
laws for online business
laws for online business are essential for entrepreneurs and companies operating in the
digital space. As online commerce continues to grow exponentially, understanding the legal
landscape becomes crucial for compliance and success. This article will explore various
laws that impact online businesses, including e-commerce regulations, consumer protection
laws, intellectual property rights, and data privacy requirements. Additionally, we will
discuss the implications of international laws and the importance of contracts in online
transactions. By the end of this article, you will have a comprehensive understanding of the
essential legal frameworks that govern online business operations.
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Introduction to Laws for Online Business

The digital marketplace is governed by various laws that ensure fair practices and protect
both businesses and consumers. Understanding these laws is paramount for any
entrepreneur looking to establish a successful online presence. Online businesses must
comply with local, national, and sometimes international regulations, which can include
everything from tax obligations to specific e-commerce rules. By familiarizing themselves
with these laws, business owners can mitigate risks, avoid legal disputes, and foster trust
with their customers.

E-commerce Regulations

E-commerce regulations are designed to govern the buying and selling of goods and



services over the internet. These laws cover a range of issues including online contracts,
advertising, and electronic payments. In many countries, businesses are required to
provide clear terms of service, return policies, and pricing information to consumers.

Key E-commerce Regulations

Some key regulations that online businesses should be aware of include:

Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce Act (ESIGN): This U.S.
law allows electronic signatures to have the same legal standing as traditional
signatures.

Uniform Commercial Code (UCC): This set of laws governs commercial transactions
in the U.S. and is essential for e-commerce contracts.

Consumer Contracts Regulations: These regulations require online businesses to
provide specific information to consumers before a contract is formed.

Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard (PCI DSS): These standards
ensure that all companies that accept, process, store, or transmit credit card
information maintain a secure environment.

Consumer Protection Laws

Consumer protection laws are critical for safeguarding the rights of buyers in the digital
marketplace. These laws ensure that consumers are treated fairly and can seek redress in
cases of fraud or unfair practices. Online businesses must be familiar with these regulations
to avoid legal repercussions.

Important Consumer Protection Regulations

Several consumer protection laws that online businesses should comply with include:

Federal Trade Commission (FTC) Act: This U.S. law prohibits unfair or deceptive
acts or practices in commerce.

General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR): A comprehensive regulation in the
EU that protects consumer data and privacy.

Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA): This law imposes



requirements on services directed at children under 13, including parental consent.

Refund Policies: Many jurisdictions require clear refund policies to be disclosed to
consumers before a purchase.

Intellectual Property Rights

Intellectual property (IP) rights are vital for protecting the creations and innovations of
online businesses. Understanding IP laws helps businesses safeguard their brands,
inventions, and creative content from unauthorized use.

Types of Intellectual Property Rights

Online businesses should be aware of the following types of intellectual property rights:

Trademarks: Protects brand names, logos, and slogans that distinguish goods and
services.

Copyrights: Protects original works of authorship, such as website content, images,
and software.

Patents: Protects inventions and processes that provide a new way of doing
something.

Trade Secrets: Protects confidential business information that provides a
competitive edge.

Data Privacy Laws

Data privacy laws govern how businesses collect, store, and use personal information from
consumers. With the rise of data breaches and increasing consumer awareness, compliance
with data privacy regulations is a top priority for online businesses.

Key Data Privacy Regulations

Some of the most significant data privacy laws impacting online businesses include:



General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR): Enforced in the European Union,
GDPR sets strict guidelines for data protection and privacy.

California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA): This law gives California residents more
control over their personal information held by businesses.

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA): Governs the
protection of health information in the U.S.

Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act (COPPA): Requires parental consent for
the collection of personal information from children under 13.

International Laws Affecting Online Business

For businesses operating globally, understanding international laws is crucial. Different
countries have varying regulations that can affect how online businesses operate.
Compliance with international laws can help avoid legal issues and enhance reputation.

Considerations for International Compliance

When operating internationally, online businesses should consider the following:

Local Laws and Regulations: Each country will have its own set of laws regarding
e-commerce, consumer protection, and data privacy.

Tax Obligations: Businesses may be required to collect and remit taxes in different
jurisdictions.

Intellectual Property Protection: IP laws can vary significantly from one country to
another, necessitating a tailored approach.

Cross-Border Data Transfers: Regulations may impose restrictions on transferring
personal data across borders.

The Importance of Contracts in Online Business

Contracts are foundational to online business transactions. They define the relationship
between parties, outline obligations, and serve as a legal safeguard in case of disputes.
Online businesses must ensure that their contracts are clear, enforceable, and compliant



with relevant laws.

Key Elements of Online Contracts

Important elements to include in online contracts are:

Terms of Service: Outlines the rules and guidelines for using a website or service.

Privacy Policy: Details how personal data will be collected, used, and protected.

Return and Refund Policy: Specifies conditions under which returns and refunds
will be accepted.

Limitation of Liability: Limits the extent to which a business can be held liable for
issues that arise.

Conclusion

Understanding the laws for online business is crucial for success in the digital marketplace.
From e-commerce regulations to data privacy and intellectual property rights, each aspect
plays a significant role in ensuring compliance and protecting both businesses and
consumers. Entrepreneurs must stay informed about these legal frameworks to navigate
the complexities of online commerce effectively. By doing so, they can build a trustworthy
and legally sound business that thrives in an increasingly competitive online environment.

Q: What are the main laws governing online
businesses?
A: The main laws governing online businesses include e-commerce regulations, consumer
protection laws, intellectual property rights, and data privacy laws. These laws ensure fair
practices and protect both businesses and consumers in the digital marketplace.

Q: How do data privacy laws affect online businesses?
A: Data privacy laws, such as GDPR and CCPA, affect online businesses by imposing
requirements on how they collect, store, and use personal information. Businesses must
ensure compliance to protect consumer data and avoid legal penalties.



Q: What is the importance of contracts in online
business?
A: Contracts are crucial in online business as they define the terms of transactions, outline
obligations, and serve as legal protection in case of disputes. Clear and enforceable
contracts help establish trust and accountability.

Q: Are online businesses required to provide a refund
policy?
A: Yes, many jurisdictions require online businesses to disclose a refund policy to
consumers before a purchase. This policy should clearly outline the conditions under which
returns and refunds will be accepted.

Q: What should I include in my website's terms of
service?
A: Your website's terms of service should include rules for using the site, user
responsibilities, limitations of liability, dispute resolution procedures, and information
regarding privacy and data collection practices.

Q: How can international laws impact my online
business?
A: International laws can impact your online business by imposing different compliance
requirements, tax obligations, and regulations for data transfer. Understanding these laws
is essential for operating successfully in multiple countries.

Q: What are some common consumer protection laws
for online businesses?
A: Common consumer protection laws for online businesses include the FTC Act, GDPR,
CCPA, and COPPA. These laws are designed to protect consumers from unfair practices and
ensure their rights in online transactions.

Q: How can I protect my intellectual property online?
A: You can protect your intellectual property online by registering trademarks and
copyrights, using watermarks on your content, monitoring for unauthorized use, and
enforcing your rights through legal action when necessary.



Q: What do I need to know about payment processing
regulations?
A: Online businesses need to comply with PCI DSS standards for secure payment
processing, understand the fees associated with payment processors, and ensure that they
are transparent with customers about payment terms and conditions.

Q: What liabilities do online businesses face?
A: Online businesses face liabilities related to data breaches, defective products,
intellectual property infringement, and non-compliance with consumer protection laws.
Understanding these risks is crucial for managing and mitigating potential legal issues.
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  laws for online business: Online Business Laws Vincent Marwood, AI, 2025-04-03 Online
Business Laws is an essential guide for entrepreneurs navigating the complexities of e-commerce. It
offers crucial insights into areas like e-commerce regulations, digital contracts, and intellectual
property, highlighting the unique challenges of the digital landscape. Did you know that failing to
comply with data privacy laws like GDPR can result in hefty fines, or that using unoriginal content
can lead to copyright infringement lawsuits? This book emphasizes proactive legal compliance as a
strategy for sustainable online business success. The book uniquely blends legal precision with
practical advice, offering step-by-step guidance on implementing legal safeguards. It progresses
from fundamental principles, such as consumer protection and online advertising regulations, to
more intricate topics like internet fraud prevention and the nuances of the Uniform Electronic
Transactions Act. Case studies illustrate real-world consequences of neglecting legal compliance.
This approach ensures readers can immediately apply the knowledge to assess and improve their
business practices.
  laws for online business: 9 Online Business Laws Wisdom C Law, 2023-09-26 9 ONLINE
BUSINESS LAWS: Navigating the Digital Frontier for Success In a rapidly evolving digital
landscape, the rules of business have been completely rewritten. In 9 ONLINE BUSINESS LAWS,
author Wisdom C. Law, presents an insightful and comprehensive guide that delves deep into the
dynamic world of online entrepreneurship. This book isn't just a roadmap; it's a critical toolkit for
anyone looking to thrive in the digital age. The digital revolution has ushered in unprecedented
opportunities, but it has also brought about new challenges and complexities. In this thought
provoking book, Wisdom C. Law distills years of experience and research into nine essential laws
that every online entrepreneur must understand and embrace. Packed with real world examples,
practical tips, and actionable strategies, 9 ONLINE BUSINESS LAWS equips you with the knowledge
and tools you need to thrive in the digital frontier. Whether you're an aspiring entrepreneur or an
established business owner, this book is your definitive guide to achieving success and sustainability
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in the online world. Prepare to navigate the digital terrain with confidence, make informed
decisions, and build a thriving online business that not only complies with the laws of the digital age
but also stands the test of time. 9 ONLINE BUSINESS LAWS is your key to mastering the art and
science of online entrepreneurship.
  laws for online business: Law, Policy and the Internet Lilian Edwards, 2018-11-29 This
comprehensive textbook by the editor of Law and the Internet seeks to provide students,
practitioners and businesses with an up-to-date and accessible account of the key issues in internet
law and policy from a European and UK perspective. The internet has advanced in the last 20 years
from an esoteric interest to a vital and unavoidable part of modern work, rest and play. As such, an
account of how the internet and its users are regulated is vital for everyone concerned with the
modern information society. This book also addresses the fact that internet regulation is not just a
matter of law but increasingly intermixed with technology, economics and politics. Policy
developments are closely analysed as an intrinsic part of modern governance. Law, Policy and the
Internet focuses on two key areas: e-commerce, including the role and responsibilities of online
intermediaries such as Google, Facebook and Uber; and privacy, data protection and online crime. In
particular there is detailed up-to-date coverage of the crucially important General Data Protection
Regulation which came into force in May 2018.
  laws for online business: Internet Taxation and E-Retailing Law in the Global Context
Moid, Sana, Dixit, Shailja, 2018-03-09 As business becomes more globalized and developed within
the era of the internet, marketing activities are affected by evolving technologies. Challenges arise
in addressing the issues of cross-policy and cross-border business in the digital age. Internet
Taxation and E-Retailing Law in the Global Context provides emerging research on the methods and
approaches to determine the appropriate tax policies for e-retailers within the global framework.
While highlighting topics such as cross-border taxation, digital economy, and online management,
this publication explores the developing avenues of online financial analysis and taxation. This book
is an important resource for business leaders, financial managers, investors, consumers,
researchers, and professionals seeking current research on the different issues surrounding online
business and e-commerce from an international standpoint.
  laws for online business: The Legal Environment of Business and Online Commerce Henry R.
Cheeseman, 2010 The Legal Environment of Business and Online Commerce, 6eexamines how the
current legal environment, government regulation, and e-commerce environment impact today's
business decisions. Legal Heritage and the Information Age; Business Ethics and Social
Responsibility; Court Systems and Administrative Law; Alternative, Judicial, and E-Dispute
Resolution; Constitutional Law for Business and E-Commerce; Torts and Strict Liability; Criminal
Law and Cyber Crimes; International and World Trade Law; Formation of Traditional and
E-Contracts; Performance of Traditional and E-Contracts; Cyber Law and E-Commerce; Sales,
Leases, and Warranties; Credit, Secured Transactions, and Bankruptcy; Entrepreneurship and Small
Businesses; LLCs, LLPs, and Global Forms of Business; Corporations and Sarbanes-Oxley Act;
Investor Protection and E-Securities Transactions; Agency Law; Equal Opportunity in Employment;
Employment Compensation and Worker Protection Laws; Immigration and Labor Laws; Intellectual
Property and Cyber Piracy; Antitrust Law and Unfair Trade Practices; Consumer Protection and
Global Product Safety; Environmental Protection and Global Warming; Estates, Leaseholds, and
Regulation of Property MARKET: For readers interested in a current and cutting-edge
understanding of the legal environment of business and online commerce.
  laws for online business: Conflict of Laws and the Internet Pedro De Miguel Asensio,
2024-05-02 In this thoroughly revised second edition, Pedro De Miguel Asensio presents a practical
analysis of jurisdiction, choice of law, and recognition and enforcement of judgments in the context
of online activities, examining areas where private legal relationships are most affected by the
Internet. Addressing the tension between the ubiquity of the Internet and the territorial nature of
national legal orders, the author sets out the latest developments across multiple jurisdictions in this
dynamic field.



  laws for online business: Securities Regulation in Cyberspace, Third Edition ,
  laws for online business: Electronic Commerce and International Private Law Lorna E.
Gillies, 2016-04-29 Electronic Commerce and International Private Law examines the maximization
of consumer protection via the consumer's jurisdiction and law. It discusses the proposition that a
new connecting factor be used to improve the efficiency of juridical protection for consumers who
contract with foreign sellers by electronic means and offers recommendations as to how to amend
existing jurisdiction and choice of law rules to provide a basis for the consumer to sue in his own
jurisdiction and for the law of the consumer's domicile to apply. The book will be a valuable resource
for academics, students and practitioners working in the areas of international private law,
electronic commerce law and consumer law.
  laws for online business: The Internet and Dispute Resolution Norman Solovay, Cynthia K.
Reed, 2003 The Internet and Dispute Resolution: Untangling the Web shows you how ODR works
and how it's already transforming dispute resolution in both business-to-business and
business-to-consumer transactions.
  laws for online business: Handbook of Cyber Law & Cyber Crime Cases in India Prakash
Prasad, 2022-02-14 Handbook of Cyber Law & Cyber Crime Cases in India will serve as a reference
point for cyber crime cases in Indian context under the Information Technology Act & The
Information Technology Amendment Act, 2008. Real Life cyber Cases with the applicable cyber law
is presented in this book in a simple language. It will be a reference manual for anyone who wants to
learn and understand law governing cyberspace in India. On an average a cyber law course will cost
you about US Dollars 2500. This book covers about 101 real cyber crime case study along with brief
illustration and explanation of every section under the relevant Indian Law.
  laws for online business: Cybercrime, Law and Countermeasures Mr. Rohit Manglik,
2024-05-15 EduGorilla Publication is a trusted name in the education sector, committed to
empowering learners with high-quality study materials and resources. Specializing in competitive
exams and academic support, EduGorilla provides comprehensive and well-structured content
tailored to meet the needs of students across various streams and levels.
  laws for online business: Law of the Internet, 4th Edition Delta & Matsuura, 2017-01-01 Law
of the Internet, Fourth Edition is a two-volume up-to-date legal resource covering electronic
commerce and online contracts, privacy and network security, intellectual property and online
content management, secure electronic transactions, cryptography, and digital signatures,
protecting intellectual property online through link licenses, frame control and other methods,
online financial services and securities transactions, antitrust and other liability. The Law of the
Internet, Fourth Edition quickly and easily gives you everything you need to provide expert counsel
on: Privacy laws and the Internet Ensuring secure electronic transactions, cryptography, and digital
signatures Protecting intellectual property online - patents, trademarks, and copyright Electronic
commerce and contracting Online financial services and electronic payments Antitrust issues,
including pricing, bundling and tying Internal network security Taxation of electronic commerce
Jurisdiction in Cyberspace Defamation and the Internet Obscene and indecent materials on the
Internet Regulation of Internet access and interoperability The authors George B. Delta and Jeffrey
H. Matsuura -- two Internet legal experts who advise America's top high-tech companies --
demonstrate exactly how courts, legislators and treaties expand traditional law into the new context
of the Internet and its commercial applications, with all the citations you'll need. The Law of the
Internet also brings you up to date on all of the recent legal, commercial, and technical issues
surrounding the Internet and provides you with the knowledge to thrive in the digital marketplace.
Special features of this two-volume resource include timesaving checklists and references to online
resources.
  laws for online business: Indonesia Criminal Justice System Laws, Regulations and
Procedures Handbook Volume 1 Strategic Information and Regulations IBP, Inc., 2015-06
Indonesia Criminal Laws, Regulations and Procedures Handbook - Strategic Information,
Regulations, Procedures



  laws for online business: Cyber Law and Ethics Mark Grabowski, Eric P. Robinson,
2021-07-12 A primer on legal issues relating to cyberspace, this textbook introduces business, policy
and ethical considerations raised by our use of information technology. With a focus on the most
significant issues impacting internet users and businesses in the United States of America, the book
provides coverage of key topics such as social media, online privacy, artificial intelligence and
cybercrime as well as emerging themes such as doxing, ransomware, revenge porn, data-mining,
e-sports and fake news. The authors, experienced in journalism, technology and legal practice,
provide readers with expert insights into the nuts and bolts of cyber law. Cyber Law and Ethics:
Regulation of the Connected World provides a practical presentation of legal principles, and is
essential reading for non-specialist students dealing with the intersection of the internet and the
law.
  laws for online business: Proceedings of the International Conference on Law,
Economic & Good Governance (IC-LAW 2023) Abdul Kadir Jaelani, Irwansyah Irwansyah, Fokke
Fernhout, Agus Raharjo, Mohd Rizal Palil, Hilaire Tegnan, Okid Parama Astirin, Sutarno Sutarno,
Venty Suryanti, Pranoto Pranoto, Robbi Rahim, 2024-02-21 This is an open access book.The position
of Indonesia and most countries in IMF calculations, facing the same challenges. Each country
requires the legal instruments of a good and reliable system of Government to guards against the
worst possible economic turmoil. Good governance is an insistence of the constitution in the
economic Article 33 paragraph (5), subsequently published Constitution Number: 30 Year of 2014 on
Government Administration, contains 17 principles of a good governance. One of the important
points of the principle is a government without corruption and manipulation of policy concepts in
order to provide access to consolidation in politics and economy. The latest Transparency
International report for 2023 shows that Indonesia’s corruption perception index was recorded at 34
points on a scale of 0-100 in 2022. This is a 4-point decrease from the previous year. This decline in
the CPI also brought down the ranking of Indonesia’s CPI globally. It was noted that Indonesia’s CPI
in 2022 ranked 110th. In the previous year, Indonesia’s CPI was ranked 96th globally. Good
Governance is all aspects related to the control and supervision of the power of the Government in
carrying out its functions through formal and informal institutions. To implement the principles of
Good Governance and Clean Government, the Government must implement the principles of
accountability and efficient resource management. Good and clean governance will contribute to
economic growth and economic growth will have an impact on human development. During the last
decades of 20th century, the needs for a good governance has given some impacts and became a
recurring theme in literature related to human development. The intervention of government or the
quality of government become crucially important in relation to the high achievement of human
development. Whereas an effort in improving society’s welfare is through economic development.
One of dominant aspects in economic development is through legal development. Good law or policy
in such country will have some impacts to the existence of good economic growth because
supremacy of law is one aspect of a good governance. Law supremacy is an important institution
which is related to economic growth because rule of law ensures personal safety, property rights,
unbiased contract enforcement, stability of politics, freedom of speech and control of corruption.
According to those various issues and debates on economic, legal development and good
governance, then the Doctoral Program of the Faculty of Law Sebelas Maret University needs to
hold an international conference as a place in exchanging some academic ideas in order to
contributes to those legal issues with a theme, “INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON LAW,
ECONOMICS, AND GOOD GOVERNANCE”
  laws for online business: Chinese Intellectual Property and Technology Laws Rohan
Kariyawasam, 2011-01-01 The rapid evolution of China from an emerging to a mature intellectual
property jurisdiction has far-reaching implications for the law, policy and practice of IP, and their
links with competition and technology law. Produced in the year China rose to fourth rank globally
as user of the international patent system, this volume is an invaluable guide for the policymaker,
the analyst and the practitioner alike, setting a thorough exposition of the substantive law and its



application within a broader policy context, and offering a comprehensive, timely overview of an IP
system just at the time it begins to assume central significance on the world stage. Antony Taubman,
Director, IP Division, WTO This edited volume offers an excellent comprehensive overview of China s
intellectual property and technology laws. The eminent contributors to this volume have played
important roles in shaping China s IP system and in tackling the many challenges confronting it. By
making their views of the system readily accessible to an English audience, this volume will
undoubtedly add to our understanding of the legal protections and challenges facing innovation
industries in China. Mark Wu, Harvard Law School, US The pioneering studies in this book examine
the fundamental role of intellectual property and technology laws as China is moving from made in
China to created in China . This book also helps us to understand about the interplay between China
s intellectual property protection system and the potential for transition of China s economy, and
provides numerous means to deal with the legislative difficulties in China s innovation-oriented
strategy. Wu Handong, Zhongnan University of Economics and Law, China Written by some of China
s leading academic experts and with a foreword by the former Chief Justice of the IP Tribunal of
China s Supreme People s Court, this book combines for the very first time a review of both Chinese
intellectual property and technology laws in a single volume in English. The book initially focuses on
recent amendments to the laws of copyright, trademarks, patents, before moving on to discuss
unfair competition and trade secrets, and the protection of intellectual property over electronic
networks. Other chapters cover the regulation of digital networks and telecommunications; IT and
E-commerce; the new antimonopoly law and competition; and China s position on the TRIPS
agreement. Of special note is a chapter written by in-house Counsel and the Chairman of the Quality
Brands Protection Committee (a coalition of well known multinational brands) reviewing both brand
protection and practical enforcement of intellectual property in China. This book will appeal to
scholars and postgraduate students in commercial law (especially in IP, trade, competition, and
technology), Chinese studies and business, as well as regulators, international agencies and law
firms. Management consultancy and accounting firms, banks and investment firms will also find this
book invaluable.
  laws for online business: Canada Company Laws and Regulations Handbook Volume 1
Strategic Information and Basic Regulations IBP, Inc., 2016-06-18 Canada Company Laws and
Regulations Handbook - Strategic Information and Basic Laws
  laws for online business: Electronic Consumer Contracts in the Conflict of Laws Zheng
Sophia Tang, 2009-09-09 The application of private international law to electronic consumer
contracts raises new, complex, and controversial questions. It is new because consumer protection
was not a private international law concern until very recently and e-commerce only became an
important commercial activity within the last ten years. E-consumer contracts generate original
questions which have not been considered under traditional private international law theories. It is
complex because it has to deal both with difficulties raised by consumer contracts and the
challenges of e-commerce. Reasonable resolutions to consumer contracts may prove inappropriate in
e-commerce, while effective approaches to resolving private international law problems in
e-commerce may be improper for consumer contracts. It is controversial because it concerns the
conflicting interests of consumers and businesses in a fast-moving commercial environment - a fair
balance is therefore hard to achieve. Without proper solutions provided by private international law,
consumers will not be confident about purchasing online, and businesses will face unreasonable risk
and participation costs in e-commerce. Updated and properly designed private international law
rules are essential to the further development of e-commerce. This book aims to provide an answer
to the urgent requirement for legal certainty, security and justice in e-consumer contracts. It is
primarily concerned with existing approaches to jurisdiction and choice of law issues in e-consumer
contracts in the European Community and England, but some typical approaches in other
jurisdictions are also examined. Based on the analysis and the comparative study of the existing law,
the book seeks to provide a proposal as to what the law should be in order to provide certainty to
both parties, to provide reasonable protection to consumers, and to promote the development of



e-commerce.
  laws for online business: Credit, Consumers and the Law Karen Fairweather, Paul O'Shea,
Ross Grantham, 2016-10-14 Consumer law, particularly consumer credit law, is characterised by
increasingly complex regulation in Western economies. Reacting to the Global Financial Crisis,
governments in the UK, the EU, Australia, New Zealand and the United States have adopted new
laws dealing with consumer credit, responsible lending, consumer guarantees and unfair contracts.
Drawing together authors from all of these jurisdictions, this book analyses and evaluates these
initiatives, and makes predictions as to their likely success and possible flaws.
  laws for online business: The Common European Sales Law in Context Gerhard
Dannemann, Stefan Vogenauer, 2013-03-21 The recently proposed Common European Sales Law is
intended to overcome differences between national contract laws. 19 chapters, co-authored by
British and German scholars, investigate for the first time how the projected CESL would interact
with various aspects of English and German law.
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