
what to wear business headshot

what to wear business headshot is a crucial consideration for professionals looking to establish a strong
personal brand. The right attire can significantly impact how you are perceived in the business world, making it
essential to choose clothing that conveys professionalism, confidence, and approachability. This article will
delve into the various aspects of selecting the ideal outfit for your business headshot, including understanding
the importance of attire, tips for both men and women, suitable color palettes, accessories to consider, and
common mistakes to avoid. By the end, you will have a comprehensive understanding of how to present yourself
effectively in a business headshot.
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Understanding the Importance of Attire

Choosing the right outfit for your business headshot is not just about looking good; it is about making a
statement. Your attire can convey professionalism, competence, and your unique personality. In many cases, a
business headshot is the first impression potential clients or employers will have of you, making it essential
that you present yourself in the best possible light. The clothes you wear can impact how you are perceived,
influencing decisions in hiring, partnerships, and networking.

In addition to the professional implications, the right outfit can also boost your confidence. When you feel
good in what you are wearing, it shows in your posture, expression, and overall demeanor. This confidence
translates into a more engaging and approachable image, which is critical in professional settings.

Tips for Men

When selecting attire for a business headshot, men should focus on creating a polished and professional
appearance. Here are some essential tips to consider:

Choose the Right Fit: Ensure that your clothing fits well. Ill-fitting clothes can detract from your
overall look and may appear unprofessional.

Opt for a Classic Suit: A well-tailored suit in a neutral color, such as navy, gray, or black, is a
timeless choice for business headshots.

Shirts Matter: A crisp, ironed dress shirt in a solid color or subtle pattern complements a suit



beautifully. White and light blue are popular choices.

Tie Selection: If you choose to wear a tie, select one that adds a pop of color without being overly
flashy. Stripes or solid colors work well.

Grooming: Pay attention to grooming. A clean shave or well-trimmed beard, along with styled hair,
enhances your professional appearance.

Tips for Women

Women have a broad range of options when it comes to business attire for headshots. Here are some key
considerations:

Dress to Impress: A tailored blazer over a blouse or a professional dress can create an elegant look.
Choose outfits that flatter your body type.

Color Coordination: Like men, women should opt for neutral colors such as black, navy, or gray, but
they can also incorporate softer tones or muted patterns.

Accessorize Wisely: Keep accessories minimal and professional. A statement necklace or simple earrings
can enhance your look without overwhelming it.

Makeup and Hair: A natural makeup look is often best for headshots. Ensure your hair is neat and styled
to project professionalism.

Comfort is Key: Choose clothing that you are comfortable in, as this will help you feel more at ease
during the photoshoot.

Color Choices for Business Headshots

The colors you wear in a business headshot play a significant role in how you are perceived. Certain colors
can convey different messages and emotions, so it’s essential to choose wisely:

Blue: Often associated with trust and dependability, blue is a safe and professional choice.

Black: Signifying authority and sophistication, black can create a strong impression but should be
balanced with lighter tones.

Gray: A versatile color that exudes professionalism and neutrality, gray is suitable for various
settings.

White: Crisp and clean, white can provide a fresh look, but ensure that it doesn't wash you out in the
photo.

Earth Tones: Colors like beige, brown, and olive can convey warmth and approachability, making them
great options for softer looks.



Accessorizing Your Look

Accessories can elevate your business headshot, but they should be chosen carefully. Here are some tips on
how to accessorize effectively:

Keep it Simple: Opt for one or two statement pieces rather than overloading on accessories.

Choose Professional Jewelry: Simple earrings, a classic watch, or a delicate necklace can enhance your
look without being distracting.

Avoid Loud Patterns: Accessories should complement your outfit; avoid loud patterns that may draw
attention away from your face.

Consider Functional Accessories: A pair of stylish glasses can enhance your professional appearance,
but ensure they are clean and fitting well.

Test Your Accessories: Before the shoot, try on your entire outfit, including accessories, to see how
they work together.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

When preparing for a business headshot, there are several common pitfalls that professionals should aim to
avoid:

Overdressing or Underdressing: Find a balance that reflects your industry while still maintaining
professionalism.

Ignoring Personal Branding: Your attire should align with your personal brand. Consider how your
clothing reflects your professional identity.

Wearing Distracting Patterns: Busy patterns can be distracting and take attention away from your
face, which is the focal point of the headshot.

Neglecting Grooming: Poor grooming can detract from an otherwise great outfit. Make time for a haircut
and ensure your overall appearance is polished.

Not Practicing Poses: Practice how you will stand or sit in the photo. Good posture and a natural
smile can drastically improve the final image.

Conclusion

Choosing what to wear for a business headshot is a critical aspect of presenting yourself professionally. By
understanding the importance of attire, following tailored tips for both men and women, selecting appropriate
colors, and accessorizing wisely, you can create a headshot that reflects your personal brand. Moreover,
being aware of common mistakes will help you avoid pitfalls that could compromise the quality of your image.
Ultimately, the right outfit will not only enhance your appearance but also instill confidence, allowing you
to make a lasting impression in your professional endeavors.



Q: What types of clothing should I avoid for a business headshot?
A: You should avoid clothing with loud patterns, overly casual attire, or anything that is too tight or ill-
fitting. Additionally, steer clear of clothing that does not align with the professional image you wish to
convey.

Q: How should I prepare for my business headshot session?
A: Preparation involves selecting your outfit in advance, ensuring it is clean and pressed, scheduling adequate
time for grooming, and practicing your poses to feel comfortable and confident during the shoot.

Q: Can I wear a t-shirt for my business headshot?
A: While a plain, well-fitted t-shirt may work in some creative industries, it is generally advisable to wear
more formal attire like a button-up shirt or blazer for a professional business headshot.

Q: How important is makeup for a business headshot?
A: Makeup can enhance your features and create a polished look, but it should be applied in a natural way to
avoid looking overdone. The goal is to enhance your appearance while maintaining a professional image.

Q: Should I wear glasses for my business headshot?
A: If you normally wear glasses, it is advisable to wear them in your headshot. Ensure they are clean and fit
well, as they can add to your professional appearance.

Q: What colors work best for a business headshot?
A: Colors such as blue, gray, black, and white are generally considered safe and professional choices. They
convey trust, authority, and cleanliness.

Q: How can I ensure my outfit reflects my personal brand?
A: Consider the industry you are in and the message you want to convey. Choose colors, styles, and fits that
align with your brand identity and the image you wish to project.

Q: Is it necessary to wear a suit for a business headshot?
A: While a suit can convey professionalism, it is not always necessary. Depending on your industry, smart
casual attire may be appropriate. Ensure your outfit reflects your professional context.

Q: What should I do if I feel nervous about my business headshot?
A: Practice poses in front of a mirror, focus on your breathing, and consider doing a trial run with a friend or
family member. Feeling prepared can greatly reduce anxiety.

Q: How often should I update my business headshot?
A: It is recommended to update your headshot every 1-2 years or whenever your appearance changes
significantly, such as a new hairstyle or if you change industries.
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  what to wear business headshot: The Headshot Handbook: A Step-by-Step Guide to Headshot
Photography Amanda Otis, 2024-05-17 Unlock the secrets to capturing stunning headshots with The
Headshot Handbook: A Step-by-Step Guide to Headshot Photography. Whether you are a budding
photographer or a seasoned professional looking to refine your skills, this comprehensive guide will
take you through every aspect of headshot photography. Inside, you'll find expert advice on selecting
the right equipment, mastering lighting techniques, and understanding the importance of angles and
expressions. Learn how to create a comfortable environment for your subjects, enabling them to
convey their best selves in every shot. The book has practical tips, step-by-step tutorials, and
inspiring examples to elevate your photography game. From corporate professionals to actors and
models, The Headshot Handbook covers diverse styles and approaches, ensuring you can meet
clients' needs. Discover how to perfectly retouch and edit your photos, delivering high-quality results
that stand out in today's competitive market. Transform your headshot photography with this
indispensable resource and capture images that leave a lasting impression. Whether you aim to build
a successful photography business or enhance your portfolio, The Headshot Handbook is your
ultimate guide to achieving remarkable headshots every time.
  what to wear business headshot: Act Like It's Your Business Jonathan Flom, 2013-07-18
Many actors treat their profession as a purely artistic endeavor, rarely conceding that there is more
to making a living than simply showing up on stage or in front of a camera. By refusing to seriously
acknowledge that self-promotion is vital to their livelihoods, many performers can get quickly
discouraged by the vicious circle of audition and rejection. However, with a little foresight and
planning, actors can learn how to become their own best advocates for a career in the business of
show. In Act Like It’s Your Business:Branding and Marketing Strategies for Actors, Jonathan Flom
helps actors and others in the arts understand the power of branding. This guide walks the reader
through the process of creating a personal brand for a small business and then marketing that brand
and broadcasting it through every step of the process—from choosing clothing, arranging headshots,
and designing resumes to selecting a repertoire, building a website, obtaining business cards, and
networking. Flom also offers advice on such real-world issues as goal-setting, finances, contracts,
and day jobs and provides insight and guidance on how to approach agents, auditions, and casting
directors. A book of empowerment meant to shift the balance of control to actors themselves, Act
Like It’s Your Business is aimed atprofessional performers as well as students who are getting ready
to transition from college to career. Structured logically and step by step, this accessible guide will
become the standard for nearly anyone hoping to build an enduring career in the performing arts.
  what to wear business headshot: 51 Things Every Actor Should Know Bobby Lacer,
2024-08-05 51 Things Every Actor Should Know addresses the do's and don'ts and the whys and
hows of being an actor in the film industry. It is designed to help actors, at any stage in their career,
better understand the industry and avoid making mistakes on important items, such as resumes,
headshots, technology, representation, and more. This book is a true 'how-to' guide for all actors,
both new and established. And with the additional bonus section, 101 Terms Every Actor Should
Know, this is a must-have book for any actor who wants to succeed in the film industry. Forward by
actor and producer James Dickey.
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  what to wear business headshot: How to Enter the Business of Commercial Modeling
and Acting ... Without Getting Ripped Off Stuart J. Scesney, 2012 Are You a Beautiful Woman?
Great... Are You a Handsome Man? Great... You an Everyday Looking Person?Even Better! Not only
BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE, 5'11 plus get work modeling and acting! REAL PEOPLE get work too! Think
about it. Monitor your TV for 12 hours. What characters do you see more of on TV commercials,
movies, infomercials, web commercials, etc.! It's the real person! Real people target the
real/everyday consumer. Modeling and acting is not only fun...it's KILLER money! Stuart Scesney
Author, Talent Adviser Former C.E.O. Talent Factory & Stu's Casting, Inc. Shark repellent for the
serious actor...I recommend this book to any new talent. Brian Robinson Marketing Director Morgan
Creek Productions
  what to wear business headshot: An Actor's Business Andrew Reilly, 2004-06-21 A thorough
and well-written resource for anyone wanting to understand all facets of the acting business. It
covers everything from unions to marketing yourself.
  what to wear business headshot: Personal Branding For Dummies Susan Chritton, 2014-06-25
The simple guide to managing your personal brand, a vital element of success in the professional
world Personal Branding For Dummies, 2nd Edition, is your guide to creating and maintaining a
personal trademark by equating self-impression with other people's perceptions. This updated
edition includes new information on expanding your brand through social media, online job boards,
and communities, using the tried and true methods that are the foundation of personal branding.
Marketing your skills and personality, and showing the rest of the world who you are, gives you a
competitive edge. Whether you're looking for your first job, considering changing careers, or just
want to be more viable and successful in your current career, this guide provides the step-by-step
information you need to develop your personal brand. Distinguishing yourself from the competition
is important in any facet of business, and the rise of personal branding has evolved specifically to
help candidates stand out from the global talent pool. Establishing a professional presence with a
clear and concise image, reputation, and status is a must, whether you're a new grad or an
accomplished executive. Personal marketing has never been more important, and your personal
brand should communicate the best you have to offer. Personal Branding For Dummies, 2nd Edition,
leads you step by step through the self-branding process. Includes information on how to know the
real you Explains how to develop a target market positioning statement Helps you make plans for
your personal brand communications Instructs you with ways to make your mark on your brand
environment The book also discusses continued brand building, demonstrating your brand, and the
10 things that can sink your brand. A personal brand is more than just a business card and a resume.
It should be exquisitely crafted to capture exactly the image you wish to project. Personal Branding
For Dummies, 2nd Edition provides the information, tips, tricks, and techniques you need to do it
right.
  what to wear business headshot: Acting: Make It Your Business Paul Russell, 2020-10-14
In ACTING: Make It Your Business, Second Edition, award-winning casting director Paul Russell
puts the power to land jobs and thrive in any medium—stage, film, television, or the
Internet—directly into the hands of the actor. This blunt and practical guide offers a wealth of advice
on auditioning, marketing, and networking, combining traditional techniques with those best suited
for the digital age. Well-known actors and powerful agents and managers make cameos throughout,
offering newcomers and working professionals alike a clear-eyed, uncensored perspective on
survival and advancement within the entertainment industry. This second edition has been updated
and expanded to include the following: More stars of screen and stage sharing acting career
strategies Digital audition techniques for screen and stage, including how best to self-tape New tools
to master modern marketing, both digital and traditional with innovation Expanded actor resource
listings Additional bicoastal talent agents and managers spilling secrets for obtaining
representation, and tips for successful actor-to-representation partnerships New insights on audition
techniques An excellent resource for career actors, beginning and amateur actors, as well as
students in Acting I and II, Auditions, and Business of Acting courses, ACTING: Make It Your



Business provides readers with invaluable tools to build a successful, long-lasting acting career.
  what to wear business headshot: Professional Headshots John Patrick Hart, 1994 How to
make money shooting portfolios for actors.
  what to wear business headshot: How to Start a Career Coaching Business AS, 2024-08-01
How to Start a XXXX Business About the Book Unlock the essential steps to launching and managing
a successful business with How to Start a XXXX Business. Part of the acclaimed How to Start a
Business series, this volume provides tailored insights and expert advice specific to the XXX
industry, helping you navigate the unique challenges and seize the opportunities within this field.
What You'll Learn Industry Insights: Understand the market, including key trends, consumer
demands, and competitive dynamics. Learn how to conduct market research, analyze data, and
identify emerging opportunities for growth that can set your business apart from the competition.
Startup Essentials: Develop a comprehensive business plan that outlines your vision, mission, and
strategic goals. Learn how to secure the necessary financing through loans, investors, or
crowdfunding, and discover best practices for effectively setting up your operation, including
choosing the right location, procuring equipment, and hiring a skilled team. Operational Strategies:
Master the day-to-day management of your business by implementing efficient processes and
systems. Learn techniques for inventory management, staff training, and customer service
excellence. Discover effective marketing strategies to attract and retain customers, including digital
marketing, social media engagement, and local advertising. Gain insights into financial
management, including budgeting, cost control, and pricing strategies to optimize profitability and
ensure long-term sustainability. Legal and Compliance: Navigate regulatory requirements and
ensure compliance with industry laws through the ideas presented. Why Choose How to Start a
XXXX Business? Whether you're wondering how to start a business in the industry or looking to
enhance your current operations, How to Start a XXX Business is your ultimate resource. This book
equips you with the knowledge and tools to overcome challenges and achieve long-term success,
making it an invaluable part of the How to Start a Business collection. Who Should Read This Book?
Aspiring Entrepreneurs: Individuals looking to start their own business. This book offers step-by-step
guidance from idea conception to the grand opening, providing the confidence and know-how to get
started. Current Business Owners: Entrepreneurs seeking to refine their strategies and expand their
presence in the sector. Gain new insights and innovative approaches to enhance your current
operations and drive growth. Industry Professionals: Professionals wanting to deepen their
understanding of trends and best practices in the business field. Stay ahead in your career by
mastering the latest industry developments and operational techniques. Side Income Seekers:
Individuals looking for the knowledge to make extra income through a business venture. Learn how
to efficiently manage a part-time business that complements your primary source of income and
leverages your skills and interests. Start Your Journey Today! Empower yourself with the insights
and strategies needed to build and sustain a thriving business. Whether driven by passion or
opportunity, How to Start a XXXX Business offers the roadmap to turning your entrepreneurial
dreams into reality. Download your copy now and take the first step towards becoming a successful
entrepreneur! Discover more titles in the How to Start a Business series: Explore our other volumes,
each focusing on different fields, to gain comprehensive knowledge and succeed in your chosen
industry.
  what to wear business headshot: Photography Business Basics Natasha Martinez, Mark
Maryanovich, 2025-06-24 Why do some photographers succeed when others fail? It’s often because
the successful ones know the Photography Business Basics... Written with a friendly, conversational
tone Photography Business Basics offers easy to read, practical advice using an innovative
work-back plan that logically deconstructs a mountain of activities into manageable actions. You’ll
learn how to: Set your pricing in the simple and most effective way. Craft your sales funnel and
construct a marketing plan based on marketing math. Use SEO strategies to improve your rankings
and discover the only metric that matters. Plus much more! Photography Business Basics is a
resource for emerging, mid-career, and experienced photographers of all specialties interested in



starting or making their own freelance business the best it can be.
  what to wear business headshot: Present-Day Corporate Communication Rudolf Beger,
2018-06-22 This book serves as an easy-to-read, up-to-date practical guide on professional corporate
communication. The key market for this book is the Asia-Pacific region, mainly because there is a
gap in know-how in corporate communication among many industry sectors. In addition, at present,
one cannot find a lot of educational literature about corporate communication in the market.
Therefore, this guidebook closes that gap. In Asia, companies are starting to realize the importance
of corporate communication in all areas (external and internal corporate communication, crisis
communication (Example: TEPCO) and political communication / government relations / lobbying).
This is triggered not only by the recent high profile and success of targeted (political)
communication in the USA, but also by the notorious export-orientation of many Asian companies
and their increasingly multi-national orientation (fostered by M&A and foreign investments). In
addition, the increasing importance of online communication and digital/social media is an important
reason why existing guidebooks on corporate communication have to be reassessed and modernized.
This book focuses on all major aspects of modern corporate communication, including online / digital
communication, and covers new developments, such as “fake news”, “post-truths”, “political
correctness”, “the art of bridging” and other new phenomena in the world of (corporate)
communication. Simple cartoon-style drawings supplement the text in order to facilitate reading and
learning. Corporate communication professional, as well as students and professors in
business/management programs, will be given tools to effectively and successfully plan and
implement corporate communication strategies and tactics in all major areas.
  what to wear business headshot: Acting is Your Business Wendy S. Kurtzman, 2024-01-25
After training and studying for years, you've earned a degree: now what? How to get a job and have
a career as an actor is the number one question facing emerging artists and one which this book
answers for you. While performing arts schools do a great job of teaching how to act, most don't
teach you how to launch and sustain a career. This book addresses this fundamental aspect of your
creative journey, delivering a precise formula to help you organize the next chapter of your life. It
helps you to find work and proactively build a career by providing the tools you'll need to connect
with working professionals within the industry. If acting is your business, you must run it as a
business. Positioning you as CEO of your own company, this book uses a boardroom table as a visual
model. At that table are 7 key positions, each representing an area of action and expertise that you
must understand to build a successful career. With worksheets and tools, supplemented throughout
with interviews with industry professionals from North America, the UK and Europe, and Australia,
and further supported by a companion website, this action plan will empower and equip you to
achieve your career goals.
  what to wear business headshot: How to Create a Successful Photography Business
Elizabeth Etienne, 2012-02-28 How to Create a Successful Photography Business is a comprehensive
how-to manual, jam-packed with the secrets to creating a photography business that can generate a
stable income. With the most up-to-date, comprehensive information on the photography business,
the book addresses the taboo conflict of artist vs. moneymaker and attempts to demystify fantasy
from reality. Etienne encourages photographers to define the subjects they would like to shoot and
research the income earning potential of these subjects. Chapters are presented in chronological
order, starting with ?ling the legal documents to establishing a real photo business and extending to
client relations, marketing, prepping, and shooting. The book also includes templates for legal
documents and an extensive reference section on photo-related products, support groups, and
services.
  what to wear business headshot: Ace Your Résumé, Application, and Interview Skills Elissa
Thompson, Ann Byers, 2019-12-15 Looking for a job can be overwhelming for anyone, especially a
teen in search of that first paying gig. In this easy-to-follow guide, readers will learn all the steps to
finding, applying, and interviewing for a job. Step-by-step instructions will explain how to build a
resume, how to write a compelling cover letter, and how to pen business correspondence. Accessible



advice will help job-seeking teens to dress professionally, tackle tricky interview questions, and
showcase the very best they have to offer.
  what to wear business headshot: Acting in Industrials William Paul Steele, 1994 Bill Steele
has worked in hundreds of corporate videos; he knows how they work, and he knows how to get
work in them.
  what to wear business headshot: Grow Your Handmade Business Kari Chapin, 2012-07-04
Are you ready to make a living from your craft? Learn how to map out a financial plan, expand
production, automate distribution, address legal matters, and much more. Start growing your
business beyond the dining room table and leave your day job behind.
  what to wear business headshot: The Actor's Life Jenna Fischer, 2017-11-14 Jenna Fischer's
Hollywood journey began at the age of 22 when she moved to Los Angeles from her hometown of St.
Louis. With a theater degree in hand, she was determined, she was confident, she was ready to work
hard. So, what could go wrong? Uh, basically everything. The path to being a professional actor was
so much more vast and competitive than she'd imagined. It would be eight long years before she
landed her iconic role on The Office, nearly a decade of frustration, struggle, rejection and doubt. If
only she'd had a handbook for the aspiring actor. Or, better yet, someone to show her the way—an
established actor who could educate her about the business, manage her expectations, and reassure
her in those moments of despair. Jenna wants to be that person for you. With amusing candor and
wit, Fischer spells out the nuts and bolts of getting established in the profession, based on her own
memorable and hilarious experiences. She tells you how to get the right headshot, what to look for
in representation, and the importance of joining forces with other like-minded artists and creating
your own work—invaluable advice personally acquired from her many years of struggle. She
provides helpful hints on how to be gutsy and take risks, the tricks to good auditioning and
callbacks, and how not to fall for certain scams (auditions in a guy's apartment are probably not
legit—or at least not for the kind of part you're looking for!). Her inspiring, helpful guidance feels
like a trusted friend who's made the journey, and has now returned to walk beside you, pointing out
the pitfalls as you blaze your own path towards the life of a professional actor.
  what to wear business headshot: Acting Paul Russell, 2008 ACTING: Make It Your Business,
written by a veteran casting director, puts the power to land jobs and thrive in any medium - stage,
film, TV, or the Internet - directly into the hands of the actor. This blunt, wise, and often hilarious
guide overflows with cutting-edge audition, marketing, and networking strategies, combining
traditional techniques with those best suited for the digital age. Well-known actors and powerful
agents make cameos throughout, offering newcomers and working professionals alike a clear-eyed,
uncensored perspective on survival and advancement within the entertainment industry.--BOOK
JACKET.
  what to wear business headshot: Style Bible Lauren A. Rothman, 2016-10-04 First
impressions (and second ones!) count, whether you are an intern or a CEO. Lauren A. Rothman
addresses an age-old dilemma: how to be appropriate and stylish in the workplace. Based on a
decade of experience in the fashion industry, she addresses the basics of fashion and executive
presence by offering advice, anecdotes, and style alerts that help readers avoid major fashion faux
pas at the office. Style Bible: What to Wear to Work is the must-have resource for the modern
professional, male or female, climbing the ladder of success. Lauren identifies the ultimate wardrobe
essentials, and reveals shopping strategies and destinations for the everyday person. Style Bible,
complete with helpful illustrations, is the go-to manual on how to dress for every professional
occasion and a valuable resource for understanding dress codes by industry, city, and gender so that
your visual cues will make a strong impact. Make a commitment to being better dressed at work
with Style Bible.
  what to wear business headshot: LinkedIn Profile Optimization For Dummies Donna Serdula,
2016-12-27 Optimize your LinkedIn profile—and get results Your LinkedIn profile is essentially a
platform to shape how others see you, highlight your abilities, products, or services, and explain how
your work impacts lives. Yet many people simply copy and paste their resume and expect job offers



and networking opportunities to start rolling in—but that isn't how it works. LinkedIn Profile
Optimization For Dummies shows you how to create a profile that enhances your personal brand,
controls how others see you, and shapes a successful future for your career. Whether your goal is
job search, branding, reputation management, or sales, people are Googling you—and your LinkedIn
profile is more often than not their first point of contact. With a focus on who you are, the value you
deliver, and the culture you cultivate, the profile you'll create with the help of this guide will make
that first connection a positive one—giving you a better chance to see results. Create a powerful
LinkedIn profile Discover your personal keywords Showcase your experience and accomplishments
Be seen on the world's largest professional social network You never get a second chance to make a
great first impression, and LinkedIn Profile Optimization For Dummies helps to ensure you're
presenting yourself in the best possible light.
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