when did evinrude go out of business

when did evinrude go out of business is a question that has intrigued boating enthusiasts and
industry professionals alike. Evinrude, a brand synonymous with outboard motors, has a storied
history dating back to the early 20th century. In this article, we will explore the timeline of
Evinrude's rise and eventual decline, detailing the factors that led to its closure. We will also discuss
the impact Evinrude left on the marine industry, the significance of its innovations, and what the
future holds for the brand. This comprehensive overview will provide insights into when Evinrude
went out of business, alongside the broader context of its operations and legacy.
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History of Evinrude

Evinrude was founded in 1907 by Ole Evinrude, a Norwegian immigrant. His passion for boating and
innovation led to the creation of the first commercially successful outboard motor. The original
Evinrude motor was a revolutionary product at the time, offering a lightweight and efficient
alternative to inboard engines. Over the years, Evinrude became a staple in the boating industry,
known for its quality and performance.

The company experienced significant growth throughout the early to mid-20th century, becoming
one of the leading manufacturers of outboard motors. By the 1950s and 60s, Evinrude's reputation
for reliability and innovation was well-established, and the brand was synonymous with recreational
boating. Evinrude's commitment to engineering excellence allowed it to introduce numerous
advancements in outboard technology, making boating more accessible and enjoyable for
enthusiasts across the globe.

The Rise of Evinrude



Innovations and Product Development

During its early years, Evinrude focused heavily on research and development, which led to several
groundbreaking innovations in outboard motor technology. Some of the notable advancements
included:

e Two-stroke engines that significantly improved power-to-weight ratios.
e Electric start motors for easier operation.
e Lower emissions technology that addressed environmental concerns.

e Advanced cooling systems to enhance engine performance and longevity.

These innovations not only solidified Evinrude's position in the market but also influenced the design
and functionality of outboard motors across the industry. The brand's commitment to quality and
performance ensured a loyal customer base, especially among recreational boaters and fishing
enthusiasts.

Market Expansion

As the popularity of boating grew in the post-war era, Evinrude capitalized on the increasing
demand for outboard motors. The company expanded its product lineup to cater to various
segments, including fishing boats, recreational crafts, and commercial marine applications. Evinrude
also established a strong dealer network, which helped distribute its products effectively and
provided customers with reliable service support.

Challenges Faced by Evinrude

Increased Competition

Despite its early success, Evinrude faced growing competition from other manufacturers in the
outboard motor industry. Brands like Yamaha, Honda, and Mercury began to capture significant
market share by offering innovative products and competitive pricing. This intensifying competition
put pressure on Evinrude to continuously innovate and adapt to changing consumer preferences.

Economic Factors



The economic landscape also posed challenges for Evinrude. Fluctuations in the economy, coupled
with rising costs of production and materials, affected profitability. The 2008 financial crisis had a
particularly adverse impact on the marine industry, leading to reduced consumer spending on
recreational boating. As sales declined, Evinrude struggled to maintain its market presence.

Corporate Changes

In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, Evinrude underwent several corporate changes, including
ownership transfers and restructuring efforts. These changes often led to uncertainty within the
company and impacted its ability to focus on product development and marketing. The shifting
corporate landscape contributed to a decline in brand loyalty, as consumers began to question the
stability and future of the Evinrude brand.

When Did Evinrude Go Out of Business?

In May 2020, Evinrude officially announced that it would cease production of outboard motors,
marking the end of an era for the brand. The decision came as part of a strategic shift by its parent
company, BRP (Bombardier Recreational Products), to focus on its more profitable brands and
product lines. The abrupt closure surprised many in the industry, as Evinrude had been a key player
in the outboard motor market for over a century.

The cessation of operations was attributed to various factors, including the aforementioned
economic challenges, increasing competition, and a declining market for two-stroke outboard
motors, which Evinrude was known for producing. Despite attempts to revitalize the brand and
introduce new products, the company ultimately could not sustain its operations in a challenging
market environment.

The Legacy of Evinrude

Even though Evinrude is no longer in business, its legacy continues to impact the boating industry.
The brand is remembered for its pioneering spirit and numerous contributions to outboard motor
technology. Many vintage Evinrude motors are still in use today, cherished by collectors and boating
enthusiasts alike. The innovations introduced by Evinrude helped shape the standards for modern
outboard motors, emphasizing efficiency, reliability, and ease of use.

Additionally, Evinrude's commitment to environmental stewardship paved the way for future
advancements in cleaner and more sustainable boating technologies. The brand's history serves as a
testament to the importance of innovation and adaptability in a rapidly evolving market.



What'’s Next for Evinrude?

While Evinrude as a manufacturing entity has ceased operations, the brand still holds significant
value within the marine community. There are ongoing discussions about the potential for Evinrude
motors to be revived or reimagined in collaboration with other brands or as part of new
technologies. The emphasis on electric and hybrid propulsion systems is gaining traction, and
Evinrude's legacy could play a role in future developments.

Additionally, the aftermarket for Evinrude parts and services remains robust, as many boaters
continue to rely on their existing Evinrude motors. The brand's rich history and loyal customer base
could potentially inspire new ventures or partnerships aimed at revitalizing the Evinrude name in
the marine industry.

Q: When did Evinrude go out of business?

A: Evinrude officially ceased production of outboard motors in May 2020.

Q: What led to Evinrude's closure?

A: Evinrude's closure was influenced by economic challenges, increased competition, and a strategic
decision by its parent company, BRP, to focus on more profitable brands.

Q: What innovations did Evinrude introduce?

A: Evinrude is known for innovations such as two-stroke engines, electric start motors, and advanced
cooling systems, which have significantly shaped outboard motor technology.

Q: Is Evinrude still a recognized brand?

A: Yes, Evinrude remains a recognized brand within the marine community, known for its history
and contributions to outboard motor technology.

Q: What is the future of Evinrude motors?

A: While Evinrude motors are no longer produced, there are discussions about potential revivals or
new developments, particularly in electric and hybrid technologies.

Q: Are there aftermarket parts available for Evinrude motors?

A: Yes, there is a robust aftermarket for Evinrude parts and services, as many boaters continue to
use their Evinrude motors.



Q: How did Evinrude impact the marine industry?

A: Evinrude played a significant role in the marine industry by introducing innovations that
improved the performance, efficiency, and accessibility of outboard motors.

Q: What is the significance of Evinrude's legacy?

A: Evinrude's legacy is significant due to its pioneering innovations and the lasting impact it had on
boating technology, influencing modern outboard motor design and environmental considerations.

Q: Why did Evinrude focus on two-stroke engines?

A: Evinrude focused on two-stroke engines because they offered a favorable power-to-weight ratio
and were lighter than four-stroke engines, making them popular among recreational boaters.
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opportunities for the black man. Therefore the Black Migration began with black families leaving the
servile attitudes of the South with the dreams of a better life. LeRoy Allen was blessed with good,
hard-working parents who taught him to take pride in himself, to work hard, use good manners, and
to respect all people. As a teenager, he took an interest in, and competed in almost all sports, but his
big interest was boxing. He became Wisconsins State Golden Gloves champion for 3 different years.
Later, he spent a few years as a professional boxer, meeting and sparring with many well-known
boxers of that era. As a young adult, he became more aware of the prejudices and inequities
surrounding the black man. Most of his adult years were spent moving from job to job, trying to
improve his circumstances, while searching for decent employment to support his growing family.
After experiencing nearly 50 different jobs, he succeeded in being hired into a position for which he
was trained and well qualified. He was well into middle age before the job market began to hire
women or blacks into responsible positions. Mr. Allen records many of the changes in the attitudes
towards blacks in Milwaukee, and across the nation, as they occured during the last half of the 20th
century. It is a story of faith, determination, and fortitude and a real insight into our nations
awakening to the talents of our black citizens and our growing respect for their contributions to our
society.
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