
best small business printer and scanner
best small business printer and scanner solutions are essential tools for any small
business looking to enhance productivity and streamline operations. In today’s fast-paced
business environment, the ability to print documents, scan important files, and manage
paperwork efficiently can significantly impact your success. Choosing the right printer and
scanner combination can save time, reduce costs, and improve document management.
This article will delve into the features to consider when selecting the best small business
printer and scanner, recommend top models, and provide insights on optimizing your
printing and scanning processes.
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Understanding the Needs of Small Businesses

Small businesses often operate with limited resources, which makes it crucial to choose
equipment that provides maximum efficiency and functionality. The best small business
printer and scanner must cater to the unique demands of a busy office environment. Key
considerations include the frequency of use, the type of documents being printed and
scanned, and the volume of output required. Understanding these needs will help in
selecting the right device that balances cost with performance.

Additionally, small businesses may require flexibility in their printing and scanning
capabilities. For instance, they may need to print marketing materials, invoices, contracts,
and other documents, while also needing to scan receipts, contracts, and documents for
digital storage. Therefore, a multifunctional printer that combines both printing and
scanning capabilities can be a valuable asset.

Key Features to Consider

When searching for the best small business printer and scanner, several key features
should be evaluated to ensure the device meets your operational needs effectively. These
features include print speed, print quality, scanning capabilities, connectivity options, and



overall cost of ownership.

Print Speed and Quality

Print speed is measured in pages per minute (PPM), which indicates how quickly a printer
can produce documents. For small businesses that require high-volume printing, look for
models that offer at least 20 PPM. Print quality, measured in dots per inch (DPI), is also
essential, especially for businesses that print marketing materials. A printer that provides at
least 600 DPI will typically produce sharp and clear text and images.

Scanning Capabilities

For scanning, consider the resolution and speed of the scanner. A scanner with at least 300
DPI is ideal for documents, while 600 DPI or higher is preferable for images. Additionally,
features like duplex scanning (the ability to scan both sides of a document in one pass) can
improve efficiency. Look for scanners that support various file formats, such as PDF and
JPEG, for added flexibility.

Connectivity Options

In today’s digital age, connectivity is crucial. Ensure the printer and scanner support
multiple connectivity options such as USB, Wi-Fi, and Ethernet. Wireless printing and
scanning capabilities allow for easy access from multiple devices, enhancing productivity in
a small office setting.

Cost of Ownership

The overall cost of ownership includes not just the initial purchase price but also the cost of
consumables like ink or toner, paper, and maintenance. Look for printers that offer cost-
effective cartridges and a good page yield to ensure that ongoing expenses remain
manageable.

Top Recommendations for Small Business
Printers and Scanners

Based on the criteria outlined above, several models stand out as the best small business
printer and scanner options. Here are some top recommendations:



HP OfficeJet Pro 9015e
This all-in-one inkjet printer offers fast printing speeds up to 22 PPM, high-quality
prints at 4800 DPI, and excellent scanning features, including automatic duplexing. It
also supports mobile printing via the HP Smart app, making it a versatile choice for
small businesses.

Canon imageCLASS MF445dw
This monochrome laser printer is ideal for businesses that predominantly print black
and white documents. It boasts a print speed of 40 PPM, excellent print quality, and
efficient scanning capabilities, including duplex scanning. Its robust security features
also make it suitable for sensitive documents.

Epson EcoTank ET-4760
The EcoTank series stands out due to its cost-saving design with refillable ink tanks.
This model offers a high page yield, reducing the need for frequent ink replacements.
It provides fast printing speeds of 15 PPM and versatile scanning options, making it a
great investment for budget-conscious businesses.

Brother MFC-L3770CDW
This color laser printer is designed for small to medium-sized offices. It features fast
printing at 25 PPM, high-quality color prints, and a robust scanning feature set.
Additionally, it supports various connectivity options, including NFC and mobile
printing.

Tips for Maintaining Your Printer and Scanner

Maintaining your printer and scanner is crucial for ensuring longevity and optimal
performance. Regular maintenance can prevent common issues and enhance efficiency.
Here are some tips to keep your devices in top shape:

Regular Cleaning
Dust and debris can accumulate in printers and scanners, leading to print quality
issues. Regularly clean the exterior and interior components as per the
manufacturer’s instructions.

Update Drivers
Ensure that your printer and scanner drivers are up to date. This can enhance
compatibility with your devices and improve performance.



Use Quality Supplies
Always use high-quality paper and manufacturer-recommended ink or toner. This
helps prevent jams and ensures the best print quality.

Monitor Usage
Keep track of your printing and scanning volumes to anticipate maintenance needs
and consumable replacements.

Conclusion

Investing in the best small business printer and scanner is essential for enhancing efficiency
and productivity in your operations. By understanding your specific needs, evaluating key
features, and considering top models, you can make an informed decision that aligns with
your business goals. Regular maintenance and proper usage will further ensure that your
devices serve you well for years to come, allowing you to focus on what truly
matters—growing your business.

Q: What is the best small business printer and scanner
for high-volume printing?
A: The Canon imageCLASS MF445dw is an excellent choice for high-volume printing,
offering a print speed of 40 PPM and robust scanning capabilities.

Q: How can I reduce printing costs in my small
business?
A: To reduce printing costs, consider using printers with high-yield cartridges, implement
duplex printing, and regularly maintain your devices to prevent issues.

Q: Are inkjet or laser printers better for small
businesses?
A: The choice between inkjet and laser printers depends on your specific needs. Inkjet
printers are typically better for color printing, while laser printers excel in high-volume,
black-and-white printing.



Q: What features should I look for in a multifunction
printer?
A: When choosing a multifunction printer, look for features like fast print speeds, high print
quality, automatic duplexing, and versatile scanning options.

Q: How often should I perform maintenance on my
printer and scanner?
A: Regular maintenance should be performed monthly, including cleaning and updating
drivers. More frequent checks may be needed if you use the devices heavily.

Q: Can I print from my smartphone to my small
business printer?
A: Yes, many modern printers offer mobile printing capabilities, allowing you to print
directly from your smartphone or tablet using dedicated apps or wireless connections.

Q: What is the average lifespan of a small business
printer?
A: The average lifespan of a small business printer is typically between 3 to 5 years,
depending on usage, maintenance, and the quality of the device.

Q: Do I need a separate scanner if I have a
multifunction printer?
A: Generally, a multifunction printer includes scanning capabilities, so a separate scanner
may not be necessary unless you require specialized scanning features.

Q: How can I improve the print quality of my small
business printer?
A: To improve print quality, ensure you are using the correct paper type, regularly clean the
print heads, and replace low-quality ink or toner cartridges with high-quality ones.

Q: What is duplex printing, and why is it important?
A: Duplex printing refers to the ability to print on both sides of a sheet of paper, saving
paper and reducing printing costs, making it an important feature for small businesses.
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