surf brands going out of business

surf brands going out of business have become a concerning trend in the
surfing industry, reflecting broader economic challenges and shifting
consumer preferences. As some of the most recognized names in surfing gear
face financial difficulties, the implications for enthusiasts and the
industry at large are significant. This article will delve into the reasons
behind the decline of these surf brands, explore notable examples, and
discuss the potential future of the surf industry. Additionally, we will
examine the impact of changing market dynamics on both established and
emerging brands.

The following sections will guide you through this complex landscape of surf

brands, detailing the factors that contribute to their downfall and the
possible paths forward in an evolving market.

e Overview of Surf Industry Challenges

Notable Surf Brands That Have Closed

e Factors Contributing to Brand Failures

The Impact on Consumers and the Market

e Future Trends in the Surf Industry

Overview of Surf Industry Challenges

The surf industry, once thriving with innovation and style, faces numerous
challenges that have led to the decline of several surf brands. Market
saturation, changing consumer behavior, and economic pressures are just a few
of the factors at play.

One of the primary issues is the increased competition from both established
brands and new entrants. With the rise of e-commerce, consumers have access
to a wider variety of products, often at lower prices. This has made it
difficult for traditional surf brands to maintain their market share.
Additionally, the advent of fast fashion has shifted consumer preferences
towards trendy and affordable options, often at the expense of quality and
brand loyalty.

Moreover, economic downturns and shifts in disposable income can
significantly impact sales. During economic uncertainties, consumers tend to
cut back on discretionary spending, which includes surf gear and apparel.
This trend has forced many brands to rethink their strategies and product
offerings to remain competitive.

Notable Surf Brands That Have Closed



In recent years, several well-known surf brands have succumbed to financial
difficulties, leading to closures or significant downsizing. These closures
serve as a stark reminder of the volatile nature of the surf market.

Examples of Failed Brands

Some of the most notable surf brands that have faced bankruptcy or closure
include:

Quiksilver: Once a leader in the surf wear market, Quiksilver filed for
bankruptcy in 2015 due to declining sales and overwhelming debt.

e Billabong: Following a series of acquisitions and financial struggles,
Billabong faced significant challenges, which led to a buyout and
restructuring in recent years.

e Element: As part of the larger brand portfolio, Element has seen
fluctuations and rebranding efforts that have not always been
successful.

e Rip Curl: Despite its iconic status, Rip Curl has faced challenges in
maintaining profitability in an evolving market.

These closures highlight the fragility of brand strength in the surf
industry, where consumer loyalty can be easily swayed by newer, more agile
competitors.

Factors Contributing to Brand Failures

Understanding the factors that lead to the decline of surf brands is
essential for analyzing the future of the industry. Several interconnected
issues contribute to this trend.

Market Saturation

The surf apparel and equipment market has become increasingly saturated, with
numerous brands vying for consumer attention. This saturation leads to fierce
competition, making it difficult for brands to stand out. As a result, even
established brands struggle to maintain their market position against a
backdrop of emerging alternatives.

Changing Consumer Preferences

Today's consumers are more focused on sustainability, ethical sourcing, and
overall brand values. Many traditional surf brands have struggled to adapt to
these changing preferences, leading to a disconnect with their core audience.



Brands that fail to align their values with consumer expectations may find
themselves at a disadvantage.

Economic Pressures

Economic factors such as recessions, inflation, and shifts in consumer
spending can severely impact surf brands. During economic downturns,
discretionary spending on leisure activities like surfing diminishes,
affecting overall sales. Brands that do not diversify their offerings or
adapt to economic changes are more likely to face financial hardship.

The Impact on Consumers and the Market

The decline of surf brands not only affects the companies themselves but also
has broader implications for consumers and the market.

Consumer Choices

As surf brands go out of business, consumers are left with fewer options for
high-quality products. This reduction in choice can lead to increased prices
as remaining brands capitalize on reduced competition. Moreover, the loss of
iconic brands can diminish the cultural significance of surfing, as these
brands often serve as symbols of the surf lifestyle.

Market Dynamics

The exit of established brands from the market can create opportunities for
new entrants. Emerging surf companies that focus on niche markets or offer
innovative products may fill the void left by failing brands. This shift can
foster diversity in the market, encouraging creativity and new ideas.

Future Trends in the Surf Industry

As the surf industry evolves, several trends are emerging that could shape
its future. Understanding these trends is crucial for both consumers and
businesses.

Sustainability and Ethical Production

One of the most significant trends in the surf industry is the increasing
focus on sustainability. Brands that prioritize eco-friendly materials,
ethical labor practices, and transparent supply chains are likely to resonate
with modern consumers. This shift towards sustainability may also drive
innovation in product design and manufacturing processes.



Technological Integration

The integration of technology into surf products is another area of growth.
From smart surfboards that track performance to apps that enhance the surfing
experience, technology is becoming an essential component of the surf
lifestyle. Brands that embrace technological advancements may attract a new
generation of surfers.

Community Engagement

Successful surf brands in the future will likely focus on community
engagement and building strong relationships with their customers. This could
involve sponsoring local surf events, supporting environmental initiatives,
and creating platforms for surfers to connect and share experiences.

Direct—-to—-Consumer Models

Many surf brands are shifting towards direct-to-consumer sales models,
allowing them to build stronger relationships with customers and reduce
reliance on third-party retailers. This approach can enhance brand loyalty
and provide valuable customer insights.

Conclusion

The trend of surf brands going out of business reflects the dynamic and
challenging landscape of the surf industry. As various factors contribute to
the decline of established brands, new opportunities for innovation and
growth arise. The future of the surf industry may hinge on sustainability,
technological advancements, and a renewed focus on community engagement.

As the industry adapts to changing consumer preferences and economic
realities, both brands and consumers must navigate this evolving landscape
with awareness and adaptability.

Q: What are the main reasons surf brands go out of
business?

A: The primary reasons include market saturation, changing consumer
preferences towards sustainability, economic pressures during downturns, and
increased competition from new brands.

Q: Which surf brands have recently closed or filed
for bankruptcy?

A: Notable brands that have closed or filed for bankruptcy include
Quiksilver, Billabong, and Element, all of which have faced significant
financial challenges in recent years.



Q: How do economic downturns affect the surf
industry?

A: Economic downturns typically lead to reduced discretionary spending,
impacting sales of surf gear and apparel as consumers prioritize essential
purchases.

Q: What is the role of sustainability in the future
of surf brands?

A: Sustainability is becoming increasingly important as consumers prioritize
eco-friendly products. Brands that adopt sustainable practices are likely to
attract more customers and build loyalty.

Q: How can emerging surf brands compete with
established ones?

A: Emerging surf brands can compete by focusing on niche markets, offering
innovative products, and engaging directly with consumers to build strong
brand loyalty.

Q: What trends are shaping the future of the surf
industry?

A: Key trends shaping the future include sustainability, technological
integration in products, increased community engagement, and a shift towards
direct-to-consumer sales models.

Q: What impact do brand closures have on consumers?

A: Brand closures reduce consumer choices, potentially lead to higher prices,
and may diminish the cultural significance of surfing as iconic brands become
less prevalent.

Q: Are there any benefits to the decline of
traditional surf brands?

A: Yes, the decline of traditional brands may create space for innovative
startups to emerge, fostering diversity and creativity in the surf market.

Q: How can established surf brands adapt to survive?

A: Established brands can adapt by embracing sustainability, leveraging
technology, engaging with their communities, and exploring direct-to-consumer
sales strategies.
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surf brands going out of business: Surfing Life Mark Stranger, 2017-03-02 Surfing Life is a
study of surfing and social change that also provides insights into other experience-based
contemporary subcultures and the nature of the self and social formations in contemporary society.
Making use of extensive empirical material to support innovative theoretical approaches to social
change, this book offers an analysis of the relationship between embodied experience, culture and
the economy. With its ground breaking theoretical contributions, and its foundation in an
ethnographic study of surfing culture in locations across Australia, this volume will appeal not only
to those interested in the social and cultural phenomenon of surfing, but also to anyone interested in
the sociology of sport and leisure, the sociology of culture and consumption, risk-taking, subcultures
and theories of contemporary social change.

surf brands going out of business: Surfing Chris Nelson, Demi Taylor, 2017-03-31 Crowood
Sports Guides are the perfect tool for anyone wanting to improve their performance, from beginners
learning the basic skills to more experienced participants working on advanced techniques. These
practical, no-nonsense guides will help give you that all important advantage. Fully illustrated with
over 150 colour photographs, Surfing - Crowood Sports Guides covers: the history of surfing;
choosing and maintaining a board; reading the ocean; skills development; advanced techniques;
environmental care and surf contests and careers. This instructional and practical guide is aimed at
surfers, surf enthusiasts and surf instructors and is superbly illustrated with 150 full colour
photographs.

surf brands going out of business: Lifestyle Brands S. Saviolo, A. Marazza, 2012-12-05 What
do brands like Apple, Diesel, Abercrombie & Fitch and Virgin have in common and what
differentiates them from other brands? These brands are able to maintain a relationship with their
clients that goes beyond brand loyalty. This gives a complete analysis of Lifestyle Brands, that
inspire, guide and motivate beyond product benefits alone.

surf brands going out of business: Surf Shack Nina Freudenberger, Heather Summerville,
2017-04-11 Cabin porn goes coastal in Nina Freudenberger’s Surf Shack [Vanity Fair], and here are
bungalows, trailers, cabins, and beach homes where surfers retreat after a day on the waves. Peek
inside the homes of longtime enthusiasts and dedicated newcomers that reflect not just a sport or
passion, but also a way of life. Blake and Heather Mycoskie of TOMS, hotelier Sean MacPherson,
Gypset author Julia Chaplin, and others have set up their spaces to embrace a casual ease and be the
break between the waves. With vibrant photographs of design details and bright beaches—from
Malibu to the Rockaways, from Japan to Australia—this book captures the soulful milieu of a lifestyle
we all aspire to. A colorful tour of some of the most unique surfer abodes around the world, from
Melbourne to New York City. —Architectural Digest

surf brands going out of business: Swellbeing Blake Johnston, 2025-09-30 Blake 'Blakey'
Johnston is a surfer. So was his dad. And his brothers. For Blake, growing up around the beaches of
Cronulla, life was good and surfing was everything. At sixteen, he turned pro and took off around the
world, chasing his dream to become the world's best. The thing about dreams, though, is that they
change - sometimes by choice and sometimes by circumstance. For some people, that change can be
too much. Too often, people stay silent about their struggles; too often, they can't see a way back.
Nine Australians commit suicide every day. Blake's dad was one of them. Ever since, Blake has made
it his mission to help people find the tools they need to stay alive. In his own struggles with mental
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health, they are the tools he's used to find the joys in nature, family, human connection and himself.
These tools even enabled him to unite a community, spend forty gruelling hours in the water, catch
707 waves and claim the world record for longest surf. And then the world's biggest paddle-out.
Now, in Swellbeing, his powerful and inspiring memoir, Blake outlines what he drew on to overcome
his challenges with mental illness and shares the lessons he's learned to help others make it through
the tough times to live their best lives. He's hoping his experience can ripple out and help others.
Because . . . everyone deserves to feel awesome.

surf brands going out of business: Surfing and Sustainability Gregory Borne, 2018-07-04
Surfing and Sustainability presents a new way of understanding the impact of surfing on the
environment, society and the economy, providing important insights into the field of sustainability
and arguing that the activity of surfing offers a unique opportunity to explore the ambiguity of
sustainability. The book contextualises surfing within current debates on sustainability and applies
these debates to an innovative theoretical framework drawn from elements of a risk society and
sociotechnical transitions. The book discusses the capacity of surfing to influence behaviour, both at
an individual and organisational level, exploring sustainability from a range of perspectives
including industry, the charity sector, media and celebrity culture. Featuring a range of international
case studies, it analyses the greening of the surf industry through topics such as ECOBOARD
surfboard manufacturing, business innovation and branding, environmental activism, information
technology and surf forecasting, as well as the expansion of artificial wave technology. The book also
considers the future directions of surfing and how the inclusion of surfing in the 2020 Olympic
Games will impact sustainability debates. This is important reading for academics and scholars, as
well as undergraduate and postgraduate students working and studying in sports studies, sociology,
geography, economics, psychology, marine science, coastal management and economics. It is also a
valuable resource for practitioners across the globe.

surf brands going out of business: Surf Diva Izzy Tihanyi, Coco Tihanyi, 2005 The founders of
a surf school for women provide both a practical how-to guide to the sport of surfing and a witty look
at the surfing lifestyle, integrating advice from professional surfers and tips on how to stay safe
while having fun.

surf brands going out of business: The View from the Shoulder Roger Cox, 2025-07-03 The
story of surfing in Scotland is defined by people who dared to dream in spite of the cold, from Neva
MacDonald-Haig and the coffin-lid surfers of Machrihanish, who first took to the waves off the west
coast in the 1930s with a little help from a local undertaker, to Andy Bennetts and the pioneers of
the 1960s, who discovered many of the nation's best breaks, to contemporary big wave surfer Ben
Larg, a native of the tiny island of Tiree who now travels the world riding skyscraper-sized walls of
water for a living. Scotland is also home to a rich and distinctive surfing culture, with its own
surfboard shapers, surf instructors, surf filmmakers, surf photographers and surf fashion brands, not
to mention surf-inspired artists and musicians. Professional contests held at some of Scotland's best
waves have drawn visits from surfing world champions including Tom Curren, Sunny Garcia and
John John Florence, and in recent years Scotland's own surfers have begun to make their presence
felt on the competitive stage, with the Scottish surf team featuring at the World Surfing Games and
at Eurosurf after finally gaining official recognition in 2014. The View From the Shoulder draws
together 20 years of surf journalism from the pages of The Scotsman newspaper, together with fresh
context, to create a portrait of a wave-riding community like no other.

surf brands going out of business: The Surfing Yearbook Bruce Boal, 2009-05 THE SURFING
YEAR BOOK OFFERS the complete package of news, features, results, opinions, and photography,
providing an insider's view of everything that matters in each of the world's surfing regions-Africa,
Europe, Southeast Asia and Japan, South and Central America, United States, United Kingdom, and
Australia. An extended Surfing Year Book awareness campaign is underway at Surfersvillage.com,
the world's biggest surfing news Web site, with more than twenty-two million visitor sessions a year.
Surfersvillage will also utilize its large family of publishing partners around the world to advertise
the book's arrival in all surfing markets. With each regional section offering text in English and



language of origin, the book will have broad appeal in all world surfing markets. Photo essays from
the best surf photographers around the world; profiles of all the leading surfers of 2008. Ocean
environmental issues, weather, and swell reports. The only global directory of surfing products and
services. International sponsors include: O'Neill, Quiksilver, Vans Europe, Oakley Europe, Solitude,
Billabong, Hurley, Rip Curl, and Body Glove. Online marketing and promotions. Print and web
advertising campaign. Co-op available. For years, Surfersvillage has led the world in providing the
most comprehensive online information about the sport, culture, and industry of surfing, from the
biggest swell events and contests to the tiniest club meets on the back beaches of the most remote
coasts.

surf brands going out of business: Encyclopedia of Gender and Society Jodi O'Brien, 2009
Provides timely comparative analysis from internationally known contributors.

surf brands going out of business: Sport Tourism Development James Higham, Tom Hinch,
2018-04-23 This book critically explores sport-related tourism drawing on the fields of sport
management, the sociology of sport, consumer behaviour, sports marketing, economic, urban and
sports geography, and tourism studies. It presents multidisciplinary perspectives of sport tourism, as
structured by the geographical concepts of space, place and environment. The volume offers a
comprehensive update of the discussions presented in the two previous editions, recognising the
significant growth in sub-elite participation sports and addresses spectator-based sport events,
participation-based sport events, active sport, and sport heritage activities. It aims to advance
theoretical thinking on the subject of sport tourism development and critical thinking on the
interplay of local and global forces in sport and tourism development. It continues to be an
important text for students and researchers in tourism studies, human geography, sports geography,
sociology of sport, sports management, sports marketing and history of sport.

surf brands going out of business: Lonely Planet East Coast Australia Lonely Planet, Andy
Symington, Kate Armstrong, Cristian Bonetto, Peter Dragicevich, Paul Harding, Trent Holden, Kate
Morgan, Charles Rawlings-Way, Tamara Sheward, 2017-11-01 Lonely Planet: The world's leading
travel guide publisher Lonely Planet East Coast Australia is your passport to the most relevant,
up-to-date advice on what to see and skip, and what hidden discoveries await you. Dive the Great
Barrier Reef, cruise Sydney Harbour and explore Melbourne's laneways; all with your trusted travel
companion. Get to the heart of Australia's East Coast and begin your journey now! Inside Lonely
Planet East Coast Australia: Colour maps and images throughout Highlights and itineraries help you
tailor your trip to your personal needs and interests Insider tips to save time and money and get
around like a local, avoiding crowds and trouble spots Essential info at your fingertips - hours of
operation, phone numbers, websites, transit tips, prices Honest reviews for all budgets - eating,
sleeping, sight-seeing, going out, shopping, hidden gems that most guidebooks miss Cultural
insights give you a richer, more rewarding travel experience - history, politics, environment, climate
change, cuisine, wine, sports Over 100 maps Covers Sydney, NSW Central Coast, Byron Bay,
Melbourne, Great Ocean Road, Brisbane, Gold Coast, Fraser Island, Cairns, Great Barrier Reef and
more eBook Features: (Best viewed on tablet devices and smartphones) Downloadable PDF and
offline maps prevent roaming and data charges Effortlessly navigate and jump between maps and
reviews Add notes to personalise your guidebook experience Seamlessly flip between pages
Bookmarks and speedy search capabilities get you to key pages in a flash Embedded links to
recommendations' websites Zoom-in maps and images Inbuilt dictionary for quick referencing The
Perfect Choice: Lonely Planet East Coast Australia, our most comprehensive guide to Australia's
East Coast, is perfect for both exploring top sights and taking roads less travelled. About Lonely
Planet: Lonely Planet is a leading travel media company and the world’s number one travel
guidebook brand, providing both inspiring and trustworthy information for every kind of traveler
since 1973. Over the past four decades, we've printed over 145 million guidebooks and grown a
dedicated, passionate global community of travelers. You'll also find our content online, and in
mobile apps, video, 14 languages, nine international magazines, armchair and lifestyle books,
ebooks, and more. Important Notice: The digital edition of this book may not contain all of the




images found in the physical edition.

surf brands going out of business: Companies and Their Brands , 2006

surf brands going out of business: The Skateboard Ben Marcus, 2011-06-06 The story of the
simple skateboard is part thriller, part underground, underdog success tale. It[Js chock-full of
innovations, far-out graphic artistry, and ever-more-incredible hot-dogging feats. And the story[]s
told in this book with contributions from the stars themselves[[Tony Hawk, Stacey Peralta, Jeff Ho,
the Dogtown Z-Boys, and more. Beautifully illustrated with historical posters, ads, and memorabilia
along with new action photography, studio skateboard shots, and unique portraits of the stars, this is
a fitting tribute to an American classic.

surf brands going out of business: Handbook of Manufacturing Industries in the World
Economy John R. Bryson, Jennifer Clark, Vida Vanchan, 2015-04-30 This interdisciplinary volume
provides a critical and multi-disciplinary review of current manufacturing processes, practices, and
policies, and broadens our understanding of production and innovation in the world economy.
Chapters highlight how firms

surf brands going out of business: Hydrofeminist Thinking With Oceans Tamara Shefer,
Vivienne Bozalek, Nike Romano, 2023-12-19 Hydrofeminist Thinking with Oceans brings together
authors who are thinking in, with and through the spaces of ocean/s and beaches in South African
contexts to make alternative knowledges towards a justice-to-come and flourishing at a planetary
level. Primary scholarly locations for this work include feminist new materialist and post-humanist
thinking, and specifically locates itself within hydrofeminist thinking. Together with a foreword by
Astrida Neimanis, the chapters in this book explore both land and water with oceans as powerfully
political spaces, globally and locally entangled in the violences of settler colonialism, land
dispossession, slavery, transnational labour exploitation, extractivism and omnicides. South Africa is
a productive space to engage in such scholarship. While there is a growing body of literature that
works within and across disciplines on the sea and bodies of water to think critically about the
damages of centuries of colonisation and continued extractivist capitalism, there remains little work
that explores this burgeoning thinking in global Southern, and more particularly South African
contexts. South African histories of colonisation, slavery and more recently apartheid, which are
saturated in the oceans, are only recently being explored through oceanic logics. This volume offers
valuable Southern contributions and rich situated narratives to such hydrofeminist thinking. It also
brings diverse and more marginal knowledges to bear on the project of generating imaginative
alternatives to hegemonic colonial and patriarchal logics in the academy and elsewhere. While
primarily located in a South African context, the volume speaks well to globalised concerns for
justice and environmental challenges both in human societies and in relation to other species and
planetary crises. The chapters, which will be of interest to scholars, activists and other civil society
stakeholders, share inspiring, rich examples of diverse scholarship, activism and art in these
contexts, extending international scholarship that thinks in/on/with ocean/s, littoral zones and bodies
of water. The book offers ethico-political perspectives on the role of research in ocean governance,
policy development and collective decision-making for ecological justice. This book is suitable for
students and scholars of post-qualitative, feminist, new materialist, embodied, arts-based and
hydrofeminist methods in education, environmental humanities and the social sciences.

surf brands going out of business: Surf Nation Alex Wade, 2008-09-04 If golf is the new
football, then surfing must be the new golf. People are flocking to the sport in record numbers, often
defying the unforgiving British climate to make the best of what can be some world-class waves. But
is it all just surf dudes in VW camper vans heading down for a week's hell-raising in Newquay? Or is
the sport attracting a wider range of addicts, often eschewing the established beaches in pursuit of a
more solitary, and sometimes more dangerous, goal? In SURF NATION: IN SEARCH OF THE FAST
LEFTS AND HOLLOW RIGHTS OF BRITAIN AND IRELAND, Alex Wade takes the pulse of these
islands' surfing credentials, and finds a growing army of devotees as well as some stunning
locations. A witty and engaging mix of travelogue, reportage and guide to where to find the best
breaks, SURF NATION reveals Britain and Ireland to be not just a growing hotbed of surfers but a



surf destination of real credibility.

surf brands going out of business: DIY Style Brent Luvaas, 2013-07-18 Armed with cheap
digital technologies and a fiercely independent spirit, millions of young people from around the
world have taken cultural production into their own hands, crafting their own clothing lines,
launching their own record labels, and forging a vast, collaborative network of impassioned
amateurs more interested in making than consuming. DIY Style tells the story of this international
do-it-yourself (DIY) movement through a major case study of one of its biggest, but least known
contingents: the indie music and fashion scene of the predominantly Muslim Southeast Asian island
nation of Indonesia. Through rich ethnographic detail, in-depth historical analysis, and cutting-edge
social theory, the book chronicles the rise of DIY culture in Indonesia, and also explores the
phenomenon in Europe and the United States, painting an evocative portrait of vibrant communities
who are not only making and distributing popular culture on their own terms, but working to tear
down the barriers between production and consumption, third and first world, global and local. What
emerges from the book is a cautiously optimistic view of the future of global capitalism - a creative,
collectivist alternative built from the ground up. This exciting and original study is essential reading
for students and scholars of anthropology, fashion, media studies, cultural studies and sociology.

surf brands going out of business: Ethno-Aesthetics of Surf in Florida Anne
Barjolin-Smith, 2020-09-21 Ethno-aesthetics of Surf in Florida discusses surf and music as glocal
sociocultural constructs. Focusing on Florida's unexplored surfing culture, the book illustrates how
musical experience begets representations about the world that highlight ways of acting and being
of various sociocultural communities. Based on the conceptualization of ethno-aesthetics, this
ethnographic study provides an analysis of the Space Coast surfers community's collaborative effort
to build social cohesion through their musicking. This transdisciplinary research in American Studies
draws upon various theoretical perspectives from both the humanities and social sciences, including
ethnomusicology, social psychology, and sociolinguistics, to propose new ways of exploring the links
between surfing and musicking. This monograph looks past the myth of iconic 1960s Californian surf
music to show how, as a result of the glocalization of surfing, the musicking of Floridian surfers has
allowed them to express their subjectivities and to make sense of their world. This book contributes
to the debate on the disputed notions of identity and representations by establishing connections
between a local expression of the surf lifestyle and its music. It proposes theoretical models that
explain cultural hybridization, appropriation, and belonging in surfing. It also develops concepts and
notions, such as surfanization, surf strand, lifestyle crossover, and identity marking, to illustrate how
global practices, such as surfing, are endowed with various modes of expression exemplified by the
emergence of unique regional subcultures of surfing.

surf brands going out of business: Rockaway Diane Cardwell, 2020 The inspirational story of
one woman learning to surf and creating a new life in gritty, eccentric Rockaway Beach Unmoored
by a failed marriage and disconnected from her high-octane life in the city, Diane Cardwell finds
herself staring at a small group of surfers coasting through mellow waves toward shore--and senses
something shift. Rockaway is the riveting, joyful story of one woman's reinvention--beginning with
Cardwell taking the A Train to Rockaway, a neglected spit of land dangling off New York City into
the Atlantic Ocean. She finds a teacher, buys a tiny bungalow, and throws her not-overly-athletic self
headlong into learning the inner workings and rhythms of waves and the muscle development and
coordination needed to ride them. As Cardwell begins to find her balance in the water and out,
superstorm Sandy hits, sending her into the maelstrom in search of safer ground. In the aftermath,
the community comes together and rebuilds, rekindling its bacchanalian spirit as a historic surfing
community, one with its own quirky codes and surf culture. And Cardwell's surfing takes off as she
finds a true home among her fellow passionate longboarders at the Rockaway Beach Surf Club,
living out the most joyful path through life. Rockaway is a stirring story of inner salvation sought
through a challenging physical pursuit--and of learning to accept the idea of a complete reset, no
matter when in life it comes.
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