
killing is my business album cover
killing is my business album cover is a pivotal piece in the history of heavy
metal music, specifically marking the debut of the iconic band Megadeth.
Released in 1985, this album set the stage for a new wave of thrash metal
that would influence countless bands and genres. The album cover itself is
not just an artistic choice; it encapsulates the essence of the music, the
band's persona, and the cultural context of the time. In this article, we
will dissect the elements of the killing is my business album cover, explore
its artistic significance, and discuss its impact on the music industry and
fans. We will also delve into the various interpretations of the imagery and
the artist behind the design.
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Overview of the Album
The album "Killing Is My Business... And Business Is Good!" was Megadeth's
debut studio album, released on June 12, 1985. The album features a blend of
fast-paced thrash metal with intricate guitar solos, aggressive vocals, and
politically charged lyrics. The music reflects the band's experiences and
perspectives on issues such as war, politics, and personal conflict.

Musically, the album is characterized by its raw energy and technical
prowess, which would become hallmarks of Megadeth's style. The tracks,
including "Mechanix" and "Peace Sells," showcase the band's ability to
combine speed with melody, creating a sound that was both innovative and
influential.

The album's impact on the heavy metal genre cannot be overstated. It not only
helped establish Megadeth as a major force in the music scene but also set a
precedent for future thrash metal bands. The fusion of intricate guitar work
with socially relevant lyrics resonated with a generation of listeners,
paving the way for the band's continued success.



The Artist Behind the Cover
The striking cover art for "Killing Is My Business" was created by renowned
artist Ed Repka. Repka is well-known for his work in the metal genre, having
designed album covers for several iconic bands. His distinctive style often
combines elements of horror, surrealism, and dark humor, making his artwork
instantly recognizable.

Repka's collaboration with Megadeth was significant, as it helped solidify
the visual branding of the band. The artwork not only reflects the themes of
the album but also contributes to the overall identity of Megadeth as a band
that embraces a darker, more aggressive aesthetic. Ed Repka's artwork would
go on to become synonymous with Megadeth’s image, with many fans associating
his style with the band's music.

Throughout his career, Repka has created numerous album covers, each
showcasing his unique ability to blend storytelling with striking visuals.
His work on "Killing Is My Business" is often cited as one of his most
memorable designs, and it helped to establish his legacy within the heavy
metal community.

Symbolism and Imagery
The "Killing Is My Business" album cover is rich with symbolism and imagery
that conveys the album's themes. The central figure on the cover is a
character known as "Vic Rattlehead," who has become the mascot for Megadeth.
Vic is depicted as a skull-faced figure adorned with a business suit,
surrounded by weapons and chaos.

Several elements of the cover art can be interpreted as reflections of the
album's themes:

Vic Rattlehead: The mascot embodies the dark and aggressive nature of
the band's music. His skeletal appearance suggests a critique of the
brutality of war and the consequences of violence.

The Business Suit: The juxtaposition of the business suit with a skull
emphasizes the idea of death as a business, critiquing the
commercialization of violence and conflict.

Weapons and Chaos: The imagery of weapons scattered throughout the cover
signifies the themes of warfare and destruction, reinforcing the album's
message about the harsh realities of life.

The color palette used in the artwork—dominated by dark and moody
tones—further enhances the foreboding nature of the cover. The combination of
these visual elements creates a powerful statement that resonates with the
listener, drawing them into the world of Megadeth.



Reception and Impact
Upon its release, "Killing Is My Business" received a mixed but generally
positive reception from critics and fans alike. The raw energy and technical
proficiency of the music were praised, while some critics noted the album's
production quality as a point of contention. Despite this, the album quickly
garnered a dedicated following, particularly among thrash metal enthusiasts.

The album cover itself became iconic, serving as a defining image for
Megadeth and the thrash metal genre. Fans appreciated the boldness of the
artwork, which matched the intensity of the music. The cover's unique style
contributed to its memorability and helped solidify Megadeth’s presence in
the heavy metal scene.

In terms of impact, the album and its cover art have influenced numerous
bands and artists. The themes depicted in the artwork resonate with many who
explore the darker aspects of humanity in their music. The combination of
aggressive sound and striking visuals set a standard for future metal albums,
making the "Killing Is My Business" cover a touchstone in metal history.

Legacy of the Album Cover
The legacy of the "Killing Is My Business" album cover extends beyond its
initial release. It has been referenced and parodied in various forms of
media, demonstrating its cultural significance. The character of Vic
Rattlehead has appeared in multiple Megadeth album covers and merchandise,
becoming a beloved figure among fans.

Moreover, the cover has been analyzed in various publications, showcasing its
artistic value and the depth of its symbolism. Art critics and music
historians often cite it as an example of how album artwork can convey
complex themes and enhance the listening experience.

As the years go by, the album and its cover continue to be celebrated in the
heavy metal community. Special editions and remasters keep the artwork alive,
ensuring that new generations of fans can appreciate its significance. The
"Killing Is My Business" album cover remains a powerful representation of
Megadeth's identity, artistry, and influence on the genre.

Q: What is the significance of the "Killing Is My
Business" album cover?
A: The album cover is significant as it encapsulates the themes of violence
and chaos present in the music, featuring the mascot Vic Rattlehead, which
has become synonymous with Megadeth.



Q: Who created the artwork for the "Killing Is My
Business" album?
A: The artwork was created by Ed Repka, a well-known artist famous for his
distinctive style in the heavy metal genre.

Q: What themes are depicted in the album cover?
A: The album cover depicts themes of violence, death, and the
commercialization of conflict, represented through the character Vic
Rattlehead and the chaotic imagery surrounding him.

Q: How did the album perform upon its release?
A: Upon its release, the album received mixed reviews but quickly gained a
following, particularly in the thrash metal community, thanks to its raw
energy and technical prowess.

Q: What is Vic Rattlehead's role in Megadeth's
branding?
A: Vic Rattlehead serves as Megadeth's mascot, representing the band's
identity and themes, appearing on multiple album covers and merchandise
throughout their career.

Q: How has the "Killing Is My Business" album cover
influenced other artists?
A: The album cover has influenced many artists and bands by setting a
standard for combining aggressive music with impactful visual art, inspiring
the aesthetic choices of future metal album covers.

Q: Is the album cover considered iconic in the metal
community?
A: Yes, the album cover is considered iconic in the metal community,
recognized for its striking imagery and association with Megadeth and the
thrash metal genre.



Q: What are some notable tracks from the "Killing Is
My Business" album?
A: Notable tracks from the album include "Mechanix," "Peace Sells," and "The
Skull Beneath the Skin," showcasing the band's signature sound and lyrical
depth.

Q: How has the legacy of the album cover evolved
over time?
A: The legacy of the album cover has evolved as it continues to be celebrated
in various forms, referenced in media, and analyzed for its artistic
significance, ensuring its relevance in heavy metal culture.
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  killing is my business album cover: Raising Hell Jon Wiederhorn, 2020-01-07 From the
author of the celebrated classic Louder Than Hell comes an oral history of the badass Heavy Metal
lifestyle—the debauchery, demolition, and headbanging dedication—featuring metalhead musicians
from Black Sabbath and Judas Priest to Twisted Sister and Quiet Riot to Disturbed, Megadeth,
Throwdown and more. In his song “You Can’t Kill Rock and Roll” Ozzy Osbourne sings, “Rock and
roll is my religion and my law.” This is the mantra of the metal legends who populate Raising
Hell—artists from Black Sabbath, Judas Priest, Slipknot, Slayer, and Lamb of God to Twisted Sister,
Quiet Riot, Disturbed, Megadeth, and many more! It’s also the guiding principle for underground
voices like Misery Index, Gorgoroth, Municipal Waste, and Throwdown. Through the decades, the
metal scene has been populated by colorful individuals who have thwarted convention and lived by
their own rules. For many, vice has been virtue, and the opportunity to record albums and tour has
been an invitation to push boundaries and blow the lid off a Pandora’s box of riotous experiences:
thievery, vandalism, hedonism, the occult, stage mishaps, mosh pit atrocities, and general insanity.
To the figures in this book, metal is a means of banding together to stick a big middle finger to a
society that had already decided they didn’t belong. Whether they were oddballs who didn’t fit in or
angry kids from troubled backgrounds, metal gave them a sense of identity. Drawing from 150-plus
first-hand interviews with vocalists, guitarists, bassists, keyboardists, and drummers, music
journalist Jon Wiederhorn offers this collection of wild shenanigans from metal’s heaviest and most
iconic acts—the parties, the tours, the mosh pits, the rage, the joy, the sex, the drugs . . . the heavy
metal life! Horns up!
  killing is my business album cover: Skull Sourcebook , 2016-05-10 Skull Sourcebook
explores the symbolism, meaning, and breathtaking, cultural art of the human skull, one of the most
iconic symbols in the world.
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  killing is my business album cover: This I Would Kill For Anne Buist, 2018-01-29 Psychiatrist
Natalie King is the expert witness in a vicious child custody battle, and the stakes are high. Getting
it wrong means handing a child over to an abuser—or depriving that child of the only father she
knows. Is Jenna gaming the system, or is her ex-husband Malik as dangerous as she suggests? How
can Natalie best protect the child? And now that Natalie’s pregnant—and still unsure of the child’s
paternity—how is a growing preoccupation with her own lost father affecting her judgment? Court
dramas, cultural clashes and media backlash create an explosive mixture that forces Natalie to make
life and death choices. How far will a parent go to keep—or save—their child? Anne Buist is the
Chair of Women’s Mental Health at the University of Melbourne. She has over twenty-five years’
clinical and research experience in perinatal psychiatry, and works with protective services and the
legal system in cases of abuse, kidnapping, infanticide and murder. Professor Buist is married to
novelist Graeme Simsion and has two children. Her novels featuring forensic psychiatrist Natalie
King are Medea’s Curse, Dangerous to Know and This I Would Kill For. ‘The strength of this crime
novel by Professor Anne Buist, Chair of Women’s Mental Health at the University of Melbourne, lies
in its exploration of the workings of the Family Court and its experts...This book should come with a
warning: you may never be able to look at your own children’s drawings in the same way again.’ Age
‘Buist, chair of mental health at the University of Melbourne, is deeply versed in the institutional,
legal and emotional implications of such a case. She has crafted a skilled and multi-layered
procedural, one that is more about psychological than criminal matters, although their intersection
is inevitable and crucial...Buist has given us a three-dimensional heroine and richly imagined scenes
of conflict in public and private. Most of these disputes are managed within legal bounds. Buist’s
insights into the enmities and frustrations of bodies bound to help children are sharp.’ Australian
‘Buist gives the reader a plot that is original and believable, with more than one twist to keep the
reader guessing right up to a heart-stopping climax. Her expertise in the mental health field is
apparent in every paragraph...Buist is certainly setting the bar high for her next literary foray: this
one has to be her best yet.’ BookMooch ‘When psychiatrist Natalie King is asked to be an expert
witness in a custody battle between Jenna and Malik for their daughter Chelsea, it’s the kind of
low-key thing she’s interested in now that she’s pregnant...Anne Buist, Chair of Women’s Mental
Health at the University of Melbourne, lays bare the emotional carnage of these battles in this
harrowing thriller.’ Readings ‘Buist uses her own professional knowledge to present a
highly-charged situation of suspected child abuse, differing cultural norms in raising children and
relationships between the range of professionals involved...There is highly insightful and succinctly
presented description and explanation of the pitfalls in such a case, where supporting a suspected
abuser may result in a dangerous custody decision. The interweaving of individuals characters, their
fears and motivations and their strategies to gain the results they seek makes for suspenseful and
compelling reading...A book for the adventurous reader.’ Otago Daily Times ‘[A] well-informed,
fast-paced look at the dangers in the child welfare system.’ Kirkus Reviews
  killing is my business album cover: The Top 500 Heavy Metal Albums of All Time Martin
Popoff, 2010-11-16 The result of an extensive poll asking heavy metal fans to list their favourite
high-octane albums, this compendium combines those survey results with Popoff's original
interviews with world famous rockers who reveal recording session secrets in addition to their own
heavy classics and ear-splitting faves. When all of this is melded with Popoff's unique and celebrated
insights into the metal of yesterday and today, an essential resource becomes a rock-writing
standard. From AC/DC to ZZ Top and from Black Sabbath to Pantera, both headbanging
chart-toppers and lesser-known gems are catalogued and critically appraised. With reviews of early
metal albums of the 1960s, as well as the latest hits, The Top 500 Heavy Metal Albums of All Time
blends praise with criticism to produce an honest assessment of the most influential and important
heavy metal recordings. Also featured are photos and appendices that revel in mountains of metal
minutiae. Martin Popoff has no doubt supplied the raw material for all manner of intense debates
among the former denizens of basement bedrooms everywhere. 'The Toronto Sun.
  killing is my business album cover: I'm the Man Scott Ian, 2024-09-24 Quick, entertaining .



. . often laugh-out-loud funny . . . a clear-eyed, ground-level view of the harder edge of metal that
Anthrax helped pioneer. —San Antonio Express-News I'm the Man is the fast-paced, humorous, and
revealing memoir from the man who co-founded Anthrax, the band that proved to the masses that
brutality and fun didn't have to be mutually exclusive. Through various lineup shifts, label snafus,
rock 'n' roll mayhem, and unforeseen circumstances galore, Scott Ian has approached life and music
with a smile, viewing the band with deadly seriousness while recognizing the ridiculousness of the
entertainment industry. Always performing with abundant energy that revealed his passion for his
craft, Ian has never let the gravity of being a rock star go to his shaven, goateed head. I'm the Man
is a blistering hard rock memoir, one that is astonishing in its candor and deftly told by the man
who's kept the institution of Anthrax alive for more than thirty years. Jabby, gabby, and
metal-obsessed . . . exhilarating. — The New York Times Scott writes with real honesty. I'm the Man
stands up as a great insight into one of metal's leading figures. And you don't have to be a thrash or
rock fan to enjoy it. —Jewish Telegraph Eye-opening . . . The hard-charging head-banger has
assembled his best anecdotes into the revealing autobiography. For every familiar factoid, Ian
introduces two or three new nuggets even diehard Anthrax fans probably didn't know. Despite the
shenanigans and chicanery of Ian's teens and twenties, the man who emerges here is surprisingly
level-headed and articulate. —Cleveland Music Examiner.com
  killing is my business album cover: In Search Of The Perfect Buzz Tommy Schenker,
2023-05-13 Take a trip back in time to the 80s when it was a great time to be alive! When Tommy
and his 2 friends got drunk for the first time, playing air guitar to AC/DC, they knew their life would
never be the same. They shared a love of metal that was so profound that listening to records and
going to concerts became a religious experience. It soon became obvious that they needed to take it
to the next level. What they needed to do was start a band of their own. Embarking on a journey to
find the perfect buzz, little did they know that they would have so much fun along the way. In Search
Of The Perfect Buzz: An 80s Metal Memoir is more than just a story; it's a nostalgic trip back to the
80s, a vibrant era when rock 'n' roll dreams were born. This coming-of-age story is a heartfelt tribute
to high school life and the relentless pursuit of musical glory. For anyone who has ever felt the raw
power of metal, Tommy's tale will resonate deeply, reminding us all of the magic of chasing our
dreams and the unforgettable power of music.
  killing is my business album cover: Morse Code for Romantics Anne Baldo, 2023-03-03 In
Anne Baldo’s Morse Code for Romantics, patterns of life emerge—and break—in relationships both
requited and otherwise. A restaurateur orchestrates a devious punishment for his wife’s lover. A
desperate mother searches for her missing daughter, a modern-day Persephone who was lured away
by a sinister boyfriend. An islander falls under the spell of a visiting researcher, whose insidious
smiles and natural sangfroid mirror the serpent-like sea monster he hunts. These wistful, darkly
surreal stories, set in Southern Ontario, suggest that maternal instinct is not just a chemical lie but
something bloody and painful; that one person’s clouds can rain on generations; and that true
loneliness can be as clear as code written on a face, and as ominous as a dark, monstrous shape
lurking beneath the surface.
  killing is my business album cover: My Life with Deth David Ellefson, Joel McIver,
2014-07-08 David Ellefson is the cofounder and bassist of Megadeth, one of the world's most popular
heavy metal bands.
  killing is my business album cover: Contemporary Musicians , 1993
  killing is my business album cover: Damage Incorporated Glenn Pillsbury, 2013-09-05
Damage Incorporated is the first book about the legendary heavy metal band Metallica that provides
a detailed exploration of the group’s music and its place within the wider popular music landscape.
Written with a broad readership in mind, it offers an interdisciplinary study that incorporates a
range of topics which intersect with the band’s music and cultural influence. For students of popular
culture, mass media, and music, Damage Incorporated will be necessary reading, and sets a new
standard for the study and exploration of metal within the field of popular music studies.
  killing is my business album cover: The Encyclopedia of Heavy Metal Daniel Bukszpan,



2003 Headbangers rejoice, because this fantastically illustrated encyclopedia includes all things
Metal, from influential bands such as Led Zeppelin, Blue Cheer, Iron Butterfly, Kiss, and Queen, to
M�tley Crue, Black Sabbath (before Ozzy became a family sitcom star), Deep Purple, Twisted
Sister, and Aerosmith, right up to Jane's Addiction, Las Cruces, Limp Bizkit, and today's most
extreme death metal bands. Not a single sub-genre or band goes uncovered. Well-researched and
fact-filled, the witty text befits the raucous bands that push musical-and all other-boundaries. From
obscure groups like Armored Saint and Norway's Mayhem to pioneers Grand Funk Railroad and Iron
Maiden to megastars like Ozzy Osbourne, Alice Cooper, Lita Ford, Van Halen, Joan Jett, and Marilyn
Manson, each entry contains vital statistics: a description of the band's history and sound; an
essential discography; the most current, comprehensive, popular compilations; and much more.
Special features cover such important details as Metal Fashion and the various metal genres. Def
Leppard, Faith No More, Guns n' Roses, Judas Priest, Metallica, AC/DC, Nine-Inch Nails, Poison,
Rage Against the Machine, and Japan's Loudness: all of the favorite (and not so favorite)
adrenaline-pumped, bizarre bands that make heavy metal the unique form it is appear in all their
glory.
  killing is my business album cover: The Story Of Judas Priest: Defenders Of The Faith
Neil Daniels, 2010-04-07 Defenders Of The Faith is what heavy metal fans have been waiting for.
This epic biography of Judas Priest includes over 50 interviews with prominent musicians,
producers, record company personnel, journalists, childhood friends and ex-band members. From
their deprived beginnings in late-sixties West Bromwich, through the numerous line-up changes of
the 1970s to the controversial sell-out US tours in the 1980s, here is the complete history of the
band up to and beyond their meltdown in the 1990s. The story continues with their re-invention in
1996 after the defection of Rob Halford... and Halford's eventual return to the fold in 2003.
Defenders Of The Faith is also about the music. From the band's earliest demos to their contentious
contract with Gull Records and breakthrough success with CBS, every album and tour is examined
and assessed in detail. The result is the fullest and most authentic portrait of Judas Priest there has
ever been!
  killing is my business album cover: Contemporary Musicians Julia Rubiner, 1993-05
Contemporary Musicians provides comprehensive information on more than 4,500 musicians and
groups from around the world. Entries include a detailed biographical essay, selected discographies,
contact information and a list of sources.
  killing is my business album cover: Metallica Guitar World Magazine, 2010-03 Approaching
three decades of dominating the heavy metal world, Metallica has become the standard bearer for
guitar-shredding, riff-bashing rock. From the pages of Guitar World Magazine comes this
outstanding collection of interviews and insights. Whether you are a fan or a professional musician,
you'll be entertained and educated by this comprehensive, in-depth collection.
  killing is my business album cover: The International Who's Who in Popular Music 2002 Andy
Gregory, 2002 TheInternational Who's Who in Popular Music 2002offers comprehensive
biographical information covering the leading names on all aspects of popular music. It brings
together the prominent names in pop music as well as the many emerging personalities in the
industry, providing full biographical details on pop, rock, folk, jazz, dance, world and country artists.
Over 5,000 biographical entries include major career details, concerts, recordings and compositions,
honors and contact addresses. Wherever possible, information is obtained directly from the entrants
to ensure accuracy and reliability. Appendices include details of record companies, management
companies, agents and promoters. The reference also details publishers, festivals and events and
other organizations involved with music.
  killing is my business album cover: All Music Guide to Rock Vladimir Bogdanov, Chris
Woodstra, Stephen Thomas Erlewine, 2002-04 This fun-to-read, easy-to-use reference has been
completely updated, expanded, and revised with reviews of over 12,000 great albums by over 2,000
artists and groups in all rock genres. 50 charts.
  killing is my business album cover: The Rough Guide to Rock Peter Buckley, 2003 Compiles



career biographies of over 1,200 artists and rock music reviews written by fans covering every
phase of rock from R & B through punk and rap.
  killing is my business album cover: True Tales from Another Mexico Sam Quinones,
2001-08 Keen observation and astute interviews lead journalist Sam Quinones on the quest to find
the authentic modern Mexico--both in Mexico and East L.A., and other parts of the U.S.
  killing is my business album cover: Summary of Dave Mustaine & Joe Layden's
Mustaine Everest Media,, 2022-06-21T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the
original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 I was often absent from school, and as a result became
something of a phantom to my classmates and teachers. I was born in 1961 in La Mesa, California.
My parents divorced when I was four years old, and my father became some sort of shadowy figure.
#2 I have memories of a benign man smoking a pipe, reading the newspaper, and calling me over to
kiss him good night. I know that people under the influence are capable of unspeakably bad
behavior, but I choose to believe that my father was not an evil man. #3 I grew up with the fear of
being sent to live with my father if I misbehaved. My father was a monster, but he was also a
weapon used against me by my mother to keep me in line. I had no fear because I’d grown
accustomed to being knocked around in school. #4 I was a lonely kid, and I made up my own
universe to escape into. I played with a lot of plastic models, and my world was the safest place I
could find. I was a survivor, and I endured some shit.
  killing is my business album cover: Violence in American Society Chris Richardson,
2020-08-11 While many books explore such specific issues as gun violence, arson, murder, and crime
prevention, this encyclopedia serves as a one-stop resource for exploring the history, societal
factors, and current dimensions of violence in America in all its forms. This encyclopedia explores
violence in the United States, from the nation's founding to modern-day trends, laws, viewpoints,
and media depictions. Providing a nuanced lens through which to think about violence in America,
including its underlying causes, its iterations, and possible solutions, this work offers broad and
authoritative coverage that will be immensely helpful to users ranging from high school and
undergraduate students to professionals in law enforcement and school administration. In addition
to detailed and evenhanded summaries of the key events and issues relating to violence in America,
contributors highlight important events, political debates, legal perspectives, modern dimensions,
and critical approaches. This encyclopedia also features excerpts from such important primary
source documents as legal rulings, presidential speeches, and congressional testimony from scholars
and activists on aspects of violence in America. Together, these documents provide important
insights into past and present patterns of violent crime in the United States, as well as proposed
solutions to those problems.
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