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advertising small business online free is a crucial strategy for
entrepreneurs looking to expand their reach without incurring significant
costs. In today's digital age, the ability to promote a small business online
can make the difference between thriving and merely surviving. This article
will explore various methods for advertising small businesses online at no
cost, including social media marketing, search engine optimization (SEO),
content marketing, and leveraging local directories. By utilizing these
strategies, small business owners can effectively enhance their visibility,
attract new customers, and ultimately drive sales without a hefty marketing
budget.
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Understanding the Importance of Online
Advertising

In the contemporary business landscape, online advertising has become an
essential component for small businesses seeking to attract and retain
customers. The internet offers a global platform where businesses can
showcase their products and services to a vast audience. Online advertising
not only enhances visibility but also enables businesses to engage with
potential customers in real-time, fostering relationships that can lead to
sales. Moreover, with the advent of various digital marketing tools and
platforms, small businesses can capitalize on advertising opportunities that
were once available only to larger companies with bigger budgets.

Utilizing free advertising methods significantly lowers the financial risk
for small business owners while allowing them to experiment with various
strategies. The ability to reach targeted audiences through online platforms
makes it an ideal choice for local businesses aiming to increase foot traffic
and online sales. Understanding how to navigate these free advertising
avenues is crucial for maximizing their effectiveness and achieving
sustainable growth.



Effective Free Advertising Strategies

There are numerous strategies available for small businesses to advertise
online without spending money. By leveraging social media, optimizing for
search engines, creating compelling content, and utilizing local directories,
businesses can build a robust online presence. Below are some of the most
effective free advertising strategies:

Social Media Marketing

Search Engine Optimization (SEO)

Content Marketing

Local SEO and Listings

Email Marketing

Social Media Marketing for Small Businesses

Social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn
offer powerful tools for advertising small businesses online free of charge.
These platforms provide businesses with the opportunity to connect directly
with their audience, share valuable content, and promote their products or
services effectively. Here’s how small businesses can utilize social media
for advertising:

Create Engaging Content

Engaging content is the cornerstone of successful social media marketing.
Businesses should focus on creating posts that resonate with their target
audience. This could include informative articles, eye-catching images,
videos, and interactive content such as polls or quizzes. The key is to
foster engagement and interaction, which can lead to increased visibility and
brand loyalty.

Utilize Hashtags and Trends

Using relevant hashtags and participating in trending discussions can
significantly enhance the reach of social media posts. By incorporating
popular hashtags, businesses can tap into existing conversations and attract
new followers who are interested in their niche. Additionally, staying
updated with current trends allows businesses to remain relevant and
participate in broader discussions.



Search Engine Optimization (SEO) Basics

Search engine optimization (SEO) is a critical aspect of advertising small
businesses online free. By optimizing their website and content for search
engines, businesses can improve their visibility in search results, driving
organic traffic without the need for paid ads. Here are a few fundamental SEO
practices:

Keyword Research

Identifying relevant keywords that potential customers are searching for is
essential for effective SEO. Small businesses should use keyword research
tools to find terms that align with their products or services. Incorporating
these keywords into website content, blog posts, and product descriptions can
enhance search visibility.

On-Page SEO

Ensuring that website elements are optimized is crucial for improving search
rankings. This includes using proper title tags, meta descriptions, header
tags, and alt text for images. Additionally, creating high-quality,
informative, and engaging content can lead to higher user engagement and
lower bounce rates, both of which positively impact SEO.

Content Marketing as a Free Advertising Tool

Content marketing is a powerful method for advertising small businesses
online free. By creating valuable and informative content, businesses can
establish themselves as authorities in their field while attracting potential
customers. Here are some effective content marketing strategies:

Blogging

Starting a blog related to the business’s niche can drive traffic to the
website. Regularly publishing informative articles not only boosts SEO but
also positions the business as an industry expert. Topics can range from how-
to guides to industry news, catering to the interests of the target audience.

Video Content

Creating engaging video content can significantly enhance audience
engagement. Platforms like YouTube allow businesses to share tutorials,
product demonstrations, and customer testimonials. Video content is often
shared more than text-based content, increasing its reach and impact.



Leveraging Local Directories and Listings

Local directories and listings are invaluable for small businesses,
particularly those serving specific geographic areas. By ensuring their
business is listed in local directories, small business owners can enhance
their visibility to local customers actively searching for their services.
Key directories to consider include:

Google My Business

Yelp

Yellow Pages

Facebook Business

Local Chamber of Commerce

Building a Strong Online Presence

Building a strong online presence is essential for any small business aiming
to advertise online for free. This involves not only using various
advertising strategies but also ensuring consistency across all platforms.
Consistent branding, messaging, and customer engagement are vital components
of a cohesive online presence.

Measuring Success and Adjusting Strategies

To maximize the effectiveness of free advertising methods, small business
owners must continuously measure their success and adjust their strategies
accordingly. Utilizing analytics tools can provide insights into which
advertising methods are generating the most engagement and conversions. By
analyzing this data, businesses can refine their approach, focus on the most
effective channels, and discontinue less successful strategies.

In summary, advertising small businesses online free is not only feasible but
can also be highly effective when approached strategically. By leveraging
social media, optimizing websites for search engines, creating valuable
content, and utilizing local listings, small businesses can enhance their
visibility and attract new customers without incurring significant costs.

Q: What is the best way to start advertising my small
business online for free?

A: The best way to start is by creating social media profiles for your
business and engaging with your audience. Additionally, consider setting up a
Google My Business listing to enhance local visibility and start a blog to



drive organic traffic through valuable content.

Q: How can I measure the success of my free online
advertising efforts?

A: You can measure success by tracking metrics such as website traffic,
social media engagement (likes, shares, comments), and conversion rates.
Tools like Google Analytics and social media insights can provide valuable
data for analysis.

Q: Is SEO really effective for small businesses with
no budget?

A: Yes, SEO is a highly effective strategy for small businesses, especially
since it focuses on organic traffic rather than paid ads. By optimizing your
website and content for relevant keywords, you can improve your visibility in
search results without spending money.

Q: What types of content should I create for my small
business?

A: You should create a variety of content, including blog posts, how-to
guides, videos, infographics, and customer testimonials. The goal is to
provide value to your audience while showcasing your expertise and products.

Q: How often should I post on social media for my
business?

A: It’s generally recommended to post at least a few times per week on social
media. However, the frequency can vary depending on the platform and your
audience. Consistency is key to maintaining engagement.

Q: Can local directories really help my small
business get more customers?

A: Absolutely! Local directories can enhance your visibility to customers
searching for services in your area. Being listed increases your chances of
being discovered by local consumers, which can translate to more foot traffic
and sales.

Q: What are some common mistakes to avoid when
advertising online for free?

A: Common mistakes include neglecting to engage with your audience, failing
to optimize content for search engines, and not measuring the effectiveness
of your strategies. Additionally, inconsistency in branding and messaging can
confuse potential customers.



Q: Is email marketing a viable free advertising
method?

A: Yes, email marketing can be a highly effective method for advertising
small businesses for free. By building an email list and sending regular
newsletters or promotional offers, businesses can engage directly with their
customers.

Q: How can I improve my search engine rankings for
free?

A: To improve your search engine rankings for free, focus on creating high-
quality content, optimizing your website for relevant keywords, and building
backlinks from reputable sites. Engaging with your audience through comments
and social media can also help boost your visibility.

Q: Are there tools to help with free advertising for
my small business?

A: Yes, there are several tools available to assist with free advertising,
including social media management tools like Hootsuite, SEO tools like
Ubersuggest, and content creation tools like Canva. These can help streamline
your efforts and enhance your strategies.
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how leading lights in e-commerce such as Amazon, Google and YouTube have made their mark,
drawing lessons that all business owners can benefit from. It takes the reader step-by-step through
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exponential return for your business. Author Annie Tsai is a popular blogger and Chief Customer
Officer for Demandforce, an automated Internet marketing and communication company specializing
in small- to medium-sized businesses, recently acquired by Intuit Features spot interviews and do
this now advice from resident experts at Demandforce, including the founders With the proliferation
of social media and the consumer voice on the web, small business owners need to take a deliberate
approach to leveraging this new marketing channel to effectively convert online conversations into
offline sales. The Small Business Online Marketing Handbook shows you how.
  advertising small business online free: Small Business Online Marketing john henderson,
2021-06-10 Every day we hear from business owners who think they need special skills to reach new
customers online. Overwhelmed by the number and seeming complexity of online marketing options,
they sit on the sidelines, eager to get in the game but confused about where to start. Sound familiar?
If so, this guide is for you. Whether you’re new to online marketing or just looking to do it better, the
advice in this guide can help you reach your business goals. You’ll learn: • How many new customers
you can find online • 10 ways to use the Internet to grow your business • How to measure your
results • How one small business gets 90% of its sales online • Key terms and what they mean We’ve
also created a daily tip sheet filled with ideas to help you get started as well as marketing plans for
four different types of businesses. Get started right away by filling out the worksheet to create an
action plan. As with anything else, practice and persistence will lead to online marketing success.
We hope this guide starts you on the path to becoming an online superstar. Sincerely,
  advertising small business online free: Free Marketing Jim Cockrum, 2011-09-27 Simple,
powerful marketing strategies every business can afford to implement There's never been a better
time to be a marketer or entrepreneur than right now. Thanks to the Internet, a new world of free
and inexpensive tactics can help get the word out to the prospects of any business with a limited
marketing budget. Free Marketing delivers more than 100 ideas to help any small business owner or
marketer generate new revenue—with little or no marketing budget. With both Internet-based and
creative offline ideas, you'll discover ways to turn your top customers into your unpaid sales force,
get your competitors to help you promote your new products, and other innovative ways to get the
word out. Create a squeeze page, the most powerful one page website you'll ever build Use simple
YouTube videos to grow sales Hold an eBay auction for publicity purposes (author Jim Cockrum
made $30,000 and earned tons of free publicity from just one auction) and more! Grow a successful
business without letting your marketing budget tell you No. Jim Cockrum has proven that the most
powerful marketing strategies are the cheapest.
  advertising small business online free: Ultimate Small Business Marketing Guide James
Stephenson, 2007-01-01 The second edition of this comprehensive guide introduces new marketing,
advertising, sales and public relations techniques to the 1,500 proven ideas from the first edition. It
adds dozens of new high-tech strategies required to stay one step ahead in today’s highly
competitive global marketplace. Off- and online resources have been updated and new
ones—including blogs and new websites—have been added.
  advertising small business online free: Put Your Business Online Al Kernek, 2005 Enclosed
within these pages is a complete guide that describes everything you need to know, from start to
finish, to achieve a successful online business. This book is an invaluable resource for anyone on a
tight budget who wishes to market products or services on the Internet. It is packed with real world
information, tips and secrets that will save you hundreds of dollars. Rather than stumbling about,
readers will jumpstart their success by benefiting from years of experience and countless hours of
research. Written in plain English for non-techies, the book explains how to create, manage and
promote a Website. / Avoid frustrating mistakes and costly pitfalls / Find affordable or free resources
to help you / Drive traffic to your Website through proven, inexpensive promotion tactics / Measure
your success and make refinements / Improve your productivity / Generate even more revenue from
your Website / Find additional help at each step along the way
  advertising small business online free: Secrets to Free Advertising on the Internet
Robert Noll, Anne Brashier, 2009-11-30 Written for: Accountants, Doctors, Lawyers, Realtors,



Insurance Brokers, Artists, all MLM Reps, Retail Stores...Any type of small to medium-size business
interested in FREE ways to advertise on the internet. Email Marketing - Spam or a viable means of
advertising? Classifieds - Quick ways to list your company or business for FREE. Search - Google,
Yahoo, Bing and More...Easy Placement and all for FREE. Blogs - Should you or shouldn’t you??An
effective way to advertise for FREE? MySpace - Set your company on auto-pilot for more sales, and
it’s FREE! Facebook - Put a FREE face on your business and gain hundreds of new customers.
Pay-Per-Click - Okay, it’s not FREE, but can be quick and cost-effective! Secrets to Free Advertising
on the Internet will help your business grow, whether you are already net-savvy or new to the World
Wide Web. Marketing expert Robert Noll gives you helpful hints and clear, easy tips on how to use
the wide variety of FREE advertising media available online. Reaching out to a whole new customer
base can seem intimidating, but Secrets to Free Advertising on the Internet helps you focus your
strategy so you don't feel overwhelmed. No matter what your company does, a strong online
advertising campaign can help you do it better.
  advertising small business online free: Marketing Your Small Business Online in 2024
Terry C Power, 2024-05-24 “Marketing Your Small Business Online in 2024” is the essential guide
for entrepreneurs and small business owners who are ready to harness the power of digital
marketing in an ever-evolving online landscape. This book offers a comprehensive roadmap to
navigating the complexities of online marketing with ease and efficiency. In a world where
technology and trends shift at lightning speed, “Marketing Your Small Business Online in 2024”
provides you with the latest strategies, tools, and insights to stay ahead of the curve. Whether you’re
looking to enhance your social media presence, optimize your website for search engines, or create
compelling content that converts, this book has you covered. With practical advice, real-world
examples, and step-by-step instructions, you’ll learn how to: Build a strong brand identity that
resonates with your target audience. Leverage cutting-edge SEO techniques to increase your
visibility online. Craft high-converting email marketing campaigns that engage and retain customers.
Utilize social media platforms to build a community around your brand. Analyze data to make
informed decisions and drive business growth. “Marketing Your Small Business Online in 2024” is
more than just a book; it’s a partner in your journey towards digital marketing success. Whether
you’re a seasoned marketer or new to the digital world, this book will empower you to take your
small business to new heights. Get ready to turn clicks into customers and browsers into buyers with
the ultimate guide to online marketing!
  advertising small business online free: Online Business Marketing Ehsan Zarei,
2014-02-11 Did You Waste A Lot Of Time & Money On Nonsense Marketing ?Are You Looking For
An Easy To Follow And Understand Marketing BookLook Inside This Book, Read The Free Preview
To Find Out What It Is All AboutIf You Love Your Business Spend A Few Hours Only Read This Book,
And See How It Will Take Your Entire Business To A New Level.THIS BOOK COMES WITH MONEY
A BACK GUARANTEE, That's How Confident We Are About It, So What Are You Waiting For Give It
A Try There Is Nothing To Lose.This Book Is Published By DMA4U, Publisher Of More Than 75
Marketing Related Books Visit www.dma4u.co.uk/marketing-books For More Info
  advertising small business online free: Small Business Marketing For Dummies Barbara
Findlay Schenck, 2011-03-04 Having your own business isn’t the same as having customers, and one
is useless without the other. Whether your business is a resale store or a high-tech consulting firm, a
law office or a home cleaning service, in today’s competitive environment, strategic marketing is
essential. Small Business Marketing For Dummies, Second Edition is updated from the original
version that won rave reviews and inspired thousands of small businesses on their way to becoming
big businesses. Updates include more information on online marketing, a whole new section on
getting and keeping customers, new cost-effective, fast-acting ideas for instant impact, and more.
The book covers: Marketing basics that prepare you to rev up your business and jumpstart your
marketing program Information to help you define your business position and brand Advice on
bringing in professionals A quick-reference guide to mass media and a glossary of advertising jargon
How-tos for creating print and broadcast ads that work Ideas for getting the word out without



advertising, including information on direct mail, brochures, publicity, promotions, and more Ten
steps to follow to build your own easy-to-assemble marketing plan With pages of ideas for low-cost,
high-impact marketing from author Barbara Findlay Schenck, a marketing consultant with more
than 20 years experience with clients ranging from small businesses to Fortune 500 companies,
Small Business Marketing For Dummies, Second Edition helps you reach and keep new customers.
Whether you’re running a home office, a small firm, a family business, a nonprofit organization, or a
retail operation, you’ll discover how to: Custom design your own marketing program Create effective
marketing messages Produce marketing communications that work No matter what field you’re in,
Small Business Marketing For Dummies, 2nd Edition will help you make your dreams come true. If
you buy it, read it, and implement some of the marketing strategies discussed, customers will come.
  advertising small business online free: Business Expert's Guidebook: Small Business
Tips, Technology Trends and Online Marketing Scott Steinberg, 2012-06-01 From smartphone
apps to tablet PCs and social networks, any business can use technology to increase ROI and boost
productivity without sacrificing quality or customer service. A complete guide with hints, tips and
advice for modern executives of all experience levels, small business expert and entrepreneur Scott
Steinberg reveals how to tap their power within. From marketing and management to leadership,
advertising and public relations, learn how to slash costs and maximize productivity using today's
latest high-tech innovations. Every business - and business plan - can profit from keeping up with IT
advances. Join us as we reveal how to give yours an upgrade. Includes: Best Business Apps, Gadgets,
Online Services - Social Media Secrets: Facebook, Twitter, Google+ - Advertising and PR on Any
Budget - Online Marketing and SEO - IT Security Tips - How to Start Any Business Overnight The
one book every entrepreneur should keep handy. Gary Shapiro, CEO, Consumer Electronics
Association
  advertising small business online free: Subcommittee Hearing on the Impact of Online
Advertising on Small Firms United States. Congress. House. Committee on Small Business.
Subcommittee on Regulations, Health Care, and Trade, 2008
  advertising small business online free: Small Business Marketing Strategies All-in-One
For Dummies , 2016-05-23 Transform your small business into a revenue-generating machine with
this step-by-step marketing resource Running a small business is a fun and rewarding experience.
It’s even more fun and rewarding when clients and customers are clamoring to get a hand on your
latest product or service. And effective marketing is the key to making that happen. In Small
Business Marketing Strategies All-in-One For Dummies, small business experts from the United
States Chamber of Commerce walk you through every single step of designing, launching, running,
measuring, and improving your company’s next marketing campaign. But don’t worry—with
Dummies, it’s all about learning made easy. You’ll discover techniques that work in any kind of small
business, from full-time trades to brick-and-mortar shops and online side-hustles. Starting at the
beginning of the marketing process, you’ll move on to learn how to blend different marketing
methods, such as content, social, search, and traditional, to generate massive customer interest. In
this book, you will: Pour the foundation of your marketing strategy by defining your ideal customers,
sizing up your market, and setting your goals Kick off a successful campaign the right way by
picking the best software, platforms, and techniques to power your marketing Combine content
marketing, social media, and traditional strategies to generate the perfect marketing and advertising
mix Evolve past gut instincts and measure your results with hard data and reliable metrics Moving
beyond individual strategies and techniques, Small Business Marketing Strategies All-in-One For
Dummies shows you how to blend every tool at your disposal into one effective marketing strategy.
It’s a must-read for any small business owner trying to grow their company.
  advertising small business online free: How to... Marketing for Small Business Nicolae
Sfetcu, 2014-07-08 With the exponential growth of the popularity of the Web – the primary
instrument using the Internet – an increasingly profitable activity began to be used by a growing
number of companies: electronic advertising and marketing, instruments that offer tremendous
opportunities at minimal cost . With more than billion of users worldwide and a big growth rate in



the number of users per month, marketing on the Internet is much easier than the traditional
methods. Taking into account that a typical marketing campaign causes a response rate of at least
2%, theoretically gives a huge number of answers on the Internet. What do you expect from Internet
Marketing? If you have the patience to deepen understanding of your products and services, and you
will design and implement a detailed and valid marketing plan, you can relatively easily to achieve
any goal you propose. Perhaps this will not bring immediate material gain, but you will easily notice
that you have already created a reputation among clients and competitors, and have been known
your offers, at a price much lower than the classic approaches. In short: you have to give valuable
information in an attractive framework... change its content as often as possible ... spread them
using the many resources offered by the Internet ... and use them in such a way as to facilitate client
activity... being sure that you are on your way to SUCCESS!
  advertising small business online free: Complete Guide to Internet Publicity Steve
O'Keefe, 2002-10-15 Strategies for grabbing-and holding-an audience's attention online The
definitive resource for PR and marketing professionals, this sequel to Steve O'Keefe's best-selling
classic Publicity on the Internet (0-471-16175-6) provides detailed, how-to instructions on planning,
designing, implementing, troubleshooting, and measuring the results of online campaigns.
Throughout the book, the author enlivens his coverage with inspiring and instructive vignettes and
case studies of successful campaigns. Steve O'Keefe covers everything the reader will need to get up
to speed on search engine optimization, newsletters, news rooms, e-mail marketing, e-mail merge
software, syndication and affiliate programs, and building in-house publicity operations. Companion
Web site features customizable Word and HTML templates, weekly live discussions groups, and
valuable resource listings.
  advertising small business online free: Small Business Marketing For Dummies Paul
Lancaster, 2013-11-12 Small Business Marketing For Dummies helps you promote your business. It
is designed specifically for the busy small business owner, giving you simple but powerful ways to
spread your message - all at little or no cost. It shows you how to build your company’s profile,
attract new customers and keep them coming back for more. Inside you will learn how to: Create an
achievable marketing plan Use social media and the web to attract and keep customers
Communicate with your customers through winning emails, newsletters, blogs and more Make use
of affordable advertising solutions in print and other media Get great PR for your business
  advertising small business online free: Small Business Marketing In A Week John Sealey,
2013-04-26 Marketing your small business just got easier It's been said that the most important area
for any business to focus on is its marketing. Of course, there are areas like finance, customer
service, and the product or service itself which are key, but without good marketing approaches,
there's no revenue for your account systems to do their job, there's no customer to serve and the
product or service becomes redundant. Most business owners are experts in what they do and so
they should be. What they also have to be good at is marketing what they do. And if you feel there's
more you could be doing on the marketing front, then this book will give you those ideas. As a small
business owner you get involved in all aspects of your business and marketing is such a large field,
you can't be expected to learn everything you need in one day. So to break down this behemoth of a
topic, we'll approach it a bite at a time. You have in your hands a tool that will guide you through
what's needed day by day over the period of a week. That way you're not trying to eat the elephant
all at once. The unpredictable nature of marketing your business will start to disappear, as you move
through the necessary steps needed to make your marketing efforts more effective than ever before.
Some of the ideas you may already be implementing, while others may well be new to you. Either
way, putting them together into a proven system will enable you and your business to thrive,
regardless of the economic climate you find yourself in. You're about to learn, in a week, how you
can have a marketing system that enables you to attract, win and keep more customers and, as a
result, build your sales and your profitability. - Sunday: Preparing the ground - Monday: Attracting
the right type of customers - Tuesday: Keeping your customers longer - Wednesday: Increasing
customer loyalty and purchasing frequency - Thursday: Increasing the value of your sales - Friday:



Getting new clients and better clients, faster - Saturday: Measuring and managing your marketing
activities
  advertising small business online free: Small Business Marketing Kit For Dummies Barbara
Findlay Schenck, 2012-09-04 Harness the power of marketing and watch your business grow Having
your own business isn't the same as having customers, and one is useless without the other. Whether
your business is a resale store or a high-tech consulting firm, a law office or a home cleaning
service, in today's competitive environment, strategic marketing is essential. If you want your small
business to grow, you need a marketing strategy that works. But how do you get people to notice
your business without spending a fortune? Packed with savvy tips for low-cost, high-impact
campaigns, this friendly guide is your road map to launching a great marketing campaign and taking
advantage of the newest technologies and avenues for outreach. Using social media as a marketing
tool Communicating with customers Financing a marketing campaign The companion CD includes
tools and templates to give you a jump-start on putting your new skills to work If you're looking to
give your small business' marketing plan an edge over the competition, Small Business Marketing
Kit For Dummies has you covered. CD-ROM/DVD and other supplementary materials are not
included as part of the e-book file, but are available for download after purchase.
  advertising small business online free: FCS Marketing Communication L4 , 2011
  advertising small business online free: Blogging All-in-One For Dummies Susan
Gunelius, 2012-07-02 A complete update to the ultimate reference guide on blogging basics! The
increase in the number of blogs is seemingly endless and continues to grow at a phenomenal rate,
thanks in part to the rise of smartphones, tablets, and blogging applications. With this kind of
popularity, how can a blogger stand out from the rest of the masses? This all-in-one guide is packed
with detailed information and advice that helps you create and solidify your place in the
blogosphere. You’ll learn how to get started, use blogging tools, collaborate with other bloggers,
become a part of mobile blogging, and much more. Covers getting started, working with blogging
software, other tools, blog marketing, microblogging (including Twitter), making money with your
blog, and corporate and niche blogging Helps new bloggers become active and productive members
of the blogging community Provides vital information for both hobby bloggers and those who want to
build a career around blogging Blogging All-in-One For Dummies, 2nd Edition cuts through the
clutter and offers you a fun and friendly reference guide to starting and maintaining a successful
blog.
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