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best small business access points are crucial for ensuring seamless connectivity and
reliable internet access in today’s digital-driven environment. For small businesses,
selecting the right access points can significantly enhance network performance, improve
employee productivity, and elevate customer experiences. In this article, we will explore
the top access points suitable for small businesses, highlight essential features to consider,
and provide insights into installation and management. By understanding the nuances of
access points, small business owners can make informed decisions that align with their
operational needs and budget.
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Understanding Access Points

Access points (APs) are networking devices that allow wireless devices to connect to a
wired network using Wi-Fi. They play a pivotal role in extending network coverage and
facilitating connectivity in small business environments. While routers allow internet
access, access points provide the means for devices to connect to that network wirelessly,
which is essential for mobile devices, laptops, and tablets commonly used in workplaces
today.

Access points can be standalone devices or integrated into a router. For small businesses,
investing in dedicated access points can result in better performance, increased coverage,
and improved security. Understanding how access points function and their benefits can
help small business owners select the right equipment for their needs.

Top Access Points for Small Businesses

When choosing the best small business access points, several models stand out due to their
performance, features, and reliability. Below are some of the most recommended access
points currently available:



e Ubiquiti UniFi AP AC Lite: Known for its affordability and performance, this access
point offers dual-band connectivity and can support a large number of simultaneous
users.

e TP-Link EAP245: This model is great for businesses looking for easy management
and scalability, featuring a robust design suitable for high-density environments.

e Cisco Meraki MR36: A cloud-managed access point that provides advanced security
features and analytics, making it ideal for tech-savvy small businesses.

e Aruba Instant On AP11: Designed for small businesses, this access point offers high
performance at an affordable price point with easy setup options.

* NETGEAR WAC104: A budget-friendly choice that provides excellent coverage and is
ideal for small offices with multiple devices connected.

Each of these access points brings unique advantages, making them suitable for different
types of small business environments. Evaluating the specific needs of the business, such
as the size of the area to be covered and the number of devices that will connect, is crucial
in selecting the right access point.

Key Features to Consider

When evaluating which access point to choose for a small business, several key features
should be considered to ensure optimal performance and reliability. Understanding these
features can aid in making an informed decision.

1. Coverage Area

The coverage area of an access point is crucial, especially in larger environments. Access
points with a wider range can eliminate dead zones and provide consistent connectivity
throughout the workplace. Consider the square footage and layout of your space when
selecting an access point.

2. Number of Concurrent Users

Different access points support varying numbers of simultaneous connections. Small
businesses should assess the number of devices that will be connected at peak times to
choose an access point that can handle the load without compromising performance.



3. Security Features

Security is a paramount concern for any business. Look for access points that offer robust
encryption, guest network capabilities, and advanced security features to protect sensitive
data and maintain a secure network environment.

4. Management and Scalability

Consider how easy it is to manage the access point. Some models offer cloud management,
which allows for remote monitoring and control. Scalability is also important; as your
business grows, your network needs may change, and a scalable solution allows for easy
upgrades.

5. Dual-Band vs. Tri-Band

Dual-band access points operate on both the 2.4GHz and 5GHz bands, while tri-band access
points add an additional 5GHz band for better performance. Tri-band access points can
better manage high-traffic environments, making them a solid choice for businesses with
many devices.

Installation and Management Tips

Proper installation and ongoing management of access points are critical to maximizing
their effectiveness. Here are some tips to ensure a smooth setup and management process:

1. Optimal Placement

When installing access points, placement is key. Position them centrally in the area to be
covered, ideally elevated, to reduce interference from walls and furniture. Conduct a site
survey to identify the best locations for installation.

2. Regular Firmware Updates

Keeping the firmware of your access points up-to-date is essential for security and
performance. Regular updates can provide new features and fix vulnerabilities, ensuring
your network remains secure and efficient.



3. Monitor Network Performance

Utilize network monitoring tools to keep an eye on performance metrics and user
connections. This data can help you identify any issues before they become significant
problems and allow for adjustments as needed.

4. Implement a Guest Network

For businesses that serve customers on-site, implementing a separate guest network can
enhance security. This keeps guest traffic isolated from the main business network,
protecting sensitive information and resources.

Conclusion

Investing in the best small business access points is a critical decision that can significantly
influence a company's operational efficiency and connectivity. By understanding the
various models available, assessing key features, and implementing effective installation
and management practices, small business owners can create a reliable and secure
network environment. As technology continues to evolve, keeping abreast of advancements
in access points will ensure that businesses maintain a competitive edge and provide
excellent service to their customers.

Q: What are access points and how do they work?

A: Access points are networking devices that allow wireless devices to connect to a wired
network. They function by receiving and transmitting data between the wired network and
wireless devices, enabling internet access and communication within a network.

Q: How do | choose the right access point for my small
business?

A: When choosing an access point, consider factors such as coverage area, the number of
concurrent users, security features, management capabilities, and whether you need dual-
band or tri-band functionality.

Q: Can | use a regular router as an access point?

A: Yes, many routers can be configured to function as access points. However, dedicated
access points often provide better performance and scalability for business environments.



Q: How many access points do | need for my business?

A: The number of access points required depends on the size of your area, the layout, and
the number of devices that will be connected. Conducting a site survey can help determine
the appropriate number.

Q: What security features should | look for in an access
point?

A: Look for features such as WPA3 encryption, guest network options, and remote
management capabilities to ensure your network remains secure against unauthorized
access.

Q: How often should | update the firmware of my access
points?

A: It is advisable to check for firmware updates regularly, ideally every few months, or
whenever a new version is released, to enhance security and performance.

Q: What is the difference between dual-band and tri-
band access points?

A: Dual-band access points operate on both 2.4GHz and 5GHz frequencies, while tri-band
access points include an additional 5GHz band. Tri-band access points can better handle
high traffic and multiple devices.

Q: Do | need a professional for access point
installation?

A: While installation can be done by someone with basic technical skills, hiring a
professional can ensure optimal placement and configuration, especially in larger or more
complex environments.

Q: What is a guest network, and why is it important?

A: A guest network is a separate network for visitors and guests to access the internet
without accessing the main business network. It is important for maintaining security and
protecting sensitive business information.



Q: How can | monitor the performance of my access
points?

A: Many access points include built-in monitoring tools or can be managed through cloud-
based solutions, allowing you to track performance metrics, user connections, and potential
issues.
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best small business access points: Techno Security's Guide to Managing Risks for IT
Managers, Auditors, and Investigators Johnny Long, Jack Wiles, Russ Rogers, Phil Drake, Ron J.
Green, Greg Kipper, Raymond Todd Blackwood, Amber Schroader, 2011-04-18 This book contains
some of the most up-to-date information available anywhere on a wide variety of topics related to
Techno Security. As you read the book, you will notice that the authors took the approach of
identifying some of the risks, threats, and vulnerabilities and then discussing the countermeasures
to address them. Some of the topics and thoughts discussed here are as new as tomorrow's
headlines, whereas others have been around for decades without being properly addressed. I hope
you enjoy this book as much as we have enjoyed working with the various authors and friends during
its development. —Donald Withers, CEO and Cofounder of TheTrainingCo.*Jack Wiles, on Social
Engineering offers up a potpourri of tips, tricks, vulnerabilities, and lessons learned from 30-plus
years of experience in the worlds of both physical and technical security.*Russ Rogers on the Basics
of Penetration Testing illustrates the standard methodology for penetration testing: information
gathering, network enumeration, vulnerability identification, vulnerability exploitation, privilege
escalation, expansion of reach, future access, and information compromise. *Johnny Long on No
Tech Hacking shows how to hack without touching a computer using tailgating, lock bumping,
shoulder surfing, and dumpster diving.*Phil Drake on Personal, Workforce, and Family Preparedness
covers the basics of creating a plan for you and your family, identifying and obtaining the supplies
you will need in an emergency.*Kevin O'Shea on Seizure of Digital Information discusses collecting
hardware and information from the scene.*Amber Schroader on Cell Phone Forensics writes on new
methods and guidelines for digital forensics.*Dennis O'Brien on RFID: An Introduction, Security
Issues, and Concerns discusses how this well-intended technology has been eroded and used for
fringe implementations.*Ron Green on Open Source Intelligence details how a good Open Source
Intelligence program can help you create leverage in negotiations, enable smart decisions regarding
the selection of goods and services, and help avoid pitfalls and hazards. *Raymond Blackwood on
Wireless Awareness: Increasing the Sophistication of Wireless Users maintains it is the
technologist's responsibility to educate, communicate, and support users despite their lack of
interest in understanding how it works.*Greg Kipper on What is Steganography? provides a solid
understanding of the basics of steganography, what it can and can't do, and arms you with the
information you need to set your career path.*Eric Cole on Insider Threat discusses why the insider
threat is worse than the external threat and the effects of insider threats on a company. -
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Internationally known experts in information security share their wisdom - Free pass to Techno
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best small business access points: Nomination of David H. Safavian United States.
Congress. Senate. Committee on Governmental Affairs, 2004

best small business access points: CompTIA A+ Practice Questions Exam Cram Core 1
(220-1001) and Core 2 (220-1002) Dave Prowse, 2019-09-11 This is the eBook version of the print
title. The eBook edition does not provide access to the test engine and practice test that
accompanies the print book. CompTIA A+ Practice Questions Exam Cram Core 1 (220-1001) and
Core 2 (220-1002) complements any A+ study plan with 480 practice test questions—all supported
by complete explanations of every answer. This book's highly realistic questions cover every area of
knowledge for both new A+ exams: 220-1001 and 220-1002. From Pearson IT Certification, a leader
in IT Certification learning and a CompTIA Authorized Platinum Partner, this valuable resource:
Covers the critical information you'll need to know to score higher on your A+ 220-1001 and
220-1002 exams! Features 480 questions presented as three full, realistic practice exams for each
A+ certification test: both 220-1001 and 220-1002 Includes a detailed answer explanation for every
question Addresses all objectives for the 220-1001 and 220-1002 A+ exams, so you can easily assess
your knowledge of every topic Coverage includes: Core 1 220-1001: Mobile devices, networking,
hardware, virtualization and cloud computing, and hardware and network troubleshooting Core 2
220-1002: Operating systems, security, software troubleshooting, and operational procedures

best small business access points: PC Mag , 2002-11-19 PCMag.com is a leading authority
on technology, delivering Labs-based, independent reviews of the latest products and services. Our
expert industry analysis and practical solutions help you make better buying decisions and get more
from technology.

best small business access points: The Vest Pocket Guide to Information Technology Jae K.
Shim, Joel G. Siegel, 2005-10-27 The only IT guide you need You're busy-very busy. You need
reliable, practical answers to yourIT questions, and you need them now. The Vest Pocket Guide
toInformation Technology, Second Edition is a handy pocketproblem-solver designed to provide you
with the quickest route to asolution. Practical, reader-friendly, and thoroughly illustrated,this
updated handbook provides complete guidance for the complex,ever-changing world of IT to help
you quickly pinpoint what youneed to look for, what to watch out for, what to do, and how to doit.
Written by two all-time bestselling accounting and finance authors,Jae Shim and Joel Siegel, this
thoroughly updated Second Editionincludes tables, forms, checklists, questionnaires, practical
tips,and sample reports to help you avoid and resolve any and all ITdilemmas. A must-read for
business professionals, financialmanagers and consultants, production and operation
managers,accountants, COOs, CFOs, and CEOs, this handy guide helpsyou: * Select the best
hardware for particular applicationneedsStrategically use IT systems * Use the best software in
planning and control * Select Sarbanes-Oxley compliance software * Prevent fraud through
computerized security * Effectively apply Management Information Systems (MIS) * Use online
databases to make business decisions * Use a decision support system (DSS) and an executive
informationsystem (EIS) to improve the quality of analysis, evaluation, anddecision making *
Understand emerging trends and developments in informationtechnology * Harness marketing
information systems to improve sales planning,sales forecasting, market research, and advertising *
Evaluate and manage an IT project Your professional success depends on keeping abreast of the
latestthinking and applications in information technology. The VestPocket Guide to Information
Technology, Second Edition gives youall the information you need to make optimum decisions now
and planahead for later.

best small business access points: CompTIA A+ 220-801 and 220-802 David L. Prowse,
2013 CompTIA A+ 220-801 and 220-802 Practice Questions Exam Cram, Fifth Edition complements
any A+ study plan with 700 practice test questions in the book and on the CD--all supported by
complete explanations of every answer. This package's highly realistic questions cover every area of
knowledge for both new A+ exams: 220-801 and 220-802. Limited Time Offer: Buy CompTIA A+



220-801 and 220-802 Practice Questions Exam Cram and receive a 10% off discount code for the
CompTIA A+ 220-801 and 220-802 exams. To receive your 10% off discount code: Register your
product at pearsonlTcertification.com/register Follow the instructions Go to your Account page and
click on Access Bonus Content Master Your Knowledge of the A+ Exam! Features 700 questions,
organized to reflect the newest objectives for the A+ exams, so you can easily assess your
knowledge of every topic. Each question includes a detailed answer explanation. Provides complete
coverage of all objectives for the 220-801 and 220-802 A+ exams. CD Features 700 Practice
Questions! 700 questions from this book are included on the CD, giving you yet another effective
tool to assess your readiness for the A+ exam. Test engine features multiple test modes, questions
that simulate actual A+ exams, and detailed answer explanations, among other features. David L.
Prowse is an author, a computer network specialist, and a technical trainer. Over the past several
years he has authored several titles for Pearson Education, including the well-received CompTIA A+
Exam Cram and CompTIA Security+ Cert Guide. As a consultant, he installs and secures the latest in
computer and networking technology. Over the past decade he has also taught CompTIA A+,
Network+, and Security+ certification courses, both in the classroom and via the Internet. He runs
the website www.davidlprowse.com, where he gladly answers questions from students and readers.

best small business access points: CompTIA A+ 220-901 and 220-902 Practice Questions
Exam Cram Dave Prowse, 2016-06-27 CompTIA A+ 220-901 and 220-902 exams retired in 2019.
Search the store to find CompTIA A+ Core 1 (220-1001) and Core 2 (220-1002) books, eBooks, and
video courses. CompTIA A+ 220-901 and 220-902 Practice Questions Exam Cram CompTIA A+
220-901 and 220-902 Practice Questions Exam Cram complements any A+ study plan with 640
practice test questions in the book and on the companion site-all supported by complete
explanations of every answer. This package’s highly realistic questions cover every area of
knowledge for both new A+ exams: 220-901 and 220-902. Covers the critical information you'll need
to know to score higher on your A+ 220-901 and 220-902 exams! - Features 640 questions,
organized to reflect the newest objectives for the A+ exams, so you can easily assess your
knowledge of every topic. - Each question includes a detailed answer explanation. - Provides
complete coverage of all objectives for the 220-901 and 220-902 A+ exams. COMPANION WEBSITE
- Test engine features more than 600 questions from this book in multiple test modes, among other
features - Includes 10 real-world scenarios with supporting simulations and videos

best small business access points: Handbook of Information Security, Information Warfare,
Social, Legal, and International Issues and Security Foundations Hossein Bidgoli, 2006-03-10 The
Handbook of Information Security is a definitive 3-volume handbook that offers coverage of both
established and cutting-edge theories and developments on information and computer security. The
text contains 180 articles from over 200 leading experts, providing the benchmark resource for
information security, network security, information privacy, and information warfare.

best small business access points: Switching, Routing, and Wireless Essentials
Companion Guide (CCNAv7) Cisco Networking Academy, 2020-07-13 Switching, Routing, and
Wireless Essentials Companion Guide (CCNAv7) is the official supplemental textbook for the
Switching, Routing, and Wireless Essentials course in the Cisco Networking Academy CCNA
curriculum. This course describes the architecture, components, and operations of routers and
switches in a small network. The Companion Guide is designed as a portable desk reference to use
anytime, anywhere to reinforce the material from the course and organize your time. The book's
features help you focus on important concepts to succeed in this course: * Chapter objectives:
Review core concepts by answering the focus questions listed at the beginning of each chapter. *
Key terms: Refer to the lists of networking vocabulary introduced and highlighted in context in each
chapter. * Glossary: Consult the comprehensive Glossary with more than 300 terms. * Summary of
Activities and Labs: Maximize your study time with this complete list of all associated practice
exercises at the end of each chapter. * Check Your Understanding: Evaluate your readiness with the
end-of-chapter questions that match the style of questions you see in the online course quizzes. The
answer key explains each answer. How To: Look for this icon to study the steps you need to learn to



perform certain tasks. Interactive Activities: Reinforce your understanding of topics with dozens of
exercises from the online course identified throughout the book with this icon. Videos: Watch the
videos embedded within the online course. Packet Tracer Activities: Explore and visualize
networking concepts using Packet Tracer exercises interspersed throughout the chapters and
provided in the accompanying Labs & Study Guide book. Hands-on Labs: Work through all the
course labs and additional Class Activities that are included in the course and published in the
separate Labs & Study Guide. This book is offered exclusively for students enrolled in Cisco
Networking Academy courses. It is not designed for independent study or professional certification
preparation. Visit netacad.com to learn more about program options and requirements. Related
titles: CCNA 200-301 Portable Command Guide Book: 9780135937822 eBook: 9780135937709 31
Days Before Your CCNA Exam Book: 9780135964088 eBook: 9780135964231 CCNA 200-301 Official
Cert Guide, Volume 1 Book: 9780135792735 Premium Edition: 9780135792728 CCNA 200-301
Official Cert Guide, Volume 2 Book: 9781587147135 Premium Edition: 9780135262719

best small business access points: Federal Register , 2013-11

best small business access points: The Book of Wireless, 2nd Edition John Ross, 2008
Discusses the process of setting up and using a home or office wireless network, covering topics
such as point-to-point networking, sniffer tools, and security.

best small business access points: HWM , 2003-07 Singapore's leading tech magazine gives
its readers the power to decide with its informative articles and in-depth reviews.

best small business access points: Turning the Tortoise Into the Hare United States.
Congress. House. Committee on Government Reform. Subcommittee on Technology and
Procurement Policy, 2003

best small business access points: Zoom Certified Professional Certification Prep Guide
: 350 Questions & Answers CloudRoar Consulting Services, 2025-08-15 Prepare for the Zoom
Certified Professional exam with 350 questions and answers covering meeting management, Zoom
Rooms, webinars, security, integrations, and best practices. Each question provides detailed
explanations and practical examples to ensure exam readiness. Ideal for IT administrators and
communication specialists. #Zoom #CertifiedProfessional #MeetingManagement #Webinars
#ZoomRooms #Security #Integrations #BestPractices #ExamPreparation #CareerGrowth
#ProfessionalDevelopment #Collaboration #1TSkills #Communication #ITCertifications

best small business access points: CompTIA A+ Practice Questions Exam Cram Core 1
(220-1101) and Core 2 (220-1102) Dave Prowse, 2022-09-20 Prepare for CompTIA A+ Core 1
(220-1101) and Core 2 (220-1102) exam success with this Practice Question Exam Cram from
Pearson IT Certification, a leader in IT certification. This is the eBook edition of the CompTIA A+
Practice Questions Exam Cram Core 1 (220-1101) and Core 2 (220-1102). This eBook does not
include access to the Pearson Test Prep practice exams that comes with the print edition. CompTIA
A+ Core 1 (220-1101) and Core 2 (220-1102) Practice QuestionsExam Cram complements any A+
study plan with 480 practice test questions in the book—all supported by complete explanations of
every answer. These highly realistic questions cover every area of knowledge for both CompTIA A+
exams: 220-1101 and 220-1102. Covers the critical information you'll need to know to score higher
on your A+ 220-1101 and 220-1102 exams Features 480 questions presented as three full, realistic
practice exams for each A+ certification test: A+ 220-1101 and 220-1102 Includes a detailed answer
explanation for every question Addresses all objectives for the + 220-1101 and 220-1102 exams, so
you can easily assess your knowledge of every topic

best small business access points: At Your Best as a Carpenter Juan Carosso, 2018-11-20
The only series of step-by-step guides to succeeding in the skilled trades and achieving the American
dream. At Your Best as a Carpenter is your playbook for learning if a career as a carpenter is right
for you, progressing from pre-apprentice to journeyman to master carpenter, and launching your
own small business. Learn: What does a career as a carpenter look like? Why should you consider
becoming a carpenter? How do you become a successful craftsman as a carpenter? How much can
you make as a carpenter? What are your career options once you become a carpenter? How long




does it take to be successful at each stage in a carpenter’s career? How and where do you find work
as a carpenter? What does it take to strike out on your own? What does it take to launch and build a
successful small business? At Your Best is the only step-by-step handbook to finding if a career in the
trades is right for you, educating yourself and earning the proper certifications, establishing yourself
as an excellent apprentice and journeyman in the industry, and moving on to start your own small
business in the trades. At each step of the way, your At Your Best playbook provides the information,
recommendations, outside resources, and concrete actions needed for taking the next successful
step in You, Inc. Whether you are beginning your first career, changing careers, or ready to move up
and start your own business as a carpenter, plumber, HVAC/R tech, or other tradesman, this is the
book that will tell you how. There are currently over 6.5 million unfilled jobs in the skilled trades in
the US. Despite being well-paying and secure, these jobs remain open because enough qualified
candidates with the skills, attitude, and experience required do not exist. Moreover, plenty of
opportunity exists for established tradespeople to start their own business, but they have no
guidance. The At Your Best Playbooks series changes that.

best small business access points: Network World , 2002-01-28 For more than 20 years,
Network World has been the premier provider of information, intelligence and insight for network
and IT executives responsible for the digital nervous systems of large organizations. Readers are
responsible for designing, implementing and managing the voice, data and video systems their
companies use to support everything from business critical applications to employee collaboration
and electronic commerce.

best small business access points: Computerworld , 2003-04-21 For more than 40 years,
Computerworld has been the leading source of technology news and information for IT influencers
worldwide. Computerworld's award-winning Web site (Computerworld.com), twice-monthly
publication, focused conference series and custom research form the hub of the world's largest
global IT media network.

best small business access points: Network Know-How John Ross, 2009-02-15 Are the
machines in your office living isolated lives? Do you have a few computers at home that you want to
connect to each other and the Internet? The best way to share files on a group of computers is to
create a network. But how do you do that? Network Know-How is your guide to connecting your
machines, filled with practical advice that will show you how to get things done. You'll learn the
nitty-gritty of network setup, design, and maintenance, from running cables and placing wireless
access points to configuring file sharing and printing. This practical and comprehensive guide will
teach you how to implement security, create intranets, and more. You'll learn how to: -Connect
Windows, Macintosh, and Linux computers -Implement network addressing -Configure your
network adapters, hubs, switches, and router -Share music, photos, and documents -Automate
household appliances and stream digital audio and video to your home entertainment center
-Troubleshoot network slowdowns and failures No matter which operating system you use, and even
if you've never installed or run a network before, you’ll get what you need to know in Network
Know-How.
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