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2017 ap calculus ab exam is a significant milestone for students preparing for advanced placement in
calculus. This exam, administered by the College Board, assesses students' understanding of the concepts and
skills outlined in the AP Calculus AB curriculum. In this article, we will delve into the structure and
content of the 2017 AP Calculus AB exam, review the scoring guidelines, and discuss effective preparation
strategies. Additionally, we will explore common topics encountered in the exam and provide insights into
the resources available for students aiming for success. Understanding these elements can greatly enhance a
student's performance and confidence in tackling calculus challenges.
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Overview of the 2017 AP Calculus AB Exam
The 2017 AP Calculus AB exam was designed to gauge students' readiness for college-level calculus. It
encompassed a variety of topics, including limits, derivatives, integrals, and the Fundamental Theorem of
Calculus. The exam aimed to assess not only students' computational skills but also their ability to apply
calculus concepts in real-world scenarios. This examination provided an opportunity for high school
students to earn college credit and placed them on a path toward advanced mathematics coursework.



Exam Format and Structure
The 2017 AP Calculus AB exam followed a structured format that included multiple-choice questions and
free-response sections. Each component of the exam was designed to evaluate different skill sets and
knowledge areas.

Multiple-Choice Section
The multiple-choice portion consisted of 45 questions, which accounted for 50% of the total score. Students
were required to answer questions that tested their understanding of calculus concepts and their ability to
solve problems quickly under timed conditions. This section was further divided into two parts:

Part A: 30 questions with no calculator allowed

Part B: 15 questions where a calculator could be used

Free-Response Section
The free-response section included 6 questions, which accounted for the remaining 50% of the total score.
Students were required to show their work and reasoning for each problem, emphasizing the importance
of clear and logical problem-solving processes. This section tested students' abilities to apply calculus
concepts to complex problems, including graphical interpretations and real-life applications.

Key Topics Covered
The 2017 AP Calculus AB exam encompassed a range of topics that are fundamental to the discipline of
calculus. Understanding these key areas is essential for students preparing for the exam.

Limits and Continuity
Limits are one of the foundational concepts in calculus. Students were expected to understand how to
evaluate limits analytically and graphically, as well as explore concepts of continuity. Questions in this area
typically involved determining the limit of a function as it approaches a specific point or infinity.



Derivatives
The concept of the derivative is central to calculus. Students were tested on various derivative rules, such
as the product rule, quotient rule, and chain rule, as well as applications of derivatives in finding rates of
change and local extrema. Problems often required students to interpret the meaning of derivatives in a
real-world context.

Integrals
The integral is another key concept covered in the exam. Students were expected to compute definite and
indefinite integrals, understand the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus, and apply integration techniques.
Questions often included scenarios requiring students to calculate areas, volumes, and accumulated
quantities.

Scoring Guidelines and Weighting
Understanding the scoring guidelines is crucial for students aiming to maximize their performance on the
2017 AP Calculus AB exam. The exam score is based on a weighted combination of the multiple-choice and
free-response sections, providing an overall score on a scale of 1 to 5.

Scoring Breakdown
The multiple-choice section is weighted at 50%, while the free-response section also contributes 50% to the
final score. Within the free-response section, each question is scored on a scale of 0 to 9, depending on the
accuracy of the answers and the clarity of the work shown. It is essential for students to follow the scoring
guidelines closely to ensure they receive full credit for their efforts.

Preparation Strategies
Preparing for the 2017 AP Calculus AB exam requires a strategic approach. Students should focus on
several key areas to enhance their understanding and performance.

Study Resources
Utilizing a variety of study materials can significantly improve a student's readiness for the exam. Students
should consider the following resources:

AP Calculus AB textbooks



Online video tutorials

Past exam papers and practice questions

Study groups and tutoring sessions

Review books specifically designed for AP Calculus AB

Practice Exams
Taking practice exams under timed conditions can help students familiarize themselves with the exam
format and pacing. It is beneficial to review both correct and incorrect answers to understand the reasoning
behind each solution. Regular practice can build confidence and improve problem-solving skills.

Common Mistakes to Avoid
Students often make common mistakes that can impact their performance on the 2017 AP Calculus AB
exam. Being aware of these pitfalls can help in avoiding them.

Misinterpreting Questions
One frequent mistake is misreading or misunderstanding the wording of exam questions. Students should
take the time to carefully read each question and identify what is being asked before formulating their
answers.

Neglecting to Show Work
In the free-response section, it is crucial for students to show their work clearly. Failing to do so can result
in lost points, even if the final answer is correct. Students should practice presenting their solutions in a
clear and organized manner.

Resources for Further Study
Several resources can aid students in their preparation for the 2017 AP Calculus AB exam. These include
online platforms, review books, and practice worksheets that focus on key concepts and problem-solving
techniques.



Online Platforms
Websites such as Khan Academy, College Board, and various educational platforms offer free tutorials,
practice problems, and videos that cover essential calculus topics. These resources provide interactive
learning experiences and can help reinforce challenging concepts.

AP Review Books
Investing in an AP review book specifically tailored for Calculus AB can provide students with a
comprehensive overview of the material, practice exams, and test-taking strategies. These books often
include tips from previous test-takers and educators, enhancing the overall study experience.

Conclusion
Understanding the structure, content, and scoring of the 2017 AP Calculus AB exam is vital for any student
looking to excel in calculus. By familiarizing themselves with the key topics, employing effective
preparation strategies, and avoiding common mistakes, students can significantly enhance their chances of
success. With the right resources and a dedicated approach, students can confidently approach this
important assessment and potentially earn college credit in calculus.

Q: What topics are primarily tested in the 2017 AP Calculus AB exam?
A: The primary topics tested include limits, derivatives, integrals, the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus,
and applications of these concepts in real-world scenarios.

Q: How is the 2017 AP Calculus AB exam structured?
A: The exam consists of a multiple-choice section with 45 questions and a free-response section with 6
questions, each contributing 50% to the total score.

Q: What are the scoring guidelines for the free-response section?
A: Each free-response question is scored on a scale of 0 to 9 based on accuracy and clarity, and the total score
is combined with the multiple-choice score for the final result.

Q: How can students effectively prepare for the AP Calculus AB exam?
A: Effective preparation includes utilizing study resources such as textbooks and online materials, taking



practice exams, and joining study groups to enhance understanding.

Q: What are common mistakes students make on the exam?
A: Common mistakes include misinterpreting questions and neglecting to show their work in the free-
response section, which can lead to lost points.

Q: Are there any online resources available for AP Calculus AB
preparation?
A: Yes, platforms like Khan Academy and College Board offer free tutorials, practice problems, and videos
that cover essential calculus topics.

Q: What is the importance of the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus in
the exam?
A: The Fundamental Theorem of Calculus connects differentiation and integration, and understanding its
application is essential for solving many problems in the exam.

Q: How can students manage their time during the exam?
A: Students should practice under timed conditions and develop a pacing strategy to ensure they can
complete all questions within the allotted time.

Q: What resources are recommended for additional study?
A: Recommended resources include AP review books, online platforms, and past exam papers that provide
practice questions and detailed explanations.

Q: Can students earn college credit through the AP Calculus AB exam?
A: Yes, students who perform well on the exam may earn college credit, allowing them to advance to
higher-level mathematics courses in college.

2017 Ap Calculus Ab Exam

http://www.speargroupllc.com/calculus-suggest-001/Book?docid=vee91-7496&title=2017-ap-calculus-ab-exam.pdf


Find other PDF articles:
http://www.speargroupllc.com/games-suggest-004/pdf?ID=Qhv87-7946&title=resident-evil-the-game
-walkthrough.pdf

  2017 ap calculus ab exam: Cracking the AP Calculus AB Exam, 2017 Edition Princeton
Review, David Kahn, 2016-09-13 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO SCORE A PERFECT 5 ON THE NEW
2017 EXAM! Equip yourself to ace the NEW AP Calculus AB Exam with The Princeton Review's
comprehensive study guide—including thorough content reviews, targeted strategies for every
question type, access to our AP Connect portal online, and 3 full-length practice tests with complete
answer explanations. This eBook edition has been optimized for on-screen viewing with cross-linked
questions, answers, and explanations. Everything You Need to Know to Help Achieve a High Score. •
Up-to-date information on the new 2017 AP Calculus AB Exam • Comprehensive content review for
all test topics • Engaging activities to help you critically assess your progress • Access to AP
Connect, our online portal for late-breaking news, exam updates, and more Techniques That Actually
Work. • Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing yourself
and guessing logically • Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Practice that Takes
You to Excellence. • 3 full-length practice tests in the book with detailed answer explanations •
End-of-chapter and comprehensive unit drills • Handy reference guide of key calculus formulas
  2017 ap calculus ab exam: Cracking the AP Calculus AB Exam 2017, Premium Edition
Princeton Review (Firm), David Kahn, 2016-08 Readers will find proven techniques for a higher
score on these exams. Includes five full-length practice tests, with detailed explanations, a cheat
sheet of key formulas, and updated strategies to reflect scoring changes.
  2017 ap calculus ab exam: Cracking the AP Calculus AB Exam 2017, Premium Edition
Princeton Review, David Kahn, 2016-09-13 PREMIUM PRACTICE FOR A PERFECT 5! Equip yourself
to ace the NEW 2017 AP Calculus AB Exam with this Premium version of The Princeton Review's
comprehensive study guide, fully updated to reflect changes to the 2017 test. In addition to all the
great material in our classic Cracking the AP Calculus AB Exam guide—which includes thorough
content reviews, targeted test strategies, and access to AP Connect extras via our online portal—this
edition includes extra exams, for a total of 6 full-length practice tests with complete answer
explanations! This book is an excellent value, providing more practice tests than any other major
offering currently on the market. Everything You Need to Know to Help Achieve a High Score. •
Up-to-date information on the new 2017 AP Calculus AB Exam • Comprehensive content review for
all test topics • Engaging activities to help you critically assess your progress • Access to AP
Connect, our online portal for late-breaking news, exam updates, and more Premium Practice to
Help Achieve Excellence. • 5 full-length practice tests in the book with detailed answer explanations
• 1 additional full-length practice test online with detailed answer explanations • End-of-chapter and
comprehensive unit drills • Handy reference guide of key calculus formulas Techniques That
Actually Work. • Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test • Tips for pacing
yourself and guessing logically • Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder This eBook
edition has been optimized for on-screen viewing with cross-linked questions, answers, and
explanations.
  2017 ap calculus ab exam: 5 Steps to a 5: AP Calculus AB 2017 William Ma, 2016-07-29 Get
ready for your AP Calculus AB exam with this straightforward, easy-to-follow study guide--updated to
match the latest test changes The wildly popular test prep guide—updated and enhanced for
smartphone users—5 Steps to a 5: AP Calculus AB 2017 provides a proven strategy to achieving high
scores on this demanding Advanced Placement exam. This logical and easy-to-follow instructional
guide introduces an effective 5-step study plan to help students build the skills, knowledge, and
test-taking confidence they need to reach their full potential. The book helps students master
multiple-choice, free-response and essay questions and offers comprehensive answer explanations

http://www.speargroupllc.com/games-suggest-004/pdf?ID=Qhv87-7946&title=resident-evil-the-game-walkthrough.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/games-suggest-004/pdf?ID=Qhv87-7946&title=resident-evil-the-game-walkthrough.pdf


and sample responses. Written by a math consultant and former chair of math department, this
insider’s guide reflects the latest course syllabus and includes 2 full-length practice exams, plus the
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each specific problem type reviewed. It provides the reader with comprehensive practice, which will
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ready for your AP Physics 2 exam with this straightforward, easy-to-follow study guide The wildly
popular test prep guide—updated and enhanced for smartphone users—5 Steps to a 5 AP Physics C
2017 provides a proven strategy to achieving high scores on this demanding Advanced Placement
exam. This logical and easy-to-follow instructional guide introduces an effective 5-step study plan to
help students build the skills, knowledge, and test-taking confidence they need to reach their full
potential. The book helps students master both multiple-choice and free-response questions and
offers comprehensive answer explanations and sample responses. Written by a physics teacher, this
insider’s guide reflects the latest course syllabus and includes 2 full-length practice exams, plus the
most up-to-date scoring information. The 5 Steps to a 5: AP Physics 1 2017 effective 5-step plan
breaks down test preparation into stages: 1. Set Up Your Study Program 2. Determine Your Test
Readiness 3. Develop Strategies for Success 4. Develop the Knowledge You Need to Score High 5.
Build Your Test-Taking Confidence. 2 full-length practice exams · BONUS interactive AP Planner app
delivers a customized study schedule and extra practice questions to students’ mobile devices · The
5 Steps to a 5 series has prepared millions of students for success
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