wright, Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin & Amiri Baraka NA NA, 2015-12-22
12 million black voices summary: Photography and the Black Arts Movement, 1955-1985

Philip Brookman, Deborah Willis, 2025-09-16 Featuring more than 100 artists, this landmark book
charts the intricate connections between photography and the Black Arts Movement The Black Arts
Movement brought together writers, filmmakers, and visual artists who were exploring ways of
using art to advance civil rights and Black self-determination. This book examines the vital role of
photography in the evolution of the Black Arts Movement, revealing how photographs operated
across art, community building, journalism, and political messaging to contribute to the development
of a distinctly Black art and culture. Works by Romare Bearden, Dawoud Bey, Kwame Brathwaite,
Samuel Fosso, Jeanne Moutoussamy-Ashe, Gordon Parks, Juan Sanchez, Robert A. Sengstacke,
Lorna Simpson, Ming Smith, and Carrie Mae Weems, among dozens of other celebrated and
underappreciated artists, span documentary and fashion photography, portraiture, collage,
installation, performance, and video. Pictured luminaries include Miles Davis, Mahalia Jackson,
Martin Luther King, Jr., Bob Marley, Nina Simone, Malcolm X, and many more. The book’s essays by
distinguished scholars focus on topics such as women and the movement, community, activism, and
Black photojournalism. Taking an expansive approach, the authors consider the complex connections
between American artists and the African diaspora and the dynamic interchange of pan-African
ideas that propelled the movement. Authoritative and beautifully illustrated, this is the definitive
volume on photography and the Black Arts Movement. Published in association with the National
Gallery of Art, Washington Exhibition Schedule: National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC (September
21, 2025-January 4, 2026) J. Paul Getty Museum, Los Angeles, CA (February 24-May 24, 2026)
Mississippi Museum of Art, Jackson, MS (July 25-November 1, 2026)



12 million black voices summary: The Education of Blacks in the South, 1860-1935
James D. Anderson, 2010-01-27 James Anderson critically reinterprets the history of southern black
education from Reconstruction to the Great Depression. By placing black schooling within a political,
cultural, and economic context, he offers fresh insights into black commitment to education, the
peculiar significance of Tuskegee Institute, and the conflicting goals of various philanthropic groups,
among other matters. Initially, ex-slaves attempted to create an educational system that would
support and extend their emancipation, but their children were pushed into a system of industrial
education that presupposed black political and economic subordination. This conception of
education and social order--supported by northern industrial philanthropists, some black educators,
and most southern school officials--conflicted with the aspirations of ex-slaves and their
descendants, resulting at the turn of the century in a bitter national debate over the purposes of
black education. Because blacks lacked economic and political power, white elites were able to
control the structure and content of black elementary, secondary, normal, and college education
during the first third of the twentieth century. Nonetheless, blacks persisted in their struggle to
develop an educational system in accordance with their own needs and desires.

12 million black voices summary: Race, Ethnicity, and Gender Joseph F. Healey, Eileen
O'Brien, 2007-05-08 The Second Edition of Race, Ethnicity, and Gender: Selected Readings offers
comprehensive, varied, and highly readable views of the problems of racism and sexism in American
society. Editors Joseph F. Healey and Eileen T. O'Brien present a variety of perspectives on some of
the most pressing problems facing American society: racism and prejudice, inequality and
discrimination, and assimilation and pluralism. This new edition includes historical perspectives,
case studies of minority groups, a strong emphasis on gender, clashing perspectives on
contemporary problems, and a chapter on solutions.

12 million black voices summary: Gothic to Multicultural A. Robert Lee, 2009 Gothic to
Multicultural: Idioms of Imagining in American Literary Fiction, twenty-three essays each carefully
revised from the past four decades, explores both range and individual register. The collection opens
with considerations of gothic as light and dark in Charles Brockden Brown, war and peace in Cooper
s The Spy, Antarctica as world-genesis in Poe s The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym, the link of The
Custom House and main text in Hawthorne s The Scarlet Letter, reflexive codings in Melville s
Moby-Dick and The Confidence-Man, Henry James Hawthorne as self-mirroring biography, and
Stephen Crane s working of his Civil War episode in The Red Badge of Courage. Two composite
lineages address apocalypse in African American fiction and landscape in women s authorship from
Sarah Orne Jewett to Leslie Marmon Silko. There follow culture and anarchy in Henry James The
Princess Casamassima, text-into-film in Edith Wharton s The Age of Innocence, modernist stylings in
Fitzgerald, Faulkner and Hemingway, and roman noir in Cornell Woolrich. The collection then turns
to the limitations of protest categorization for Richard Wright and Chester Himes, autofiction in J.D.
Salinger s The Catcher in the Rye, and the novel of ideas in Robert Penn Warren s late fiction. Three
closing essays take up multicultural genealogy, Harlem, then the Black South, in African American
fiction, and the reclamation of voice in Native American fiction. A. Robert Lee is Professor of
American Literature at Nihon University, Tokyo, having previously taught at the University of Kent,
UK. His publications include Designs of Blackness: Mappings in the Literature and Culture of
Afro-America (1998), Multicultural American Fiction: Comparative Black, Native, Latino/a and Asian
American Fictions (2003), which won the American Book Award for 2004, Japan Textures: Sight and
Word, with Mark Gresham (2007), and United States: Re-viewing Multicultural American Literature
(2008).

12 million black voices summary: American Hungers Gavin Jones, 2009-10-12 Social anxiety
about poverty surfaces with startling frequency in American literature. Yet, as Gavin Jones argues,
poverty has been denied its due as a critical and ideological framework in its own right, despite
recent interest in representations of the lower classes and the marginalized. These insights lay the
groundwork for American Hungers, in which Jones uncovers a complex and controversial discourse
on the poor that stretches from the antebellum era through the Depression. Reading writers such as



Herman Melville, Theodore Dreiser, Edith Wharton, James Agee, and Richard Wright in their
historical contexts, Jones explores why they succeeded where literary critics have fallen short. These
authors acknowledged a poverty that was as aesthetically and culturally significant as it was socially
and materially real. They confronted the ideological dilemmas of approaching poverty while giving
language to the marginalized poor--the beggars, tramps, sharecroppers, and factory workers who
form a persistent segment of American society. Far from peripheral, poverty emerges at the center
of national debates about social justice, citizenship, and minority identity. And literature becomes a
crucial tool to understand an economic and cultural condition that is at once urgent and elusive
because it cuts across the categories of race, gender, and class by which we conventionally
understand social difference. Combining social theory with literary analysis, American Hungers
masterfully brings poverty into the mainstream critical idiom.

12 million black voices summary: Reassessing the 1930s South Karen Cox, Sarah Gardner,
2018-05-18 Much of American popular culture depicts the 1930s South either as home to a
population that was intellectually, morally, and physically stunted, or as a romantic, sentimentalized
haven untouched by the nation’s financial troubles. Though these images stand as polar opposites,
each casts the South as an exceptional region that stood separate from American norms.
Reassessing the 1930s South brings together historians, art critics, and literary scholars to provide a
new social and cultural history of the Great Depression South that moves beyond common
stereotypes of the region. Essays by Steven Knepper, Anthony ]J. Stanonis, and Bryan A. Giemza
delve into the literary culture of the 1930s South and the multiple ways authors such as Sterling
Brown, Tennessee Williams, and E. P. O’Donnell represented the region to outsiders. Lisa Dorrill and
Robert W. Haynes explore connections between artists and the South in essays on New Deal murals
and southern dramatists on Broadway. Rejecting traditional views of southern resistance to
modernization, Douglas E. Thompson and Ted Atkinson survey the cultural impacts of technological
advancement and industrialization. Emily Senefeld, Scott L. Matthews, Rebecca Sharpless, and
Melissa Walker compare public representations of the South in the 1930s to the circumstances of
everyday life. Finally, Ella Howard, Nicholas Roland, and Robert Hunt Ferguson examine the ways
southern governments and activists shaped racial perceptions and realities in Georgia, Texas, and
Tennessee. Reassessing the 1930s South provides an interpretation that focuses on the region’s
embrace of technological innovation, promotion of government-sponsored programs of
modernization, rejection of the plantation legend of the late nineteenth century, and
experimentation with unionism and interracialism. Taken collectively, these essays provide a better
understanding of the region’s identity, both real and perceived, as well as how southerners grappled
with modernity during a decade of uncertainty and economic hardship.

12 million black voices summary: Voices of a People's History of the United States, 10th
Anniversary Edition Howard Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2014-12-23 Selected testimonies to living
history—speeches, letters, poems, songs—offered by the people who make history happen, but are
often left out of history books: women, workers, nonwhites. Featuring introductions to the original
texts by Howard Zinn. New voices featured in this 10th Anniversary Edition include Chelsea
Manning, speaking after her 35-year prison sentence); Naomi Klein, speaking from the Occupy Wall
Street encampment in Liberty Square; a member of Dream Defenders, a youth organization that
confronts systemic racial inequality; members of the Undocumented Youth movement, who
occupied, marched, and demonstrated in support of the DREAM Act; a member of the Day Laborers
movement; Chicago Teachers Union strikers; and several critics of the Obama administration,
including Glenn Greenwald, on governmental secrecy.

12 million black voices summary: Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow Jacqueline Jones,
2009-12-29 The forces that shaped the institution of slavery in the American South endured, albeit in
altered form, long after slavery was abolished. Toiling in sweltering Virginia tobacco factories or in
the kitchens of white families in Chicago, black women felt a stultifying combination of racial
discrimination and sexual prejudice. And yet, in their efforts to sustain family ties, they shared a
common purpose with wives and mothers of all classes. In Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow, historian



Jacqueline Jones offers a powerful account of the changing role of black women, lending a voice to
an unsung struggle from the depths of slavery to the ongoing fight for civil rights.

12 million black voices summary: Five Photo-textual Documentaries from the Great
Depression John Rogers Puckett, 1984

12 million black voices summary: CRM , 2003

12 million black voices summary: CliffsNotes on Ellison's Invisible Man Durthy A.
Washington, 2009-05-18 The original CliffsNotes study guides offer expert commentary on major
themes, plots, characters, literary devices, and historical background. The latest generation of titles
in this series also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic, familiar
format. With CliffsNotes on Invisible Man, you accompany a young black man in Harlem during his
process of self-discovery and individuality. Through a difficult passage into manhood, author Ralph
Ellison writes of the alienation of humans in everyday life, yet remains whole and optimistic. This
concise supplement to Ellison's Invisible Man helps you understand the overall structure of the
novel, actions and motivations of the characters, and the social and cultural perspectives of the
author. In addition to chapter-by chapter summaries and commentaries, other features include
Character analyses of major players A character map that graphically illustrates the relationships
among the characters Critical essays on the novel's symbolism and setting, profiles of leadership,
and more A review section that tests your knowledge Background of the author, including career
highlights and literary influences Classic literature or modern-day treasure—you'll understand it all
with expert information and insight from CliffsNotes study guides.

12 million black voices summary: Everyday Peacebuilding through Democratic Political
Education Stephen L. Esquith, 2025-06-14 Everyday peacebuilding through democratic political
education is a necessary but not sufficient condition for limiting negative political emotions such as
anger, fear, and resentment, and for cultivating the political virtues needed for an alternative, more
democratic orientation towards power: one that values and exercises power with other members of
emergent political communities, not power over them. These demotic political virtues include
self-restraint, resistance, humility, respect for the civic dignity of others, non-violent protest, and the
radical poise needed to cultivate and coordinate this constellation of political virtues. For those who
have been forcibly displaced or are only dimly aware of their complicity in this type of political
violence, to maintain a radically poised stance is a continuing process of democratic political
education. This book demonstrates how this notion of Radical Poise in theory and practice can be
developed through a hybrid process of political education in one country, Mali, to contest the growth
of violence and fear there and elsewhere.

12 million black voices summary: The Book Review Digest , 2007
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