
business as usual ds9
business as usual ds9 refers to a pivotal episode in the Star Trek: Deep
Space Nine series that encapsulates the daily operations, challenges, and
interpersonal dynamics of the crew aboard the space station. This episode,
which unfolds amidst the backdrop of the ongoing Dominion War, highlights the
importance of maintaining normalcy in the face of adversity. Throughout this
article, we will explore the themes, character development, and overall
significance of "Business as Usual" within the Star Trek universe. We will
also delve into how the episode reflects broader themes of conflict, duty,
and resilience that resonate with viewers.

Following the introduction, the article will be structured to cover various
aspects of the episode, including its plot synopsis, character arcs, thematic
elements, and its impact on the overall series. This comprehensive overview
will provide an insightful examination of "Business as Usual" and its
relevance in the context of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine.
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Introduction to "Business as Usual"

"Business as Usual" is the 16th episode of the sixth season of Star Trek:
Deep Space Nine, originally aired on April 15, 1998. The episode addresses
the realities of war and the necessity of continuing with daily operations
even during tumultuous times. Set against the backdrop of the Dominion War,
the crew members are faced with moral dilemmas that challenge their
principles and ethics. The episode is notable for how it portrays the
complexities of running a space station under the constant threat of conflict
while also addressing the personal stakes for each character involved.



Plot Synopsis

The episode begins with Quark, the Ferengi bartender and business owner, who
sees an opportunity to profit amid the chaos of war. He becomes embroiled in
a morally questionable deal with the Dominion, which leads him to contemplate
his own ethics and responsibilities. As Quark navigates the murky waters of
wartime commerce, he encounters various challenges that force him to confront
his values and the implications of his decisions.

Meanwhile, Commander Sisko and his crew are focused on their responsibilities
to the Federation and the Bajoran people. The juxtaposition of Quark's
opportunism against Sisko's duty-driven leadership highlights the contrasting
approaches to the war and the consequences of each character's choices. The
episode serves as a microcosm of the larger conflict within the series,
showcasing how personal interests can conflict with broader moral
obligations.

Character Development

In "Business as Usual," character development is a key element that drives
the narrative forward. Quark’s journey in this episode is particularly
significant, as it showcases his evolution from a self-serving businessman to
a character who grapples with the implications of his actions. His
relationship with his brother Rom and the impact of their choices on their
family dynamic adds depth to his character arc.

Quark's Moral Dilemma

Quark's decision to partner with the Dominion raises questions about loyalty
and the price of survival. As he becomes more entangled in the Dominion's
operations, he must confront the ethical implications of his actions. This
internal conflict illustrates the broader theme of moral ambiguity that
pervades the series. Quark, while often portrayed as a comedic figure,
becomes a symbol of the complexities of choice in the face of dire
circumstances.

Sisko's Leadership

Commander Sisko, on the other hand, embodies the principles of leadership and
responsibility. His unwavering commitment to the Federation and his crew
serves as a stark contrast to Quark's opportunism. Sisko’s character is
developed through his interactions with other crew members and his strategic



decisions during the war. His role as a leader is tested as he navigates the
challenges posed by the Dominion and the ethical dilemmas that arise.

Thematic Elements

Thematically, "Business as Usual" explores several profound concepts that
resonate throughout the Star Trek franchise. One of the most prominent themes
is the moral ambiguity of war. The episode challenges viewers to consider the
implications of survival in a conflict-ridden environment and the compromises
that individuals must make in pursuit of their goals.

War and Ethics

The episode raises critical questions about the nature of ethics during
wartime. Characters are forced to make difficult choices that test their
moral compass. Quark’s willingness to engage in shady dealings for profit
highlights the darker side of human nature when faced with existential
threats. This theme is further echoed in Sisko's leadership, as he must
balance his mission with the moral weight of his decisions.

Survival and Opportunism

Another theme explored in this episode is the tension between survival and
opportunism. Quark's character embodies the idea of taking advantage of
circumstances for personal gain. However, as the story unfolds, the
consequences of such choices become evident. This theme serves as a reminder
of the complex interplay between individual ambition and collective
responsibility.

Impact on Star Trek: Deep Space Nine

"Business as Usual" plays a significant role in the overall narrative arc of
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine. The episode not only advances character
development but also deepens the exploration of the series' central themes.
It reinforces the notion that the stakes of war extend beyond the
battlefield, affecting personal relationships and ethical frameworks.

The episode is also notable for its ability to blend humor with serious
themes, a hallmark of Deep Space Nine's storytelling. By integrating Quark’s
antics with the gravity of the war, the episode maintains a balance that
appeals to a wide audience while provoking thought about the moral



complexities faced in times of conflict.

Conclusion

In conclusion, "Business as Usual" stands out as a significant episode within
Star Trek: Deep Space Nine, effectively capturing the essence of wartime
struggles and moral dilemmas. Through the lens of Quark's opportunism and
Sisko's leadership, viewers are presented with a nuanced examination of
ethics in the face of conflict. The themes of survival, opportunism, and the
moral ambiguity of war are woven throughout the narrative, making it a
compelling entry in the series. As Deep Space Nine continues to resonate with
audiences, this episode serves as a poignant reminder of the complexities of
human nature and the choices we make in challenging times.

Q: What are the main themes of "Business as Usual"?
A: The main themes of "Business as Usual" include moral ambiguity during
wartime, the tension between survival and opportunism, and the ethical
dilemmas faced by characters in a conflict-ridden environment.

Q: How does Quark's character evolve in this
episode?
A: In "Business as Usual," Quark evolves from a self-serving businessman to a
character grappling with the moral implications of his decisions, ultimately
reflecting on his values and responsibilities.

Q: What role does Sisko play in the episode?
A: Commander Sisko serves as a leader who embodies principles of duty and
responsibility, contrasting with Quark's opportunism. His character navigates
the complexities of leadership during the Dominion War.

Q: How does the episode reflect the overall
narrative of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine?
A: The episode reflects the overall narrative by highlighting the moral
complexities of war, the impact of individual choices on collective
responsibility, and the blend of humor with serious themes that characterize
the series.



Q: What is the significance of the title "Business
as Usual"?
A: The title "Business as Usual" signifies the ongoing operations and
challenges faced by the crew of Deep Space Nine amidst the backdrop of war,
emphasizing the need for normalcy even in turbulent times.

Q: Are there any comedic elements in "Business as
Usual"?
A: Yes, the episode incorporates comedic elements primarily through Quark's
antics and his dealings, providing a balance between humor and the serious
themes of the storyline.

Q: What does the episode suggest about the nature of
opportunism during conflict?
A: The episode suggests that opportunism can lead to moral compromises,
raising questions about the ethics of survival and the personal costs
associated with making self-serving decisions in times of war.

Q: How does "Business as Usual" impact character
relationships in the series?
A: The episode impacts character relationships by highlighting the tensions
and moral dilemmas faced by individuals, particularly between Quark and his
brother Rom, and how their choices affect their familial bonds.

Q: What elements make "Business as Usual" a standout
episode in the series?
A: The combination of character development, exploration of complex themes,
blending of humor with serious content, and the moral questions posed make
"Business as Usual" a standout episode in the series.
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  business as usual ds9: The Voyages of Star Trek K.M. Heath, A. S. Carlisle, 2020-11-16 Star
Trek emerged alongside mini-skirts, bellbottoms, and VW vans; flourished in the shadow of
Madonna, big hair, and greed; and expanded with computers, Beanie Babies, and religious
revitalization. Star Trek survived the culture shock of 9/11 and experienced a revival in the era of
yoga pants, hybrid cars, and Starbucks. After more than 5 decades, Star Trek is alive and well, still
voyaging through space and time. But, why is that? How has this science fiction franchise managed
to anticipate and adapt to such rapid culture change? In The Voyages of Star Trek: A Mirror on
American Society through Time, authors K. M. Heath and A. S. Carlisle, investigate the enduring
appeal of Star Trek, noting how it has mirrored, foreshadowed, and adapted to contemporary
American culture from 1966 to the present. Through anthropological analysis, the authors examine
the evolution of Star Trek by tying its storylines to events and developments in the U.S., assessing
the extent to which the visual image of Star Trek is reflected on the screen from “snapshots” of
randomly selected episodes and all of the films. By examining how Star Trek addressed
contemporary social issues through a sci-fi lens over time, the authors postulate, Americans can
better understand their own changing culture. If StarTrek can continue to anticipate and adapt to
our rapidly changing world, then it should remain a part of the cultural landscape for another 50
years, truly going where few franchises have gone before.
  business as usual ds9: Terok Nor: Dawn of the Eagles S.D. Perry, 2008-05-20 Before the
Dominion War and the decimation of Cardassia...before the coming of the Emissary and the
discovery of the wormhole...before space station Terok Nor became Deep Space 9™...there was the
Occupation: the military takeover of an alien planet and the violent insurgency that fought against it.
Now that fifty-year tale of warring ideologies, terrorism, greed, secret intelligence, moral
compromises, and embattled faiths is at last given its due in the three-book saga of Star Trek's Lost
Era... TEROK NOR As violence all across Bajor continues to escalate, Cardassian forces tighten their
grip on the captive planet, driving back the resistance at every turn; but on Terok Nor and
elsewhere, the winds of change are stirring -- the beginnings of a hurricane that will alter the
landscape of the Occupation. And while secret dealings, shifting alliances, and personal demons
buoy the wings of revolution, a mysterious shape-shifting life form begins a journey that will decide
the fate of worlds.
  business as usual ds9: The Star Trek Encyclopedia Michael Okuda, Denise Okuda, Debbie
Mirek, 2011-05-17 From 'audet IX to Zytchin III, this book covers it all. This is the ultimate reference
book for all Star Trek fans! Added to this edition are 128 new pages. This addendum highlights the
latest episodes of Star Trek: Deep Space Nine®, Star Trek: Voyager® and the newest feature film,
Star Trek: Insurrection™. The thousands of photos and hundreds of illustrations place the Star Trek
universe at your fingertips. Planets and stars, weapons and ships, people and places are just part of
the meticulous research and countless cross-reference that fill this book.
  business as usual ds9: Star Trek: Deep Space Nine: Worlds of Deep Space Nine #3: The
Dominion and Ferenginar Keith R. A. DeCandido, David R. George III, 2005-02-15 Travel to two of
the most colorful and fascinating civilizations in the Star Trek universe with this collection of two
sweeping and reflective novellas that transport us to the alien planets of Ferenginar and the
Dominion. In Ferenginar, Quark’s profit-driven home planet is rocked by a shocking scandal when
allegations that Quark’s brother’s first wife has threatened to overthrow the Grand Nagus of the
Ferengi Alliance, Rom. To make matters worse, Quark has been recruited by Rom’s political
adversaries to join their coup d’état, with promises that all of Quark’s wildest dreams will come true
if he helps. Quark must decide if the future of Ferenginar is worth his greatest desires or if he is
strong enough to save it himself. In The Dominion, the Great Link—the living totality of the
shape-shifting Founders—has struggled with questions ever since its defeat in the war for the Alpha
Quadrant. At its greatest moment of intense doubt, its fate, and that of the Dominion itself, is tied to
Odo’s investigation of his kind’s true motives for sending a hundred infant changelings out into the
galaxy. As Odo searches for answers and takes a hard look at his past choices, Taran’atar reaches a
turning point in his own quest for clarity—one from which there may be no going back.



  business as usual ds9: Worlds of Deep Space Nine 3 Keith R. A. DeCandido, David R.
George III, 2012-08-07 THE DOMINION: Odo continues his efforts - begun on DS9 - to understand
his shape-shifting people, The Founders, and why they felt driven to conquer the Federation. His
quest leads him unexpectedly to questions about the gods and their creations … and what those
creations do when they believe that those gods have forsaken them. FERENGINAR: Political turmoil
threatens to unseat Rom from the leadership of the Ferengi Alliance. A scandal involving criminal
charges against Rom's former wife uncovers secrets which could not only bring him down but could
undermine all the well-meaning changes his regime has introduced. Worse still, hardcore capitalist
Quark has been enlisted by Rom's political adversaries to join forces with them against him, with
promises of all the wealth and success Quark has ever dreamed of … as long as he helps them to
overthow his brother.
  business as usual ds9: Adventures In Time And Space Mary Taylor (ed), 2012-10-23 From
The Entropy Effect to The Q Continuum, Pocket Books has published hundreds of pulse-pounding,
thought-provoking Star Trek novels in the twenty years since Pocket Books US became the official
Star Trek publisher. To date there have been 87 Original Series novels featuring Captain Kirk, Mr
Spock and their crew; 50 Next Generation novels featuring the Captain Picard and the crew of the
Enterprise-D and -E; 26 set on Captain Sisko's space station Deep Space Nine and 18 following the
adventures of Star Trek's newest crew on the USS Voyager. Plus there've been numerous
unnumbered series novels, five multi-volume crossover series and several movie tie-ins. From this
abundance of riches editor Mary Taylor has compiled the ultimate anthology of gripping writing and
memorable moments, guaranteed to delight all Star Trek fans.
  business as usual ds9: Crosswords John M. Samson, 2004-04 If you know who played
Lieutenant Hawk in Star Trek: First Contact and the name of Picard's first Chief of Security Officer
on the U.S.S. Enterprise, this is the book for you!The third book in this series includes fifty
never-before-published puzzles devoted entirely to Star Trek. Edited by top puzzle master John M.
Samson, these crossword puzzles will challenge your knowledge of the everyday and the obscure
related to every Star Trek series and movie. Grab acup of faktajino, and solve them all.
  business as usual ds9: Star Trek Crosswords John M. Samson, 2004-01-05 If you know how
to say stop in Klingonese and who the tallest Klingon is, this is the book for you!Back again are fifty
never-before-published puzzles devoted entirely to Star Trek. Edited by top puzzle master John M.
Samson, these crossword puzzles will challenge your knowledge of the everyday and the obscure
related to every Star Trek series and movie. Grab a cup of raktajino, and solve them all.
  business as usual ds9: Live Long and Evolve Mohamed A. F. Noor, 2018-09-18 An engaging
journey into the biological principles underpinning a beloved science-fiction franchise In Star Trek,
crew members travel to unusual planets, meet diverse beings, and encounter unique civilizations.
Throughout these remarkable space adventures, does Star Trek reflect biology and evolution as we
know it? What can the science in the science fiction of Star Trek teach us? In Live Long and Evolve,
biologist and die-hard Trekkie Mohamed Noor takes readers on a fun, fact-filled scientific journey.
Noor offers Trekkies, science-fiction fans, and anyone curious about how life works a cosmic
gateway into introductory biology, including the definitions and origins of life, DNA, reproduction,
and evolutionary processes, such as natural selection and genetic drift. For instance, he shows how
the rapid change in a population of nanite robots follows basic principles of natural selection that
apply to species on Earth. He explains how certain creatures depicted in the series are bisexual, not
asexual, and what evolutionary advantage that difference provides. And he considers factors that
affect successful interspecies mating and delves into what keeps species distinct. Noor discusses the
importance of research and how Star Trek has influenced scientists to engage in cutting-edge work.
Giving readers irresistible and entertaining insights, Live Long and Evolve looks at some of the
powerful science behind one of the most popular and longest-running science-fiction series.
  business as usual ds9: Doctor Who: Who-ology Cavan Scott, Mark Wright, 2013-06-07 Test
your knowledge of the last Time Lord and the worlds he’s visited in Who-ology, an unforgettable
journey through over 50 years of Doctor Who. Packed with facts, figures and stories from the show’s



galactic run, this unique tour of space and time takes you from Totters Lane to Heaven itself, taking
in guides to UNIT call signs, details of the inner workings of sonic screwdrivers, and a reliability
chart covering every element of the TARDIS. Now fully updated to cover everything through to the
12th Doctor's final episode, and with tables, charts and illustrations dotted throughout, as well as
fascinating lists and exhaustive detail, you won’t believe the wonders that await.
  business as usual ds9: Quotable Star Trek Jill Sherwin, 2012-10-09 Organised into categories
such as friendship, diplomacy and management, Quotable Star Trek demonstrates the truly universal
appeal of Gene Roddenberry's extraordinary creation. Words of wit, wisdom and compelling insight
applicable to everyday life have been selected from over 500 hours of television episodes and eight
Star Trek motion pictures. For more than thirty years the Star Trek universe has used its much-loved
characters and consistently literate scripts to argue thought-provoking ideas, to tackle moral
dilemmas, to deal with issues of humanity and responsibility, or to come up with intriguing solutions
to seemingly intractable problems. Quotable Star Trek selects over 300 pages of gems which
together encapsulate that unique and inimitable spirit.
  business as usual ds9: Gateways Book Seven: What Lay Beyond Diane Carey, Peter David,
Keith R. A. DeCandido, Christie Golden, Robert Greenberger, Susan Wright, 2002-06-08 Created by
the incalculably ancient Iconians, whose transcendent technology is quantum levels beyond that of
the Federation and its allies, the Gateways offer instantaneous transport across unimaginable
distances. Throughout the known galaxy, from Deep Space Nine™ to the New Frontier, from the
Delta Quadrant to the bridge of the Starship Enterprise™, the sudden reactivation of the Gateways
has destabilized interstellar relations between planets and cultures previously separated by
countless light-years. Starfleet's finest have coped with the crisis as best they can, but
circumstances have forced several valiant commanders to leap through separate Gateways into the
unknown. Captain James T. Kirk of the original Starship Enterprise Captain Jean-Luc Picard of Star
Trek: The Next Generation® Colonel Kira Nerys of Deep Space Nine Captain Kathryn Janeway of the
U.S.S. Voyager™ Captains Calhoun and Shelby of Star Trek : New Frontier Commander Nick Keller
of the U.S.S. Challenger All of these heroes, for their own reasons, have taken the ultimate gamble:
hurling themselves personally through a Gateway without any knowledge or forewarning of what lay
beyond. Each must face their own unique challenge, struggling to find a way back to the ships and
homes they left behind. And waiting behind at least one of the Gateways are the ageless Iconians
themselves, the primordial architects of the mysterious portals causing chaos throughout the Milky
Way galaxy. Where did they disappear to, many long eons ago, and what do they want now? The
answer lies on the other side.... What Lay Beyond brings the Gateways saga to a spectacular finish,
in an all-star collaboration by six popular, bestselling Star Trek authors. Among them, Diane Carey,
Peter David, Keith R.A. Decandido, Christie Golden, Robert Greenberger, and Susan Wright have
written dozens of Star Trek novels. This is their first mega-collaboration.
  business as usual ds9: Deep Space Nine Companion Terry J. Erdmann, Paula M. Block,
2000 Lavishly illustrated with a wealth of rare photos and drawings, this is the first and only fully
authorized, comprehensive companion to seven seasons of the television show TV Guide called the
best acted, written, produced, and altogether finest of the four Trek series.
  business as usual ds9: Beyond the Final Frontier Mark Jones, Lance Parkin, 2003
  business as usual ds9: Voyages of Imagination: The Star Trek Fiction Companion Jeff
Ayers, 2006-12-29 Through four decades, five television series comprising over seven hundred
episodes, ten feature films, and an animated series, fandom's thirst for more Star Trek stories has
been unquenchable. From the earliest short-story adaptations by James Blish in the 1960s, followed
by the first original Star Trek novels during the seventies, and on throughout the eighties, nineties,
and into the twenty-first century, fiction has offered an unparalleled expansion of the rich Star Trek
tapestry. But what is it that makes these books such a powerfully attractive creative outlet to some
and a compelling way to experience the Star Trek mythos anew to others? Voyages of Imagination
takes a look back on the first forty years of professionally published Star Trek fiction, revealing the
personalities and sensibilities of many of the novels' imaginative contributors and offering an



unprecedented glimpse into the creative processes, the growing pains, the risks, the innovations, the
missteps, and the great strides taken in the books. Author Jeff Ayers has immersed himself in nearly
six hundred books and interviewed more than three hundred authors and editors in order to compile
this definitive guide to the history and evolution of an incomparable publishing phenomenon. Fully
illustrated with the covers of every book included herein, Voyages of Imagination is indexed by title
and author, features a comprehensive timeline, and is a must-have for every fan.
  business as usual ds9: Star Trek: Discovery: Succession #4 Mike Johnson, Kirsten Beyer,
2018-08-01 In the Mirror Universe, the heroic characters you thought you knew care only for power
and glory. In this, the final issue of Succession, see Michael Burnham in the fight of her life!
  business as usual ds9: Star Trek: The Next Generation: Terra Incognita #1 Scott Tipton, David
Tipton, 2018-07-18 On the heels of the blockbuster THROUGH THE MIRROR miniseries comes a
brand-new NEXT GENERATION series, featuring untold tales of Captain Jean-Luc Picard and the
crew of the U.S.S. Enterprise-D! Following their clash with their villainous doubles from the Mirror
Universe, the Enterprise crew returns to business as usual, little realizing the serpent in their
midst--one of their own has been replaced! What does Mirror Barclay want, and what's to become of
his Prime-universe counterpart?!
  business as usual ds9: Computer Security Handbook, Set Seymour Bosworth, M. E. Kabay,
Eric Whyne, 2012-07-18 The classic and authoritative reference in the field of computer security,
now completely updated and revised With the continued presence of large-scale computers; the
proliferation of desktop, laptop, and handheld computers; and the vast international networks that
interconnect them, the nature and extent of threats to computer security have grown enormously.
Now in its fifth edition, Computer Security Handbook continues to provide authoritative guidance to
identify and to eliminate these threats where possible, as well as to lessen any losses attributable to
them. With seventy-seven chapters contributed by a panel of renowned industry professionals, the
new edition has increased coverage in both breadth and depth of all ten domains of the Common
Body of Knowledge defined by the International Information Systems Security Certification
Consortium (ISC). Of the seventy-seven chapters in the fifth edition, twenty-five chapters are
completely new, including: 1. Hardware Elements of Security 2. Fundamentals of Cryptography and
Steganography 3. Mathematical models of information security 4. Insider threats 5. Social
engineering and low-tech attacks 6. Spam, phishing, and Trojans: attacks meant to fool 7. Biometric
authentication 8. VPNs and secure remote access 9. Securing Peer2Peer, IM, SMS, and
collaboration tools 10. U.S. legal and regulatory security issues, such as GLBA and SOX Whether you
are in charge of many computers or just one important one, there are immediate steps you can take
to safeguard your computer system and its contents. Computer Security Handbook, Fifth Edition
equips you to protect the information and networks that are vital to your organization.
  business as usual ds9: Myth-Building in Modern Media A.J. Black, 2020-07-06 Mythology
for centuries has served as humanity's window into understanding its distant past. In our modern
world, storytelling creates its own myths and legends, in media ranging from the world of television
and cinema to literature and comic books, that help us make sense of the world we live in today.
What is the Mytharc? How did it arise? How does it inform modern long-form storytelling? How does
the classical hero's journey intersect with modern myths and narratives? And where might the
storytelling of tomorrow take readers and viewers as we imagine our future? From The X-Files to
H.P. Lovecraft, from Lost to the Marvel cinematic universe and many worlds beyond, this study
explores our modern storytelling mythology and where it may lead us.
  business as usual ds9: Star Trek - Deep Space Nine Andrew J. Robinson, 2011-06-01 Fast
ein Jahrzehnt lang hat sich Garak nur nach einer Sache gesehnt - nach Hause zurückzukehren. Im
Exil auf einer Raumstation, umgeben von Fremden die ihn verabscheuen und ihm misstrauen, war
die Rückkehr nach Cardassia Garaks einziger Traum. Nun endlich ist er zu Hause. Doch dieses
Zuhause ist eine Landschaft voller Tod und Zerstörung. Verzweiflung und Staub sind stete Begleiter,
und ein Glas sauberes Wasser und ein warmer Schlafplatz sind wahrer Luxus. Ironischerweise ist es
ein Brief von einem der Fremden auf jener Raumstation, Dr. Julian Bashir, der Garak dazu inspiriert,



die Struktur seines Lebens zu betrachten. Elim Garak war ein Schüler, ein Gärtner, ein Spion, ein
Exilant, ein Schneider, selbst ein Befreier. Es ist ein Leben, das durch die Zwänge der
cardassianischen Gesellschaft gezeichnet wurde; mit wenig Verständnis für die Person und sogar
noch weniger Mitgefühl. Doch es ist der Schneider, der versteht, wer Elim Garak war und was er
sein könnte. Es ist der Schneider, der das zerstörte Gewebe Cardassias sieht und der weiß, wie man
diese verwüstete Gesellschaft wieder zusammenführen kann. Das ist seltsam, denn ein Schneider ist
das Einzige, was Garak niemals sein wollte. Doch es ist der Schneider, den sowohl Cardassia als
auch Elim Garak brauchen. Es ist der Schneider, der die einzelnen Teile wieder zusammenfügen und
einen Stich zur rechten Zeit machen kann.
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