
plymouth business coupe 1939

plymouth business coupe 1939 is a remarkable vehicle that embodies the spirit
of American automotive innovation during the late 1930s. The Plymouth
Business Coupe, specifically from the year 1939, showcases a blend of style,
performance, and practicality that appealed to both consumers and businesses
alike. As a part of the Plymouth brand, this coupe stands out for its unique
design elements, engineering advancements, and significance in the automotive
market of its time. This article will delve into the history, design
features, performance specifications, and cultural impact of the 1939
Plymouth Business Coupe, while also addressing its legacy in today’s classic
car community.

This comprehensive exploration will provide readers with a well-rounded
understanding of the Plymouth Business Coupe, its role in the automotive
landscape, and why it continues to be a sought-after model among collectors
and enthusiasts.
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History of the Plymouth Business Coupe 1939

The Plymouth Business Coupe was introduced as a practical vehicle targeted
primarily at small businesses and professionals. In 1939, it became part of
the Chrysler Corporation's expansion plans, aiming to compete with other
American automakers like Ford and Chevrolet. The 1939 model year marked a
significant evolution in the design and marketing of Plymouth vehicles.

This specific model was designed to cater to a growing market of
entrepreneurs and salesmen who required a vehicle that was both stylish and
functional. The Business Coupe was characterized by its two-door
configuration, providing ample cargo space behind the front seats, making it
ideal for transporting goods or samples. The 1939 version featured several
updates over its predecessors, reflecting the changing tastes and
technological advancements of the era.

Design Features of the 1939 Plymouth Business



Coupe

The design of the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe is a notable example of late
Art Deco styling, which was prevalent in automobiles of that time. The coupe
featured a sleek silhouette, prominent fenders, and a distinctive grille that
set it apart from other vehicles in the Plymouth lineup.

Exterior Design

The exterior of the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe was marked by its smooth
lines and elegant curves. The vehicle had a long hood and a short rear deck,
creating a sporty appearance. Key design elements included:

Streamlined body shape for improved aerodynamics

Large, rounded headlights that contributed to the car’s dramatic look

Chrome accents that highlighted the grille and bumpers

Color options that included vibrant shades, appealing to a broad
consumer base

Interior Features

Inside, the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe was designed with functionality and
comfort in mind. The cabin featured a spacious layout that could accommodate
two passengers comfortably, along with a substantial amount of cargo space in
the rear. Key interior features included:

High-quality upholstery with options for durable materials

Simple yet stylish dashboard layout with easy-to-read gauges

Ample storage compartments for personal items and business materials

Performance Specifications

The performance of the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe was a key selling point.
It was equipped with a robust engine that provided reliable power for both
urban driving and longer journeys. The specifications included:

Engine and Powertrain

The 1939 model featured a 201 cubic inch (3.3 L) inline-six engine, which was
known for its durability and efficiency. This engine produced approximately
82 horsepower, allowing the coupe to reach respectable speeds for its time.
The engine was paired with a three-speed manual transmission, offering a
straightforward driving experience.



Handling and Suspension

The handling of the Plymouth Business Coupe was enhanced by its solid
suspension system, which included a front axle with semi-elliptic leaf
springs and a rear suspension designed for comfort. This setup offered a
smooth ride on the varied road conditions of the era.

Cultural Impact and Legacy

The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe has left a lasting mark on American
automotive culture. It represented an era when cars were not just modes of
transportation but also symbols of status and personal identity. The Business
Coupe was particularly popular among young professionals and small business
owners, thus cementing its place in the hearts of many.

Furthermore, the coupe's design and performance influenced future automobile
designs, particularly in the realm of compact cars. Today, the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe is often celebrated in classic car shows and events,
showcasing its enduring appeal among collectors and automotive enthusiasts.

Restoration and Collectibility

Restoring a 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe can be a rewarding experience for
classic car enthusiasts. The availability of parts and dedicated restoration
communities has made it easier for owners to bring these vehicles back to
their former glory.

Restoration Considerations

When considering restoration, potential owners should focus on several key
aspects:

Condition of the body and frame

Availability of engine parts and components

Interior restoration options, including upholstery and dashboard

Originality of parts versus modern upgrades

Market Value and Collectibility

The market value of a well-preserved or restored 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe
can vary significantly based on its condition, originality, and historical
significance. Collectors often seek out vehicles with unique features or
those that have been maintained with original parts. The coupe's rarity also
contributes to its desirability in the classic car market.



Conclusion

The Plymouth Business Coupe 1939 is more than just a classic car; it is a
piece of American history that encapsulates the innovation and design prowess
of its time. With its distinctive style, reliable performance, and cultural
significance, the 1939 model continues to capture the imagination of car
enthusiasts and collectors. As the classic car community celebrates this
remarkable vehicle, the Plymouth Business Coupe stands as a testament to the
enduring legacy of American automotive craftsmanship.

Q: What is the engine size of the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe?

A: The engine size of the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe is 201 cubic inches,
which is approximately 3.3 liters. It features an inline-six configuration
that produces around 82 horsepower.

Q: How many doors does the 1939 Plymouth Business
Coupe have?

A: The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe has two doors, designed for easy access
to the front seats while providing ample cargo space behind them.

Q: What is the significance of the Plymouth Business
Coupe in automotive history?

A: The Plymouth Business Coupe holds significance in automotive history as a
practical vehicle aimed at small businesses and professionals, representing
the shift in consumer needs during the late 1930s.

Q: Are replacement parts readily available for the
1939 Plymouth Business Coupe?

A: Yes, replacement parts for the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe are available
through various classic car restoration suppliers and communities, making it
easier for owners to restore and maintain their vehicles.

Q: What makes the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe a
popular choice among collectors?

A: The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe is popular among collectors due to its
unique design, historical significance, and the nostalgia it evokes for the
pre-war automotive era. Its rarity and the potential for restoration also add
to its appeal.



Q: How does the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe compare
to other coupes of its time?

A: The 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe compares favorably to other coupes of its
time with its distinctive Art Deco styling, practicality for business use,
and reliable performance, positioning it as a strong competitor in the
market.

Q: What are the common restoration challenges for the
1939 Plymouth Business Coupe?

A: Common restoration challenges for the 1939 Plymouth Business Coupe include
sourcing original parts, addressing body and frame rust issues, and restoring
the interior to maintain the vehicle's authenticity.

Q: Is there a community of enthusiasts for the 1939
Plymouth Business Coupe?

A: Yes, there is a vibrant community of enthusiasts for the 1939 Plymouth
Business Coupe, with clubs and forums dedicated to sharing knowledge,
restoration tips, and organizing events for classic car lovers.
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