
who invented hedonic calculus
who invented hedonic calculus is a question that delves into the philosophical and
ethical frameworks established by influential thinkers in the study of utilitarianism. The
concept of hedonic calculus, a method for measuring pleasure and pain, was primarily
developed by the English philosopher Jeremy Bentham in the late 18th century. This
article will explore the intricacies of hedonic calculus, its historical context, its
implications in ethical decision-making, and the critiques it has faced over time. By
understanding who invented hedonic calculus and the principles behind it, we can grasp
the foundations of utilitarian thought and its relevance in contemporary discussions about
ethics and morality.
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Introduction to Hedonic Calculus
Hedonic calculus is a quantitative approach to evaluating the ethical implications of
actions based on their outcomes, specifically in terms of pleasure and pain. Developed by
Jeremy Bentham, this method seeks to provide a systematic way to assess the moral value
of actions by calculating the net happiness they produce. The central idea is that actions
are right if they promote the greatest happiness for the greatest number, a principle that
lies at the heart of utilitarianism. Bentham's formulation of hedonic calculus includes
various factors that contribute to the overall utility derived from actions, making it a
pivotal concept in ethical philosophy.

Historical Context of Hedonic Calculus
The origins of hedonic calculus are intertwined with the broader philosophical movement
of utilitarianism, which emerged during the Enlightenment period. This era was marked
by a shift towards reason, scientific inquiry, and the questioning of traditional moral
frameworks. Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) was a prominent figure in this movement,
advocating for a pragmatic approach to ethics that prioritized the consequences of actions



over intentions.

Bentham's work was influenced by earlier philosophers, including John Locke and David
Hume, who emphasized empirical observation and human experience. Bentham sought to
create a clear, calculable system to evaluate moral choices, leading to the formulation of
his famous hedonic calculus. This was a radical departure from the moral absolutism of
the past, as it provided a flexible framework adaptable to various situations and societal
needs.

The Principles of Hedonic Calculus
Hedonic calculus operates on the premise that pleasure and pain can be quantified,
allowing for a systematic assessment of actions. Bentham proposed several criteria to
evaluate the utility of an action, which can be summarized as follows:

Intensity: The strength of the pleasure or pain produced by the action.

Duration: The length of time the pleasure or pain lasts.

Certainty: The likelihood that the action will produce the anticipated pleasure or
pain.

Proximity: The time frame in which the pleasure or pain will occur.

Fecundity: The ability of the action to produce further pleasures.

Purity: The propensity of the action to produce pleasure or pain without the opposite
occurring.

Extent: The number of people affected by the action.

Using these criteria, individuals can assign values to different courses of action, ultimately
choosing the option that maximizes overall happiness. This systematic approach reflects
Bentham's desire for a rational basis for moral decision-making in a complex world.

Applications of Hedonic Calculus
The application of hedonic calculus extends beyond mere philosophical discourse; it has
practical implications in various fields, including economics, public policy, and healthcare.
By employing this method, policymakers can evaluate the potential outcomes of legislation
or social programs based on their impact on human well-being.

In economics, hedonic calculus can inform cost-benefit analyses, helping decision-makers
weigh the benefits of economic policies against their potential harms. In the field of
healthcare, it can guide resource allocation by identifying interventions that yield the
greatest improvement in patient satisfaction and health outcomes.

Additionally, hedonic calculus can be used in personal decision-making, allowing
individuals to assess choices in their daily lives—such as career paths or lifestyle



changes—by considering the associated pleasures and pains.

Critiques of Hedonic Calculus
Despite its innovative approach to ethics, hedonic calculus has faced significant criticism.
One major critique is the challenge of quantifying subjective experiences of pleasure and
pain, which can vary drastically between individuals. Critics argue that the reduction of
complex moral decisions to numerical values oversimplifies the richness of human
experience.

Furthermore, some philosophers contend that hedonic calculus fails to account for the
qualitative differences between types of pleasures. For instance, John Stuart Mill, a
contemporary of Bentham, emphasized that intellectual and moral pleasures hold greater
value than mere physical pleasures, suggesting a need for a more nuanced evaluation of
happiness.

Additionally, critics highlight the potential for utilitarianism, and by extension hedonic
calculus, to justify actions that may harm minorities if such actions benefit the majority.
This raises ethical concerns about justice and individual rights in the face of collective
happiness.

The Legacy of Jeremy Bentham
Jeremy Bentham's contributions to philosophy, particularly through the invention of
hedonic calculus, have left an indelible mark on ethical thought. His ideas laid the
groundwork for later utilitarian philosophers, including John Stuart Mill and Henry
Sidgwick, who further developed and refined utilitarian principles.

Today, the concepts introduced by Bentham continue to resonate in various fields,
influencing debates on ethics in technology, environmental policy, and social justice. The
principles of hedonic calculus challenge us to consider the consequences of our actions
and strive for a more equitable distribution of happiness in society.

Conclusion
Understanding who invented hedonic calculus provides valuable insight into the evolution
of ethical thought and the ongoing relevance of utilitarian principles in contemporary
society. Jeremy Bentham's pioneering work has sparked discussions that continue to
influence moral philosophy, public policy, and personal decision-making. As we navigate
complex moral landscapes in the modern world, the systematic evaluation of pleasure and
pain proposed by hedonic calculus remains a crucial tool in striving for the greatest good
for the greatest number.

Q: Who was Jeremy Bentham?
A: Jeremy Bentham was an English philosopher and social reformer, best known for
founding modern utilitarianism and for developing the concept of hedonic calculus. Born



in 1748, he advocated for a rational approach to ethics based on the consequences of
actions on human happiness.

Q: What is the main purpose of hedonic calculus?
A: The main purpose of hedonic calculus is to provide a systematic method for evaluating
the moral worth of actions based on their outcomes in terms of pleasure and pain, aiming
to maximize overall happiness.

Q: How can hedonic calculus be applied in real life?
A: Hedonic calculus can be applied in various fields, such as public policy, economics, and
personal decision-making, by assessing the potential pleasure and pain associated with
different choices, allowing for informed and ethical decisions.

Q: What are some criticisms of hedonic calculus?
A: Criticisms of hedonic calculus include the difficulty of quantifying subjective
experiences of pleasure and pain, the oversimplification of moral decisions, and the
potential justification of harmful actions against minorities for the sake of majority
happiness.

Q: How did John Stuart Mill contribute to utilitarianism
after Bentham?
A: John Stuart Mill expanded upon Bentham's utilitarianism by emphasizing qualitative
differences in pleasures, arguing that intellectual and moral pleasures are superior to
mere physical pleasures, thereby enriching the utilitarian framework.

Q: Is hedonic calculus still relevant today?
A: Yes, hedonic calculus remains relevant today, influencing discussions on ethics in
various fields, including technology, environmental policy, and social justice, as it
encourages consideration of the consequences of actions on collective well-being.

Q: What is the difference between quantitative and
qualitative pleasures according to Mill?
A: According to Mill, quantitative pleasures can be measured by their intensity and
duration, while qualitative pleasures consider the nature of the pleasure itself, suggesting
that some pleasures, like intellectual fulfillment, are inherently more valuable than others.



Q: How does hedonic calculus relate to modern ethical
dilemmas?
A: Hedonic calculus provides a framework for addressing modern ethical dilemmas by
encouraging individuals and policymakers to evaluate the potential outcomes of actions
based on their impact on overall happiness, thereby guiding more ethical decision-making.

Q: What role did the Enlightenment play in the
development of hedonic calculus?
A: The Enlightenment played a crucial role in the development of hedonic calculus by
promoting reason, scientific inquiry, and the questioning of traditional moral frameworks,
which influenced Bentham's pragmatic approach to ethics and moral decision-making.
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  who invented hedonic calculus: The Encyclopedia of Positive Psychology Shane J. Lopez,
2012-09-11 Positive psychology, the pursuit of understanding optimal human functioning, is
reshaping the scholarly and public views of how we see the science of psychology. The Encyclopedia
of Positive Psychology provides a comprehensive and accessible summary of this growing area of
scholarship and practice. 288 specially commissioned entries written by 150 leading international
researchers, educators, and practitioners in positive psychology covers topics of interest across all
social sciences as well as business and industry the most current, extensive, and accessible
treatment of the subject available topical primer clarifies basic constructs and processes associated
with positive psychology will be useful to students, teachers, practitioners, businesspeople, and
policy makers
  who invented hedonic calculus: Ethics Noel Stewart, 2009-01-27 This textbook provides a
much-needed, straightforward introduction to moral philosophy. It will particularly benefit students
following courses containing an ethics module, including philosophy from secondary school onwards,
religious studies, law and medicine, but it has also been written for any reader puzzled by moral
disputes and dilemmas. Written in an easy and approachable style and packed with lively examples
from everyday life, the first section of the book clearly explains and assesses the arguments for and
against the rival moral theories of utilitarianism, Kantianism, Divine Command Theory and virtue
ethics. The second section develops this by analysing the conflicting advice each moral theory gives
regarding four controversial areas of life, namely euthanasia, abortion, animal rights and the
environment. The final section concludes with an account of the vital debate concerning whether the
difference between right and wrong is an objective fact discovered by us, like gravity, or is instead a
human creation and invented by us, like tax laws. Throughout the book moral arguments are broken
down into their component parts and explained in clear and simple stages so that readers not
previously familiar with philosophical reasoning are aware at all times of where they are in the
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debate, and where the strengths and weaknesses lie in each position. As such, it is an ideal
introduction to critical thinking as well as to moral philosophy.
  who invented hedonic calculus: A Psychological Approach to Ethical Reality K. Hillner,
2000-11-16 The pre-eminent 19th century British ethicist, Henry Sidgwick once said: All important
ethical notions are also psychological, except perhaps the fundamental antitheses of 'good' and 'bad'
and 'wrong', with which psychology, as it treats of what is and not of what ought to be, is not directly
concerned (quoted in T.N. Tice and T.P. Slavens, 1983). Sidgwick's statement can be interpreted to
mean that psychology is relevant for ethics or that psychological knowledge contributes to the
construction of an ethical reality. This interpretation serves as the basic impetus to this book, but
Sidgwick's statement is also analyzed in detail to demonstrate why a current exposition on the
relevance of psychology for ethical reality is necessary and germane.
  who invented hedonic calculus: The Secular Saints Hunter Lewis, 2018-03-01 The term
“secular saint” may immediately raise questions or even objections. Each religion specifies grounds
for being considered a saint. What does it mean to be a secular saint? Presumably an exemplary life.
But exemplary based on what? Exemplary according to whom? Perhaps an exemplary life is not even
enough to qualify. Perhaps the life must also be inspiring or have something to teach us. But, again,
inspiring or instructive according to whom? These questions are variants of the perennial question:
are ethics and moral objective in some way or completely subjective? Is anybody’s opinion worth
hearing? Most people would agree that Hitler’s morals were horrendous. But is there a way to
distinguish good from bad without reliance on revealed religion? All of this in turn leads to questions
humans have always asked themselves. What is right or wrong? What is good or bad or just less
good? What is just or unjust? These are not just questions for confused or searching teenagers.
Human beings are guided day by day by our beliefs and values, and are absolutely lost without this
kind of guidance. This book provides “brief lives” and thoughts of some leading candidates for the
term secular saint. Many of them are famous moral philosophers. Taken together, they offer a kind
of history of moral thought. Some of them are not what we would today consider philosophers. All of
them have much to teach us about how we lead our lives and think about the fundamental questions.
This book also offers a conclusion: that morals and ethics are not just subjective, that they are
grounded in very objective realities. There is such a thing as right and wrong, better and worse, and
as thinking creatures we should recognize this and act on it.
  who invented hedonic calculus: Quality of Life David Phillips, 2006-02-16 This book looks at
subjective and objective individual well-being and family, community and social life, relating quality
of life to other contemporary concepts such as social capital, social inclusion and health inequality
and sets them in an international and global perspective.
  who invented hedonic calculus: Living and Value Frederick Ferre, 2001-05-31 Providing a
worthy conclusion to Ferré's trilogy on preserving value in a postmodern world, Living and Value
places ethics into the wider context of religion, God, and evil, and offers postmodern suggestions for
environmental, technological, and political reforms.
  who invented hedonic calculus: Decisions, Decisions David A. Welch, 2009-12-02 You''re
tempted to accept a promising job offer in another city, but moving would entail considerable
sacrifice on the part of your family. What should you do? Your elderly mother can no longer take
care of herself but she doesn''t get along with your husband and dreads the prospect of moving into
a nursing home. What is the solution? Whether you are faced with decisions momentous or trivial,
how you go about resolving everyday dilemmas will definitely affect your level of satisfaction in life.
In this engrossing and entertaining guide, David Welch, who has studied the decision-making
process at the highest levels, shows how both the science and the art of decision-making are
essential to us all. Welch lays out nine steps to effective decision-making and then demonstrates how
to apply these steps to real-world situations. He gives readers the intellectual tools to assess their
strengths and weaknesses and stresses that self-knowledge is critical for making the right decisions.
This enjoyable, clearly written guide will enable decision-makers at every level to find the best
possible solution for dilemmas both big and small.



  who invented hedonic calculus: The Oxford Handbook of the History of Ethics Roger Crisp,
2013-01-31 Philosophical ethics consists in the human endeavour to answer rationally the
fundamental question of how we should live. The Oxford Handbook of the History of Ethics explores
the history of philosophical ethics in the western tradition from Homer until the present day. It
provides a broad overview of the views of many of the main thinkers, schools, and periods, and
includes in addition essays on topics such as autonomy and impartiality. The authors are
international leaders in their field, and use their expertise and specialist knowledge to illuminate the
relevance of their work to discussions in contemporary ethics. The essays are specially written for
this volume, and in each case introduce the reader to the main lines of interpretation and criticism
that have arisen in the professional history of philosophy over the past two or three decades.
  who invented hedonic calculus: Jeremy Bentham Bhikhu C. Parekh, 1993
  who invented hedonic calculus: The Century Dictionary and Cyclopedia: The Century
dictionary ... prepared under the superintendence of William Dwight Whitney ... rev. & enl. under
the superintendence of Benjamin E. Smith , 1911
  who invented hedonic calculus: Mathematics without Apologies Michael Harris, 2017-05-30
An insightful reflection on the mathematical soul What do pure mathematicians do, and why do they
do it? Looking beyond the conventional answers—for the sake of truth, beauty, and practical
applications—this book offers an eclectic panorama of the lives and values and hopes and fears of
mathematicians in the twenty-first century, assembling material from a startlingly diverse
assortment of scholarly, journalistic, and pop culture sources. Drawing on his personal experiences
and obsessions as well as the thoughts and opinions of mathematicians from Archimedes and Omar
Khayyám to such contemporary giants as Alexander Grothendieck and Robert Langlands, Michael
Harris reveals the charisma and romance of mathematics as well as its darker side. In this portrait of
mathematics as a community united around a set of common intellectual, ethical, and existential
challenges, he touches on a wide variety of questions, such as: Are mathematicians to blame for the
2008 financial crisis? How can we talk about the ideas we were born too soon to understand? And
how should you react if you are asked to explain number theory at a dinner party? Disarmingly
candid, relentlessly intelligent, and richly entertaining, Mathematics without Apologies takes
readers on an unapologetic guided tour of the mathematical life, from the philosophy and sociology
of mathematics to its reflections in film and popular music, with detours through the mathematical
and mystical traditions of Russia, India, medieval Islam, the Bronx, and beyond.
  who invented hedonic calculus: Literature Robert Eaglestone, 2019-07-23 ‘Facts alone are
wanted in life,’ exclaims Mr Gradgrind at the beginning of Dickens’ Hard Times. Literature is not
about facts alone, and – despite two and a half thousand years of arguments – no one can agree on
what it is, or how to study it. But, argues Robert Eaglestone, it is precisely the open-ended nature of
literature that makes it such a rewarding and useful subject. Eaglestone shows that studying
literature can change who you are, turning you from a ‘reader’ into a ‘critic’: someone attuned to the
ways we make meaning in our world. Literature is a living conversation which provides endless
opportunities to rethink and reinterpret our societies and ourselves. With examples ranging from
Sappho to Skyrim, this book shows how literature offers freer and deeper ways of thinking and
being.
  who invented hedonic calculus: AIBE (All India Bar Examination) Conducted by Bar Council
of India | 10 Full-length Mock Tests (1000+ Solved Questions) EduGorilla Prep Experts, 2022-08-03
• Best Selling Book for AIBE (All India Bar Examination) with objective-type questions as per the
latest syllabus given by the Bar Council of India. • Compare your performance with other students
using Smart Answer Sheets in EduGorilla’s AIBE (All India Bar Examination) Practice Kit. • AIBE (All
India Bar Examination) Preparation Kit comes with 10 Full-length Mock Tests with the best quality
content. • Increase your chances of selection by 14X. • AIBE (All India Bar Examination) Prep Kit
comes with well-structured and 100% detailed solutions for all the questions. • Clear exam with
good grades using thoroughly Researched Content by experts.
  who invented hedonic calculus: Durkheim's Philosophy Lectures Emile Durkheim,



2004-07-19 Moving back and forth between the history of philosophy and the contributions of
philosophers in his own day, Durkheim takes up topics as diverse as philosophical psychology, logic,
ethics, and metaphysics, and seeks to articulate a unified philosophical position. Remarkably, in
these lectures, given more than a decade before the publication of his groundbreaking book, The
Division of Labour in Society (1893), the 'social realism' that is so characteristic of his later work -
where he insists, famously, that social facts cannot be reduced to psychological or economic ones,
and that such facts constrain human action in important ways - is totally absent in these early
lectures. For this reason, they will be of special interest to students of the history of the social
sciences, for they shed important light on the course of Durkheim's intellectual development.
  who invented hedonic calculus: False Moves in Philosophy and Social Theory Patrick
Murray, Jeanne Schuler, 2023-09-12 This book considers diverse philosophical topics unified by the
identification of false moves commonly found in modern philosophy, mainstream Anglo-American
philosophy, and social theory. The authors expose the sources of fundamental problems that recur in
philosophy—basic problems with what the authors call factoring philosophy. Factoring philosophy
fails to attend to the phenomenological task of determining when what is distinguishable is
separable and when not. Consequently, factoring philosophy makes phenomenological
mistakes—false moves—when it treats as separable what is only distinguishable. Analytic philosophy
is prone to false moves when it fails to recognize that phenomenology is the necessary complement
to analysis. There is nothing wrong with analysis—we might as well give up thinking as give up
analysis—and nothing is wrong with the values prized by analytic philosophy. As Hegel observed,
“philosophizing requires, above all, that each thought should be grasped in its full precision and that
nothing should remain vague and indeterminate.” Ultimately, this book contends that false moves
prevail in philosophical analysis and social theory when they neglect their phenomenological
foundations.
  who invented hedonic calculus: A History of Greek Philosophy: Volume 3, The Fifth Century
Enlightenment, Part 1, The Sophists William Keith Chambers Guthrie, 1971 All volumes of Professor
Guthrie's great history of Greek philosophy have won their due acclaim. The most striking merits of
Guthrie's work are his mastery of a tremendous range of ancient literature and modern scholarship,
his fairness and balance of judgement and the lucidity and precision of his English prose. He has
achieved clarity and comprehensiveness.
  who invented hedonic calculus: European Language Testing in a Global Context Michael
Milanovic, Cyril J. Weir, 2004-04-19 The conference papers presented in ths volume represent a
small subset of the many excellent presentations made at that event.
  who invented hedonic calculus: A History of Greek Philosophy: The fifth-century
enlightenment William Keith Chambers Guthrie, 1962
  who invented hedonic calculus: Philosophical Perspectives James E. Tomberlin, 2004 A
series of topical philosophy studies aiming to publish original essays by foremost thinkers in their
fields, with each volume confined to a main area of philosophical research.
  who invented hedonic calculus: Marginal Revolution in Economics Toru Maruyama,
2024-01-02 This volume is devoted to a reappraisal of the Marginal Revolution on the occasion of its
150th anniversary. The year 1871 should be remembered as one of the most important turning
points in the history of economics. W. S. Jevons, C. Menger, and L. Walras published epochal works
at the very beginning of the 1870s. Although these works were written independently, they shared a
common mathematical structure based on classical analysis. For this reason, the emergence of the
trio is called the Marginal Revolution. Indeed, 1871 is the starting point of modern economics in the
proper sense. In 1971, several academic conferences were held on the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of the Revolution, which exerted the stimulating influence upon the historical
researches into the Revolution. Now more than fifty years have passed since then. Economic theory
has experienced further substantial changes in researchers’ central interest, the way of reasonings
and the styles of description during this period. In view of the new achievements acquired in recent
fifty years, it seems an indispensable task for us to review and reevaluate the Marginal Revolution



based upon the present status of economics. We also keep in mind that some concepts and doctrines
once discarded could reappear in a later stage of history in a more or less transfigured form. The
introductory chapter will be a guide for readers not only from the economics community but also
from the mathematics community.
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