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best small business servers are crucial for the efficient operation of modern enterprises.
As small businesses grow, they often require reliable, secure, and scalable server solutions
to manage their data, applications, and communications effectively. This article will explore
the top small business servers available today, outlining their features, benefits, and the
unique needs they satisfy. We will also discuss key considerations when selecting a server,
along with a look at the different types of servers suitable for small businesses. By
understanding the landscape of small business servers, you can make informed decisions
that will drive your business forward.
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Introduction to Small Business Servers

Small business servers are designed to handle the specific needs of smaller organizations.
Unlike larger enterprises, small businesses often require solutions that are not only cost-
effective but also easy to manage and maintain. A server serves as the backbone of your IT
infrastructure, allowing for data storage, application support, and centralized management
of resources. The best small business servers come equipped with the essential features
that cater to the unique demands of small businesses, such as scalability, security, and
ease of use.

With the rise of remote work and cloud computing, small businesses have more options
than ever for their server solutions. However, selecting the right server can be daunting.
This article will guide you through the various factors to consider, the types of servers
available, and the best options on the market for 2023.

Factors to Consider When Choosing a Server

When selecting the best small business servers, several critical factors must be taken into
account to ensure the chosen solution meets your business needs adequately.



Scalability

Scalability refers to the server's ability to grow with your business. As your organization
expands, you should be able to add more resources without needing to replace the entire
server. Look for servers that offer modular designs or the ability to upgrade components
such as RAM, storage, and processing power.

Performance

The performance of a server is vital for ensuring smooth operations. Consider factors such
as processor speed, the number of cores, and RAM capacity. A powerful server can handle
multiple tasks simultaneously and support various applications, which is essential for
productivity.

Security Features

Data security is a top priority for any business. The best small business servers should
come equipped with robust security measures, including firewalls, encryption, and backup
solutions. Assess the server's ability to protect sensitive information against threats and
breaches.

Cost

Budget is always a consideration for small businesses. Evaluate the total cost of ownership,
including initial purchase price, maintenance, and operational costs. While it may be
tempting to choose the cheapest option, investing in a quality server can save money in the
long run by reducing downtime and improving efficiency.

Types of Servers for Small Businesses

Understanding the different types of servers available can help you choose the right one for
your business. Here are the most common types of servers suitable for small businesses:

File Servers

File servers are designed to store and manage files, allowing employees to share and
access data easily. They are an excellent option for businesses that rely heavily on
document sharing and collaboration.

Application Servers

Application servers host software applications and provide services to client devices. They
are essential for businesses utilizing specific software solutions that require centralized
management.

Database Servers

Database servers store and manage databases, allowing for efficient data retrieval and



manipulation. They are crucial for businesses that rely on data-driven decision-making.

Virtual Servers

Virtual servers allow multiple operating systems to run on a single physical server. They
offer flexibility, efficient resource usage, and cost savings, making them suitable for small
businesses looking to maximize their IT infrastructure.

Top Small Business Servers in 2023

With various options on the market, here are some of the best small business servers for
2023, known for their reliability, performance, and features:

1. HPE ProlLiant MicroServer GenlO Plus
This compact server is perfect for small businesses, offering excellent performance
with Intel Xeon processors, ample storage options, and easy management tools.

2. Dell PowerEdge T40
An affordable and powerful tower server, the Dell PowerEdge T40 is ideal for file
sharing, application hosting, and data backup, featuring a robust Intel processor and a
user-friendly setup.

3. Lenovo ThinkSystem ST50
The ST50 is a versatile entry-level server that supports various workloads. It offers
easy scalability and is designed for businesses looking to expand their IT
infrastructure cost-effectively.

4. Synology DiskStation DS220+
This network-attached storage (NAS) system is perfect for small businesses needing a
reliable file server. It features excellent data protection options and is easy to set up
and manage.

5. QNAP TS-451+
Another great NAS option, the QNAP TS-451+ combines performance with a user-
friendly interface. It supports various applications and is ideal for businesses that
require high-performance data access.

Benefits of Investing in a Good Server

Investing in the best small business servers can yield numerous advantages for your
organization. Here are some of the key benefits:

* Improved Performance: A reliable server enhances overall system performance,
ensuring that applications run smoothly and efficiently.

* Enhanced Security: Servers equipped with advanced security features help protect



sensitive data from external threats, ensuring compliance with regulations.

 Data Management: Centralized data storage simplifies data management, making it
easier to back up and recover vital information.

e Collaboration: Servers facilitate better collaboration among team members by
allowing easy file sharing and access to shared applications.

» Scalability: A good server can easily adapt to your business's growing needs,
ensuring that you do not outgrow your IT infrastructure.

Conclusion

Choosing the best small business servers is a critical decision that can significantly impact
your organization's efficiency and security. By considering factors such as scalability,
performance, and security features, you can make an informed choice that aligns with your
business goals. The market offers a variety of server types, each tailored to meet specific
needs, from file storage to application hosting. The investment in a reliable server will not
only enhance your operational capabilities but also provide a strong foundation for future
growth. As technology continues to evolve, staying updated on the latest server options will
ensure your business remains competitive and agile.

Q: What are the best small business servers for 2023?

A: The best small business servers for 2023 include the HPE ProLiant MicroServer Gen10
Plus, Dell PowerEdge T40, Lenovo ThinkSystem ST50, Synology DiskStation DS220+, and
QNAP TS-451+. These servers are known for their performance, reliability, and features that
cater to small business needs.

Q: How do | choose the right server for my small
business?

A: To choose the right server for your small business, consider factors such as scalability,
performance, security features, and your budget. Assess your specific needs, such as file
sharing, application hosting, or database management, and select a server that meets
those requirements.

Q: What is the importance of server security for small
businesses?

A: Server security is crucial for small businesses as it protects sensitive data from cyber
threats, ensuring compliance with regulations and maintaining customer trust. A secure
server helps safeguard against data breaches, ransomware attacks, and unauthorized



acCcess.

Q: Can small businesses benefit from cloud servers?

A: Yes, small businesses can benefit from cloud servers as they offer flexibility, scalability,
and reduced hardware costs. Cloud servers allow businesses to access resources remotely,
making them ideal for remote work and collaboration.

Q: How often should | upgrade my small business
server?

A: The frequency of server upgrades depends on various factors, including performance
requirements, technological advancements, and business growth. Generally, servers should
be evaluated every 3-5 years to determine if an upgrade is necessary to meet current
demands.

Q: What are the advantages of using a NAS for small
businesses?

A: Network Attached Storage (NAS) systems offer several advantages for small businesses,
including centralized file storage, easy access for multiple users, data redundancy, and
backup solutions. They are user-friendly and cost-effective for file management.

Q: What should I consider when setting up a server for
my small business?

A: When setting up a server for your small business, consider the server's purpose, network
infrastructure, security measures, backup solutions, and user access levels. Proper planning
will ensure a smooth setup and optimal performance.

Q: Is it better to buy a physical server or use a cloud-
based solution?

A: The decision between a physical server and a cloud-based solution depends on your
business's specific needs. Physical servers offer control and security but require
maintenance, while cloud solutions offer flexibility and scalability with lower upfront costs.

Q: What maintenance is required for small business
servers?

A: Regular maintenance for small business servers includes software updates, hardware



checks, security audits, data backups, and monitoring performance. Routine maintenance
helps ensure the server operates efficiently and securely.
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best small business servers: How to Cheat at Managing Windows Small Business Server 2003
Susan Snedaker, 2004-09-23 How to Cheat at Managing Windows Small Business Server 2003 deals
only with the vital, and will be a huge relief to the hundreds of thousands of managers who probably
never imagined they would be managing the operating system equivalent of the Space Shuttle. - The
80/20 Rule applied to managing a Windows Small Business Server 2003 network. Concise coverage,
with ready-to-use solutions, of the most commonly encountered W2K3 Server tasks and problems. -
Written for the non-MCSE, with little technical training, who is responsible for running a small to
medium sized network. - Microsoft has announced it will no longer support Windows NT 4 products,
effective Dec. 31, 2004. Millions of small businesses that did not upgrade to Windows Server 2000
will choose to upgrade directly to Windows Server 2003, and this will be a timely book.

best small business servers: Pro Windows Small Business Server 2003 Tony Campbell,
2006-12-15 Microsofts Windows Small Business Server has taken the market by storm, offering a
compelling solution for business with 50 or fewer employees. Pro Windows Small Business Server
2003 is a complete guide for intermediate-to-advanced administrators who have deployed the Small
Business Server, gotten it working for their organizations, and want to take the product and its
features to the next level. This book is your solid reference to SBS 2003, and you'll gain great insight
to IT security. Inside this book, you'll find everything you need to know about managing SBS 2003 on
a daily basis. Author Tony Campbell walks through all the aspects of installing and running the
products in the suite. Specific topics include Windows Server 2003 R2, Windows SharePoint
Services, Exchange Server 2003, Microsoft Office Outlook 2003, Microsoft Shared Fax Service,
Routing and Remote Access, as well as coverage of the Premium Edition, and even a chapter on
troubleshooting. A requirements gathering and mapping exercise will teach you how to best plan a
small businesss IT system.

best small business servers: Windows Small Business Server 2011 Administrator's Pocket
Consultant Craig Zacker, 2011-07-15 Portable and precise, this pocket-sized guide delivers ready
answers for administering Windows Small Business Server 2011 Standard. Zero in on core support
and maintenance tasks using quick-reference tables, instructions, and lists. You'll get the focused
information you need to solve problems and get the job done—whether at your desk or in the field.
Get fast facts to: Install Windows Small Business Server 2011 on-premise Use Active Directory to
manage computers and users Handle core administrative tasks with the console Use permissions to
control access to network resources Manage your data storage resources Administer email with
Microsoft Exchange Server 2010 Monitor the performance of your servers and workstations Build an
intranet with Microsoft SharePoint 2010 Migrate an existing network

best small business servers: Windows Small Business Server 2008 Unleashed Eriq Oliver
Neale, et al, 2008-12-03 Windows Small Business Server 2008 provides all the tools small companies
need to improve collaboration, enhance productivity, and manage and secure all their information.
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In this book, a team of leading SBS experts brings together the in-depth knowledge and real-world
insights you need to make the most of this state-of-the-art product. Microsoft Most Valuable
Professionals Eriq Neale and his colleagues cover every facet of planning, deploying, and managing
SBS 2008. The authors begin by showing how to install and configure SBS 2008 for maximum
efficiency, performance, and ease of administration. You’ll learn how to securely utilize SBS 2008’s
comprehensive Internet, file, and print services; simplify and automate both server and workstation
management; and take full advantage of both SharePoint collaboration and Exchange
communication tools. This book is packed with expert tips, tricks, and troubleshooting techniques
drawn from the authors’ unsurpassed experience helping companies succeed with SBS. Whether
you're a full-time IT professional or a power user who’s managing SBS in your spare time, it will be
your most valuable resource. Detailed information on how to... Plan, install, configure, and
customize SBS 2008 in any environment Set up and manage SBS 2008-based networks, Web access,
and collaboration—including SharePoint Services 3.0 Leverage Remote Web Workplace and other
advanced remote access solutions Manage email and other communications with SBS 2008’s built-in
Microsoft Exchange Server 2007 Centrally control Windows Vista, Windows XP, and other clients
Seamlessly integrate Macintosh computers into your Windows network Protect your servers and
workstations against both internal and external threats Prepare backups and disaster recovery plans
you can actually use in an emergency Streamline and automate administration using Microsoft
PowerShell

best small business servers: Building Profitable Solutions with Microsoft BackOffice
Small Business Server 4.5 Joshua Feinberg, 1999-08 Microsoft Press features the only
comprehensive, solutions-based resource for both small business network service providers and
their customers, with information on installing and administering BackOffice 4.5. CD offers
templates for project-management and proposal-building tasks, HTML code and scripts, Microsoft
Exchange Server, and Microsoft Small Business Server console.

best small business servers: Windows Small Business Server 2008 Administrator's
Pocket Consultant Craig Zacker, 2009-04-01 Portable and precise, this pocket-sized guide delivers
ready answers for administering Windows Small Business Server 2008. Zero in on core support
tasks and tools using quick-reference tables, instructions, and lists. You'll get the focused
information you need to solve problems and get the job done—whether at your desk or in the field.
Get fast facts to: Plan, install, and configure a small business network Navigate the Windows SBS
Console tool Create and administer user and group accounts Manage automatic updates, disk
storage, and shared printers Configure mail settings and customize internal Web sites Boost security
with authentication, authorization, and permissions Develop a backup and restoration strategy
Monitor performance using alerts, notifications, and reports Expand the network by adding a server
and accessing remote computers

best small business servers: Windows Small Business Server 2011 Administrator's Companion
Charlie Russel, Sharon Crawford, 2011-05-15 Your comprehensive, one-volume guide to planning,
deployment, and administration. Get the critical information you need to build and manage a
network with Windows Small Business Server 2011. This essential, single-volume reference delivers
detailed guidance to the features, capabilities, and components offered in both the Standard and
Premium Editions. Gain the real-world insights, workarounds, and troubleshooting tactics you need
for on-the-job results. Discover how to: Plan network infrastructure by evaluating your
organization’s business needs Build a fault-tolerant and cost-effective network Use virtualization
with Hyper-V virtualization to install and manage your network efficiently Migrate an existing
network from Small Business Server 2003 or later Manage file storage, and configure disks for data
integrity and redundancy Configure email and SMTP with Microsoft Exchange Server 2010 Organize
and centralize security administration through Group Policy preferences Set up remote access
through the web portal or with a VPN Tune your system to its optimum performance level

best small business servers: Using Microsoft Windows Small Business Server 2003
Jonathan Hassell, 2006-11-01 This is the fundamental, definitive reference to Microsoft Small



Business Server 2003. And it is relevant for all audiences: for beginners just embracing the notion of
computerizing their small businesses, to IT consultants specializing in SBS implementation and
deployment. The book focuses on pragmatic solutions, not drawn-out theoretical discussions. And
author Jonathan Hassell is a recognized authority on Windows network administration, who smartly
approaches the product objectively, without evangelizing. The chapters will steer you through
installation, configuration, exploration, and support.

best small business servers: Running Microsoft BackOffice Small Business Server Sharon
Crawford, Charlie Russel, 1998 This comprehensive, one-volume handbook has answers for everyone
setting up a network based on Microsoft BackOffice Small Business Server. This book simplifies the
process of setting up a network--from installing to configuring to connecting an Internet service
provider.

best small business servers: Mastering Microsoft Windows Small Business Server 2008
Steven Johnson, 2010-02-12 A complete, winning approach to the number one small business
solution Do you have 75 or fewer users or devices on your small-business network? Find out how to
integrate everything you need for your mini-enterprise with Microsoft's new Windows Server 2008
Small Business Server, a custom collection of server and management technologies designed to help
small operations run smoothly without a giant IT department. This comprehensive guide shows you
how to master all SBS components as well as handle integration with other Microsoft technologies.
Focuses on Windows Server 2008 Small Business Server, an integrated server solution for small
business, and part of the new Windows Essential Server Solutions Covers the essentials of SBS
deployment and setup, as well as integration with Windows Server 2008, Microsoft SQL Server
2008, Microsoft Exchange Server 2007, Windows SharePoint Services 3.0, Windows Update Services
3.0, Web Server technologies, and Windows Live OneCare for Server Walks you step-by-step through
instructions and practical applications and provides plenty of real-world examples to reinforce
concepts Get the very most out of Windows Server 2008 SBS with this comprehensive guide.

best small business servers: The Best Damn Firewall Book Period Syngress, 2003-10-16
This book is essential reading for anyone wanting to protect Internet-connected computers from
unauthorized access. Coverage includes TCP/IP, setting up firewalls, testing and maintaining
firewalls, and much more. All of the major important firewall products are covered including
Microsoft Internet Security and Acceleration Server (ISA), ISS BlackICE, Symantec Firewall, Check
Point NG, and PIX Firewall. Firewall configuration strategies and techniques are covered in depth.
The book answers questions about firewalls, from How do I make Web/HTTP work through my
firewall? To What is a DMZ, and why do I want one? And What are some common attacks, and how
can I protect my system against them? The Internet's explosive growth over the last decade has
forced IT professionals to work even harder to secure the private networks connected to it—from
erecting firewalls that keep out malicious intruders to building virtual private networks (VPNs) that
permit protected, fully encrypted communications over the Internet's vulnerable public
infrastructure. The Best Damn Firewalls Book Period covers the most popular Firewall products,
from Cisco's PIX Firewall to Microsoft's ISA Server to CheckPoint NG, and all the components of an
effective firewall set up. Anything needed to protect the perimeter of a network can be found in this
book. - This book is all encompassing, covering general Firewall issues and protocols, as well as
specific products. - Anyone studying for a security specific certification, such as SANS' GIAC
Certified Firewall Analyst (GCFW) will find this book an invaluable resource. - The only book to
cover all major firewall products from A to Z: CheckPoint, ISA Server, Symatec, BlackICE, PIX
Firewall and Nokia.

best small business servers: The Best Damn Server Virtualization Book Period Rogier
Dittner, David Rule, 2011-04-18 Server Sprawl and escalating IT costs have managers and system
administrators scrambling to find ways to cut costs and reduce Total Cost of Ownership of their
physical infrastructure. Combining software applications onto a single server, even if those
applications are from the same software vendor, can be dangerous and problems hard to
troubleshoot. Virtualization allows you to consolidate many servers onto a single physical server



reducing hardware, electrical, cooling, and administrative costs. These virtual servers run
completely independent of each other so if one crashes the other are not affected. Planning and
implementing a server consolidation is a complex process. This book details the requirements for
such a project, includes sample forms and templates, and delivers several physical to virtual
migration strategies which will save both time and costs. Readers of this book will easily be able to
plan and deploy VMware, Microsoft Virtual Server, and Xen. - Create a virtual network to exchange
information or provide a service to other virtual machines or computers - Use virtualization to
support removable media such as CD or DVD optical disks - Reduce server costs, administration
overhead, and complexity

best small business servers: PC Mag , 1998-02-10 PCMag.com is a leading authority on
technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and services. Our
expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions and get more
from technology.

best small business servers: Using Windows Server Essentials 2012 Jim Clark, 2013-01-31
Using Windows Server 2012 Essentials - Step by Step is our comprehensive guide to Microsoft's
ideal first server platform. Written specifically for home and small business owners new to servers,
or those migrating from Microsoft's Windows Home Server, Using Windows Server 2012 Essentials
provides easy to follow steps for installing, configuring and extending Windows Server 2012
Essentials - at home or at the office! Fully illustrated with hundreds of colour screenshots, this 586
page eBook is designed to provide a friendly deep dive into the features and workings of Microsoft's
server platform - no IT degree required! Author and Microsoft Most Valuable Professional Jim Clark
walks you through first steps with your server - from the computer hardware you'll need to host
Windows Server 2012 Essentials, through installing the software, configuring user accounts and
security settings, connecting client PCs, mobile devices and Apple Macs. We take a look at backing
up and restoring your vital data, sharing files and folders across multiple users and devices,
accessing the server remotely via the web or VPN, streaming music, video and photos and a whole
lot more. The eBook wraps up with a high level guide to additional software you could consider
installing to extend the Windows Server 2012 platform as well as an introduction to advanced server
management tools and features. Whether you're considering the use of a server at home or for your
small business, thinking of moving from a Network Attached Storage device or back-up hard drive to
a more powerful option, or simply whether you just want to find out more, Using Windows Server
2012 Essentials - Step by Step has been written to answer all of your questions - by non-IT geeks, for
non-IT geeks!

best small business servers: Microsoft BackOffice Small Business Server 4.5 Resource
Kit Microsoft Corporation, 1998-10 Timely expertise delivered straight from the source--the
BackOffice Small Business Server product group. This exhaustive reference includes tools to deploy,
troubleshoot, and optimize BackOffice installations on the CD-ROM.

best small business servers: PC Mag , 2008-02 PCMag.com is a leading authority on
technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and services. Our
expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions and get more
from technology.

best small business servers: Commerce Business Daily, 2001

best small business servers: PC Mag , 2007-06-05 PCMag.com is a leading authority on
technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and services. Our
expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions and get more
from technology.

best small business servers: MCTS Microsoft Office SharePoint Server 2007 Configuration
Study Guide James Pyles, 2011-01-11 Qualified SharePoint administrators are in demand, and what
better way to show your expertise in this growing field than with Microsoft's new MCTS: Microsoft
Office SharePoint Server 2007, Configuration certification. Inside, find everything you need to
prepare for exam 70-630, including full coverage of exam topics—such as configuring content



management, managing business intelligence, and more—as well as challenging review questions,
real-world scenarios, practical exercises, and a CD with advanced testing software. For Instructors:
Teaching supplements are available for this title.

best small business servers: Network World , 1998-08-24 For more than 20 years, Network
World has been the premier provider of information, intelligence and insight for network and IT
executives responsible for the digital nervous systems of large organizations. Readers are
responsible for designing, implementing and managing the voice, data and video systems their
companies use to support everything from business critical applications to employee collaboration
and electronic commerce.
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