
business music major
business music major programs combine the creative elements of music with the analytical and
managerial aspects of business. This unique field of study prepares students for a variety of careers
within the music industry, including roles in music production, artist management, music marketing,
and event planning. In this article, we will explore the key components of a business music major,
the skills developed through such programs, potential career paths, and insights into the music
industry landscape. Additionally, we will provide guidance on how to choose the right program and
what to expect from a music business education.
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What is a Business Music Major?
A business music major is an interdisciplinary program that merges music studies with essential
business principles. It equips students with the knowledge and skills necessary to thrive in the fast-
paced music industry. Students typically learn about the music market, various genres, and the role
of technology in music production and distribution. By integrating business strategies with musical
knowledge, graduates can pursue careers that require a deep understanding of both fields.

Overview of the Program
Most business music major programs include coursework in music theory, performance, and history,
alongside classes in marketing, accounting, and management. This combination ensures that
students not only appreciate the art of music but also understand how to successfully navigate the
industry. Programs may vary by institution, but they often emphasize practical experience through
internships and projects.



Core Curriculum of a Business Music Major
The curriculum of a business music major is designed to provide a well-rounded education that
covers both music and business disciplines. Students can expect to take a blend of core music
courses and business-related classes.

Music Courses
Students will typically engage in the following music courses:

Music Theory: Understanding the foundational elements of music composition and structure.

Music History: Studying the evolution of music through different periods and styles.

Music Performance: Developing practical skills through instrumental or vocal training.

Music Technology: Learning about modern tools used in music production and distribution.

Business Courses
In addition to music courses, students will also be required to take several business classes, which
may include:

Marketing: Strategies for promoting music and artists in various platforms.

Management: Skills for leading teams and managing music-related businesses.

Finance: Understanding budgeting, revenue management, and financial planning within the
music industry.

Entrepreneurship: Developing skills for launching and managing music-related ventures.

Skills Developed in a Business Music Major
Pursuing a business music major fosters a diverse skill set that is highly valuable in the music
industry. Students cultivate both creative and analytical abilities, making them versatile candidates
for various roles.

Creative Skills
Students enhance their creative skills through music performance and composition courses. They
learn to think outside the box, develop original ideas, and create compelling musical works.



Analytical Skills
Through business-related courses, students sharpen their analytical skills. They become adept at
interpreting market trends, evaluating business strategies, and making informed decisions based on
data.

Interpersonal Skills
The music industry relies heavily on networking and collaboration. As such, students develop strong
interpersonal skills through group projects, performances, and internships. They learn to
communicate effectively, negotiate contracts, and manage relationships with artists, producers, and
other industry professionals.

Career Opportunities with a Business Music Major
A business music major opens the door to numerous career opportunities within the music industry.
Graduates can pursue various paths depending on their interests and skills.

Potential Career Paths
Some popular career options include:

Music Producer: Overseeing the recording process and guiding artists in their creative
endeavors.

Artist Manager: Representing artists and helping them develop their careers.

Music Marketer: Creating and implementing marketing strategies for music releases.

Event Coordinator: Planning and executing music events, concerts, and festivals.

Music Licensing Specialist: Managing the use of music in various media and ensuring
compliance with copyright laws.

Choosing the Right Business Music Program
When selecting a business music major program, students should consider several factors to ensure
they choose the right fit for their career goals.

Accreditation and Reputation
It is crucial to attend an accredited institution with a strong reputation in the music industry.



Research the program’s rankings, alumni success, and faculty qualifications to gauge its overall
quality.

Curriculum and Specializations
Students should review the curriculum to ensure it aligns with their interests. Some programs may
offer specializations in areas like music technology, music management, or music marketing, which
can enhance their expertise in specific fields.

Internship Opportunities
Internships are vital for gaining practical experience and building industry connections. Look for
programs that offer robust internship placements with music companies, record labels, or event
organizing firms.

The Future of the Music Industry
As technology continues to evolve, the music industry is undergoing significant changes. Business
music majors must stay informed about trends such as streaming services, digital distribution, and
social media marketing to remain competitive.

Emerging Trends
Some trends shaping the future of the music industry include:

The rise of streaming platforms: Understanding how to market music effectively in a
streaming-dominated environment.

Increased focus on live performances: Exploring opportunities in event planning and
management.

Technology integration: Utilizing new tools for music production and promotion.

Conclusion
A business music major offers a unique blend of creative and business education, preparing students
for a variety of roles within the dynamic music industry. By combining music knowledge with
essential business skills, graduates are well-equipped to navigate the challenges and opportunities
that lie ahead. As the industry continues to evolve, staying adaptable and informed will be crucial for
success. Pursuing a career in this field can be both fulfilling and lucrative, making it an attractive
option for those passionate about music and business.



Q: What careers can I pursue with a business music major?
A: Graduates with a business music major can pursue careers as music producers, artist managers,
music marketers, event coordinators, and licensing specialists, among others.

Q: Is a business music major a good choice for someone
passionate about music?
A: Yes, a business music major is ideal for individuals who want to combine their passion for music
with business acumen, leading to a variety of rewarding career opportunities.

Q: What skills do I learn in a business music major program?
A: Students develop creative skills in music, analytical skills in business, and interpersonal skills
necessary for networking and collaboration in the music industry.

Q: How can internships enhance my education in a business
music major?
A: Internships provide valuable hands-on experience, allowing students to apply their knowledge in
real-world settings, build industry connections, and enhance their resumes.

Q: Are online programs available for business music majors?
A: Yes, many institutions offer online programs in business music, providing flexibility for students
who may be working or have other commitments.

Q: What should I look for in a business music program?
A: Consider factors such as accreditation, curriculum, faculty reputation, and internship
opportunities when choosing a business music program.

Q: How is technology impacting the music industry?
A: Technology is transforming the music industry through streaming services, digital distribution,
and new production tools, creating both challenges and opportunities for music professionals.

Q: What are the benefits of specializing in a particular area of
business music?
A: Specializing allows students to gain deeper expertise in a specific area, making them more
competitive in the job market and better equipped to tackle industry challenges.



Q: Can I start my own business with a business music degree?
A: Yes, a business music degree provides the knowledge and skills necessary to launch and manage
your own music-related venture, such as a record label, event planning company, or music
consultancy.

Q: What is the job outlook for business music majors?
A: The job outlook is positive, as the music industry continues to grow and evolve, creating demand
for professionals with both music and business expertise.

Business Music Major
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in the music business through ten editions, over thirty years, and over a half a million copies sold.
Now with updates explaining why musicians have more power today than ever in history; discussion
of the mega-million-dollar sales of artists’ songs and record catalogs; how artist access to streaming
media, and particularly TikTok, has completely reshaped the music business; the latest on music
created by AI; and a full update of the latest numbers and trends. For more than thirty years, All You
Need to Know About the Music Business has been universally regarded as the definitive guide to the
music industry. Now in its eleventh edition, Passman leads novices and experts alike through what
has been the most profound change in the music business since the days of wax cylinders and piano
rolls: streaming. For the first time in history, music is no longer monetized by selling something—it’s
monetized by how many times a listener streams a song. And also, for the first time, artists can get
their music to listeners without a record company gatekeeper, creating a new democracy for music.
The “industry bible” (Los Angeles Times), now updated, is essential for anyone in the music
business—musicians, songwriters, lawyers, agents, promoters, publishers, executives, and
managers—and the definitive guide for anyone who wants to be in the business. So, whether you
are—or aspire to be—in the music industry, veteran music lawyer Passman’s comprehensive guide is
an indispensable tool. He offers timely information about the latest trends, including the reasons
why artists have more clout than ever in history, the massive influence of TikTok, the mega million
dollar sales of artists’ songs and record catalogs, music in Web3 and the Metaverse, music created
by AI, and a full update of the latest numbers and practices.
  business music major: Artist Management for the Music Business Paul Allen, 2007 Allen
prepares you for the realities of successfully directing the careers of talented performers in the
high-risk, high-reward music business. You will learn to prepare yourself for a career in artist
management and then learn the tools to coach, lead, organize time, manage finances, market an
artist, and carve out a successful career path for both yourself and your clients. The book features
profiles of artist managers, an exclusive and detailed template for an artist career plan, and samples
of major contract sections for artist management and record deals. Updated information including a
directory of artist management companies is available at the books companion website. A peer
reviewer for Artist Management for the Music Business proclaimed this is going to be an excellent
text. It contains many unique insights and lots of valuable information. This is essential reading for
managers, students, and artists in the music business. * Key industry insight for both new and
experienced artist managers * Exclusive planning and management tools * Successful career
strategies for managers and the artists they manage
  business music major: Book of Majors 2013 College Entrance Examination Board, The College
Board, 2012-07-03 An in-depth look at the top 200 college majors and a guide to 3600 colleges
offering any or all of these programs.
  business music major: Music Business Nigel Parker, 2004 It is anticipated that the sixth
edition will again be warmly received by the market as the premier title on Intellectual Property
Law. Cornish & Llewelyn Intellectual Property has developed a reputation amongst IP academics
and practitioners as an accurate, straight forward (and straight to the point) in depth guide to every
aspect of Intellectual Property law. For the student the thoughtful analysis of every area guides the
reader whilst prompting questions and issues for the reader to develop further. As a flip and find
practitioner reference work IP professionals will rarely allow their copy to gather dust
  business music major: Understanding the Music Business Richard Weissman, 2015-09-30
Understanding the Music Business offers students a current overview of the music business. Going
beyond what most music business texts offer, Weismann delivers a contemporary approach that
addresses the unanswered questions for today's music students, such as, Is it really possible to make
a living as musician? Understanding the Music Business covers the basics in the first part of the text.
This first section deals with the fundamentals of the industry, including recording, music publishing,
agents, managers, radio and television, unions, the internet and new technology, and regional and
international music markets. However, it is the second half of the text that breaks new ground by
covering the career paths of new artists in the industry, the development and need for



entrepreneurial skills, and the ways that individuals forge careers in the industry.
  business music major: The Future of the Music Business Steve Gordon, 2005 Aimed at
songwriters, recording artists, and music entrepreneurs, this text explains the basics of digital music
law. Entertainment attorney Gordon offers practical tips for online endeavors such as selling song
downloads or creating an Internet radio station. Other topics include (for example) web site
building, promoting through peer-to-peer networks, etc.
  business music major: Music is Your Business Christopher Knab, Bartley F. Day, 2007 This
book takes the mystery out of the music business! Music Is Your Business tells you who does what in
the music industry. Music industry veteran Christopher Knab's honest, no-nonsense information will
empower you to market and promote your music--whether you're an experienced performer or just
starting out. Learn how to attract distributors, get radio airplay, negotiate offers, and create a
demand for your music with topics like Con Jobs: Watch Out for the Flim Flam Man, 10 Reasons Why
Musicians Fail (and How Not To), What A&R Reps Do, and Online Music Retailing. Straight to the
point legal chapters by entertainment attorney Bartley F. Day include Filing Copyright Applications,
Trademarking Band Names, and Making Sense of Recording Industry Contracts. A sample
distributor one-sheet, band tour and work schedule, band bio, and more! Newly revised, updated,
and 100 pages longer, the 3rd edition of Music Is Your Business is essential for independent
musicians and record labels.
  business music major: What They'll Never Tell You about the Music Business Peter M.
Thall, 2016 This insider guide discloses the hidden dynamics and often unfortunate consequences of
what really happens when a deal is prepared, contracts are signed, and promises are made--and
alerts musicians, attorneys, songwriters, and anyone else interested in the music business to the
potent dangers lurking beneath the surface of this incredibly competitive industry.
  business music major: This Business of Urban Music James Walker, 2010-07-07 The first
reference book all about the business side of gospel and urban music. Hip-hop and R&B hold 25
percent of the consumer music market. Another 20 percent is held by religious (gospel and
Christian) music, soul, disco, dance, and jazz. Here’s the first reference book to offer sound business
and legal advice specifically tailored to these areas of the music industry. Securing a record deal,
starting a label, publishing music, marketing and promoting—this is the information that today’s
musicians need. With insightful examples, quotes, and anecdotes from dozens of top artists and
executives, This Business of Urban Music is entertaining as well as informative. Author James J.
Walker, Jr., is a leading entertainment lawyer, representing such well-known clients as Cole, Jamie
Foxx, DMX, and many others. Now he brings his years of professional expertise in litigation,
business, intellectual property, and corporate law to This Business of Urban Music—at a price every
aspiring musician can afford.
  business music major: Rethinking the Music Business Guy Morrow, Daniel Nordgård,
Peter Tschmuck, 2022-09-07 COVID-19 had a global impact on health, communities, and the
economy. As a result of COVID-19, music festivals, gigs, and events were canceled or postponed
across the world. This directly affected the incomes and practices of many artists and the revenue
for many entities in the music business. Despite this crisis, however, there are pre-existing trends in
the music business – the rise of the streaming economy, technological change (virtual and
augmented reality, blockchain, etc.), and new copyright legislation. Some of these trends were
impacted by the COVID-19 crisis while others were not. This book addresses these challenges and
trends by following a two-pronged approach: the first part focuses on the impact of COVID-19 on the
music business, and the second features general perspectives. Throughout both parts, case studies
bring various themes to life. The contributors address issues within the music business before and
during COVID-19. Using various critical approaches for studying the music business, this
research-based book addresses key questions concerning music contexts, rights, data, and
COVID-19. Rethinking the music business is a valuable study aid for undergraduate and
postgraduate students in subjects including the music business, cultural economics, cultural
management, creative and cultural industries studies, business and management studies, and media



and communications.
  business music major: The Complete Idiot's Guide to the Music Business Michael Miller,
2010-06-01 Instrumental in turning musicians into moneymakers The Complete Idiot's Guide® to the
Music Business is written for every musician who needs to learn the business of music, as well as for
all businesspeople entering the music industry. Author Michael Miller covers all the key business
topics and reveals the wealth of job opportunities in the music industry from a business perspective.
• Covers finding an agent, negotiating contracts, publishing songs, collecting royalties, and
promotion strategies • Also covers such nonmusician industry careers as artist management, concert
promotion, music production, and radio • Features essential information on the new frontiers of
electronic and online music
  business music major: The Future of the Music Business Steve Gordon, 2015-07-01 (Music Pro
Guide Books & DVDs). New technologies have revolutionized the music business. While these
technologies have wrecked havoc on traditional business models, they've also provided new
opportunities for music business entrepreneurs, as well as new challenges for musicians, recording
artists, songwriters, record labels and music publishers. The Future of the Music Business provides
a road map for success by explaining legal fundamentals including copyright law's application to the
music business, basic forms of agreement such as recording, songwriting and management co
ntracts, PLUS the rules pertaining to digital streaming, downloading and Internet radio. This book
also shows exactly how much money is generated by each of these models, and details how the
money flows to the principal stakeholders: artists, record labels, songwriters and music publishers.
Part I is a comprehensive analysis of the laws and business practices applying to today's music
business Part II is a guide for producers on how to clear music for almost any kind of project
including movies, TV, ad campaigns, stand-alone digital projects AND how much it will cost Part III
presents new discussions on the hottest industry controversies including net neutrality; and the
financial battles between the new digital music services & copyright owners and artists Part IV
discusses how to best use the new technologies to succeed The book contains URLs linking to 2
on-line videos: Fundamentals of Music Business and Law, and Anatomy of a Copyright Infringement
Case. Attorneys can use a password to gain 2 CLE credits.
  business music major: Music Business Richard Strasser, 2024-10-01 Music Business: The Key
Concepts, second edition, is a comprehensive guide to the terminology commonly used in the music
business today. This updated second edition responds to the music industry's increasingly digital and
ever-evolving environment, with definitions from a number of relevant fields, including: general
business marketing e-commerce intellectual property law economics entrepreneurship In an
accessible A-Z format and fully cross-referenced throughout, this book is essential reading for music
business students as well as those interested in the music industry.
  business music major: Book of Majors 2014 The College Board, 2013-07-02 The Book of
Majors 2014 by The College Board helps students answer these questions: What's the major for me?
Where can I study it? What can I do with it after graduation? Revised and refreshed every year, this
book is the most comprehensive guide to college majors on the market. In-depth descriptions of 200
of the most popular majors are followed by complete listings of every major offered at more than
3,800 colleges, including four-year and two-year colleges and technical schools. The 2014 edition
covers every college major identified by the U.S. Department of Education—over 1,200 majors are
listed in all. This is also the only guide that shows what degree levels each college offers in a major,
whether a certificate, associate, bachelor's, master's or doctorate. The guide features: •
insights—from the professors themselves—on how each major is taught, what preparation students
will need, other majors to consider and much more. • updated information on career options and
employment prospects. • the inside scoop on how students can find out if a college offers a strong
program for a particular major, what life is like for students studying that major, and what
professional societies and accrediting agencies to refer to for more background on the major.
  business music major: How to Make it in the New Music Business Robert Wolff, 2004 In How
to Make it in the New Music Business, author Robert Wolff welcomes you to today's new high-tech



digital universe by taking you to school. In 13 lessons, Wolff teaches you why you no longer have to
play by old music business rules. Offering information, inspiration, and advice, Wolff and his famous
friends show you how to take complete control over your music, your product, and your dream Book
jacket.
  business music major: Impact of Artificial Intelligence, and the Fourth Industrial Revolution
on Business Success Bahaaeddin Alareeni, Allam Hamdan, 2022-07-29 This book constitutes the
refereed proceedings of the International Conference on Business and Technology (ICBT2021)
organized by EuroMid Academy of Business & Technology (EMABT), held in Istanbul, between
06–07 November 2021. In response to the call for papers for ICBT2021, 485 papers were submitted
for presentation and inclusion in the proceedings of the conference. After a careful blind refereeing
process, 292 papers were selected for inclusion in the conference proceedings from forty countries.
Each of these chapters was evaluated through an editorial board, and each chapter was passed
through a double-blind peer-review process. The book highlights a range of topics in the fields of
technology, entrepreneurship, business administration, accounting, and economics that can
contribute to business development in countries, such as learning machines, artificial intelligence,
big data, deep learning, game-based learning, management information system, accounting
information system, knowledge management, entrepreneurship, and social enterprise, corporate
social responsibility and sustainability, business policy and strategic management, international
management and organizations, organizational behavior and HRM, operations management and
logistics research, controversial issues in management and organizations, turnaround, corporate
entrepreneurship, innovation, legal issues, business ethics, and firm gerial accounting and firm
financial affairs, non-traditional research, and creative methodologies. These proceedings are
reflecting quality research contributing theoretical and practical implications, for those who are
wise to apply the technology within any business sector. It is our hope that the contribution of this
book proceedings will be of the academic level which even decision-makers in the various economic
and executive-level will get to appreciate.
  business music major: Music, Business and Peacebuilding Constance Cook Glen, Timothy L.
Fort, 2021-12-21 Business schools are placing more emphasis on the role of business in society. Top
business school accreditors are shifting to mandating that schools teach their students about the
social impact of business, including AACSB standards to require the incorporation of business
impact on society into all elements of accredited institutions. Researchers are also increasingly
focused on issues related to sustainability, but in particular to business and peace as a field. A
strong strain of scholarship argues that ethics is nurtured by emotions and through aesthetic quests
for moral excellence. The arts (and music as shown specifically in this book) can be a resource to
nudge positive emotions in the direction toward ethical behavior and, logically, then toward peace.
Business provides a model for positive interactions that not only foster long-term successful business
but also incrementally influences society. This book provides an opportunity for integration and
recognition of how music (and other art forms) can further encourage business toward the direction
of peace while business provides a platform for the dissemination and modeling of the positive
capabilities of music toward the aims of peace in the world today. The primary market for this book
is the academic audience. Unlike many other academic books, however, the interdisciplinary nature
of the book allows for multiple academic audiences. Thus, this book reaches into schools of music,
business, political science, film studies, sports and society studies, the humanities, ethics and, of
course, peace studies.
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