
business appraisal near me
business appraisal near me is a crucial phrase for business owners seeking to
understand the value of their business, whether for sale, partnership, or investment
purposes. A business appraisal provides an objective analysis of a company's worth, taking
into account various factors such as assets, earnings, and market conditions. In this
article, we will explore the importance of business appraisals, the different methods used,
how to find appraisal services near you, and what to expect during the appraisal process.
By the end, you will be well-equipped with the knowledge necessary to navigate the
business appraisal landscape effectively.
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Understanding Business Appraisal

Business appraisal is a systematic process of determining the economic value of a business
or its assets. This process is typically carried out by a professional appraiser who uses a
combination of quantitative and qualitative analyses. The appraisal can be essential for
various purposes, such as mergers and acquisitions, financial reporting, estate planning,
or resolving disputes.

The appraiser examines various elements, including financial statements, operational
performance, and market position. Accurate appraisals are vital as they provide a
benchmark for negotiations, financing, and strategic planning. Understanding the nuances
of business appraisal can empower business owners to make informed decisions that align
with their long-term goals.

Importance of Business Appraisal



Business appraisals serve multiple purposes that can significantly impact a business's
future. Here are some key reasons why obtaining a business appraisal is important:

Determining Fair Market Value: An appraisal helps establish a fair market value
for a business, which is crucial in transactions such as sales or mergers.

Facilitating Loans and Financing: Financial institutions often require a business
appraisal to assess the risk before approving loans.

Tax Compliance: Accurate appraisals can help ensure compliance with tax
regulations, especially during inheritance or sale processes.

Dispute Resolution: In cases of disputes among partners or shareholders, an
independent appraisal can provide clarity and aid in resolution.

Strategic Planning: Understanding your business's value can help in setting future
goals and strategies.

Overall, the significance of business appraisal cannot be overstated as it lays the
foundation for informed decision-making in various business scenarios.

Methods of Business Appraisal

There are several standard methods used in business appraisals, each suited for different
types of businesses and situations. The three primary approaches include:

Income Approach

The income approach focuses on the future earning potential of a business. It estimates
the value based on the present value of expected future cash flows, often using discounted
cash flow (DCF) analysis. This method is particularly useful for businesses with stable and
predictable earnings.

Market Approach

The market approach compares the business to similar companies in the same industry
that have recently sold. This method requires extensive market research and analysis of
comparable transactions to determine a fair value. It is best suited for businesses in active
markets with readily available data.



Asset-Based Approach

The asset-based approach calculates the value of a business based on its assets and
liabilities. This method is particularly appropriate for companies with substantial tangible
assets, such as manufacturing firms or real estate holdings. It involves assessing the fair
market value of all assets and subtracting liabilities to arrive at a net asset value.

Choosing the right method depends on the business type, purpose of the appraisal, and
available data. Professional appraisers often employ a combination of these approaches to
ensure a comprehensive evaluation.

Finding Business Appraisal Services Near Me

When searching for business appraisal services, it's essential to find qualified
professionals with expertise in your industry. Here are some effective strategies to locate
appraisal services near you:

Online Search: Use search engines to find local appraisal firms by entering terms
like “business appraisal near me” or “business valuation services.”

Professional Associations: Check with organizations like the American Society of
Appraisers or the National Association of Certified Valuators and Analysts, which
have directories of certified appraisers.

Referrals: Ask for recommendations from business advisors, accountants, or
attorneys who may have experience with appraisers.

Reviews and Testimonials: Look for online reviews and testimonials to gauge the
reputation and reliability of appraisal services.

Taking the time to research and evaluate potential appraisers will ensure you find a
qualified professional who can meet your specific needs.

The Business Appraisal Process

Understanding the business appraisal process can help alleviate concerns and set
expectations. Here are the typical steps involved:

Initial Consultation: The appraiser will conduct an initial meeting to understand1.
your needs, the purpose of the appraisal, and gather preliminary information.



Data Collection: The appraiser will request financial documents, operational2.
details, and any other relevant information necessary for the evaluation.

Analysis: The appraiser will analyze the collected data using the chosen appraisal3.
methods, assessing factors affecting value.

Report Preparation: A detailed appraisal report will be created, outlining the4.
findings, methodology, and final value determination.

Review and Discussion: The appraiser will review the report with you, explaining5.
the valuation process and answering any questions.

Throughout the process, clear communication with the appraiser is crucial for obtaining
accurate results and addressing any concerns that may arise.

Factors Affecting Business Appraisal

Several factors can influence a business's appraisal value. Understanding these elements
can help business owners identify opportunities for improvement. Key factors include:

Financial Performance: Historical and projected earnings, revenue growth, and
profit margins play a significant role in valuation.

Market Conditions: The economic environment and industry trends can impact the
perceived value of a business.

Asset Quality: The condition and quality of tangible and intangible assets contribute
to overall value.

Management Team: The experience and stability of the management team are
often considered in the appraisal process.

Customer Base: A loyal and diverse customer base can enhance business value,
reflecting stability and growth potential.

By being aware of these factors, business owners can take proactive steps to enhance
their business’s value before undergoing an appraisal.

Common Questions About Business Appraisal

As you navigate the world of business appraisal, you may have several questions. Here are



answers to some common inquiries:

Q: How much does a business appraisal cost?
A: The cost of a business appraisal can vary widely based on the complexity of the
business and the appraisal method used, typically ranging from a few hundred to several
thousand dollars.

Q: How long does a business appraisal take?
A: A business appraisal can take anywhere from a few days to several weeks, depending
on the availability of information and the complexity of the business being evaluated.

Q: Do I need a business appraisal before selling my
business?
A: While not legally required, obtaining a business appraisal before selling can help ensure
you set a fair asking price and negotiate effectively with potential buyers.

Q: Can I perform a business appraisal myself?
A: While business owners can conduct preliminary assessments, hiring a qualified
professional is advisable for an accurate and credible appraisal.

Q: What qualifications should I look for in a business
appraiser?
A: Look for appraisers with relevant certifications, experience in your industry, and a solid
reputation. Professional organizations can help verify qualifications.

Q: Is a business appraisal necessary for estate planning?
A: Yes, a business appraisal is often necessary for estate planning to ensure proper
valuation for tax purposes and equitable distribution among heirs.

Q: What information do I need to provide for a business
appraisal?
A: You will typically need to provide financial statements, tax returns, operational data,
and any relevant legal documents that pertain to the business.



Q: How often should I have my business appraised?
A: It is advisable to have your business appraised every few years or whenever significant
changes occur, such as major investments, acquisitions, or market shifts.

Q: What is the difference between business appraisal
and business valuation?
A: Business appraisal is a specific process used to determine value, while business
valuation is a broader term that encompasses various methods and approaches to
assessing a business's worth.

Q: Can a business appraisal help with securing
financing?
A: Yes, a business appraisal can provide lenders with the necessary insights into your
business's value, helping to facilitate loan approvals and investments.
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  business appraisal near me: Business Valuation Z. Christopher Mercer, Travis W. Harms,
2007-09-24 Praise for Business Valuation: An Integrated Theory, 2nd Edition The Second Edition of
Business Valuation: An Integrated Theory manages to present the theoretical analysis of valuation
from the first edition and expand on that discussion by providing additional guidance on
implementing the relevant valuation theories, notably in its expanded discussion of the Quantitative
Marketability Discount Model. —Dr. David Tabak, NERA Economic Consulting Your Essential
Valuations Reference Whether you are an accountant, auditor, financial planner, or attorney,
Business Valuation: An Integrated Theory, 2nd Edition enables you to understand and correctly
apply fundamental valuation concepts. Thoroughly revised and expanded, the Second Edition
demystifies modern valuation theory, bringing together various valuation concepts to reveal a
comprehensive picture of business valuation. With the implementation of new accounting
pronouncements mandating the recognition of numerous assets and liabilities at fair value, it has
become critical for CPAs charged with auditing financial statements to understand valuation
concepts. With thoughtful and balanced treatment of both theory and application, this essential
guide reveals: The GRAPES of Value-Growth, Risk and Reward, Alternative Investments, Present
Value, Expectations, and Sanity The relationship between the Gordon Model and the discounted
cash flow model of valuation The basis for commonly applied, but commonly misunderstood
valuation premiums and discounts A practical perspective on the analysis of potential business
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acquisitions Grounded in the real world of market participants, Business Valuation, 2nd Edition
addresses your need to understand business valuation, providing a means of articulating valuation
concepts to help you negotiate value-enhancing transactions. If you want to get back to valuation
basics, this useful reference will become your guide to defining the various levels of value and
developing a better understanding of business appraisal reports.
  business appraisal near me: Understanding Business Valuation Gary R. Trugman, 2018-01-12
This fifth edition simplifies a technical and complex area of practice with real-world experience and
examples. Expert author Gary Trugman's informal, easy-to-read style, covers all the bases in the
various valuation approaches, methods, and techniques. Author note boxes throughout the
publication draw on Trugman's veteran, practical experience to identify critical points in the
content. Suitable for all experience levels, you will find valuable information that will improve and
fine-tune your everyday activities.
  business appraisal near me: The Lawyer's Business Valuation Handbook Shannon P. Pratt,
2000 This is a practical guide that will help lawyers and judges assess the qualifications of a
business appraiser and the reliability of the information presented, and will enable them to work
with valuation issues more efficiently and effectively.
  business appraisal near me: Business Valuation Discounts and Premiums Shannon P. Pratt,
2009-04-08 Business Valuation Discounts and Premiums SECOND EDITION Discounts and
premiums do not just affect the value of a company; they play a crucial role in influencing a host of
other factors and conditions that can make or break a deal. When it comes to business valuations,
it's the business appraiser's responsibility to be intimately knowledgeable with every aspect of
discounts and premiums: the different types, the situations when they may or may not apply, and
how to quantify them. In this newly updated edition of Business Valuation: Discounts and Premiums,
Shannon Pratt one of the nation's most recognized and respected business valuation consultants
brings together the latest collective wisdom and knowledge about all major business discounts and
premiums. Addressing the three basic approaches to conducting a valuation the income approach,
the market approach, and the asset approach Shannon Pratt deftly and logically details the different
discounts or premiums that may be applicable, depending on the basic valuation approach used, and
how the valuation approaches used affect the level. Clearly written and thorough, Business
Valuation: Discounts and Premiums, Second Edition provides business appraisers, accountants,
attorneys, and business owners with an arsenal of information for their professional toolkit that can
be applied to every major evaluation case they might face in any deal. This updated edition features
timely, comprehensive coverage on: Strategic acquisitions Extensive empirical data Pre-IPO
marketability discount studies Merger and acquisition negotiations, empirical evidence from
completed transactions, and positions taken by courts in litigations Strategic acquisition premiums
Studies on minority discounts Detailed, authoritative, and complete in its coverage, Business
Valuation: Discounts and Premiums, Second Edition gets to the core of one of the more complex
challenges faced by business appraisers, and arms readers with the understanding and techniques
needed to successfully meet and exceed their job expectations.
  business appraisal near me: Federal Agricultural Mortgage Corporation United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Banking, Finance, and Urban Affairs. Subcommittee on Policy
Research and Insurance, 1989
  business appraisal near me: Valuation of Physician Practices and Clinics Bruce G. Krider,
1997 One of the major trends in health care is the consolidation of physician practices. To compete
effectively for patients and control costs, physicians are either combining into larger groups or
deciding to sell their practices to hospitals. The Valuation of Physician Practices and Clinics provides
buyers with a basic how to approach to the valuation of physician practices and outlines how sellers
can get the most for their money.
  business appraisal near me: The Market Approach to Valuing Businesses Shannon P. Pratt,
2006-01-03 Your Best Approach to Determining Value If you're buying, selling, or valuing a business,
how can you determine its true value? By basing it on present market conditions and sales of similar



businesses. The market approach is the premier way to determine the value of a business or
partnership. With convincing evidence of value for both buyers and sellers, it can end stalemates
and get deals closed. Acclaimed for its empirical basis and objectivity, this approach is the model
most favored by the IRS and the United States Tax Court-as long as it's properly implemented.
Shannon Pratt's The Market Approach to Valuing Businesses, Second Edition provides a wealth of
proven guidelines and resources for effective market approach implementation. You'll find
information on valuing and its applications, case studies on small and midsize businesses, and a
detailed analysis of the latest market approach developments, as well as: A critique of US
acquisitions over the last twenty-five years An analysis of the effect of size on value Common errors
in applying the market approach Court reactions to the market approach and information to help you
avoid being blindsided by a litigation opponent Must reading for anyone who owns or holds a partial
interest in a small or large business or a professional practice, as well as for CPAs consulting on
valuations, appraisers, corporate development officers, intermediaries, and venture capitalists, The
Market Approach to Valuing Businesses will show you how to successfully reach a fair
agreement-one that will satisfy both buyers and sellers and stand up to scrutiny by courts and the
IRS.
  business appraisal near me: A Reviewer's Handbook to Business Valuation L. Paul Hood, Jr.,
Timothy R. Lee, 2011-03-31 Thorough guidance and detailed analysis of the valuation business
engagement Discussing the practical aspects of business valuation that arise in the context of a tax
valuation, this book provides you with detailed analysis of the valuation business engagement
process. Detailed discussion is included of various cases outlining errors that appraisers have made
in appraisal reports, as well as in-depth discussion of the current appraisal industry issues that are
impacting tax valuations. Examines concepts and topics including level of value, the role of estate
planners in the business valuation process, the use of appraisers in estate planning and litigation,
and the appraiser identification/selection process Provides insight into the nature of the major
appraisal trade associations Offers insights into preventing errors from getting into appraisal
reports This helpful guide provides you with the detailed discussion you need on the various
business valuation standards that have been promulgated by the Appraisal Standards Board as well
as several appraisal trade associations.
  business appraisal near me: Business Valuation Review , 2005
  business appraisal near me: Medical Practice Valuation Appraisal Guidelines and
Workbook Keith C. Borglum, 2006
  business appraisal near me: Buying Your Own Business Russell Robb, 2008-05-01 Buying
your own business is the shortest route to realizing that dream-and often financially safer than
starting from scratch. Buying Your Own Business, 2nd Edition is the essential reference to reaching
your goal. This completely revised and updated guide offers more strategies and tips than ever.
You'll learn how to: Identify business opportunities Plan an acquisition strategy Evaluate target
businesses Negotiate a fair arrangement Close the deal Also included are completely new sections
on how to: Utilize online resources Revitalize a sluggish company Assess a company's strengths and
weaknesses Prepare for tax season with up-to-date changes in tax laws. With more than twenty years
of experience buying and selling businesses, Russell Robb provides the practical step-by-step advice
you need to buy a business-and make it your own! Russell Robb is a twenty-year veteran in the
mergers and acquisitions business, providing investment banking and corporate finance advisory
services to a wide range of middle-market companies. He served as president of the Boston Chapter
of the Association for Corporate Growth (ACG) and as president of the 9,000-member Association for
Corporate Growth International headquartered in Chicago. Robb is the author of Streetwise(r)
Selling Your Business and the first edition of Buying Your Own Business. He is currently the
managing director of Tully & Holland, Inc. He lives in Cambridge, MA.
  business appraisal near me: The Entrepreneur's Toolbox Krysta Gibson, 2007-07-01 The
Entrepreneur's Toolbox is a condensed course in business basics covering everything from setting
up your business and defining your vision to how to market it and what to do when you succeed.



Written especially with the holistically-minded business person in mind, this book touches the heart
and spirit as well as the mind and pocketbook!
  business appraisal near me: The Green Guide For Business Chris Goodall, 2010-09-03
Everyone wants to go green these days, but for businesses that's easier said than done. How do you
measure a company's carbon footprint? Are dryers or hand towels more eco-friendly? Recycled
paper or FSC-certified? And what's the greenest company car? The Green Guide for Business
answers all these questions and hundreds more, enabling businesses and organisations of all sizes to
make eco-savvy decisions. Accessible but authoritative, the book also features scores of case studies
to help readers learn from other people's successes and mistakes. From keeping ahead of
environment legislation to green marketing, The Green Guide for Business is indispensable for every
company with an environmental conscience.
  business appraisal near me: Using the Financial and Business Literature Thomas
Slavens, 2004-03-11 Description
  business appraisal near me: Implementation of Appraisal Reform Sections of FIRREA
United States. Congress. House. Committee on Banking, Finance, and Urban Affairs. Subcommittee
on General Oversight and Investigations, 1993
  business appraisal near me: Cost of Capital Shannon P. Pratt, 2003-02-28 An authoritative
text on cost of capital for both the nonprofessional and the valuation expert -- now revised and
expanded In endeavoring to practice sound corporate finance, there is perhaps nothing so critical,
nor slippery, as cost of capital estimation. The second edition of Cost of Capital: Estimation and
Applications combines a state-of-the-art treatise on cost of capital estimation with an accessible
introduction for the nonprofessional. This comprehensive yet usable guide begins with an exposition
of basic concepts understandable to the lay person and proceeds gradually from simple applications
to the more complex procedures commonly found in the marketplace. New features of the revised
and expanded Second Edition include chapters on Economic Value Added (EVA) and reconciling cost
of capital in the income approach with valuation multiples in the market approach, as well as
expanded coverage of cost of capital in the courts and handling discounts for marketability. Cost of
Capital remains an incomparable resource for all parties interested in effective business valuation.
  business appraisal near me: Drafting Limited Liability Company Operating Agreements John
M. Cunningham, Vernon R. Proctor, 2012-06-21 Aspen Publishers' new Third Edition of Drafting
Limited Liability Company Operating Agreements provides crystal-clear analysis and hands-on
guidance from John M. Cunningham, one of the acknowledged leaders in the field. You'll find
virtually everything you need to negotiate, draft, and fine-tune LLC operating agreements for all
basic types of LLCs--member-managed, manager-managed, single-member, and multi-member--in
any U.S. jurisdiction! Drafting Limited Liability Company Operating Agreements, Third Edition
identifies the 10 main stages of the LLC formation process and gives you detailed, practice-oriented
comments on each. In addition, you'll find valuable red flags spotlighting common pitfalls and risks;
the text of key federal tax materials, including the Check-the-Box Regulations and the IRS's
guidelines on the application of the Self-Employment Tax to LLC members; and the current text of
the Delaware Limited Liability Company Act . Drafting Limited Liability Company Operating
Agreements, Third Edition ensures that you're prepared to handle all legal and tax aspects of the
LLC formation process including fiduciary issues and other critical business organization law issues
facing the managers of multi-member LLCs ; multi-member LLC partnership tax issues; the unique
legal and tax issues confronting owners of single-member LLCs; hidden issues in drafting articles of
organization; and the complex issues of legal ethics when representing two or more clients in
forming multi-member LLCs. To assist in your analysis, you'll find a comprehensive survey of the
rapidly expanding body of federal and state LLC case law-- complete with clear summaries of the
cases and indexes by both state and subject matter. Newly updated and expanded, Drafting Limited
Liability Company Operating Agreements, Third Edition now offers a timely overview of the more
than 1,100 significant LLC cases reported to date, and spotlights those specific cases with which
every LLC practitioner should have detailed familiarity. Drafting Limited Liability Company



Operating Agreements, Third Edition contains comprehensive, authoritative forms for all basic
agreements and contract clauses likely to arise in LLC formations. These forms are designed for use
in all 50 states and are accompanied by line-by-line instructions telling you exactly how and when to
use them.
  business appraisal near me: The American Appraisal News , 1923
  business appraisal near me: Financial Valuation James R. Hitchner, 2017-04-28 A
practically-focused resource for business valuation professionals Financial Valuation: Applications
and Models provides authoritative reference and practical guidance on the appropriate, defensible
way to prepare and present business valuations. With contributions by 30 top experts in the field,
this new fourth edition provides an essential resource for those seeking the most up-to-date
guidance, with a strong emphasis on applications and models. Coverage includes state-of-the-art
methods for the valuation of closely-held businesses, nonpublic entities, intangible, and other assets,
with comprehensive discussion on valuation theory, a consensus view on application, and the tools to
make it happen. Packed with examples, checklists, and models to help you navigate your valuation
project, this book also provides hundreds of expert tips and best practices in clear, easy-to-follow
language. The companion website provides access to extensive appendix materials, and the
perspectives of valuation thought-leaders add critical insight throughout each step of the process.
Valuation is an important part of any organization's overall financial strategy, and seemingly-small
inaccuracies or incomplete assessments can have big repercussions. This book walks you through
the valuation process to give you the skills and understanding you need to get it done right. Learn
best practices from 30 field-leading experts Follow clear examples for complex or unfamiliar
scenarios Access practical tools that streamline the valuation process Understand valuation models
and real-world applications The business valuation process can become very complex very quickly,
and there's no substitute for clear guidance and a delineated framework in the run-up to completion.
Get organized from the beginning, and be systematic and methodical every step of the way.
Financial Valuation: Applications and Models is the all-encompassing, expert guide to business
valuation projects.
  business appraisal near me: Financial Valuation, + Website James R. Hitchner, 2017-05-01 A
practically-focused resource for business valuation professionals Financial Valuation: Applications
and Models provides authoritative reference and practical guidance on the appropriate, defensible
way to prepare and present business valuations. With contributions by 30 top experts in the field,
this new fourth edition provides an essential resource for those seeking the most up-to-date
guidance, with a strong emphasis on applications and models. Coverage includes state-of-the-art
methods for the valuation of closely-held businesses, nonpublic entities, intangible, and other assets,
with comprehensive discussion on valuation theory, a consensus view on application, and the tools to
make it happen. Packed with examples, checklists, and models to help you navigate your valuation
project, this book also provides hundreds of expert tips and best practices in clear, easy-to-follow
language. The companion website provides access to extensive appendix materials, and the
perspectives of valuation thought-leaders add critical insight throughout each step of the process.
Valuation is an important part of any organization's overall financial strategy, and seemingly-small
inaccuracies or incomplete assessments can have big repercussions. This book walks you through
the valuation process to give you the skills and understanding you need to get it done right. Learn
best practices from 30 field-leading experts Follow clear examples for complex or unfamiliar
scenarios Access practical tools that streamline the valuation process Understand valuation models
and real-world applications The business valuation process can become very complex very quickly,
and there's no substitute for clear guidance and a delineated framework in the run-up to completion.
Get organized from the beginning, and be systematic and methodical every step of the way.
Financial Valuation: Applications and Models is the all-encompassing, expert guide to business
valuation projects.
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