
2019 ap european history frq
2019 ap european history frq represents a critical component of the Advanced
Placement European History examination, designed to assess students'
analytical and historical writing skills. This particular exam requires
students to respond to Free Response Questions (FRQs) that focus on European
history topics, demanding a thorough understanding of historical events,
trends, and interpretations. The 2019 AP European History FRQ set covered
significant periods and themes, challenging students to demonstrate their
knowledge of political, social, economic, and cultural developments in
Europe. This article provides an in-depth analysis of the 2019 AP European
History FRQ, including the structure of the questions, key topics addressed,
and effective strategies for answering them. Additionally, the discussion
explores the historical context behind the questions and offers insights into
how students can optimize their responses for higher scores. By examining the
2019 AP European History FRQ thoroughly, students and educators can better
prepare for future exams and deepen their understanding of European history.
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Overview of the 2019 AP European History FRQ
The 2019 AP European History FRQ section consisted of several questions
designed to evaluate students' ability to analyze primary and secondary
sources, construct historical arguments, and make connections across
different time periods and themes. These questions required concise yet
comprehensive responses built on evidence and critical thinking. The exam
tested knowledge across a broad span of European history, including the
Renaissance, Reformation, Enlightenment, Industrial Revolution, and modern
political movements. Understanding the format and expectations of the 2019 AP
European History FRQ is essential for mastering the exam and improving essay-
writing skills within the context of AP history courses.

Format and Structure
The 2019 AP European History FRQ section typically included a Document-Based



Question (DBQ) and several Long Essay Questions (LEQs). The DBQ required
students to analyze a set of historical documents and use them to support a
well-structured argument. The LEQs demanded in-depth essays focusing on
specific historical themes or developments.

Scoring Criteria
Essays were graded based on thesis clarity, use of evidence, historical
accuracy, and analytical skills. The College Board emphasized the importance
of addressing all parts of the question, organizing coherent arguments, and
integrating relevant examples from European history.

Detailed Analysis of Each FRQ Prompt
The 2019 AP European History FRQ prompts covered a range of historical
topics, each requiring a nuanced understanding of specific events and their
broader implications. Analyzing these prompts provides valuable insight into
the types of questions students can expect and how to approach them
effectively.

Document-Based Question (DBQ)
The DBQ prompt in 2019 focused on a particular period or theme in European
history, such as the impact of the Enlightenment on political revolutions or
the effects of industrialization on social structures. Students had to
interpret multiple documents, identify perspectives, and synthesize
information to build a compelling argument.

Long Essay Questions (LEQs)
The LEQs required students to write extended responses on topics such as the
causes and consequences of the French Revolution, the role of nationalism in
19th-century Europe, or the cultural shifts during the Renaissance. These
essays tested students’ ability to formulate a clear thesis and support it
with detailed historical evidence.

Historical Context and Themes Covered
The 2019 AP European History FRQ encompassed significant historical themes,
providing a comprehensive overview of transformative periods in European
history. Understanding these contexts is crucial for crafting informed and
accurate responses.



Political Revolutions and Reform Movements
Prominent in the 2019 FRQs were questions related to revolutionary movements
such as the French Revolution, the 1848 Revolutions, and the unification of
Germany and Italy. These events highlight the struggle for political power,
democracy, and national identity in Europe.

Economic and Social Changes
The FRQs also addressed the Industrial Revolution’s impact, exploring how
technological advancements reshaped European societies, economies, and class
structures. These questions emphasized the consequences of urbanization,
labor movements, and economic modernization.

Cultural and Intellectual Developments
Another key theme involved the Enlightenment, Renaissance humanism, and the
spread of new ideas that challenged traditional authority. These intellectual
movements influenced political thought, religious reform, and cultural
expression across Europe.

Strategies for Answering the 2019 FRQs
Effectively
Success on the 2019 AP European History FRQ requires a strategic approach to
reading, planning, and writing. Employing effective techniques can
significantly enhance the quality of responses and improve exam scores.

Careful Reading and Analysis
Students should begin by thoroughly reading each prompt and any accompanying
documents, identifying key terms, time periods, and the specific tasks
required. Annotating the prompt and documents helps clarify the question’s
focus and relevant evidence.

Constructing a Clear Thesis
A strong thesis statement is essential for guiding the essay. It should
directly address the prompt, present a clear argument, and set the tone for
the analysis. Each paragraph should relate back to this thesis to maintain
coherence.



Using Evidence Effectively
Incorporating specific examples from European history is vital. For the DBQ,
citing and analyzing documents is critical, while in LEQs, detailed knowledge
of events, dates, and figures strengthens the argument. Avoid generalizations
by providing precise evidence.

Organizing the Essay
Logical organization improves readability and argument strength. Essays
should have an introduction, body paragraphs each focusing on a distinct
point, and a conclusion that reinforces the thesis. Transitions between
paragraphs aid in maintaining flow.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them
The 2019 AP European History FRQ presented various challenges for students,
ranging from time management to content recall. Recognizing these obstacles
and applying targeted strategies can enhance performance.

Time Management
One common difficulty is allocating sufficient time for planning, writing,
and revising essays. Students should practice timed writing exercises and
develop an outline quickly to organize thoughts before composing paragraphs.

Interpreting Documents
For the DBQ, understanding the perspective, purpose, and context of each
document can be challenging. Close reading and critical thinking help
identify biases and relevance, allowing for more insightful analysis.

Balancing Breadth and Depth
Students often struggle with covering enough material without sacrificing
depth of analysis. Prioritizing the most relevant evidence and elaborating on
key points ensures a balanced essay that satisfies scoring criteria.

Maintaining Clarity and Focus
Staying on topic throughout the essay is crucial. Avoiding tangents and
repetitive statements keeps the argument focused and concise, which is
favored by graders.



Helpful Tips for Improvement

Practice writing essays under timed conditions to simulate exam
pressure.

Review past FRQs and scoring guidelines from the College Board.

Develop a strong understanding of major European historical themes and
periods.

Engage in peer review or instructor feedback to refine writing skills.

Use outlines to organize evidence and arguments before writing.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main themes addressed in the 2019 AP
European History FRQ?
The 2019 AP European History FRQ focused on themes such as political
ideologies, social changes, economic developments, and cultural movements in
Europe from the late 18th century through the 19th century.

How did the 2019 AP European History FRQ assess
students' understanding of nationalism?
The FRQ asked students to analyze the rise and impact of nationalism in
Europe, requiring them to explain its effects on political unification and
social cohesion in various European countries during the 19th century.

What skills were primarily tested in the 2019 AP
European History FRQ?
The FRQ tested skills such as document analysis, chronological reasoning,
comparison of historical developments, and constructing coherent historical
arguments supported by evidence.

How did students demonstrate their knowledge of
industrialization in the 2019 AP European History
FRQ?
Students were asked to evaluate the causes and consequences of
industrialization in Europe, including its social, economic, and political



impacts, using both primary and secondary source evidence.

What role did liberalism play in the 2019 AP
European History FRQ prompts?
Liberalism was a central theme, with students required to discuss its
influence on political reforms, revolutions, and social movements across
Europe during the 19th century.

In what ways did the 2019 AP European History FRQ
address the concept of conservatism?
The FRQ included prompts that asked students to assess the conservative
reaction to revolutionary movements and liberal reforms, focusing on policies
and ideologies aimed at preserving traditional social and political
structures.

How were social class dynamics explored in the 2019
AP European History FRQ?
The FRQ required students to analyze the changing roles and tensions among
different social classes, especially the bourgeoisie, working class, and
aristocracy, during periods of industrialization and political upheaval.

What strategies helped students effectively answer
the 2019 AP European History FRQ?
Successful strategies included thorough document analysis, clear thesis
statements, using specific historical examples, addressing all parts of the
question, and demonstrating understanding of broader historical contexts.

How does the 2019 AP European History FRQ reflect
broader exam trends in recent years?
The 2019 FRQ reflects a trend toward integrating multiple skills such as
sourcing, contextualization, and synthesis, as well as an emphasis on
thematic understanding across political, social, and economic history.

Additional Resources
1. The Pursuit of Power: Europe 1815-1914
This comprehensive book by Richard J. Evans explores the complex political,
social, and economic transformations in Europe leading up to World War I. It
provides essential context for understanding the forces shaping 19th-century
European history, which is critical for answering FRQs related to
nationalism, imperialism, and industrialization. The detailed analysis of



diplomatic history and social movements makes it a valuable resource for AP
European History students.

2. Europe Since Napoleon
David Thomson’s classic work covers European history from the Napoleonic era
through the 20th century, offering insights into the long-term trends in
politics and society. The book is particularly useful for understanding the
ideological conflicts and revolutions that frequently appear in AP European
History FRQs. Its clear narrative helps students grasp the causes and
consequences of key historical developments.

3. Europe in the Era of Napoleon
This book by Harold T. Parker focuses on the Napoleonic period and its impact
on European political structures and international relations. It sheds light
on the challenges of nationalism and liberalism, themes commonly addressed in
FRQs. The detailed examination of the Congress of Vienna and the Concert of
Europe provides a solid foundation for understanding 19th-century diplomacy.

4. Nationalism and the Nation in the 19th Century
Edited by Guntram H. Herb and David H. Kaplan, this collection of essays
explores the rise of nationalism across different European countries. It is
an excellent resource for students preparing for FRQs about nationalist
movements and their effects on state-building and identity. The comparative
approach helps illuminate diverse nationalist experiences and ideologies.

5. The Industrial Revolution and Its Impact on European Society
Peter N. Stearns offers a concise yet thorough examination of how
industrialization transformed European economies and social structures.
Understanding the Industrial Revolution is crucial for answering FRQs related
to economic changes and social reform movements. The book discusses
technological innovations, labor conditions, and urbanization in a clear,
accessible manner.

6. Europe and the Struggle for Peace, 1870-1914
Mark Hewitson’s book investigates the diplomatic tensions and alliances that
shaped pre-World War I Europe. It is particularly helpful for FRQs dealing
with causes of the Great War and the balance of power system. The detailed
coverage of crises and diplomacy provides students with a nuanced
understanding of international relations during this period.

7. The Age of Revolution: Europe 1789-1848
Eric Hobsbawm’s classic text covers the revolutionary wave that transformed
Europe politically and socially in the late 18th and early 19th centuries.
This book is essential for comprehending the origins and consequences of
revolutions, a frequent topic in AP European History FRQs. Hobsbawm’s
analysis of class, ideology, and economic change offers deep insights into
this transformative era.

8. Women and Gender in 19th Century Europe
This book by Mary Jo Maynes explores the roles and experiences of women
during a century of profound social change. It is valuable for FRQs that



address gender, social reform, and cultural shifts. The text highlights how
industrialization and nationalism affected women’s lives and contributed to
evolving gender norms.

9. Political Ideologies in 19th Century Europe
Michael Freeden’s work provides a clear explanation of the major political
ideologies—liberalism, conservatism, socialism, and nationalism—that shaped
19th-century Europe. Understanding these ideologies is crucial for tackling
FRQs focused on political developments and conflicts. The book offers concise
definitions and historical contexts that help students identify and analyze
ideological trends.
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answer explanations •An interactive, customizable AP Planner app to help you organize your time
•Powerful analytics to assess test readiness•Flashcards, games, and more
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