grants for nonprofit business

grants for nonprofit business provide essential funding opportunities that can significantly
enhance the operational capacity and sustainability of nonprofit organizations. Securing grants can
help nonprofits execute their missions, expand their services, and reach underserved populations.
This article will delve into the various types of grants available for nonprofit businesses, how to find
them, and the application process. Additionally, we will examine the common requirements and best
practices for writing a successful grant proposal that stands out among the competition.

In this article, we will cover the following topics:

e Understanding Grants for Nonprofit Business
e Types of Grants Available

e Finding Grants for Nonprofit Organizations

e The Grant Application Process

e Best Practices for Writing Grant Proposals

e Common Requirements for Grant Eligibility

Understanding Grants for Nonprofit Business

Grants for nonprofit business are funds provided by government entities, foundations, corporations,
or other organizations that do not require repayment. These grants are typically awarded to support
specific projects, programs, or operational needs within the nonprofit sector. Understanding the
nuances of how grants operate is crucial for organizations seeking to secure funding.

Nonprofits often operate on tight budgets, making grants an essential resource for achieving their
goals. Grants can provide critical funding for initiatives such as community outreach programs,
educational workshops, and social services. They can also support administrative expenses, helping
nonprofits maintain their operational integrity.

Generally, grants are competitive, and the application process can be rigorous. Organizations must
clearly articulate their mission, outline their projects, and demonstrate how funding will impact their
communities. Successful grant applications are built on a foundation of thorough research, strategic
planning, and compelling narratives.

Types of Grants Available



There are several types of grants available to nonprofit organizations, each designed to meet
different needs and objectives. Understanding these categories can help nonprofits identify the most
suitable funding sources for their initiatives.

Government Grants

Government grants are typically funded by federal, state, or local governments. These grants often
support a wide range of social services and community development projects. Nonprofits can apply
for various government grants, including:

e Federal grants

e State grants

e Local government grants

These grants usually have specific eligibility criteria and may require detailed reporting on how
funds are used.

Foundation Grants

Private and community foundations provide grants to nonprofit organizations as part of their
philanthropic missions. Foundation grants can vary significantly in size, purpose, and eligibility
requirements. Nonprofits can access funding for specific projects, operational costs, or general
support. Some well-known foundations offering grants include:

e The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation

e The Ford Foundation

e The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Corporate Grants

Many corporations offer grant programs as part of their corporate social responsibility (CSR)
initiatives. These grants often focus on community development, education, and health. Corporations
may provide funding through direct grants or sponsorships for specific events or programs.



Finding Grants for Nonprofit Organizations

Finding the right grants can be a daunting task for nonprofits, but there are numerous resources
available to assist in the search.

Online Grant Databases

Several online databases offer comprehensive listings of available grants. These databases allow
organizations to filter grants based on various criteria, such as geographic location, funding amount,
and eligibility. Popular databases include:

e Grants.gov

e Foundation Center

e GrantWatch

These platforms can help nonprofits stay updated on new grant opportunities.

Networking and Community Engagement

Building relationships with other nonprofit organizations, community leaders, and funders can
provide valuable insights into grant opportunities. Networking can facilitate information sharing and
partnerships that enhance grant applications.

Professional Grant Writers

Hiring a professional grant writer can be beneficial, especially for organizations that lack in-house
expertise. Experienced grant writers understand the intricacies of grant proposals and can increase
the likelihood of securing funding.

The Grant Application Process

The grant application process can vary depending on the funding source, but generally follows a
similar structure. Understanding this process is essential for nonprofits aiming to optimize their
applications.



Research and Identify Funding Sources

The first step in the application process is to conduct thorough research to identify potential grant
opportunities that align with the organization’s mission and goals. This involves reviewing the
grantor’s priorities, eligibility criteria, and deadlines.

Prepare Required Documentation

Most grant applications require specific documentation, including:

¢ Proof of nonprofit status

Organizational budget

Project budget

Strategic plan

Letters of support

Having this information readily accessible can streamline the application process.

Write the Grant Proposal

The grant proposal is a critical component of the application. It should clearly outline the project, its
objectives, the target audience, and the anticipated impact. The proposal must also demonstrate the
organization’s capacity to manage the funds effectively.

Best Practices for Writing Grant Proposals

Writing a compelling grant proposal requires careful planning and attention to detail. Below are
some best practices that can enhance the quality of grant submissions.

Be Clear and Concise

Grant reviewers often have limited time to review applications. Being clear and concise in the
proposal helps convey the organization’s message effectively. Avoid jargon and overly complex
language.



Present Data and Evidence

Incorporating data and evidence to support claims can strengthen a proposal. This includes using
statistics, case studies, and testimonials that demonstrate the need for the project and its potential
impact.

Follow Guidelines

Each grantor provides specific guidelines for proposal submissions. Adhering to these guidelines is
crucial; failure to do so can result in disqualification. This includes formatting requirements, word
limits, and submission deadlines.

Common Requirements for Grant Eligibility

While each grant has its own eligibility criteria, there are common requirements that many grantors
consider when evaluating applications.

Nonprofit Status

Most grantors require organizations to have a recognized nonprofit status, typically 501(c)(3) in the
United States. This status is crucial for demonstrating the organization’s commitment to serving the
public good.

Project Alignment

Grants are often awarded based on how well the proposed project aligns with the funder’s mission
and priorities. Nonprofits must clearly articulate how their projects meet the funder’s goals.

Financial Accountability

Grantors expect nonprofits to demonstrate financial accountability. This includes having a sound
financial management system in place and being able to provide financial reports as required.

In conclusion, securing grants for nonprofit business is a vital strategy for organizations striving to
fulfill their missions and serve their communities effectively. Understanding the various types of
grants, knowing where to find them, and mastering the application process are key steps toward
successful funding. By employing best practices in proposal writing and adhering to eligibility
requirements, nonprofits can enhance their chances of obtaining the necessary financial support to
thrive.



Q: What are grants for nonprofit businesses?

A: Grants for nonprofit businesses are funds provided by various entities, such as government
agencies, foundations, and corporations, that do not require repayment. They are designed to
support specific projects or operational needs of nonprofit organizations.

Q: How can nonprofits find available grants?

A: Nonprofits can find available grants through online databases, networking with other
organizations, community engagement, and hiring professional grant writers who have expertise in
identifying funding opportunities.

Q: What types of grants are available for nonprofits?

A: Nonprofits can apply for various types of grants, including government grants, foundation grants,
and corporate grants. Each type of grant may have different eligibility criteria and funding purposes.

Q: What are the common requirements for grant eligibility?

A: Common requirements for grant eligibility include having recognized nonprofit status (such as
501(c)(3)), demonstrating alignment with the grantor’s mission, and exhibiting financial
accountability through sound management practices.

Q: What is the grant application process like?

A: The grant application process typically involves researching funding sources, preparing required
documentation, writing a compelling grant proposal, and submitting the application by specified
deadlines.

Q: What are best practices for writing effective grant
proposals?

A: Best practices for writing effective grant proposals include being clear and concise, presenting
data and evidence to support claims, and following the specific guidelines provided by the grantor.

Q: Can nonprofits use grants for operational expenses?

A: Yes, some grants allow nonprofits to use funds for operational expenses, but this depends on the
specific grant’s terms and conditions. Nonprofits should carefully review the guidelines to
understand how funds can be allocated.

Q: How competitive is the grant application process?

A: The grant application process can be highly competitive, with many organizations vying for



limited funding. Nonprofits must submit strong, well-researched proposals to increase their chances
of success.

Q: Are there grants specifically for small nonprofits?

A: Yes, there are grants specifically designed for small nonprofits, often provided by local
foundations, community organizations, and government programs that aim to support grassroots
initiatives.

Q: What should be included in a grant proposal?

A: A grant proposal should include an overview of the organization, a detailed description of the
project, objectives, target audience, budget, and a plan for evaluation to measure the project’s
impact.
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grants for nonprofit business: Success Plan Of Non Profit Organization Fritz Kennemer,
2021-05-25 A nonprofit organization is a type of business organization that must operate and
provides its services without the primary goal of making money. Nonprofit organizations serve the
public interest and are mostly categorized as tax-exempt by the IRS. Imagine you can have the
knowledge you want to have a hassle-free start to your Non Profit business and Have Peace of Mind
because you will Discover... * Get Free Government Grants for your Non-Profit Business * Learn
about Non-Profit Fundraising * Select Non-Profit Accounting Software * Get Access to Wholesale
Sources to save you Massive Money * Learn Zero Cost Marketing for Free Advertising! * How to
prepare a Non-Profit Business Plan * Efficiently avoid Government Red Tape * Take Advantage of
Tax Laws for your business * How to Incorporate * Starting a Non Profit and Much Much More!

grants for nonprofit business: Step by Step: How to Start a Nonprofit Business Andrea
N. Johnson, Ph.D., 2014-05-20 This book is designed to guide readers through the steps of creating
nonprofit businesses. Steps include creating a mission statement, needs assessments, developing
programs, budgets, program evaluation, and legally creating a nonprofit business. Activities can also
be used for nonprofit businesses already established. Business plan and funding resources are also
included.

grants for nonprofit business: Grant-Writing Business Entrepreneur magazine, 2013-04-11
Start Your Own Grant Writing Business Thanks to funders like the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation, grant writing is a growing industry and a vital service needed by nonprofit
organizations. Order this guide and learn how to use your existing talents to get started as a grant
writer—earning not only big profits but the priceless satisfaction that comes from helping laudable
causes find funding. Grant writing is a craft that can be cultivated and mastered, and we show you
how. You learn the main elements of a grant proposal, how to identify a need and propose a solution
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for foundations, where to look for grant funders, and what tactics to use to approach them. Learn
everything you need to know to get started in this lucrative industry with step-by-step guidelines,
including: Who needs grants Types of funders Finding grants Understanding a funders' guidelines A
to Z of the grant proposal Effective grant-writing techniques How to confidently run your business If
you enjoy delving into research, have great writing and speaking skills, and can passionately
communicate the missions of organizations you believe in, you could have a bright future as the
owner of a grant writing business. This guide gives you a one-of-a-kind grant-writing toolkit and
shows you how to use it to win funding. Whether you'd like to write full or part time, this guide's
top-to-bottom look at the field ensures you start like a seasoned pro. This kit includes: ¢ Essential
industry and business-specific startup steps with worksheets, calculators, checklists and more. *
Entrepreneur Editors’ Start Your Own Business, a guide to starting any business and surviving the
first three years. « Downloadable, customizable business letters, sales letters, and other sample
documents ¢ Entrepreneur’s Small Business Legal Toolkit.

grants for nonprofit business: Everything You Need to Know About Grants Anthony
Hollis, 2004-12 Explains the types of grants that are available, developing a fundable project,
understanding the funder, creating quantitative goals and assessments, and writing a successful
proposal.

grants for nonprofit business: Winning Grants Mim Carlson, 2002-07 Winning Grants Step
by Step is the definitive guide to writing persuasive and successful proposals. In easy-to-understand
terms, Mim Carlson leads you through creating a proposal--from start to finish--that fulfills the three
most important criteria grantmakers demand from a competitive proposal: a clearly stated purpose
describing what your organization is trying to achieve, compelling evidence that demonstrates the
importance of this goal, and a well-reasoned plan that outlines how your organization will meet the
goal in a cost-effective manner. And, once the workbook exercises are completed, your organization
will have a fully developed grant proposal. This revised and updated edition includes new examples
and sample budgets that reflect the reality of today's nonprofit funding environment. It also offers
guidance on using the Internet to research funders, current information on preparing and
submitting proposals, and advice on building relationships with funders. The companion CD-ROM
contains winning sample proposals from real organizations as well as blank worksheets that guide
you though the proposal-writing process.

grants for nonprofit business: Creating Value in Nonprofit-Business Collaborations James E.
Austin, M. May Seitanidi, 2014-03-03 Collaboration between nonprofits and businesses is a
necessary component of strategy and operations. Creating Value in Nonprofit-Business
Collaborations: New Thinking & Practice provides breakthrough thinking about how to
conceptualize and realize collaborative value. With over a hundred case examples from around the
globe and hundreds of literature references, the book reveals how collaboration between businesses
and nonprofit organizations can most effectively co-create significant economic, social, and
environmental value for society, organizations, and individuals. This essential resource features the
ground-breaking Collaborative Value Creation framework that can be used for analyzing the sources,
forms, and processes of value creation in partnerships between businesses and nonprofits. The book
is a step-by-step guide for business managers and non-profit practitioners for achieving successful
cross-sector partnerships. It examines the key dimensions of the Collaborative Mindset that shape
each partner's collaborative efforts. It analyzes the drivers of partnership evolution along the
Collaboration Continuum, and sets forth the key pathways in the Collaboration Process Value Chain.
The book concludes by offering Twelve Smart Practices of Collaborative Value Creation for the
design and management of cross sector partnerships. The book will empower organizations to
strategically increase the potential for value creation both for the partners and society. Praise for
Creating Value in Nonprofit-Business Collaborations: New Thinking & Practice! This is a playbook
for enabling business and nonprofits to co-create shared value. These new types of collaborations
about creating value, rather than the tense standoffs of the past, are part of the way we will create
actual solutions to society's challenges. Michael ]J. Porter, Bishop William Lawrence University



Professor, Harvard Business School Co-creating value is a powerful concept Jim Austin and May
Seitanidi are sharing with us that will bring business and non-profit leaders to a new level of
understanding and performance. This new book is the indispensable guidebook for leaders of the
future. Frances Hesselbein, Founding President and CEO of the Frances Hesselbein Leadership
Institute, Former CEO of the Girl Scouts of America, and Holder of Presidential Medal of Freedom I
love the book! While it focuses on cross sector collaboration, it should be read by every executive in
the for-profit sector. Business is about how to collaborate with stakeholders to create value. This
book tells you how to do it. Bravo! R. Edward Freeman, University Professor and Olsson Professor
The Darden School University of Virginia Finally a book that demystifies what is probably the single
most indispensable strategy for advancing social change: cross sector collaboration that creates
genuine, measurable value for all. The book is an original and valuable resource for both the
nonprofit and business sectors, providing a promising new roadmap that shows how to go beyond
fighting for one's share of the pie, to collaboration that actually makes the pie grow. Billy Shore,
Founder and CEO of Share Our Strength and Chairman of Community Wealth Ventures Professors
Austin and Seitanidi provide essential guidance for managers determining how to produce benefits
for their organizations and high impact for society. This is an informed, thoughtful, and practical
analysis. Rosabeth Moss Kanter, Ernest L. Arbuckle Professor of Business Administration, Harvard
Business School and author of SuperCorp: How Vanguard Companies Create Innovation, Profits,
Growth and Social Good

grants for nonprofit business: Faith-based Grants Beverly A. Browning, 2005 Both church or
ministry leaders and their members are under the impression that the President and Congress have
allocated millions and millions of public funds for faithbased organizations?for any purpose, religious
or non-religious and that the faithbased grant tree is full of unrestricted, no strings attached ?ready
to pick? fruits?also known as grant awards. In this book, my goal is to help churches and ministries
across the United States?large and small, denominational and non-denominational?understand how
to align institutions and congregations to receive the abundance intended under the Federal
government?s faithbased grants initiative.

grants for nonprofit business: Start Your Own Grant Writing Business The Staff of
Entrepreneur Media, Rich Mintzer, 2012-11-01 This second edition reveals how to prepare
foundation, federal and corporate grant applications and includes a comprehensive directory of
major funders’ contact information. It then offers readers cutting-edge business advice on setting up
and registering a grant-seeking business and marketing themselves as savvy grant seekers. It covers
current trends in grant seeking, topics that are on the radar of most funders and cutting edge
application strategies. It also offers strategies for the online application process: using effective
subject lines, searching for funders online and filling online budget forms. It’s divided into four
sections: the art of the grant proposal, prospect research, starting and marketing a grant writing
business and maximizing one’s chances of winning a grant.

grants for nonprofit business: Federal Nonfarm Business Credit Assistance Felice S. Marlor,
1992

grants for nonprofit business: Operating Grants for Nonprofit Organizations 2001 , 2001
Nonprofits and other organizations seeking grants and funding opportunities to support general
operating expenses will find over 1,000 current operating grants--organized by state--each with
contact and requirement information. Three user-friendly indexes (subject, sponsors, and geographic
restrictions) help you to quickly find the right grants for your needs. Nonprofits and other
organizations seeking grants and funding opportunities to support general operating expenses will
find over 1,000 current operating grants--organized by state--each with contact and requirement
information. Three user-friendly indexes (subject, sponsors, and geographic restrictions) help you to
quickly find the right grants for your needs. Few needs are more important to a nonprofit
organization than funding for operating costs. This new directory will save you time and money by
focusing on grants fundamental to your organization. All types of nonprofits can benefit: arts and
humanities, community development, health care, children and youth, and education. Each entry




includes grant title, sponsor name and address, contact information (name and title, phone and fax
numbers, email and Web site addresses), requirements and restrictions (when available), sample
awards (when available), and sponsor's areas of interest.

grants for nonprofit business: The Nonprofit Manager's Resource Directory Ronald A.
Landskroner, 2002-04-30 A newly revised and updated edition of the ultimate resource for nonprofit
managers If you're a nonprofit manager, you probably spend a good deal of your time tracking down
hard-to-find answers to complicated questions. The Nonprofit Manager's Resource Directory, Second
Edition provides instant answers to all your questions concerning nonprofit-oriented product and
service providers, Internet sites, funding sources, publications, support and advocacy groups, and
much more. If you need help finding volunteers, understanding new legislation, or writing grant
proposals, help has arrived. This new, updated edition features expanded coverage of important
issues and even more answers to all your nonprofit questions. Revised to keep vital information up to
the minute, The Nonprofit Manager's Resource Directory, Second Edition: * Contains more than
2,000 detailed listings of both nonprofit and for-profit resources, products, and services * Supplies
complete details on everything from assistance and support groups to software vendors and Internet
servers, management consultants to list marketers * Provides information on all kinds of free and
low-cost products available to nonprofits * Features an entirely new section on international issues *
Plus: 10 bonus sections available only on CD-ROM The Nonprofit Manager's Resource Directory,
Second Edition has the information you need to keep your nonprofit alive and well in these
challenging times. Topics include: * Accountability and Ethics * Assessment and Evaluation *
Financial Management * General Management * Governance * Human Resource Management *
Information Technology * International Third Sector * Leadership * Legal Issues * Marketing and
Communications * Nonprofit Sector Overview * Organizational Dynamics and Design * Philanthropy
* Professional Development * Resource Development * Social Entrepreneurship * Strategic Planning
* Volunteerism

grants for nonprofit business: Start Your Own Nonprofit Organization Cheryl Kimball,
Entrepreneur magazine, 2014-04-21 Whether you want to serve a community need, assist citizens,
or advocate for animals—your aspiration is a noble one and likely an ideal mission for a nonprofit
organization. The experts at Entrepreneur show you how to turn your desire for change into a
successful—and satisfying—business. This indispensable guide helps you determine if your business
idea is nonprofit or for-profit, understand and identify their business mission and vision, staff and
run a lean operation, select and manage a board of directors, manage finances to the satisfaction of
the IRS, find a location and set up shop, master fundraising, use social media and other
cost-effective outreach, and manage sustainability and growth. All startup steps are supported by
insider knowledge from successful entrepreneurs, dollar-stretching tips, missteps to avoid,
resources, and more.

grants for nonprofit business: The AMA Handbook of Project Management Paul C. Dinsmore,
Jeannette Cabanis-Brewin, 2018-11-13 This book is an essential resource that presents a
state-of-the-art theory and process of project management. Packed with essays and insights from the
field's top professionals,?this authoritative guide?is the resource professionals and students rely on
for its practical guidance and big picture overview of the entire field: scheduling and budgeting,
engaging stakeholders, measuring performance, managing multiple projects, resolving conflicts,
using agile practices, and more. Whether you need advice keeping projects on track or help
preparing for certification, this new edition explains every principle, process, and development.
Revised to reflect the latest changes to A Guide to the Project Management Body of
Knowledge?(PMBOK®),?the fifth edition includes new information on how to: Close the
strategy-implementation gap Tap the power of digital transformation Navigate M&A environments
Revise your methods for nonprofit settings Keep pace with your evolving role Filled with models,
case studies, and in-depth solutions, The AMA Handbook of Project Management helps you master
the discipline, overcome obstacles, and fast track your projects and career.

grants for nonprofit business: Operating Grants for Nonprofit Organizations Oryx Publishing,




Oryx Press, 2000 Few needs are more important to a nonprofit organization than helpful information
on where to find grant money. This new directory is the first to focus exclusively on operating
grants--where to find them, what's required, and who to contact. Organized by state, this handy
resource lists more than 1,100 grants that are available to all types of nonprofits: arts and
humanities; community development; health care; science; children and youth; and education.Three
user-friendly indexes (subject, sponsors, and geographic restrictions) let users quickly locate the
right funding for their organization. Few needs are more important to a nonprofit organization than
helpful information on where to find grant money. This new directory is the first to focus exclusively
on operating grants--where to find them, what's required, and who to contact. Organized by state,
this handy resource lists more uhan 1,100 grants that are available to all types of nonprofits: arts
and humanities; community development; health care; science; children and youth; and
education.Three user-friendly indexes (subject, sponsors, and geographic restrictions) let users
quickly locate the right funding for their organization.

grants for nonprofit business: 203 Home Based Businesses That Will Make You Rich Tyler
Gregory Hicks, 1998 The complete guide to financing and running a fabulously successful
home-based business.

grants for nonprofit business: Social Organization of an Urban Grants Economy Joseph
Galaskiewicz, 2013-10-22 Social Organization of an Urban Grants Economy: A Study of Business
Philanthropy and Nonprofit Organizations explains the elites, corporate wealth, and human service
organizations as players in the urban grants economy. The focus of study is the Twin Cities of
Minneapolis-St. Paul. The book discusses social institutions that support an economy of donative
transfers, and how these institutions influence who gives, who gets, and who gives to whom.
Emphasis is on the belief system that has influence over corporate contributions, boundary-spanning
agency roles that have an active role in reducing transactional costs, and selective incentives that
have been used to elicit participation. The text also analyzes the volume of corporate contributions
in relation to the market position held by the firm and the social position of the executives in the
community. Each firm has different rationalizations for its contributions. The role of the agencies
has also developed to overcome some uncertainties present in the corporation's contributing to
nonprofits organizations. The text focuses on the production of collective goods, the peer-group
which ensures participation in the collective enterprise, the institutionalization and socialization of
values, as well as, the interaction of various agency roles. The book can prove valuable for social
scientists, for heads of non-profit organizations, for officials of social and welfare departments of
local governments, or for political scientists, economists, and historians.

grants for nonprofit business: Federal Funding Sources for Rural Areas , 1991

grants for nonprofit business: Good Business Lilly Tench, 2024-04-02 Good Business: An
Entrepreneur's Guide to Creating a Better World is an illustrated guide that takes readers through
the complicated but exhilarating landscape of social enterprise businesses that are changing the
world. A social enterprise is a different kind of business, one that uses a market-driven approach to
address a social or environmental problem such as poverty, environmental damage, or resource
scarcity, with the dual goals of helping humanity and building a profitable business. With a climate
crisis, a growing population, and diminishing natural resources, the need for socially-minded
innovators is greater than ever. Good Business is designed to be a practical guide and tool for
innovators, entrepreneurs, and dreamers who are attempting to navigate the complicated business
models required for social enterprises.

grants for nonprofit business: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Grant Writing, 3rd Edition
Waddy Thompson, 2011-07-05 An updated and revised edition-offering new information on some of
the most popular topics in grant writing. This new edition of The Complete Idiot's Guide® to Grant
Writing provides essential information on how to start a freelance business, covering such topics as
getting that first assignment, pricing, state regulations, organizing and customizing proposals,
researching funders, sponsorship, and much more. ? In the current economic environment,
government and private sector grants will continue to be an important way to acquire funds for




projects. ? Includes grant writing samples. ? This book's templates and other resources will now be
easy to find and use on idiotsguides.com.

grants for nonprofit business: Nonprofits & Business Joseph J. Cordes, C. Eugene Steuerle,
2009 In this age of high-profile corporate foundations and socially responsible companies, the
barrier between the nonprofit and business worlds is more permeable than ever. Nonprofits and
Business assembles diverse researchers to examine nonprofits from commercial, economic,
operational, and legal perspectives. As the government and the public have demanded greater
efficiency from nonprofits, nonprofits have looked to corporations to find creative ways to raise
money and demonstrate effectiveness. Nonprofits and Business is a unique resource on this
emerging trend.
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