
amazon india business

amazon india business has emerged as a significant player in the e-commerce
landscape, revolutionizing the way products are bought and sold in India.
With its vast marketplace, tailored services, and innovative strategies,
Amazon has not only transformed consumer behavior but also provided
substantial opportunities for businesses across the country. This article
delves into the intricacies of the Amazon India business model, its impact on
various sectors, challenges faced, and the future trajectory of e-commerce in
India. We will explore how Amazon has tailored its services to meet the
unique needs of Indian consumers and entrepreneurs, the various business
models it employs, and the role of technology in shaping its operations.

To give you a comprehensive understanding of this topic, we will cover the
following sections:

Overview of Amazon India

Business Models and Revenue Streams

Impact on Indian SMEs and Startups

Challenges and Competition

Future Prospects of Amazon in India

Overview of Amazon India

Amazon India was launched in June 2013, marking the company's entry into one
of the world's largest and fastest-growing e-commerce markets. The platform
has since expanded its offerings to include a wide range of products, from
electronics and fashion to groceries and digital content. With a commitment
to customer satisfaction, Amazon India has positioned itself as a trusted
marketplace for millions of consumers across the country.

One of the defining features of Amazon India is its localization strategy,
which includes various initiatives aimed at catering to the diverse Indian
market. This includes offering services in multiple languages, tailoring
product selections to regional preferences, and providing customized payment
options suitable for local consumers. Additionally, Amazon has invested
heavily in logistics and infrastructure, establishing fulfillment centers in
key locations to ensure swift and efficient delivery services.

Business Models and Revenue Streams

Amazon India operates through several business models that contribute to its
revenue streams. The primary models include:



1. Marketplace Model

The marketplace model allows third-party sellers to list their products on
the Amazon platform. This model has proven to be highly effective in India,
as it provides sellers with access to Amazon's vast customer base without the
need for significant investment in infrastructure. Sellers benefit from
Amazon's marketing tools, customer service, and logistics support.

2. Amazon Prime

Amazon Prime is a subscription-based service that offers members exclusive
benefits, including free shipping, access to streaming services, and special
deals. The popularity of Amazon Prime in India has significantly contributed
to customer loyalty and increased purchase frequency.

3. Amazon Web Services (AWS)

AWS is a cloud computing platform that provides businesses with scalable IT
resources. In India, AWS is gaining traction as more companies transition to
digital operations, creating a lucrative revenue stream for Amazon beyond its
e-commerce operations.

4. Advertising Services

Amazon has also ventured into the advertising space by offering promotional
tools for sellers. This includes sponsored product ads and display ads,
allowing sellers to increase visibility and drive sales. The advertising
model has seen rapid growth in India, reflecting a shift in how businesses
approach marketing.

Marketplace Model

Amazon Prime

Amazon Web Services (AWS)

Advertising Services

Impact on Indian SMEs and Startups

Amazon India's entry into the market has had a profound impact on small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) and startups. By providing a platform to reach
millions of customers, Amazon has empowered these businesses to scale their
operations.



Many SMEs have leveraged Amazon's marketplace to enhance their visibility and
sales, while startups have found a reliable partner in Amazon for growth. The
ability to utilize Amazon's logistics, customer service, and marketing tools
has created a more level playing field for smaller businesses.

1. Access to a Wider Audience

One of the key advantages for SMEs is the access to a vast audience that
Amazon offers. This exposure allows businesses to expand their reach beyond
local markets, tapping into national and even international customers.

2. Infrastructure Support

Amazon provides the necessary infrastructure for order fulfillment, which is
especially beneficial for startups that may not have the resources to manage
logistics independently. This support allows businesses to focus on product
development and customer engagement.

3. Financial Opportunities

Many SMEs have reported increased sales and revenue growth after joining
Amazon. The platform's payment solutions and financing options, such as
Amazon Lending, provide additional financial support for businesses looking
to expand.

Challenges and Competition

Despite its successes, Amazon India faces several challenges in its
operations. The e-commerce landscape in India is highly competitive, with
local players and international giants vying for market share. Companies like
Flipkart, Reliance's JioMart, and others create a challenging environment for
Amazon.

1. Regulatory Hurdles

Government regulations around foreign direct investment (FDI) in e-commerce
have posed challenges for Amazon. Compliance with local laws and regulations
can be complex and may limit growth opportunities.

2. Competition from Local Players

Local competitors often have a better understanding of consumer behavior and
preferences. This local knowledge can translate into more effective marketing
strategies and product offerings that appeal to Indian customers.



3. Supply Chain Issues

The logistics and supply chain in India can be unpredictable, especially in
rural areas. Amazon continually works to enhance its logistics network;
however, challenges remain in ensuring timely delivery across diverse
geographical locations.

Future Prospects of Amazon in India

The future of Amazon India appears promising, with several growth
opportunities on the horizon. As digital penetration increases and more
consumers turn to online shopping, Amazon is well-positioned to capitalize on
these trends.

1. Expansion into Tier II and III Cities

Amazon has been focusing on expanding its reach into tier II and III cities,
where the potential for customer acquisition is substantial. Tailoring
services to meet the needs of these markets will be critical for sustained
growth.

2. Enhanced Technology Integration

The integration of advanced technologies such as artificial intelligence (AI)
and machine learning (ML) will play a crucial role in optimizing the shopping
experience. Amazon is likely to invest in these technologies to enhance
personalization, inventory management, and customer service.

3. Sustainability Initiatives

With growing awareness around environmental issues, Amazon's commitment to
sustainability will likely become a focal point. Initiatives aimed at
reducing carbon footprints and promoting eco-friendly products can enhance
brand loyalty among environmentally conscious consumers.

As Amazon continues to innovate and adapt to the Indian market, its role in
shaping the future of e-commerce in India will only grow, presenting new
opportunities for consumers and businesses alike.

Q: How has Amazon India influenced consumer behavior?

A: Amazon India has influenced consumer behavior by popularizing online
shopping, offering convenience, and providing a vast selection of products.
The platform's focus on customer experience, competitive pricing, and fast
delivery has shifted consumer preferences towards e-commerce.



Q: What are the key challenges Amazon faces in India?

A: Key challenges for Amazon in India include regulatory hurdles, intense
competition from local e-commerce players, and logistical issues in rural
areas. Additionally, adapting to local consumer preferences and maintaining
compliance with government policies poses ongoing challenges.

Q: What role does Amazon Prime play in Amazon India's
strategy?

A: Amazon Prime is a critical component of Amazon India's strategy as it
enhances customer loyalty, increases purchase frequency, and drives
subscription revenue. The exclusive benefits offered through Prime encourage
consumers to choose Amazon over competitors.

Q: How do SMEs benefit from selling on Amazon India?

A: SMEs benefit from selling on Amazon India by gaining access to a large
customer base, utilizing Amazon's logistical support, and leveraging
marketing tools to enhance visibility. This partnership allows SMEs to scale
their operations without heavy investment in infrastructure.

Q: What are the future growth opportunities for
Amazon in India?

A: Future growth opportunities for Amazon in India include expanding into
tier II and III cities, investing in technology for improved customer
experience, and implementing sustainability initiatives to resonate with eco-
conscious consumers.

Q: How does Amazon's marketplace model work in India?

A: Amazon's marketplace model allows third-party sellers to list their
products on the Amazon platform. Sellers benefit from Amazon's customer base,
marketing tools, and fulfillment services, while Amazon earns a commission on
sales made through the platform.

Q: What is the significance of Amazon Web Services
(AWS) in India?

A: AWS is significant in India as it provides scalable cloud computing
solutions to businesses, facilitating their digital transformation. The
growing adoption of digital technologies among Indian companies has made AWS
a crucial revenue stream for Amazon.

Q: How has Amazon adapted its services for Indian



consumers?

A: Amazon has adapted its services for Indian consumers by offering multi-
language support, localized product selections, and tailored payment options.
This customization helps meet the diverse needs of the Indian market.

Q: What impact does Amazon have on the overall Indian
economy?

A: Amazon has a positive impact on the Indian economy by creating jobs,
supporting SMEs, and contributing to the growth of the digital marketplace.
Its investments in logistics and technology also foster innovation and
economic development.
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  amazon india business: Indian Business Case Studies Volume I Sandeep Pachpande, Asha
Pachpande, J. A. Kulkarni, 2022 This volumes has multidisciplinary Indian case studies from
different areas of managment like finance, human resource management, marketing, and strategic
operations management.
  amazon india business: Indian Business Case Studies Volume VI S B Mathur, Sudhakar
Bokephode, D D Balsaraf, 2022-06-16 It has been decades since many business schools outside India
adopted the case study methodology for teaching almost all branches of management studies. This
trend has been seen in India, too, where top management institutes have implemented the case
study-based methodology as an important pedagogical tool in business education. The major issue in
India, however, is a severe shortage of Indian case studies through which business schools can
provide industry insights to students. This volume fills that gap. It has twenty Indian cases related to
different aspects of business management. The cases cover some of the prominent disciplines of
management like marketing, finance, human resource management, strategy management,
operations management, accounting, and mergers and acquisitions. These cases best serve the
purpose of adoption of 'case methodology' in classroom teaching or online lecture sessions for the
faculty and students of business management.
  amazon india business: Business Case Studies with Management lessons -Volume 1 Dr.
Sanjeevni Gangwani, 2025-05-12 This book is very useful for teaching any management course
through case studies .Cases are written in a very simple language so that all students at the
graduate level, post-graduate level can understand its application. Case studies are very important
to be taken for teaching management in any type of course as it immerses students in real-world
scenarios, fostering critical thinking, problem-solving, and decision-making skills, while also
bridging the gap between theory and practice. Case studies present complex, real-life situations or
problems that managers have faced, allowing students to analyze, discuss, and propose solutions.
They encourage active participation and engagement, moving beyond passive learning by placing
students in the role of decision-makers. The emphasis is on the analytical process and the reasoning
behind decisions, rather than solely on finding a correct answer. Case studies can encompass
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various management disciplines, allowing for a holistic understanding of organizational challenges.
They are a form of problem-based learning, where students learn by grappling with real-world
problems. There are various benefits of using case studies in teaching management courses: Case
studies enhance critical thinking, analytical abilities, communication skills, and interpersonal skills.
Students practice making decisions under pressure, weighing different options, and understanding
the consequences of their choices. They bridge the gap between theory and practice, allowing
students to apply their knowledge to real-world scenarios. The real-world nature of case studies
makes learning more engaging and relevant for students. Case studies encourage open discussion
and debate, fostering a collaborative learning environment. Successfully navigating complex case
studies can build students' confidence in their abilities as future managers. This book consists of
diverse case studies related to various sectors. It also includes the case objective, overview of
company, summary and conclusion and questions for discussion. I hope management faculty in all
types of business school worldwide will find this comprehensive book on business case studies very
helpful for class room teaching, group discussions and even for giving assignment to students for
internal assessment. I wish you all a happy learning process and I hope all my efforts in compiling
varied cases will contribute for better management learning and student engagement.
  amazon india business: Services Marketing Cases in Emerging Markets Sanjit Kumar
Roy, Dilip S. Mutum, Bang Nguyen, 2016-09-08 This casebook provides students and academics in
business management and marketing with a collection of case studies on services marketing and
service operations in emerging economies. It explores current issues and practices in Asia, across
different areas, countries, commercial and non-commercial sectors. This book is important and
timely in providing a framework for instructors, researchers, and students to understand the service
dynamics occurring in these countries. It serves as an invaluable resource for marketing and
business management students requiring insights into the operationalization of services across
different geographical areas in Asia. Students will find it interesting to compare and contrast
different markets covering important aspects related to services.
  amazon india business: Branded Startup Business Guider & Motivator : A Complete
Guide to Motivation, Branding & Digital Startup Success - Powered by Sm Ecom Express
Mr. Sandeep Kumar Singh, 2025-09-03
  amazon india business: Research Anthology on E-Commerce Adoption, Models, and
Applications for Modern Business Management Association, Information Resources, 2021-04-16 In
the next few years, it is expected that most businesses will have transitioned to the use of electronic
commerce technologies, namely e-commerce. This acceleration in the acceptance of e-commerce not
only changes the face of business and retail, but also has introduced new, adaptive business models.
The experience of consumers in online shopping and the popularity of the digital marketplace have
changed the way businesses must meet the needs of consumers. To stay relevant, businesses must
develop new techniques and strategies to remain competitive in a changing commercial atmosphere.
The way in which e-commerce is being implemented, the business models that have been developed,
and the applications including the benefits and challenges to e-commerce must be discussed to
understand modern business. The Research Anthology on E-Commerce Adoption, Models, and
Applications for Modern Business discusses the best practices, latest strategies, and newest
methods for implementing and using e-commerce in modern businesses. This includes not only a
view of how business models have changed and what business models have emerged, but also
provides a focus on how consumers have changed in terms of their needs, their online behavior, and
their use of e-commerce services. Topics including e-business, e-services, mobile commerce,
usability models, website development, brand management and marketing, and online shopping will
be explored in detail. This book is ideally intended for business managers, e-commerce managers,
marketers, advertisers, brand managers, executives, IT consultants, practitioners, researchers,
academicians, and students interested in how e-commerce is impacting modern business models.
  amazon india business: Emerging Business Trends and Management Practices Himanshu Rai,
Mubashir Majid Baba, Mansi Babbar, 2024-02-20 This book explores the dramatic changes that have



occurred in the business environment due in part to the phenomenal impact on societies and
economies around the globe that resulted from the COVID-19 pandemic. It presents emerging
trends, strategies, management practices, opportunities, and challenges faced by business leaders,
managers, and administrators. The volume touches on myriad issues, including the effects of
lockdowns and restrictions, psychosocial effects of COVID-19 in the workplace, maintaining work-life
balance, entrepreneurship during the pandemic, supply chain management, new communication and
management strategies, consumer behavior, Zoom fatigue, changes in the health insurance industry,
and more. The topics and concepts addressed in on the impact of pandemic will provide insight for
academicians, entrepreneurs, and those in business, marketing, and psychology.
  amazon india business: Industry 4.0 and the Digital Transformation of International
Business Gurinder Singh, Richa Goel, Vikas Garg, 2023-03-01 The book throws light on the ongoing
trends in international business, integration of information technology with global businesses, its
role in value co-creation, resource integration, and service for service exchange. While discussing
the issues of these areas, chapters of this book also delve into prevalent problematic areas which are
closely related like employment, ethical aspects, power creation, and so on. Recognizing the role
digitization and new technologies play in enabling global managers to communicate with outside
world directly via digital channels irrespective of their location (which is especially true in time of
COVID-19), the book takes an emerging economy perspective and throws light on new theories,
perceptions, employment opportunities, and innovative ideas through its content. The book not only
discusses effects of information technology but also the latest emerging technology in global
business like use of artificial intelligence, robotics, machine learning, big data, and their integration
with the global business 4.0. Since emergence of these new technologies requires proper
infrastructural development, the book also throws light on government initiatives and CSR in this
respect. It contains takeaways for both undergraduate and graduate students, researchers and
academicians, industry watchers, practitioners, start-ups, and entrepreneurs
  amazon india business: Economic Transformation and Business Opportunities in Asia Pongsak
Hoontrakul, 2017-08-13 This book examines the uneven economy in Asia, showing how the pace of
economic transformation affects prosperity and the emerging middle class. Using the Lewis turning
point and the long run cycle of the rise and fall of nations as a framework, it demonstrates how
demographic trends, digitization rates and consumer preferences creates business opportunities in a
disruptive and uncertain world. This includes moves toward promoting Eurasian integration,
restructuring of state-owned enterprises, green economy, and the digital economies – ecommerce,
fintech and sharing economy. Vanity capital, longevity and leisure economies are also discussed. The
author explains what drives creative disruption, technical innovation and their effect on
manufacturing, consumers, businesses, and sustainability. It is essential reading for students,
academics, executives, and business persons wanting in-depth coverage of the economic landscape
in Asia.
  amazon india business: AI Industry Summit for Business Transformation 2025 Santosh
Pandey, 2025-07-24 The AI Industry Summit for Business Transformation 2025, organized by Goel
Institute of Higher Studies Mahavidyalaya, Lucknow, is a pioneering academic event dedicated to
exploring the transformative role of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in reshaping business strategies,
organizational models, and managerial practices. This summit serves as a dynamic platform for
management scholars, researchers, and academicians to engage in critical dialogue, share empirical
insights, and present theoretical frameworks that illuminate how AI technologies are revolutionizing
industries across the globe. By bringing together experts from diverse disciplines, the conference
aims to foster interdisciplinary collaboration, stimulate evidence-based research, and generate
actionable knowledge for both academic advancement and practical application. Participants will
gain deep insights into the latest research on AI's impact on strategic decision-making, human
resource development, business innovation, governance, and digital transformation. The conference
will also provide a unique opportunity to build academic networks, exchange best practices, and
contribute to shaping the future of intelligent, responsible, and sustainable business systems. In a



rapidly evolving digital world, this summit stands as a timely initiative to bridge the gap between AI
research and real-world business transformation.
  amazon india business: Business and Economy Current Affairs Yearly Review 2021
E-book Testbook, 2022-01-24 Boost your knowledge about all the important news from Business &
Economy with this Business and Economy Current Affairs Yearly Review 2021 E-book. Check latest
RBI rates, the various projections for GDP, important indices and India's ranking etc.
  amazon india business: Introduction to Information Systems R. Kelly Rainer, Brad Prince,
2022 Introduction to Information Systems, 9th Edition delivers an essential resource for
undergraduate business majors seeking ways to harness information technology systems to succeed
in their current or future jobs. The book assists readers in developing a foundational understanding
of information systems and technology and apply it to common business problems. This International
Adaptation covers applications of the latest technologies with the addition of new cases from
Europe, Middle East, Africa, Australia, and Asia-Pacific countries. It focuses on global business
environment for students to understand the norms of using technology while operating on online
platforms for exploring new avenues in different geographical locations. The book includes real
business scenarios of how latest technologies such as Big Data, Cloud Computing, Blockchain, and
IoT are perceived and adopted across countries. New cases highlight key technology issues faced by
organizations such as designing and implementing IT security policies, dealing with ethical dilemma
of securing customer data, moving IT infrastructure to cloud, and identifying how AI can be used to
improve the efficiency of business operations.
  amazon india business: Business Ethics and The Bhagavad Gita Subba Rao Pulapa, 2020-09-17
The author of this book asserts that an absence of ethical leadership and unethical practices were
the reasons for major global business scandals such as Enron, Satyam, Lehman Brothers, and
WorldCom. This book analyses the causes for these unethical activities and interprets important
verses from The Bhagavad Gita to show business executives and leaders how to lead ethically for the
greater good of all stakeholders and society. As a remedy to avoid future scandals, the author points
to several ethical directions, and the principle of Dharma, mentioned in The Bhagavad Gita by Lord
Krishna, a major deity in Hinduism, who is considered Dharmātman (one who imbibes the Dharma).
Written in conversation style using an executive education scenario, this book examines real world
cases in various sectors like education, medical, non-government organizations (NGOs) and retail
using the directions of the Dharmātman.
  amazon india business: Digital Platforms and the Global South Philippe Bouquillion, Christine
Ithurbide, Tristan Mattelart, 2023-12-01 This book addresses the issues raised by digital platforms in
the Global South, with an emphasis on the cultural stakes involved. It brings together an
interdisciplinary team of researchers – including political economists, socio-economists,
geographers, media sociologists or anthropologists – who each explore these issues through an
insightful case study at a local, national, regional or international scale. While studying the
strategies of some of the main US-based Big Tech platforms or video streaming platforms towards
the Global South, the chapters also consider the often-neglected active role local or regional actors
play in the expansion of those Western digital players, and highlight the existence of a constellation
of local or regional platforms that have emerged in Africa, Asia, Latin America or the Middle East. In
addition to analysing the complex relationships of competition, collaboration or dependence between
these diverse actors, this volume examines the ways in which the rise of these digital platforms has
generated new forms of cultural entrepreneurship and participated in the reconfiguring of the
conditions in which cultural contents are produced and circulated in the Global South. This volume
will appeal to readers interested in the transnationalisation of cultural industries or in the social,
political, economic, cultural and geopolitical dimensions of digital transformations and will be an
important resource for students, teachers and researchers in media, communication, cultural
studies, international relations and area studies programmes. The Open Access version of this book,
available at http://www.taylorfrancis.com, has been made available under a Creative Commons
[Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives (CC-BY-NC-ND)] 4.0 license.



  amazon india business: Global Strategy Sali Li, Noman Shaheer, 2025-01-09 Global Strategy:
A Market Creation Approach is a groundbreaking textbook that redefines the field of global strategy,
shifting the focus from scaling established businesses to creating innovative businesses responding
to international market needs. Authors Sali Li and Noman Shaheer equip future multinational
leaders with the tools and insights needed to succeed in the rapidly evolving world of global
business.
  amazon india business: Financing Entrepreneurship and Innovation in Emerging
Markets Lourdes Casanova, Peter Klaus Cornelius, Soumitra Dutta, 2017-11-17 Financing
Entrepreneurship and Innovation in Emerging Markets offers an original perspective on the links
between macro data on innovation, data on micro-entrepreneurial processes and venture capital
supply. The authors synthesize two disparate fields of research and thinking—innovation and
entrepreneurship and economics—to illuminate how domestic companies compete and the business
environment in which entrepreneurial firms operate. Its broad scope and firm linkages between
processes at different levels leapfrogs research topics. For those investigating entrepreneurship and
innovation in the early stages of economic development, this book demonstrates how micro and
macro foundations of productivity, and hence economic growth and development, are inextricably
intertwined. - Combines macro and micro perspectives on innovation processes - Reveals how
economic growth and development are inextricably intertwined - Uses case studies to portray the
entrepreneurial firm and its role in accelerating the speed of innovation and dissemination of new
technologies - Identifies common flaws undermining public venture programs, including poor design,
a lack of understanding for the entrepreneurial process and implementation problems
  amazon india business: Indian Business @75: Research on Trends and Prospects
Meenakshi Khemka, Tarak Nath Sahu, Sahana Ghosh, 2022-12-03 The management profession is
changing at a fast pace. Technology has enabled today’s managers to reach out to customers
through various channels – both organized and unorganized. Social media and other virtual
platforms are being used intensively to understand customers and explore new horizons. Information
and data have enabled growth for both new and established companies. Technology has
democratised innovation, branding and distribution channels. On the flip side, focus on growth has
led businesses to excessively utilise resources. Climate change is becoming a serious issue in today’s
world. Companies are now adopting green practices in all areas of business practice, from product
development, manufacturing, fuel use to financial reporting. The Covid-19 pandemic has altered
business practices in many ways. Businesses are still on the path of recovery from the two years of
devastating impact. This has also led to the emergence of different business models and new
entrepreneurs. At the end of the day, business is all about people, community and society. It is
important to understand whether Indian businesses have enabled the economy and people to benefit
from business growth. This book includes research papers on different operational areas of
management, including finance, economy, marketing, entrepreneurship, innovation, corporate
governance and Corporate Social Responsibility. The central theme of these research papers is
Indian business.
  amazon india business: International Business Strategy S. Raghunath, Elizabeth L. Rose,
2016-12-10 This volume fills a gap in the international business literature, offering the perspectives
of researchers who are deeply embedded in one key emerging market, India. With the global
economy changing dramatically, firms from emerging markets are playing increasingly important
roles in both outward and inward internationalisation. International Business Strategy offers
profound insights into international business activities in this rapidly-evolving environment, in which
multinational corporations from emerging markets are now influential players. Reflecting the
complex nature of India itself, the chapters employ a variety of theoretical lenses to shed light on a
wide range of issues encountered by Indian businesses, from some of the world’s largest
corporations to small, entrepreneurial firms.
  amazon india business: Harnessing AI, Machine Learning, and IoT for Intelligent Business
Allam Hamdan, Udo Braendle, 2024-11-01 This book is a comprehensive guide that explores the



integration of artificial intelligence (AI), machine learning (ML), and the Internet of Things (IoT) in
the realm of business management and finance. The convergence of AI, ML, and IoT has
revolutionized various industries, and business management and finance are no exceptions. This
book addresses the growing need for understanding the practical implications of these technologies
in the context of financial management. It equips both academics and industry professionals with the
knowledge and tools necessary to navigate the changing landscape and effectively harness these
technologies to gain a competitive edge. This book delves into the transformative potential of these
technologies and provides valuable insights into their application in decision-making, risk
management, financial analysis, and strategic planning. It offers a holistic perspective on how
organizations can leverage AI, ML, and IoT to drive innovation, enhance operational efficiency, and
achieve sustainable growth in the digital age.
  amazon india business: Platform Business Models for Executives R. Srinivasan, 2023-08-21
This book takes a practice approach to studying platform business models. Drawing from the
growing academic literature as well as the practice world, this book intends to provide a framework
for analysing platform business firms. Leveraging on the early literature on network economics (that
was largely analytical) and the popular writing about new organizations, this book takes a strategic
perspective. It answers the five big strategy questions about platform business firms: a. What are
platform business models, and how are they different from others; b. How do platform business firms
operate, and what value do they create? To whom and how; c. What are those resources that
platforms possess and leverage to create and sustain their competitive advantage over others; d.
Why and how are they successful? Why do they perform differently from others? What metrics of
performance should we use to study and analyse their performance; e. Is this business model
sustainable? What determines the longevity of such firms? What are the regulatory and social
challenges that these platform business firms face? How do regulators and the larger society
manage the disproportionate power distribution among such firms?The book is strategic in nature
and highlights the resources defining the strategies of successful platform business firms. In doing
so, it provides a field guide for entrepreneurs and managers embarking on building a platform, by
providing a portfolio of decisions to make. Though the frameworks could be generalized, the book
focuses on platform businesses, rather than societal platforms. With a few extensions, it is possible
that these frameworks could be easily applied to non-profit and or social enterprises as well.
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