
parafalcine anatomy

parafalcine anatomy is a critical aspect of neuroanatomy, focusing on the structures situated adjacent to
the falx cerebri, a sickle-shaped fold of the dura mater. Understanding parafalcine anatomy is essential for
neurosurgeons, radiologists, and medical professionals involved in treating brain disorders. This article delves
into the various components of parafalcine anatomy, including its location, relevant structures, clinical
significance, and imaging techniques used to evaluate these regions. By exploring these topics, we aim to provide
a comprehensive overview that will enhance the understanding of parafalcine anatomy and its implications in
clinical practice.
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Location and Orientation

The parafalcine region is located along the midline of the brain, adjacent to the falx cerebri, which separates
the two cerebral hemispheres. This area is significant because it contains critical vascular and neural
structures that play pivotal roles in brain function and pathology. The falx cerebri extends from the crista
galli of the ethmoid bone to the internal occipital protuberance, creating a space that houses various
anatomical features.

The orientation of the parafalcine region can be described in relation to several key landmarks in the brain. The
anterior part of the falx cerebri is near the frontal lobes, while the posterior aspect approaches the occipital
lobes. Understanding the spatial orientation of the parafalcine structures is vital for surgical approaches
and for interpreting imaging studies accurately.

Relevant Structures in Parafalcine Anatomy

The parafalcine area contains several important anatomical structures, including blood vessels, gyri, and
sulci. Each of these components contributes to the overall function and health of the brain.

Blood Vessels

One of the most critical aspects of parafalcine anatomy is the presence of major blood vessels. The following
vessels are particularly important:

Superior Sagittal Sinus: This large venous sinus runs along the upper margin of the falx cerebri and is
responsible for draining blood from the cerebral cortex.

Inferior Sagittal Sinus: Located beneath the superior sagittal sinus, it drains blood from the deeper



structures of the brain.

Pericallosal Artery: A branch of the anterior cerebral artery, this artery supplies blood to the medial
surfaces of the frontal and parietal lobes.

Gyri and Sulci

The parafalcine region is also characterized by specific gyri and sulci, which are essential for understanding
brain functions. Some notable gyri include:

Paracentral Lobule: This area encompasses the motor and sensory cortices for the lower extremities.

Precuneus: Located posterior to the paracentral lobule, this gyrus is involved in visuospatial
processing and self-awareness.

Clinical Significance of Parafalcine Anatomy

The parafalcine anatomy holds considerable clinical significance due to its association with various
neurological conditions. Understanding these relationships is crucial for effective diagnosis and treatment.

Pathologies Associated with the Parafalcine Region

Some common pathologies that may affect the parafalcine area include:

Brain Tumors: Tumors located in or near the parafalcine region, such as meningiomas, can lead to
significant mass effects and neurological deficits.

Hemorrhage: Conditions like subdural hematomas often occur in the parafalcine region due to trauma or
vascular malformations.

Vascular Malformations: Aneurysms or arteriovenous malformations (AVMs) can be located
parafalcine, posing risks of bleeding and necessitating surgical intervention.

Symptoms and Clinical Presentation

Patients with conditions affecting the parafalcine area may present with a range of symptoms, including:

Headaches, often presenting as severe or persistent.

Neurological deficits, such as weakness or sensory loss in the lower limbs.

Cognitive changes, including memory disturbances or altered mental status.



Imaging Techniques for Evaluating Parafalcine Structures

Accurate imaging is essential for assessing the parafalcine anatomy and diagnosing related conditions. Several
imaging modalities are utilized in clinical practice.

Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI)

MRI is the gold standard for evaluating the brain, providing detailed images of soft tissues. Specific techniques
used to visualize the parafalcine region include:

T1-weighted Imaging: Useful for assessing anatomical structures and detecting tumors or lesions.

T2-weighted Imaging: Ideal for identifying edema and other pathological changes.

Diffusion-weighted Imaging: Helpful in evaluating acute ischemic strokes or assessing cellular integrity.

Computed Tomography (CT)

CT scans are often the first-line imaging modality in emergency settings. They can quickly identify hemorrhages
and other acute alterations in the parafalcine area. However, CT is less sensitive than MRI for subtle lesions.

Conclusion

In summary, parafalcine anatomy encompasses a complex interplay of structures critical for brain function and
health. Understanding its location, relevant vascular and neural components, and clinical implications is
essential for healthcare professionals involved in neurological care. The applications of advanced imaging
techniques further enhance our ability to diagnose and manage conditions affecting this vital area. As research
continues to evolve, further insights into parafalcine anatomy will undoubtedly enhance our understanding
and treatment of brain disorders.

Q: What structures are found in the parafalcine region?
A: The parafalcine region contains several critical structures, including the superior and inferior sagittal
sinuses, the pericallosal artery, and specific gyri such as the paracentral lobule and precuneus.

Q: Why is parafalcine anatomy important in clinical practice?
A: Parafalcine anatomy is crucial for diagnosing and treating neurological conditions, including brain tumors,
hemorrhages, and vascular malformations, which can have significant clinical implications.

Q: What imaging techniques are best for evaluating the parafalcine region?
A: Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) and Computed Tomography (CT) are the primary imaging techniques used to
evaluate the parafalcine region, with MRI being more sensitive for soft tissue assessment.



Q: What types of brain tumors can occur in the parafalcine region?
A: Meningiomas are the most common tumors found in the parafalcine region, but other types, such as gliomas,
may also be located there.

Q: What are the common symptoms associated with parafalcine
pathologies?
A: Common symptoms include persistent headaches, neurological deficits such as weakness or sensory changes,
and cognitive alterations like memory disturbances.

Q: How does the location of the falx cerebri relate to parafalcine
anatomy?
A: The falx cerebri is a dural structure that serves as a landmark for parafalcine anatomy, with various
critical vascular and neural structures located adjacent to it.

Q: Can vascular malformations occur in the parafalcine region?
A: Yes, vascular malformations such as arteriovenous malformations (AVMs) and aneurysms can occur in the
parafalcine region and may pose risks of bleeding.

Q: What is the role of the pericallosal artery in parafalcine anatomy?
A: The pericallosal artery, a branch of the anterior cerebral artery, supplies blood to the medial surfaces of
the frontal and parietal lobes, making it essential for brain function in the parafalcine region.

Q: What is the significance of the superior sagittal sinus?
A: The superior sagittal sinus is a major venous structure that drains blood from the cerebral cortex, playing
a vital role in the venous drainage system of the brain.

Q: How do parafalcine lesions affect patient outcomes?
A: Parafalcine lesions can lead to various neurological deficits, depending on their size and location, which may
significantly impact patient outcomes and quality of life.
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evaluation, and treatment of AVMs. Offering a multidisciplinary approach, this book spans a wide
array of therapeutic options and surgical approaches with step-by-step presentations of e
  parafalcine anatomy: Atlas of Hybrid Imaging Sectional Anatomy for PET/CT, PET/MRI and
SPECT/CT Vol. 1: Brain and Neck Mario Leporace, Ferdinando Calabria, Eugenio Gaudio, Orazio
Schillaci, Alfonso Ciaccio, Antonio Bagnato, 2023-04-04 For the first time, in this atlas nuclear
physicians and radiologists cover the entire hybrid nuclear medicine (PET/CT, SPECT/CT and
PET/MRI), based on their own case studies. The structure in three volumes represents an user
friendly guide for interpreting PET and SPECT in relation to co-registered CT and/or MRI. Three
companion volumes with a practical structure in two-page unit offer to the reader a navigational
tool, based on anatomical districts, with labeled and explained low-dose multiplanar CT or MRI
views merged with PET fusion imaging on the right hand and contrast enhanced CT or MRI on the
other side. This new format enables rapid identification of hybrid nuclear medicine findings which
are now routine at leading medical centers. Volume 1 is focused on brain and neck PET imaging,
with emphasis on PET/MRI; Volume 2 concerns thorax, abdomen and pelvis, with particular
attention on lung and liver segmental anatomy and evaluation of peritoneum. Special chapters on
heart, lymph nodes and musculoskeletal system, are collected in the Volume 3. Each chapter begins
with three-dimensional CT and/or MRI views of the evaluated anatomical region, bringing forward
sectional tables. Clinical cases, tricks and pitfalls linked to several PET or SPECT
radiopharmaceuticals help to introduce the reader to peculiar molecular pathways and to improve
confidence in cross-sectional imaging, that is vital for the accurate diagnosis and treatment of
diseases. - Compact, comprehensive, easy to read guide to sectional imaging and multiplanar
evaluation of hybrid PET and SPECT - Includes 856 fully colored, labeled, high quality original
images of axial, coronal and sagittal CT, contrast enhanced CT, PET/CT and/or PET/MRI - Displays
200 clinical cases, showcasing both common and unusual findings that nuclear physicians and
radiologists could encounter in their clinical practice - Costant orthogonal references on 3D images
allow orientation on axial, coronal and sagittal views - Peculiar aspects of 18 PET and SPECT
radiopharmaceuticals, defined by distinctive color scales - Terms and descriptions mostly based on
Terminologia Anatomica - Specific text boxes explain anatomical variants, radiological advices and
physiological findings linked to tracer bio-distribution - Supports interpretation and report of hybrid
nuclear medicine scans - For professionals and vocationals
  parafalcine anatomy: Radiological Anatomy for Radiation and Particle Therapy Thankamma
Ajithkumar, Sara Upponi, Nicholas Carroll, 2025-03-28 This book is exceptional in addressing the
common radiological anatomical challenges of target volume delineation faced by clinicians on a
daily basis. The clear guidance that it provides on how to improve target volume delineation will
help readers to obtain the best possible clinical outcomes in response to radiation and particle
therapy. The first section of the book presents the fundamentals of the different imaging techniques
used for radiation and proton therapy, explains the optimal integration of images for target volume
delineation, and describes the role of functional imaging in treatment planning.The extensive second
section then discusses site-specific challenges. Here, each chapter illustrates normal anatomy,
tumor-related changes in anatomy, potential areas of natural spread that need to be included in the
target volume, postoperative changes, and variations following systemic therapy.The final section is
devoted to the anatomicalchallenges of treatment verification. The book is of value for radiation and
clinical oncologists at all stages of their careers, as well as radiotherapy radiographers and trainees.
  parafalcine anatomy: The Clinical Anatomy of the Vascular System Stephen J. Bordes, Jr.,
Joe Iwanaga, Marios Loukas, R. Shane Tubbs, 2025-06-11 This multidisciplinary book provides an
in-depth review of the human vascular system with emphasis on anatomy, embryology, pathology,
and surgical features. Arteries, veins, and lymphatics are each assigned chapters that discuss their
relevant anatomy, topography, embryology, histology, imaging, pathology, surgical significance, and
complications. The comprehensive text was written and edited by leading experts in the field and is
ideal for surgeons, proceduralists, anatomists, trainees, and students. Informative chapters are
sectioned according to their part of the body.



  parafalcine anatomy: Applied Anatomy for Anaesthesia and Intensive Care Andy
Georgiou, Chris Thompson, James Nickells, 2014-10-02 Applied Anatomy for Anaesthesia and
Intensive Care is an invaluable tool for trainee and practised anaesthetists and intensive care
physicians seeking to learn, revise and develop their anatomical knowledge and procedural skills.
Concise textual descriptions of anatomy are integrated with descriptions of procedures that are
frequently performed in anaesthesia and intensive care, such as nerve blocks, focussed echo, lung
ultrasound, vascular access procedures, front of neck airway access and chest drainage. The text is
supported by over 200 high-quality, colour, anatomical illustrations, which are correlated with
ultrasound, fibre optic and radiological images, allowing the reader to easily interpret nerve block
sonoanatomy, airway fibre optic images and important features on CT and MRI scans. Useful
mnemonics and easily reproducible sketch diagrams make this an essential resource for anyone
studying towards postgraduate examinations in anaesthesia and intensive care medicine.
  parafalcine anatomy: Neuroanatomy Guidance to Successful Neurosurgical
Interventions Imad N. Kanaan, Vladimír Beneš, 2024-11-08 This unique book covers a wide
spectrum of neurosurgical science and practice. Authored by world-renowned neurosurgeons, it
aims to bridge the gap between practical anatomy and the recent advances in neurosurgical
interventions. A special section on neurovascular surgery demonstrates the surgical skills required
and challenges faced during surgery of complex aneurysms, vascular malformations and options for
special revascularization procedures. Distinctive chapters highlight the anatomical landmarks for
tailored microsurgical and endoscopic approaches to skull base, ventricular and spinal tumors. This
textbook outline the role of white matter dissection in glioma and epilepsy surgery with an update on
functional and peripheral nerves neurosurgery and a special chapter on the anticipation and
management of complications in adult and paediatric neurosurgery.
  parafalcine anatomy: Correlative Neuroradiology Ronald G. Quisling, 1980
  parafalcine anatomy: Meningiomas Jennifer Moliterno, Antonio Omuro, 2020-12-18 This book
provides a comprehensive overview of the multidisciplinary management of meningiomas, followed
by evaluation and management considerations along a spectrum of benign to more malignant
behavior. It outlines the management of presumed Grade 1 tumors and how to identify features of
tumors radiographically and clinically that may support a benign course rather than aggressive and
vice versa. Following a stepwise progression from simple to complex, chapters introduce and tackle
more aggressive meningiomas and tumor recurrence (of all Grades), with paradigms for evaluation
and treatment. Tumor biology and genomics are fundamental and largely focused in the book. More
recent findings which have directed personalized medicine and clinical trials are also addressed.
Meningiomas: Comprehensive Strategies for Management addresses all aspects of the evaluation
and care of patients with all WHO grades of meningiomas. It is highly informative and provides
clarity for a wide audience of neurosurgeons, reconstructive surgeons, oncologists, neurologists,
radiation oncologists, pathologists, radiologists, residents and students who treat these patients and
those who are training for a career in managing patients with these potentially challenging tumors.
  parafalcine anatomy: Biological and Clinical Landscape of Meningiomas Gelareh Zadeh,
Roland Goldbrunner, Boris Krischek, Farshad Nassiri, 2023-07-11 Meningiomas are tumors that
originate from the arachnoidal cap cells of the leptomeninges. With an incidence rate of 8.36 per
100, 000 population, they are the most common primary central nervous system (CNS) tumors,
accounting for a third of all cases. The World Health Organization (WHO) classification has
traditionally categorized meningiomas into 15 different histopathological subtypes and three clinical
grades. Tumors are classified as WHO grades 1, 2 or 3 based largely on histopathological features
such as mitotic activity, presence of brain invasion, and other atypical features. However, there is
increasing recognition of the limitations of histopathology including but not limited to: confounding
factors such as sampling bias in a heterogeneous tumor, and technical factors related to the
experience of the grading pathologist. Even with careful histologic grading, there remains
significant variability in recurrence rates within each tumor grade. As more studies have uncovered
the molecular features of meningiomas, novel biological alterations have helped refine classification



schemes that more accurately reflect patient outcomes. This book reviews the current state of
knowledge on the genomic and epigenomic landscape of meningiomas in order to identify the roles
of genomic aberrations on diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of meningiomas in addition to
mainstays of surgical management, radiation therapy, and potential novel chemotherapies. Written
by a team of world-renowned experts in neurosurgery, neuropathology, radiology, and
radiation-oncology, this book is the definitive resource on meningioma management and
investigation for both clinicians and scientists alike.
  parafalcine anatomy: Medical Imaging , 1997
  parafalcine anatomy: Child Neurology John H. Menkes, Harvey B. Sarnat, Bernard L. Maria,
2006 Revised to incorporate the latest advances in the neurosciences and clinical neurology, the
Seventh Edition of this classic text provides practical, cost-effective problem-solving approaches to
all diseases affecting the developing nervous system. In clinically relevant terms, the book explains
how recent developments in molecular biology, genetics, neurochemistry, neurophysiology,
neuropathology, and neuroimaging impact on diagnosis and treatment. Chapters focus on specific
disorders or groups of disorders and emphasize differential diagnosis, disease course, treatment,
and prognosis. This edition has a new chapter on mitochondrial cytopathies.
  parafalcine anatomy: Training and Education in Neurosurgery: Strategies and Challenges for
the Next Ten Years, volume II Cesare Zoia, Daniele Bongetta, 2025-01-17 Given the success of the
first volume of the Research Topic: Training and Education in Neurosurgery: Strategies and
Challenges for the Next Ten Years, and the rapidly evolving subject area, we are pleased to
announce the launch of a second volume of this topic. The phenomenal progression of technology
has led to an age of powerful devices always connected through social media, as well as, advanced
simulation and augmented reality tools. Training and education have often struggled to keep up with
these technological improvements. Nevertheless, neurosurgical trainees have been recently exposed
to new tools during their training such as anatomy 3D printed models or augmented reality apps.
Pandemic limitations have also boosted the exploitation of online education resources in conjunction
with the rising role of social media in both publishing and case discussion.
  parafalcine anatomy: Essentials of Autopsy Practice Guy N. Rutty, 2006-03-06 A practical
hands-on bench book covering difficult areas of autopsy for the modern pathologist. Rutty’s book is
unique – chapters deal with issues never previously discussed and have been specifically selected to
fill a gap in the market, not just re-hash old ideas. Designed for consultants and trainees alike, not
only pathologists of all types but also non-medics involved with the dead in any way – lawyers,
police, bereavement officers, undertakers. The first volume has become a reference aid to autopsy
issues for all grades of lawyers. Thus the audience that the book reaches is greater than a pure
autopsy or forensic pathology textbook.
  parafalcine anatomy: Neurosurgery Vivian A. Elwell, Ramez Kirollos, Syed Al-Haddad,
2014-11-10 Neurosurgery: The Essential Guide to the Oral and Clinical Neurosurgical Examination
is the first book of its kind to cover the International and Intercollegiate FRCS Specialty Examination
in Neurosurgery. It will also help you prepare for the American Board of Neurological Surgery
(ABNS) examination and other neurosurgical examinations around the world. Written by
neurosurgeons, this book is a hands-on guide that translates basic science and theories of
neurosurgery into clinical practice. This comprehensive resource takes a standardized and logical
approach to the clinical neurosurgical examination. Based on the authors’ own clinical practice,
teaching and examination experiences, this book provides candidates with a firm grasp of
neuroscience and the ability to solve problems under pressure. Scenario- and patient-based, the
book covers history-taking, clinical examination, differential diagnosis, investigations, management,
treatment options and potential complications. The text is based on the Royal College of Surgeons of
England and U.S. board syllabuses. In addition to serving as a reliable preparation resource for the
neurosurgical examination, it will also be invaluable in your future surgical practice.
  parafalcine anatomy: Diseases of the Sinuses M. Eric Gershwin, Gary Incaudo, 2012-12-06
The comprehensive nature of this text will appeal To many physicians, the study of sinus disease to a



wide range of physicians including generalists, reflects a discipline only slightly less interesting
otolaryngologists, and allergists. Family physi than a Johnson and Johnson gauze pad, a pursuit
cians, internists, pediatricians, and allergists will followed by dilettanti and eccentric professors. To
each profit from having a single source that pro others, it represents a subsection of an undefined
vides an in-depth review of topics pertaining to discipline that crosses barriers of internal medi sinus
diseases. The otolaryngologist will benefit cine, pediatrics, allergy, chest disease, and oto from
having a single text that provides a detailed laryngology. To patients, sinus problems are discussion
of the many ancillary medical problems synonymous with headaches and a chronic source of
morbidity. Yet few physicians have been pre that influence sinus function and, therefore, surgi cal
outcome. We hope that all readers will enjoy the pared, until recently, to do much more than pre
international choice of authors whose topics have scribe antibiotics, intranasal steroids,
antihistamines, been purposely allowed to overlap in an effort to and commiserate for the misery
involved. Fortu provide the broadest possible scope of informa nately, this picture shows significant
signs of tion. We expect Diseases of the Sinuses to serve as impending remission. The disciplines of
clinical immunology, allergy, and otolaryngology have the foundation of an ever-stronger ongoing
effort to combat sinus disease.
  parafalcine anatomy: Complex Surgical Cases of the Limbic System Sepehr Sani, Mustafa K
Baskaya, Richard W Byrne, 2017-07-17 The limbic system (also known as the paleomammalian
brain) is a collection of brain structures located in the middle of the brain. It is not a discrete system
itself but rather a collection of structures—anatomically related but varying greatly in function. The
limbic system is the centre for emotional responsiveness, motivation, memory formation and
integration, olfaction, and the mechanisms to keep ourselves safe (Neuropsychotherapist.com). This
book is a guide to surgical procedures for the limbic system. Beginning with an overview of brain
embryology and anatomy, each of the following sections covers surgical approaches for disorders in
different parts of the limbic system. Procedures are explained in a step by step approach, with
emphasis on anatomical markers and avoidance of complications. The final chapters discuss brain
mapping during surgery, giant and unusual tumours, and vascular lesions. Authored by a team of
highly experienced, Illinois and Wisconsin-based neurosurgeons, the book is enhanced by anatomical
dissections, operative photographs and illustrations, and includes a DVD ROM demonstrating
surgical procedures. Key points Guide to surgical procedures for the limbic system Step by step
approach with emphasis on anatomical markers and avoidance of complications Highly experienced,
Illinois and Wisconsin-based author team Includes DVD ROM demonstrating surgical procedures
  parafalcine anatomy: All Around the Nose Cemal Cingi, Nuray Bayar Muluk, 2019-11-05 This
book is designed to provide all the information required for a sound understanding of diseases of the
nose and paranasal sinuses and the surgical techniques used in their management. After an opening
section on basic science, clinical and radiological assessment is explained and individual chapters
focus on conditions ranging from infectious diseases, allergic rhinitis, and nasal polyposis to trauma,
malignancies, and skin diseases. A wide variety of surgical techniques are then described with the
aid of high-quality illustrations, covering nasal airway procedures and surgical approaches to the
paranasal sinuses, including diverse endoscopic and image-guided procedures, nasal reconstruction,
and endonasal and external rhinoplasty. The book is a collaborative project between the new
generation of Turkish specialists and well-known experts from across the world. It will be of value
for ENT doctors in all countries, as well as for students and trainees and those working in
ENT-related fields such as maxillo-facial surgery, pediatrics, allergology, neurology, infectious
diseases, and neurosurgery.
  parafalcine anatomy: Core Techniques in Operative Neurosurgery E-Book Rahul Jandial,
2019-07-31 Get step-by-step, expert guidance on fundamental procedures in neurosurgery. Core
Techniques in Operative Neurosurgery, 2nd Edition, provides the tools needed to hone existing
surgical skills and learn new techniques, helping you minimize risk and achieve optimal outcomes
for every procedure. Led by Dr. Rahul Jandial, this concise reference offers quick access to the
expertise and experience of the world's leading authorities in the field of neurosurgery. - Presents



consistent, easy-to-follow chapters that cover the indications and contraindications, pitfalls, tips and
tricks from the experts, and more for each procedure. - Covers minimally invasive spine techniques
such as Thoracic Corpectomy and Minimally Invasive Direct Lateral Transpsoas Interbody Fusion. -
Includes new chapters on Microvascular Decompression and Brachial Plexus Injury Nerve Grafting
and Transfers.
  parafalcine anatomy: Essentials of Clinical Radiation Oncology Matthew C. Ward, Rahul
D. Tendulkar, Gregory M. M. Videtic, 2017-12-28 Essentials of Clinical Radiation Oncology is a
comprehensive, user-friendly clinical review that summarizes up-to-date cancer care in an
easy-to-read format. Each chapter is structured for straightforward navigability and information
retention beginning with a “quick-hit” summary that contains an overview of each disease, its
natural history, and general treatment options. Following each quick-hit are high-yield summaries
covering epidemiology, risk factors, anatomy, pathology, genetics, screening, clinical presentation,
workup, prognostic factors, staging, treatment paradigms, and medical management for each
malignancy. Each treatment paradigm section describes the current standard of care for radiation
therapy including indications, dose constraints, and side effects. Chapters conclude with an
evidence-based question and answer section which summarizes practice-changing data to answer
key information associated with radiation treatment outcomes. Flow diagrams and tables consolidate
information throughout the book that all radiation oncologists and related practitioners will find
extremely useful when approaching treatment planning and clinical care. Essentials of Clinical
Radiation Oncology has been designed to replicate a house manual created and used by residents in
training and is a one-stop resource for practicing radiation oncologists, related practitioners, and
radiation oncology residents entering the field. Key Features: Offers digestible information as a
learning guide for general practice Examines essential clinical questions which are answered with
evidence-based data from important clinical studies Places clinical trials and data into historical
context and points out relevance in current practice Provides quick reference tables on treatment
options and patient selection, workup, and prognostic factors by disease site
  parafalcine anatomy: New Trends in Management of Cerebro-Vascular Malformations
Alberto Pasqualin, Renato Da Pian, 2012-12-06 Every so often a gathering of minds and experience
occurs that results in an all encompassing overview in depth of such a vast subject as
Cerebro-Vascular Malformations, as occurred in Verona in June 1992 and which warrants
publication. Professors Da Pian and Pasqualin deserve high compliment and it is a measure of the
respect in which they are held that virtually all those most knowledgeable around the world
attended, presented their work and thoughts and contributed to intense discussion. Ljunggren's
opening historical survey set the stage and must be the most comprehensive yet published.
Subarachnoid hemorrhage from aneurysm rupture still constitutes, I dare say, the most difficult
problem for neurosurgeons, in relief of the brain injury and arterial reaction and the technical
perfection of aneurysm obliteration, even for small, as well as large and giant sacs. Very large high
flow A VMs can be as demanding too. The bulk of the conference was devoted to subarachnoid
hemorrhage, aneurysms and A VMs which were discussed under about 14 headings each. But vein of
Galen malformations, dural A VMs, cavernous angiomas and venous angiomas (renamed
developmental venous anomalies) came under scrutiny, not always with consensus. Trends are
perceptible such as fibrinolysis of subarachnoid clot, non surgery for Galenic and dural malforma
tions, the benignity of venous angioma, but there is still much variation in approach,
pharmacologically, technically and with such as the evolving endovascular and radiosurgical stories,
used alone or in conjunction.
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