
smart business casual ladies
smart business casual ladies have become a defining style for the modern professional woman,
reflecting a blend of comfort, style, and appropriateness for various workplace environments. This
clothing style allows women to present themselves as both confident and approachable while
maintaining professionalism. The article will explore the essentials of smart business casual attire
for ladies, tips on how to effectively incorporate these elements into daily wear, and the significance
of smart business casual in different professional settings. Additionally, we will discuss accessories,
color palettes, and the impact of smart business casual on workplace dynamics.
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Understanding Smart Business Casual

Smart business casual is a dress code that blends formal business attire with more relaxed, casual
pieces. It is designed to create a polished yet comfortable look that is suitable for various
professional environments. This style allows women to express their personality while adhering to
workplace expectations. Understanding the nuances of smart business casual is essential for
creating a versatile wardrobe that works for both traditional and modern workplaces.

The concept of smart business casual can vary significantly based on the industry and company
culture. For instance, a tech startup may have a more relaxed interpretation compared to a law firm
where a more polished look is expected. Therefore, it is crucial to analyze the workplace
environment before selecting outfits that fall under this dress code.

Key Elements of Smart Business Casual Attire

To successfully embody smart business casual, it is vital to focus on key elements that define this
style. These components include clothing choices, fit, and overall presentation. Here are some



essential pieces that every woman should consider when building a smart business casual wardrobe:

Blouses and Shirts: Opt for tailored blouses or shirts in breathable fabrics. Choose styles
that are professional yet comfortable.

Pants and Trousers: Tailored trousers, chinos, or dark-wash jeans can create a polished look.
Ensure that the fit is flattering and appropriate for the workplace.

Skirts and Dresses: Midi skirts and professional dresses can offer a feminine touch while
maintaining professionalism. A-line or pencil styles are often preferable.

Blazers: A well-fitted blazer can instantly elevate any outfit, adding a layer of sophistication.

Footwear: Closed-toe flats, low-heeled shoes, or ankle boots can enhance comfort while
looking professional.

Each of these elements plays a significant role in achieving a smart business casual look. It is
essential to ensure that clothing items are clean, well-fitted, and free of any excessive
embellishments that may detract from a professional appearance.

How to Style Smart Business Casual for Different
Occasions

Styling smart business casual attire can vary based on specific occasions, such as meetings,
networking events, or casual Fridays. Here are some tips on how to adapt your smart business
casual look for different scenarios:

Meetings and Presentations

For meetings, it's essential to project confidence and professionalism. Consider wearing a tailored
blazer over a fitted blouse paired with tailored trousers. Choose neutral colors or subtle patterns
that convey seriousness and focus. Complete the look with classic pumps or loafers.

Networking Events

Networking events often require a balance between professionalism and approachability. A chic
dress paired with a lightweight cardigan can be a perfect choice. Opt for accessories that encourage
conversation, such as statement jewelry or a unique handbag. Comfortable shoes are also essential,
as networking often involves mingling and moving around.



Casual Fridays

On casual Fridays, the smart business casual dress code can be more relaxed. Consider
incorporating trendy pieces, such as stylish jumpsuits or tailored jeans with a fashionable top. Even
in a more casual setting, ensure that your clothing remains well-structured and free from rips or
casual logos.

Choosing the Right Accessories

Accessories play a crucial role in completing a smart business casual outfit. The right accessories
can enhance the overall look while maintaining a professional vibe. Here are some accessory
considerations:

Jewelry: Opt for understated, classic pieces. Simple earrings, a delicate necklace, or a
sophisticated watch can add elegance without being overpowering.

Bags: Choose structured handbags or briefcases that are both functional and stylish. A classic
tote can also work well for carrying essentials.

Belt: A well-chosen belt can elevate your look, especially when worn with blouses or dresses
that require definition.

When selecting accessories, it is vital to keep the overall outfit in mind, ensuring that each piece
complements rather than overwhelms the ensemble.

Color Palettes for Smart Business Casual

The color palette chosen for smart business casual attire can significantly impact overall
presentation. Neutral tones, muted colors, and subtle prints can create a sophisticated look while
allowing for personal expression. Here are some color considerations:

Neutral Tones: Shades like black, navy, gray, and beige are timeless and versatile, making
them ideal staples for smart business casual outfits.

Accent Colors: Incorporating soft pastels or rich jewel tones can add a touch of personality.
Consider using these colors in blouses or accessories.

Patterns: Subtle patterns such as pinstripes or small checks can add interest without being
too distracting.



When selecting colors, aim for a balanced look that reflects professionalism while allowing for
personal style. It's essential to consider how colors are perceived in a professional context to ensure
appropriateness.

The Impact of Smart Business Casual in the Workplace

Smart business casual attire can have a profound impact on workplace dynamics. By adopting a
smart business casual dress code, companies can foster a more relaxed yet professional
environment. This dress code can also enhance employee confidence, encouraging them to express
themselves while maintaining professionalism.

Moreover, smart business casual can improve employee morale and productivity. When employees
feel comfortable in their clothing, they are often more engaged and willing to collaborate.
Additionally, this dress code can help create a culture of inclusivity, allowing diverse expressions of
personal style within professional boundaries.

Conclusion

Incorporating smart business casual attire into a professional wardrobe is essential for modern
women navigating various workplace environments. By understanding the key elements, styling
options, accessories, and color palettes, ladies can create an impressive and professional
appearance. This dress code not only reflects individual style but also positively impacts workplace
dynamics, fostering a culture of confidence and professionalism.

Q: What defines smart business casual attire for ladies?
A: Smart business casual attire for ladies typically includes tailored blouses, dress pants or skirts,
and blazers that create a polished yet comfortable look appropriate for professional settings. It
balances formal and casual elements while allowing personal expression.

Q: Can jeans be included in a smart business casual outfit?
A: Yes, dark-wash, well-fitted jeans can be part of a smart business casual outfit when paired with a
tailored blouse and blazer. It is important that the jeans are free from rips and distressing to
maintain a professional appearance.

Q: How can I accessorize a smart business casual outfit?
A: Accessories such as simple jewelry, structured handbags, and belts can enhance a smart business
casual outfit. The key is to choose understated, classic pieces that complement rather than
overpower the overall look.



Q: What colors are best for smart business casual clothing?
A: Neutral tones like black, gray, and navy are ideal for smart business casual attire. Accent colors
in soft pastels or rich jewel tones can also be incorporated to add a personal touch while maintaining
professionalism.

Q: How does smart business casual attire affect workplace
dynamics?
A: Smart business casual attire fosters a relaxed yet professional environment, boosting employee
morale and confidence. It encourages personal expression while promoting a culture of inclusivity
and collaboration.

Q: Are there any specific fabrics that work best for smart
business casual?
A: Fabrics such as cotton, silk, and lightweight wool are excellent choices for smart business casual
attire. These materials are breathable, comfortable, and provide a polished look suitable for
professional settings.

Q: What should I avoid wearing in a smart business casual
setting?
A: Avoid overly casual items such as flip-flops, t-shirts with graphics, and ripped jeans. Additionally,
steer clear of clothing that is too tight or revealing, as it may detract from a professional
appearance.

Q: How can I adapt my smart business casual outfit for
different seasons?
A: In colder months, layer with blazers, cardigans, or stylish coats. In warmer seasons, opt for
lighter fabrics and short-sleeved blouses. Accessories like scarves can also be used to add seasonal
flair while maintaining a professional look.

Q: What are some essential pieces for a smart business casual
wardrobe?
A: Essential pieces include tailored blouses, dress pants, skirts, blazers, and professional footwear
like flats or low heels. These items can be mixed and matched to create versatile outfits for various
occasions.
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  smart business casual ladies: Smart Business Ming Zeng, 2018-08-14 How Strategy Works
in an Interconnected, Automated World Leaders already know that the classic approach to
strategy--analyze, plan, execute--is losing relevance. But they don't yet know what replaces it. As
everyone and everything becomes more interconnected and digitized, how do you operate, compete,
and win? Ming Zeng, the former Chief of Staff and strategy adviser to Alibaba Group's founder Jack
Ma, explains how the latest technological developments, such as artificial intelligence, machine
learning, the mobile internet, and cloud computing are redefining how value is created. Written
especially for those outside the technology industry or the startup arena, this book introduces a
simple, overarching framework to guide strategy formulation and execution in this data-rich and
highly interactive environment. Revealing the revolutionary practices that he and his team have
developed at Alibaba, Zeng shows how to: Automate decisions through machine learning Create
products informed by real-time data from customers Determine the right strategic positioning to
maximize value from platforms and suppliers Repurpose your organization to further human insight
and enable creativity Lead your company's transformation into a smart business With insights into
the strategies and tools used by leaders at Alibaba and other companies such as Ruhan and Red
Collar, in a variety of industries from furniture making to banking to custom tailoring, Smart
Business outlines a radically new approach to strategy that can be applied everywhere.
  smart business casual ladies: An Experts' Guide to International Protocol Gilbert Monod de
Froideville, Mark Verheul, 2025-10-01 Although modern life grows increasingly casual, in many
sectors, protocol still reigns supreme. An Expert's Guide to International Protocol offers an overview
of its associated practices, including those found within the context of diplomatic relations and the
business world. Focusing on a wide range of countries and cultures, the book covers topics like
precedence, seating arrangements, flags, ceremonies, invitations, dress codes, gifts and honours,
and the roles of the protocol officer, guest and host. Throughout, influential diplomatic, business,
and cultural figures share their own experiences with protocols around the world, also throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic.
  smart business casual ladies: Fast Forward Your Etiquette Joshua Luke, 2012-06-01
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mso-hansi-theme-font:minor-latin;} Everyday, we inevitably run into situations where we need to
impress, both at work and at play. There is no better way to do so than be armed with a
comprehensive set of proper etiquette and good manners. Not only will this reflect well on you as a
person, it will also provide an excellent foundation for relationships to be formed. Masters of
etiquette can conduct themselves impressively in both social and business situations and this book
will serve that precise purpose – to prime you for different situations so that you will outshine the
others. Wait no longer. Bring your etiquette skills to the next level! 10 Steps. 3 Bonuses. 42
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Reflection Points. 1 Goal – Fast Forward Your Etiquette
  smart business casual ladies: Chile - Culture Smart! Caterina Perrone, Culture Smart!,
2017-09-01 Chile is a land of contrast and surprise, flanked by the Pacific Ocean on the west, the
Andes to the east, the forbidding salt basins of the Atacama Desert to the north—with a verdant
Central Valley and Cape Horn at its southern extremity. The Chilean people, too, are surprising: on
one hand reserved, family-oriented, Catholic, and conservative; and on the other fun-loving,
entrepreneurial, neoliberal, and modern. Their geographical isolation from the rest of the world,
their colonial past, and the near 20years of repression under the military dictatorship of General
Pinochet have had a profound influence on their character. Today, traditional Chilean values are
being questioned by the younger generation. In fact, the country's position as the Latin American
stronghold of Catholicism is being challenged by Chileans of all generations, and pressure has led to
unprecedented changes in family and censorship law. Chile is also one of the fastest-growing
economies in South America, and thanks to ambitious structural reforms, has sharply reduced its
poverty rate in the past few years. Culture Smart! Chile provides vital information on what to expect
and how to behave in this complex and dynamic society.
  smart business casual ladies: DA PAM 670-1 Guide to Wear and Appearance of Army
Uniforms and Insignia Headquarters Department of the Army, 2017-08-27 DA PAM 670-1 is the
Guide to wear and appearance of all US Army uniforms and their associated insignia. This reference
is a must have source item for all Soldiers across the Army. This 6x9 inch paperback is meant to be
used in conjunction with other books in this series.
  smart business casual ladies: Applied Psychology for Nurses, 1e - E-Book Xavier Belsiyal,
2023-05-29 • Reader-friendly • Richly illustrated with tables, figures, and schematic diagrams •
Relevant nursing implications of all significant psychological concepts included • Chapter on Soft
Skills and Self-Empowerment for Nurses
  smart business casual ladies: Slovakia - Culture Smart! Brendan Edwards, Culture Smart!,
2011-09-01 Slovakia has struggled with a low international profile. Often overlooked as the Czech
Republic's little sister, it is a young country with an old culture and history, and a people who are
proudly Central (not Eastern) European. Although for much of the twentieth century Czechs and
Slovaks lived together in one state, there are important differences between them, differences that
ultimately contributed to separation in 1993 and the rebirth of a sovereign Slovak state.Generally
speaking, the Slovaks are more “Slavic” than the Czechs—their pace of life is slower, and their spare
time is more often filled with friends, family, and music. They are known to be resistant to change,
yet change has been a constant in the state's short economic and political history—from the fall of
communism in the Velvet Revolution of late 1989, to the Velvet Divorce of Czechoslovakia in 1993, to
widespread economic diversification, expansion, and global influence, to European Union
membership in 2004, and the adoption of the euro in 2009— and they have adapted with quiet
optimism.Slovakia has been referred to as the economic “tiger” of Europe, and now that it has EU
membership and a healthy industrial economy, Europeans are starting to take notice. Its popularity
as a tourist destination has been growing rapidly in recent years. Slovaks call their country the
Heart of Europe—a term that describes not only their geography but the Slovak character, which is
warm, deeply hospitable, and immensely proud. Visitors who step outside Bratislava's Staré mesto
(Old Town) and take the time to explore the country beyond will discover a landscape of plains,
meadows, mountains, natural spas, and hundreds of ancient castles, and a people at once modest,
stoical, humorous, and responsive.This book captures the essence of what makes the Slovak people
unique and explains something of the quirks and memorable aspects of their lifestyle. It opens a
window onto their inner world, their customs and celebrations, and describes what to expect and
how to behave in different situations. While the country is not without its frustrations for foreigners,
most visitors succumb to its charms. Few have left without yearning to return to “the little big
country.”
  smart business casual ladies: 21st Century Pocket Guide to Proper Business Protocol
Marjorie Brody, 2003 This new title combines our popular 4-booklet, spiral bound series, 21st



Century Pocket Guides to Proper Business Protocol (Creating First Impressions That Can Lead to
Lasting Impressions, Make the Work Environment Work For You, Rules for the Wired, and Have
Office Will Travel: Doing Businesss in Social Settings and on the Road) into ONE perfect bound book
with updated content.
  smart business casual ladies: Smart Shopping Montreal Sandra Phillips, 1992
  smart business casual ladies: The UnBRCAble Women Series Box Set Kathryn R. Biel,
2022-02-20 Are you ready to Be UnBRCAble? Get set to live, laugh, and love with this award-winning
series, chronicling the journey of women gaining control over their genetics. Contains the complete
award-winning novels: Ready for Whatever, Seize the Day, and Underneath It All. Ready for
Whatever: An uplifting romantic comedy about facing your worst fears ... and finding out that
everything might be okay. Look on the bright side, Millie. At least you don't have cancer. Testing
positive for the BRCA gene only means one thing: Millie Dwyer is almost certain to develop cancer at
a young age. After losing her grandmother and mother to the dreaded disease, Millie's always feared
a similar fate. But now the twenty-nine-year-old has technological advancements on her side,
including radical surgeries, that can save her from ever having to deal with the Big C… but at quite
a cost. Now Millie has to come to terms with a new normal—new breasts, missing ovaries, hot
flashes, insensitive friends, and, worst of all, the knowledge that she'll never have biological
children. One thing's for certain—she's never planned on trying to navigate the dating scene with all
this on her plate … but on the road from loss to love, Millie finds that laughter certainly is the best
medicine. Seize the Day: Current Mood: Freaking Out. Erin McAvoy is living her best life. A lover of
tacos, witty T-shirts, and Pinterest, Erin is always ready to tell you about her favorite thing—the
animals she tends to at one of the nation's best zoos. But then there's that other thing she doesn't
like to talk about: how a supposedly-for-fun DNA test revealed that Erin has a strong genetic
predisposition to breast and ovarian cancer. She'd like to conveniently ignore that elephant in the
room, except for the fact that unless she does something soon, Erin will miss out on her only chance
to have a baby. Up to this point, the only guy she's needed in her life was a sloth—the animal kind,
not the lazy kind—named Barry. Turns out, if you want to have a baby, a sloth is not the right man
for the job. Growing up in a conservative family, Erin's never even considered any other options,
until now. She doesn't have a lot of time to wait, and online dating isn't for the faint heart. When
co-worker Xander Barnes—foe—or friend?—or maybe even more?—comes up with a plausible
solution to give her the baby she wants, Erin realizes this may be her last chance to grab the tiger by
the tail. Her family may not agree with her choices, but Erin knows that if one leopard can change
his spots, then she can too. And maybe, just maybe, this will be everything she's ever wanted.
Underneath It All: Marg Kensington has the perfect life. No really, she does. A husband who's as
detail-oriented as she is, two great kids, the house, you name it. The only thing not perfect for Marg
(pronounced with a hard g, get it right), is the fact that she carries the BRCA-1 gene mutation. Marg
won't let something like cancer stop her. Instead, she's being proactive and saving her life before
she gets sick. A small bump in her perfect road. But that bump turns into a massive sinkhole when
her breast implants are recalled, and she finds her husband has been cheating on her. Now faced
with health crisis after health crisis, a failed marriage, and rebelling children, Marg can no longer
keep up the facade of a perfect life. It's time, with help from a most unlikely source, to realize that
facades may crumble, but it's underneath it all that really matters.
  smart business casual ladies: Indian Business Etiquette Raghu R. Palat, 2008-01-01 It is
becoming extremely important for business executives to know how to conduct themselves in a
business environment. This book covers every aspect of business etiquette: It explains the
importance of the first impression It tells you on what you should wear and when It explains how you
should introduce yourself and others It helps you to decipher body language It details the niceties of
office etiquette It unravels the mystery of the art of fine dining It tells you how you should conduct
yourselfIn short it equips you to venture forth in the business world confident in the knowledge that
you know exactly what to do in every circumstance. This book is intended for the student, the young
business executive, the manager and even the chief executive officer. It is for everyone who has to



relate with another in a business environment.
  smart business casual ladies: Britain - Culture Smart! Paul Norbury, 2015-07-21 “Cool
Britannia” is alive and well today. British culture is at the top of its game—in fashion, popular music,
art and entertainment, science and technology, new inventions, and in the rediscovered skills and
excellence in engineering that make it Germany’s leading trading partner in Europe. As a family of
nations, the British are inventive, reflective, good humored, funny, focused, and tenacious. Today’s
multicultural Britain is managing the challenges of integrating minorities in a way that remains true
to its fundamental values and beliefs as a fair and open society, one that continues to see itself as a
model for others to follow. Since the first edition of this guide appeared, Britain has faced huge and
accelerated change in its cultural, economic, and political life. In ten years immigration has added a
further five million to its population. Confidence in its banks and regulatory structures was shaken
by the global financial crisis. The very unity of the United Kingdom was tested in 2014 in the
referendum on Scottish independence, and although those wishing to retain the Union triumphed, it
prompted a debate about national identities and rights, and the prospect of a new “fairer”
settlement for the English. While the desire of Scottish nationalists for independence remains as
strong as ever, the surge in support for the UK Independence Party (which wants Britain to leave the
EU) may well result in a new form of power sharing in parliament. This revised and updated edition
of Culture Smart! Britain examines the impact of these issues on British society and guides the
reader through the quirks, customs, values, and changing ways of British life. It is a must-read for
the record-breaking numbers of visitors coming to these islands.
  smart business casual ladies: Paradoxica Sadhu, 2013-12-04 Paradoxica is the latest novel
from the writer Sadhu. It retells the spiritual quest of an average Joe named Desmond. He finds
himself unsatisfied, spending his nights at the local taverns and clubs of the Burrows. After chance
and strange co-incidences, our protagonist is awoken to search for deeper meaning in his life,
eventually to heed the call of Spiritual Initiation sounded fourth from the Cave of Mirrors. Can
Desmond avoid the temptations of modern-day life, the impeding threat of digital warfare, and all
the while walk along the Middle Path? Paradoxica is like an Aquarian 'Alice in Wonderland.' It is an
adventure story, a guide which any spiritual seeker will benefit from reading. Full of new-age
archetypes, and philosophies; Paradoxica is more than a novel... It is an Exercise in the Balance of
Opposites.
  smart business casual ladies: Happenings in Sarawak Vol 25 Conqueror's Vision Sdn. Bhd.,
2015-09-01 Supported by: ouryouth.my
  smart business casual ladies: How to be an Adult Ann Russell, 2025-08-28 'Ann Russell has all
the answers' Sunday Times 'An agony aunt to an audience of millions' BBC From the much-loved
'Auntie' of TikTok, and author of How to Clean Everything and How to Save Money, How to Be an
Adult is a practical guide to life - full of the things you should have been taught in school, but
probably weren't. This book takes you through everything from the everyday to the unexpected, the
practical to the personal. Whether you're learning how to budget, rent a flat, deal with a break-up,
or cope with grief - or even just figuring out how to change a plug - Ann Russell is here to help.
Written with warmth and years of experience, no one should leave home for the first time without
this book.
  smart business casual ladies: Gradspot.com's Guide to Life After College David Klein,
Chris Schonberger, Stuart Schultz, Tory Hoen, 2011-04-05 Whether you're searching for your first
job or apartment, navigating the treacherous waters of office politics, or just trying to figure out how
to file your tax return, Gradspot.com's Guide to Life After College tackles the most common issues
facing twentysomethings as they find their feet in the real world. Authors Chris Schonberger, Stuart
Schultz, David Klein, and Tory Hoen (twentysomethings themselves) have been through it all before,
and they maintain a sense of humor about their triumphs and missteps along the way. In addition to
sharing their own experiences and anecdotes, they have polled hundreds of recent grads and
consulted topic experts to give readers the information they need, to find their feet beyond campus.
Packed with indispensable tips, candid advice, and humorous dispatches from early adulthood, this



easy-to-use guide has everything you need to know but didn't learn in college! Topics include:
Finding an Apt, Job Hunting, Healthcare, Credit, Top Recent Grad Cities, Cars, Student Debt, Saving
& Investing, Office Etiquette, Networking, Dating, Travel, Cooking, Moving Home, The One-Year
Rut, 401(k)s, and more.
  smart business casual ladies: Interview Success - Get the Edge: Teach Yourself Julie
Gray, 2011-10-28 Are you facing a crucial interview and don't want to risk losing that job because
you lack confidence or you think your interview skills aren't up to scratch? Fiercely practical, this
book could be the answer to all your problems. Whether you only have a few hours to prepare or a
few weeks, Julie Gray will guide you through all the techniques and strategies you need to give
yourself the edge in a competitive market. Areas covered include: - Assessing whether you really
want the job - 5 things interviewers want to know about you - Different interview types, including
assessments centres - Knowing yourself and what you want - Researching your potential employer -
What to expect in the questions - Knowing how to answer - Knowing what you want to ask them -
Planning ahead - Getting into the zone: confidence boosters - How to dress, behave and speak -
Tricky questions and how to handle them - Clawing back the positive when things don't go to plan
Quick and easy to use, 'Interview Success' makes it easy to focus on the areas of importance from
avoiding clichéd answers to dealing with scary interviewers!
  smart business casual ladies: Cruising Alaska Larry H. Ludmer, 2007-06-15 In this newest
version of the bestselling Cruising Alaska guidebook, Larry Ludmer explores in depth everything you
need to know about passenger ships plying the Alaska waterways. Unlike most cruise guidebooks,
Cruising Alaska puts the emphasis on hard facts - not pretty pictures. The expanded 5th edition
gives even more details on every cruise ship, large and small, the Alaska Marine Highway ferries,
and Explorer boats, which can navigate the smaller inlets. Everything from stateroom size to meal
times to itineraries is provided, allowing the reader to make an informed choice on what ship would
best suit their needs. A candid analysis of the routes is given for every ship in Alaska this season,
with details on the highlights, as well as what is missed. Maps, index.
  smart business casual ladies: Cruising the Mediterranean Hunter Publishing, 2006-06 A
thorough update for this cruising season, with extensive details on every vessel travelling in the
Med. The author, a cruising veteran, covers all facts from level of service, cabin size, decor and
layout, to ship amenities, passenger/crew ratio and dining options. Sailing routes are reviewed
candidly, and the pitfalls and bonuses of each are given, making you an educated cruise traveller.
Port profiles are tailored to the cruising visitor - taxi tours, dockside phones, the best shops, plus a
list of operators who are familiar with cruise schedules and will get you back to your ship on time.
You'll find walking tours and out-of-town attractions keyed to detailed maps.
  smart business casual ladies: Event Management: Putting thery into practice - A South
African Approach, 3rd Edition Laricia Smit, 2012
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