
is there calculus on the act
is there calculus on the act is a common question among students preparing for this important
college entrance exam. Understanding the content of the ACT Math section is crucial for effective
preparation, especially for those who have taken calculus and want to know how it may impact their
scores. This article will delve into the specifics of the ACT Math section, clarify the role of calculus,
discuss the overall math topics covered, and provide strategies for test preparation. By the end of this
article, students will have a comprehensive understanding of the ACT Math section and how calculus
fits into the wider context of the exam.
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Overview of the ACT Math Section
The ACT Math section is designed to assess a student's mathematical skills and reasoning abilities. It
consists of 60 questions that must be completed in 60 minutes, providing an average of one minute
per question. The questions range from basic arithmetic to higher-level algebra and geometry
concepts. The ACT is structured to evaluate not only a student’s knowledge of math but also their
ability to apply mathematical reasoning to solve problems.

The ACT Math section is divided into several key areas, including pre-algebra, elementary algebra,
intermediate algebra, coordinate geometry, plane geometry, and trigonometry. Each of these
categories contributes to a well-rounded assessment of a student’s mathematical capabilities.

Does the ACT Include Calculus?
One of the primary concerns for students who have studied calculus is whether the ACT includes
calculus questions. The simple answer is no; there are no direct calculus questions on the ACT. The
test focuses on topics that are typically covered in high school courses leading up to calculus, such as
algebra and geometry.

While some concepts in calculus, such as limits and derivatives, may not appear on the exam,
students should be aware that certain topics closely related to calculus, like functions and graph
interpretation, are included. This means that while calculus itself is not tested, an understanding of
functions, rates of change, and the ability to analyze graphs can be beneficial.



Topics Covered in the ACT Math Section
To grasp the content of the ACT Math section better, it is essential to understand the specific topics
that are tested. The Math section encompasses a variety of mathematical concepts, including:

Pre-Algebra: Basic operations, fractions, percentages, and simple equations.

Elementary Algebra: Solving linear equations, inequalities, and understanding algebraic
expressions.

Intermediate Algebra: Quadratic equations, polynomial expressions, and functions.

Coordinate Geometry: Graphing points, understanding slope, and analyzing linear equations.

Plane Geometry: Properties of shapes, theorems related to angles, and area and perimeter
calculations.

Trigonometry: Basic trigonometric functions and relationships in right triangles.

These categories indicate that while calculus is not specifically covered, the foundational knowledge
required for calculus is essential. For instance, understanding functions and their properties can help
students tackle problems involving rates of change, which are calculus concepts.

Preparation Strategies for the ACT Math Section
Effective preparation for the ACT Math section can significantly enhance a student's performance.
Here are several strategies to consider:

Familiarize Yourself with the Test Format: Understand the structure of the ACT Math
section, including the types of questions and the timing for each section.

Review Key Concepts: Focus on the topics outlined in the ACT Math section and ensure you
are comfortable with the fundamental principles of each area.

Practice with Real ACT Questions: Utilize practice tests that feature actual ACT questions to
develop speed and accuracy.

Identify Weak Areas: Take diagnostic tests to pinpoint areas where you struggle, and focus
your study efforts on those topics.

Utilize Online Resources: There are numerous online platforms offering practice questions,
instructional videos, and study guides tailored for ACT preparation.

Join Study Groups: Collaborating with peers can provide additional insights and motivation to
prepare effectively.



Incorporating these strategies into your study plan can help ensure that you are well-prepared for the
Math section of the ACT.

Conclusion
In summary, while calculus itself is not included in the ACT Math section, a strong foundation in pre-
algebra, algebra, geometry, and trigonometry is essential for success. Students should focus on
understanding the key topics that are covered on the test and employ effective study strategies to
enhance their preparation. By doing so, students can confidently approach the ACT Math section and
maximize their performance.

Q: Is calculus required for the ACT?
A: No, calculus is not required for the ACT. The Math section focuses on topics typically covered in
high school before calculus, such as algebra and geometry.

Q: What math topics should I focus on for the ACT?
A: Students should focus on pre-algebra, elementary algebra, intermediate algebra, coordinate
geometry, plane geometry, and trigonometry.

Q: Can knowledge of calculus help on the ACT?
A: While there are no calculus questions, knowledge of functions and their properties can assist in
solving problems, particularly those involving rates of change and graph analysis.

Q: How many questions are in the ACT Math section?
A: The ACT Math section contains 60 questions that must be completed in 60 minutes.

Q: What resources are best for ACT Math preparation?
A: Effective resources include official ACT practice tests, online platforms offering test prep materials,
and study guides that cover key math concepts.

Q: How can I improve my speed on the ACT Math section?
A: Practice regularly with timed quizzes and tests, review the types of questions that appear
frequently, and learn to identify shortcuts for solving problems.



Q: Are calculators allowed on the ACT Math section?
A: Yes, calculators are permitted on the ACT Math section, but students should be familiar with the
rules regarding which types of calculators are allowed.

Q: What is the best way to identify my weak areas in math for
the ACT?
A: Taking diagnostic tests can help identify weak areas. Reviewing incorrect answers will provide
insights into specific topics that need more focus.

Q: How important is the ACT Math score for college
admissions?
A: The ACT Math score is an important component of college admissions, especially for programs that
require strong math skills, such as engineering or mathematics majors.
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