
risky business halloween costume

risky business halloween costume is a popular choice for Halloween enthusiasts who want to channel their
inner Tom Cruise. This iconic costume captures the essence of the 1983 film "Risky Business," where
Cruise's character, Joel Goodson, famously dances in his underwear and sunglasses. This article will explore
the history of the costume, tips for creating your own version, and how to elevate the look for Halloween
parties. Additionally, we will provide ideas for accessories and makeup to complete your transformation
into the ultimate "Risky Business" character.
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History of the Risky Business Costume

The "Risky Business" Halloween costume is not just a clothing choice; it’s a nostalgic nod to a cultural
phenomenon that defined a generation. The film, directed by Paul Brickman, features Tom Cruise as Joel
Goodson, a high school student who turns his parents' home into a makeshift brothel while they are away.
The iconic scenes, especially the one where Joel dances to Bob Seger’s “Old Time Rock and Roll,” have
made this costume synonymous with the carefree spirit of the 1980s.

The costume typically consists of a white button-up shirt, boxer shorts, and sunglasses. This simplistic yet
striking outfit is easily recognizable and has garnered a cult following over the years. The appeal of the
"Risky Business" costume lies not only in its humor but also in its representation of youthful rebellion. As
Halloween approaches each year, many people look for ways to celebrate the film's legacy, making it a
popular choice for parties and events.



How to Create Your Own Risky Business Costume

Creating your own "Risky Business" costume is straightforward and can be done with items you may
already have in your wardrobe. Here’s a breakdown of how to assemble the perfect outfit:

Essential Clothing Items

The key components of the "Risky Business" costume include:

White Button-Up Shirt: A classic, slightly oversized white dress shirt is essential. Make sure it is long
enough to peek out from underneath your shorts.

Boxer Shorts: Any pair of comfortable, loose-fitting boxer shorts will work. Traditional plaid patterns
or solid colors are great options.

Sunglasses: Choose a pair of stylish, dark sunglasses. The more retro, the better, as they contribute to
the overall aesthetic of the 1980s.

To enhance the costume, you can also consider a pair of socks or slip-on shoes, which add to the casual vibe
of the outfit.

Optional Additions

If you want to take your costume to the next level, consider adding some optional items:

Props: A toy microphone or a fake dollar bill can mimic Joel's antics in the film.

Costume Wig: If you want to replicate his hairstyle, a wig styled in a similar fashion can enhance the
look.



Essential Accessories for the Look

Accessories play a vital role in completing the "Risky Business" costume. Here are some essential accessories
to consider:

Jewelry and Watches

A simple wristwatch can add a touch of sophistication to the look. Avoid anything too flashy; instead, go for
classic styles that reflect the 1980s aesthetic.

Footwear

For footwear, options can range from simple loafers to casual slip-on shoes. The goal is to choose something
that complements the relaxed nature of the costume while remaining comfortable for the evening.

Makeup and Hair Tips

Makeup and hair can significantly enhance your "Risky Business" costume. Here’s how to achieve the
perfect look:

Hair Styling

Joel Goodson’s hairstyle is characterized by its tousled, carefree appearance. If your hair is short, use a bit of
hair gel or pomade to create a slightly messy look. If you're using a wig, style it to mimic Joel's iconic
hairstyle.

Makeup

For a male character, makeup is minimal, but you can add a bit of bronzer to give your skin a sun-kissed
glow. For females, a light application of makeup that includes a natural foundation, subtle eye makeup, and
a hint of blush can enhance the overall appearance without being too overpowering.



Ideas for Halloween Parties with a Risky Business Theme

If you want to host a Halloween party with a "Risky Business" theme, consider incorporating elements
from the movie to create an immersive experience. Here are some ideas to get you started:

Decorations: Use 1980s-themed decorations, including posters from the film, disco balls, and retro
furniture to set the scene.

Music Playlist: Create a playlist featuring hits from the 1980s, especially songs featured in the film,
like Bob Seger’s “Old Time Rock and Roll.”

Photo Booth: Set up a photo booth with props such as sunglasses and microphones, allowing guests to
capture the fun of the evening.

By embracing the spirit of the film, you can create a memorable event that encourages guests to participate
in the theme through costumes and activities.

Final Thoughts

The "Risky Business" Halloween costume is a timeless choice that resonates with nostalgia and humor. Its
simplicity allows for easy assembly, while the iconic elements ensure that it remains a favorite among
Halloween revelers. Whether you’re attending a party or hosting your own, this costume is sure to stand
out and spark conversations. By following the tips outlined in this article, you can create a memorable look
that pays homage to one of the most beloved films of the 1980s.

Q: What are the essential items for a Risky Business Halloween costume?
A: The essential items include a white button-up shirt, boxer shorts, and sunglasses. Optional additions can
enhance the look, such as props or a costume wig.

Q: Can I wear shoes with my Risky Business costume?
A: Yes, you can wear casual slip-on shoes or loafers to complement the relaxed vibe of the costume.



Q: How can I style my hair for the Risky Business look?
A: For a male character, aim for a tousled, messy hairstyle using gel or pomade. If using a wig, style it
similarly to Tom Cruise’s character.

Q: What kind of makeup should I wear for a Risky Business costume?
A: Minimal makeup is best for males, but females can use natural foundation, subtle eye makeup, and a hint
of blush for a polished look.

Q: How can I create a Risky Business-themed Halloween party?
A: You can create a themed party by using 1980s decorations, playing music from that era, and setting up a
photo booth with props related to the film.

Q: Is the Risky Business costume suitable for both men and women?
A: Yes, the costume is versatile and can be adapted for both men and women, making it a popular choice
for all.

Q: Where can I find accessories for my Risky Business costume?
A: Accessories can be found at costume shops, thrift stores, or online retailers. Look for sunglasses, watches,
and props that evoke the 1980s style.

Q: Can I personalize my Risky Business costume?
A: Absolutely! You can add unique elements like different patterns for your boxer shorts or additional
themed props to make the costume your own.

Q: What is the best way to capture the essence of the Risky Business
character?
A: Emulate the carefree attitude and iconic poses from the film. Practice the famous dance moves and
embrace the humorous side of the character for a fun portrayal.
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  risky business halloween costume: Halloween Diana Wallis Taylor, 2014-07-14 Most people
consider Halloween to be a harmless occasion for children to wear costumes and collect candy. But
there is more behind the holiday—both historical and spiritual—that you may want to consider
before deciding how and if your children should participate. In this book, you will learn about many
traditions and superstitions associated with Halloween, including: Trick-or-treating and
jack-o’-lanterns Black cats and owls Fortune-tellers and psychics Wicca and witches Ghouls and
zombies Join Diana Wallis Taylor in exploring the origins of Halloween customs and whether
participating in the holiday is harmless fun or risky business.
  risky business halloween costume: My $15,000 Mistake Rachael Boruta, 2012-03-06 One of
the hardest things in life is to figure out what makes you happy. However, that is no reason to give
up on your journey. This is the story of me, Rachael Boruta, trying to find myself, and realizing it's
not as easy as it looks. I hit a lot of bumps in the road, but those are what brought me to where I am
today. I'm just like every other person trying to find their way. So, this is the truth about my
adventure in culinary school and about the amazing people I met along the way. Hey, at least I got
some good stories out of it, right?
  risky business halloween costume: Netflix Nostalgia Kathryn Pallister, 2019-04-15 Whether
it’s “Flashback Friday” or “Throwback Thursday,” audiences are hungry for nostalgic film and
television, and the streaming giant Netflix serves up shows from the past that satisfy this craving, in
addition to producing original contemporary content with nostalgic flavor. As a part of the series
“Reboots, Remakes and Adaptations” originated by series editors Dr. Carlen Lavigne and Dr. Paul
Booth, this edited volume focuses exclusively on the intersection between the Netflix platform and
the current nostalgia trend in popular culture. As both a creator and distributor of media texts,
Netflix takes great advantage of a wide variety of audience nostalgic responses, banking on
attracting audiences who seek out nostalgic content that takes them back in time, as well as new
audiences who discover “old” and reimagined content. The book aims to interrogate the complex and
contradictory notions of nostalgia through the contemporary lens of Netflix, examining angles such
as the Netflix business model, the impact of streaming platforms such as Netflix on the consumption
of nostalgia, the ideological nature of nostalgic representation in Netflix series, and the various ways
that Netflix content incorporates nostalgic content and viewer responses. Many of the contributed
chapters analyze current, ongoing Netflix series, providing very timely and original analysis by
established and emerging scholars in a variety of disciplines. What can we learn about our selves,
our times, our cultures, in response to an examination of “Netflix and Nostalgia”?
  risky business halloween costume: Paddle Shots: A River Pretty Anthology, Vol. 2 Lee
Busby, Richard Farrell, 2016-03-22 Paddle Shots: A River Pretty Anthology, Vol. 2 is a
commemorative look at past and present attendees and visiting writers of the River Pretty Writers
Retreat, held biannually in southern Missouri.
  risky business halloween costume: Claimed by Him: An Age Gap Romance Collection
Isla Chiu, 2024-09-07 Warning: this collection contains 5 sexy age gap instalove romance short
stories featuring young women and their determined alpha males! Includes An Offer from My Dad's
Creditor, Knocked Up by the Tycoon, Caught by the College President, Wanted by My Fake
Boyfriend's Dad, and An Offer from the CEO! An Offer from My Dad's Creditor Lucky for you and
your parents, I'm benevolent enough to offer an alternative method of payment, he says. From the
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lust in his gray gaze, I have a pretty good idea what the alternative method of payment is, but I ask
anyway, What do you want, Mr. Ricci? I want you to carry my child. His words make me lightheaded.
Today was not a good day to skip dinner. Um, what? I ask, my legs trembling with the struggle to
stay upright. Maybe I heard him wrong. No such luck. I want you to carry my child, Paisley. Knocked
Up by the Tycoon My breath stops for a moment. Is that…? I shake my head before I can finish the
thought. Pregnancy has to be making me hear things. Because there's no way– Alexa, look at me. My
eyes bulge out of their sockets when a big familiar hand grabs my small one. Okay, I don't think my
pregnancy brain can make that up. My imagination is not that vivid. I turn around, and my breath
halts for yet another moment. Standing in front of me is Dallas Takahashi, my ex-boyfriend. And the
father of the baby growing inside me. Caught by the College President I suck in a breath when my
college president wraps his arms around me and pulls me onto his lap. I…I have a boyfriend, I say,
my voice coming out annoyingly breathy. He chuckles. Oh, yes, your boyfriend, who seems like a real
prize. He tugs at my blanket, exposing my bare shoulder. When he lowers his head and presses his
mouth to my shoulder, I become breathless. Wanted by My Fake Boyfriend's Dad At the sight of
Mike's father, I have to actively keep my jaw off the ground. One thing my friend neglected to tell
me–his father is sexy. Mike's not a bad-looking guy either, but he got his golden hair and hazel eyes
from his mother. Mr. Currant, on the other hand, has dark chocolate waves and intense gray eyes.
Tall, dark, and handsome–just my type. An Offer from the CEO His face becomes serious. I know
your family has a lot of debt, Charity. I stiffen. Does a CEO normally concern himself with the
financial troubles of a lowly office assistant? There are your mother's unpaid hospital bills, your
father's unwise loan to his brother, your own brother's gambling… My grip tightens on my bottled
water. How does he know all of that? I'll take care of that debt, Adam says. I catch my breath.
Chance Enterprises is a multi-billion dollar company, so I know he has the means to pay off my
family's mountain of debt. Why would you do that? I ask. Then I remember that Mr. Chance is known
for his philanthropy. Does he see me as a pitiful charity case? Is that why he has been so nice to me?
Because I want something in exchange. What do you…? I get my answer when he strokes the hem of
my black pencil skirt.
  risky business halloween costume: This Dog Will Change Your Life Elias Weiss Friedman,
2025-06-03 A uniquely insightful, uplifting, emotional, and informative book that shows us how dogs
make our lives better by making us better people from the Dogist. Elias Weiss Friedman became
known as The Dogist when he took thousands of photos of dogs and posted them online along with
their unique dog stories. Even before he was The Dogist, though, he was a Dogist—a fervent dog
lover, and an evangelist about the relationship between dogs and humans and the joy this bond
brings us in the modern world. Over his decades of studying dogs and their people, Elias has arrived
at a deceptively simple realization: Dogs make people’s lives better by making people better. Dogs
improve us. They save us. They give our lives greater meaning and fulfillment. They teach us to
become the best versions of ourselves. They help us understand our own identities, deepen our
relationships, and remind us of patience, purpose, and commitment. We constantly seek those things
in our human life, but so many of the answers are already right in front of us, in our dogs. This book
weaves together stories of the many dogs Elias has been lucky enough to know, both in his personal
life and while doing his Dogist work. Told in a light tone that does not shy away from more serious
issues (Elias is not above the occasional sentimental moment or dog pun), this book charmingly
explores the ways that dogs are not just our family and our friends but also irreplaceable beings
capable of generating boundless love and restoring balance to our lives. In an increasingly alienating
and divisive world, there is one clear remedy: the one with four legs that rolls over for belly rubs.
Dogs can change our lives, and this book might just change yours.
  risky business halloween costume: Dude, Bro Bread Foster, 2015-10-27 Dude, Bro: How to
College is a humorous guide to surviving college written by comedian Bread Foster. Dude, Bro will
provide articles, episodes, and truth (under the guise of guidance) about college life, mixed with
honest stories from a mildly psychotic student. After extensive discussions with fellow college
students who were part of his college experience, the most frequently uttered phrase is “how did we



survive that?” and Bread wants to teach future bros how. Dude, Bro will allow the reader to get a
moral out of a story where morals are neither black nor white. The objective is to provide an honest
experience from a lower-middle class author who went crazy at a state university. Dude, Bro will
have a sense of humor because college itself is kind of a joke.
  risky business halloween costume: Bared Souls Ellie Wade, 2020-09-14 Bared Souls by the
USA TODAY Bestselling Author Ellie Wade is an emotionally gripping love story that will leave you
breathless. Experience the raw power of an extraordinary love that has the potential to both heal
and destroy in this captivating tale. From innocent beginnings to unexpected twists, this novel takes
you on a rollercoaster ride of emotions, challenging the very concept of love and its limits. Alma
Weber He told me that he’d destroy me. I knew he wasn’t lying, and I loved him anyway. I believed
in love—in him. I just wasn’t prepared to carry the weight of his demons. I wanted forever with him,
but life showed me love was temporary, and forever was a dream. Despite everything that happened,
even now, I wouldn’t change any of it. For a love to have the capacity to destroy you, it has to be
extraordinarily powerful—and that kind of love is impossible to walk away from. Leo Harding I
warned her that I’d ruin her. I knew that I’d taint her innocence with my bad intentions. I was weak.
She was perfection. I was nothing. The truth is that I loved her, and I selfishly wanted to hold on—to
her, to the man she had made me, to the life we could have. I wanted to dance with her in the light
despite knowing that the darkness would find me anyway. Heartbreak was inevitable. Yet I held on
to the sliver of hope that I was wrong, that love really was enough. Destiny isn’t something I buy
into, but she makes me want to believe.
  risky business halloween costume: Los Angeles Magazine , 2004-05 Los Angeles magazine is
a regional magazine of national stature. Our combination of award-winning feature writing,
investigative reporting, service journalism, and design covers the people, lifestyle, culture,
entertainment, fashion, art and architecture, and news that define Southern California. Started in
the spring of 1961, Los Angeles magazine has been addressing the needs and interests of our region
for 48 years. The magazine continues to be the definitive resource for an affluent population that is
intensely interested in a lifestyle that is uniquely Southern Californian.
  risky business halloween costume: Mike and Dave Need Wedding Dates Mike Stangle,
Dave Stangle, 2016-06-21 SOON TO BE A MAJOR MOTION PICTURE FROM 20TH CENTURY FOX
Two reckless but lovable all-American bros make a strong case for maturing slowly through their
outrageous yet enlightening misadventures across this great country of ours. My brother and I are
looking for wedding dates for our cousin’s wedding. We’ve been told by the bride that bringing dates
is “mandatory” so we “won’t harass all of my friends all night” and “stay under control.” Rather than
ask some fringe women in our lives to go and face the inevitable ‘does this mean he wants to take it
to the next level?!’ questions, we’d rather bring complete strangers and just figure it out… We’re
both in our 20s, single, dashingly tall, Anglo-Saxon, respectfully athletic, love to party, completely
house trained…love our mother, have seen Love Actually several times…raw, emotional, sensitive,
but still bad boys.…You should be attractive or our aunts will judge you, but not TOO attractive or
one of our uncles might grope you. Dave and Mike Stangle thought nothing of it when they boozily
decided to turn to the “activity partners” section of Craigslist to solicit dates to their cousin’s
wedding. The hilarious, out-of-this-world ad that they came up with—featuring a picture of the two
brothers as centaurs—immediately went viral, eventually landing these Wayfarers-wearing,
moped-riding, completely reckless but ultimately loveable bros in the annals of the “Internet
famous.” In Mike and Dave Need Wedding Dates, the Stangle brothers bring their trademark,
off-color humor to everything from their most embarrassing adolescent experiences (like getting
beat up by a girl on their front lawn...in front of their dad), to the most outrageous predicaments
(like tripping on mushrooms with their bulldog, Frank), to proper sexting etiquette, and finally to
breaking up a midget bar fight (you have to shoo them away). With the incredible comedic chemistry
of Vince Vaughn and Owen Wilson in Wedding Crashers and the uncensored honesty of Tucker Max,
Mike and Dave insist there’s nothing wrong with just seeing where life takes you.
  risky business halloween costume: Caught by the College President: An Age Gap Romance



Isla Chiu, 2022-10-13 I suck in a breath when my college president wraps his arms around me and
pulls me onto his lap. I…I have a boyfriend, I say, my voice coming out annoyingly breathy. He
chuckles. Oh, yes, your boyfriend, who seems like a real prize. He tugs at my blanket, exposing my
bare shoulder. When he lowers his head and presses his mouth to my shoulder, I become breathless.
WORD COUNT: 4,100 A sexy short story about a young woman and her college president!
  risky business halloween costume: A Wolfe's Tale Dan Villalba, 2015-03-11 When 16-year-old
Cameron Wolfe completes his five year sentence at a juvenile correctional facility, he begins his
career at an institution far more intimidating that juvie: high school.
  risky business halloween costume: Somebody Up There Hates You Hollis Seamon,
2013-09-03 “Chemo, radiation, a zillion surgeries, watching my mom age twenty years in twenty
months . . . if that’s part of the Big Dude’s plan, then it’s pretty obvious, isn’t it? Enough said.”
Smart-mouthed and funny, sometimes raunchy, Richard Casey is in most ways a typical
seventeen-year-old boy. Except Richie has cancer, and he's spending his final days in a hospice unit.
In this place where people go to die, Richie has plans to make the most of the life he has left. Sylvie,
the only other hospice inmate under sixty, has a few plans of her own for Richie. What begins as
camaraderie quickly blossoms into real love, and this star-crossed pair is determined to live on their
own terms, in whatever time remains.
  risky business halloween costume: Small Business Profiles Jennifer A. Mast, 1995 Tips on
how to start, finance, market, advertise a new business and how to navigate the licensing and
insurance shoals -- from animal breeding to word processing services.
  risky business halloween costume: Defining Sexual Consent The New York Times Editorial
Staff, 2018-12-15 Several years before the revelations around sexual harassment and misconduct in
Hollywood sparked the #metoo movement, colleges and universities across America were reeling
from a series of assaults that challenged the way sexual consent had been taught. The articles
collected here detail the evolution of the debate, from individual cases that captured national
attention to the implementation of California's Affirmative Consent law. Beyond highlighting the
legal and administrative responses to these cases, this book also features stories of the
consequences students have faced in their daily lives as they navigate the debate.
  risky business halloween costume: SPIN , 1985-06 From the concert stage to the dressing
room, from the recording studio to the digital realm, SPIN surveys the modern musical landscape
and the culture around it with authoritative reporting, provocative interviews, and a discerning
critical ear. With dynamic photography, bold graphic design, and informed irreverence, the pages of
SPIN pulsate with the energy of today's most innovative sounds. Whether covering what's new or
what's next, SPIN is your monthly VIP pass to all that rocks.
  risky business halloween costume: Stranger Things Facts for Kids Zach Frost, 2025-05-16
Stranger Things Facts for Kids offers a veritable cavalcade of trivia and facts all about the popular
Netflix science fiction show. A host of facts about fashion, monsters, the cast, music, references,
locations and even bloopers and mistakes. Grab yourself a waffle and can of New Coke and get ready
for a humongous feast of Stranger Things trivia!
  risky business halloween costume: Los Angeles Magazine , 2004-04
  risky business halloween costume: Box Office , 1950
  risky business halloween costume: Working Mother , 2006-10 The magazine that helps
career moms balance their personal and professional lives.
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