
hyena female anatomy
hyena female anatomy is a fascinating subject that delves into the unique
physiological features and reproductive systems of female hyenas,
particularly the spotted hyena. Understanding the anatomy of these remarkable
creatures not only illuminates their biological functions but also their
social behavior and evolutionary adaptations. This article will explore the
distinctive aspects of female hyena anatomy, including their reproductive
organs, physiological traits, and how these features influence their role
within their social structures. Additionally, we will discuss the
implications of these anatomical traits in the context of hyena behavior and
ecology.
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Unique Features of Female Hyenas
Female hyenas, particularly the spotted hyena, exhibit several unique
anatomical features that set them apart from other carnivores. One of the
most notable characteristics is their pseudo-penis, which is a highly
developed clitoris that resembles a male's penis. This unusual trait has
intrigued biologists and researchers for years, as it plays a critical role
in the social hierarchy and mating behaviors of hyenas.

The presence of this pseudo-penis not only influences mating rituals but also
affects the female's social status within the clan. Female hyenas are
generally larger and more dominant than males, and their anatomical features
reflect this matriarchal structure. The pseudo-penis is involved in social
interactions and plays a part in the establishment of dominance among
females, further emphasizing the importance of female anatomy in the social
dynamics of hyena clans.



Physical Characteristics
Female hyenas possess several physical characteristics that contribute to
their success as apex predators. They have robust bodies, strong jaws, and
powerful limbs, which allow them to hunt effectively. The muscular structure
of female hyenas is adapted for both hunting and defending their young,
highlighting the dual role of their anatomy in survival and reproduction.

Moreover, the fur of female hyenas is typically a sandy or brownish color
with darker spots, providing camouflage in their natural habitats. This
coloration is crucial for both hunting and avoiding detection by potential
threats.

Reproductive Anatomy of Female Hyenas
The reproductive anatomy of female hyenas is particularly unique due to the
presence of the pseudo-penis and the unusual reproductive system. Unlike most
mammals, the hyena's reproductive tract is structured in a way that gives the
female a greater degree of control during mating. This adaptation is thought
to have evolved as a response to the intense competition for mates and
resources within their social groups.

The reproductive organs of female hyenas include the ovaries, fallopian
tubes, uterus, and vagina, but they are situated differently compared to
those of other mammals. The pseudo-penis is not only involved in reproduction
but also plays a role in social interactions and the establishment of
dominance hierarchies within the clan.

Mating and Reproductive Cycle
Female hyenas have a complex mating system that is influenced by their
anatomy. The reproductive cycle of female hyenas consists of several stages,
including estrus, mating, and gestation. Estrus occurs approximately once a
year, and during this time, females exhibit specific behaviors to attract
males.

The mating process is often competitive, with multiple males vying for the
attention of a receptive female. The pseudo-penis allows females to exert
some control over mating, often leading to interesting dynamics where females
may choose which males they allow to mate with them.

Physiological Characteristics
In addition to their reproductive anatomy, the physiological traits of female
hyenas are also noteworthy. Female hyenas are larger than males, which is
unusual among most mammalian species. This size difference is evident from a
young age and is thought to provide females with advantages in hunting and
social interactions.



Female hyenas also have a more robust hormonal system, which is linked to
their aggressive behaviors and social dominance. High levels of androgens,
particularly testosterone, are present in females, contributing to their
larger size and muscular build. This hormonal profile plays a significant
role in their social behavior, influencing aggression, territoriality, and
leadership within the clan.

Health and Longevity
The health of female hyenas can be influenced by their anatomy and
physiological traits. Due to their robust nature, females often exhibit
higher survival rates than males, particularly in the wild. Their unique
reproductive anatomy and social structures also contribute to their
longevity.

However, like all species, female hyenas are susceptible to diseases and
environmental challenges. Their health is closely monitored in studies to
understand how anatomy and physiology affect their overall well-being and
reproductive success.

Social Structure and Behavior
The social structure of hyena clans is matriarchal, with females holding the
highest rank. This dominance is reflected not only in their size and physical
strength but also in their unique anatomy. The social behaviors of female
hyenas are complex and often revolve around their anatomical features,
particularly the pseudo-penis.

Female hyenas engage in various social interactions that reinforce their
status within the clan. These interactions can include aggressive displays,
grooming behaviors, and vocalizations. The pseudo-penis plays a role in these
social dynamics, as it is often involved in dominance displays among females.
This behavior is critical in establishing and maintaining the hierarchical
structure of the clan.

Impacts on Clan Dynamics
The anatomy of female hyenas significantly impacts the overall dynamics of
the clan. Female dominance can affect mating strategies, resource allocation,
and the upbringing of young. High-ranking females often have greater access
to food and mating opportunities, which can lead to healthier offspring and
increased survival rates among their young.

Moreover, the unique anatomical features of female hyenas can influence the
behavior of males within the clan. Males often display submissive behaviors
towards dominant females, further solidifying the power dynamics that are
prevalent within hyena social structures.



Conservation Implications
Understanding the anatomy and behavior of female hyenas is crucial for
conservation efforts. As apex predators, hyenas play a vital role in their
ecosystems, and their unique social structures can be impacted by
environmental changes and human activities. Female hyenas, due to their
critical role in clan dynamics, must be protected to ensure the stability of
hyena populations.

Conservation strategies that consider the unique anatomical and social
features of female hyenas can lead to more effective management and
protection of their habitats. Researching their anatomy not only enhances our
understanding of their biology but also informs conservation efforts aimed at
preserving these fascinating creatures.

Conclusion
The anatomy of female hyenas is not only remarkable but also serves as a key
to understanding their social structures and behaviors. From their unique
reproductive organs to their dominant social roles, female hyenas exhibit a
range of anatomical features that are crucial for their survival and
reproductive success. As we continue to study these incredible animals, the
insights gained from their anatomy will play a vital role in both scientific
understanding and conservation efforts.

Q: What is unique about female hyena anatomy
compared to other mammals?
A: Female hyenas possess a pseudo-penis, a highly developed clitoris that
resembles a male's penis, which influences their reproductive behaviors and
social interactions.

Q: How does the anatomy of female hyenas affect
their social behavior?
A: The anatomical features of female hyenas, particularly the pseudo-penis,
are central to establishing dominance and social hierarchies within the clan,
leading to complex social interactions.

Q: What role do hormones play in the anatomy of
female hyenas?
A: Female hyenas have higher levels of androgens, particularly testosterone,
contributing to their larger size and aggressive behaviors, which influence
their social dominance.



Q: How does female hyena anatomy impact their
reproductive success?
A: The unique reproductive anatomy allows females to control mating
processes, thus enhancing their reproductive success and the survival of
their offspring.

Q: What conservation efforts are in place for female
hyenas?
A: Conservation strategies focus on protecting their habitats and
understanding their unique social structures, which are vital for maintaining
stable hyena populations.

Q: How do female hyenas interact with males in their
clan?
A: Female hyenas often exhibit dominant behaviors towards males, influencing
mating strategies and resource allocation within the clan.

Q: What are the implications of the pseudo-penis in
female hyenas?
A: The pseudo-penis plays a critical role in mating rituals and social
dominance, affecting the overall dynamics of hyena clans.

Q: Are female hyenas larger than males, and why?
A: Yes, female hyenas are larger than males, which is uncommon in mammals,
and this size difference contributes to their dominance and hunting
abilities.

Q: How does the anatomy of female hyenas affect
their hunting strategies?
A: The robust body structure and powerful limbs of female hyenas enable them
to hunt effectively, often leading group hunts that benefit their clans.

Q: Why is studying female hyena anatomy important
for science?
A: Studying female hyena anatomy provides insights into their unique
behaviors, social structures, and adaptations, which are crucial for



understanding their ecology and conservation needs.
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  hyena female anatomy: Hypospadias and Genital Development Laurence S. Baskin, 2012-12-06
This book focuses on the current basic science research of hypospadias and genital development.
Congenital anomalies of the genitalia are the second most common birth abnormality besides
congenital heart defects. Genital anomalies come in many varieties with the most common
abnormality being hypospadias. The etiology of hypospadias remains unknown and the incidence is
doubling in western countries with no definable explanation. It therefore seems especially germane
to study this common congenital anomaly with a baseline incidence of 1/125-250 newborn males.
  hyena female anatomy: Evolution, Gender, and Rape Cheryl Brown Travis, 2003 Explains
the flaws and limitations of a strictly biological model of rape, and argues that traditionally
stereotyped gender roles are grounded more in culture than in differing biological reproductive
roles. [back cover].
  hyena female anatomy: Tranimacies Eliza Steinbock, Marianna Szczygielska, Anthony Clair
Wagner, 2021-05-24 Tranimacies is a neologism that pushes and pulls together transness and
animality so as to better germinate unruly, wily, perverse relationships between them, and their
spawn. Through tranimacies the book aims at rethinking the linking of liberation struggles amongst
former colonized peoples and lands, minoritized genders and sexualities, racially marked persons
and non-human animals, and does so in a variety of geopolitical and temporal sites. This rich
compendium includes original scholarship and dialogues as well as poetry, comix, bioart, and
performance documentation. The composite term of tranimacies enmeshes several everyday and
scholarly concepts: transgender, animal, animacy, intimacies. This edited volume’s bundle of
theoretical and artistic works insists on the beating heart of embodied experiences and political
pulses at the core of these concepts. The authors show that tranimacies are spread throughout what
Mel Y. Chen describes as the animacy hierarchies that delimit zones of possibility and agency,
confounding the vertical order with transversal movements. As an intervention into the burgeoning
debates within and across trans, animal, critical race, and posthuman studies this publication seeks
to destabilize the logic of turns in critical theory, and through sticky intimacies uncover how
animality, race, and gender underscore the humanist production of meanings. By taking a decolonial
approach (in the main, but not exclusively) the authors hope to shift debates in animal studies
towards accounting for and delinking from colonial mentalities. Three poems interweave our
selection of chapters, which together forge three lines of inquiry defined by a certain ethos:
transhistories of the present, lessons from the bestiary, and #animatingephemera. The chapters in
this book were originally published as a special issue of Angelaki.
  hyena female anatomy: Dominance and Delusion Marc A. Curtis, 2023-12-12 WHY DO WE
DO THE THINGS WE DO? WHY DO WE THINK THE WAY WE DO? Why do we think we are special?
Why do we think we are rational? Why do we think we are the culmination of evolution? WHY DO
WE BEHAVE THE WAY WE DO? Why do we have war? Why do we have dictators? Why do we have
cults Why do we have criminals? wHY DO WE BELIEVE THE THINGS WE DO? Why do we believe in
astrology? Why do we believe in religion? WHY ARE WE THE WAY WE ARE? Why are we bipedal?
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Why are we hairless Why are we intelligent? There are answers to all these whys. That is what this
book is all about.
  hyena female anatomy: Gender and Sexuality in Critical Animal Studies Amber E. George,
2021-03-24 Gender and Sexuality in Critical Animal Studies explores nonhuman animals’
experiences of gender, physiological sex, and sexuality while in nature and captivity. The
contributors analyze nonhuman oppression issues such as reproductive freedom, deconstructing
dichotomous thinking, and promoting animal liberation within and beyond the academy. The
scholar-activists featured in this collection investigate injustice in news stories, literature, and other
media that shape human perceptions and treatment toward nonhumans. Each chapter confronts
problematic social constructions of gender, physiological sex, or sexuality by applying literary
theory, cultural studies, disability studies, queer studies, ecocriticism, and more to promote justice
and equity for nonhuman animals.
  hyena female anatomy: Reproduction in Mammals Virginia Hayssen, Teri J. Orr, 2017-10-27 A
fascinating look at the diverse reproductive strategies of numerous female mammals, from hyenas to
goats, kangaroos to whales. Newborn mammals can weigh as little as a dime or as much as a
motorcycle. Some receive milk for only a few days, whereas others nurse for years. Humans typically
have only one baby at a time following nine months of pregnancy, but other mammals have twenty or
more young after only a few weeks in utero. What causes this incredible reproductive diversity? In
Reproduction in Mammals, Virginia Hayssen and Teri J. Orr present readers with a fascinating
examination of the varied reproductive strategies of a broad spectrum of mammals, from marsupials
to whales. This unique book's comprehensive coverage gathers stories from many taxa into a single,
cohesive perspective that centers on the reproductive lives of females. The authors shed light on a
number of intriguing questions, including • do bigger moms have bigger babies? • do primates have
longer pregnancies than other groups? • does habitat influence animals' reproductive patterns? • do
carnivores typically produce larger litters than prey species? The book opens with the authors'
definition of what constitutes a female perspective and an examination of the evolution of
reproduction in mammals. It then outlines the typical individual mammalian female: her genetics,
anatomy, and physiology. Taking a nuanced approach, Hayssen and Orr describe the female
reproductive cycle and explore female mammals' interactions with males and offspring. Readers will
come away from this thought-provoking book with an understanding of not only how reproduction
fits into the lives of female mammals but also how biology has affected the enormously diverse
reproductive patterns of the phenotypes we observe today.
  hyena female anatomy: Evolution and Human Sexual Behavior Peter B. Gray, Justin R. Garcia,
2013-04-15 A comprehensive survey of the evolutionary science of human sexual behavior, Evolution
and Human Sexual Behavior invites us to imagine human sex from the vantage point of our primate
cousins, in order to underscore the role of evolution in shaping all that happens, biologically and
behaviorally, when romantic passions are aroused.
  hyena female anatomy: Carnivore Behavior, Ecology, and Evolution John L. Gittleman,
2019-05-15 Because carnivores are at the top of the food chain, their status is an important indicator
of the health of the world ecosystem. They are intensely interesting to zoologists and uniquely
intriguing to the general public. Devoted primarily to terrestrial carnivores, this volume focuses on
such themes as carnivore reintroduction programs and the ethics of studying carnivores, drawing
examples from a variety of species. The need to evaluate new conceptual ideas and empirical data
inspired this volume of Carnivore Behavior, Ecology, and Evolution, a complement to the original
book. In the eight years since publication of the first volume, conservation has emerged as a
thematic imperative. The study of carnivores has become even more important in raising and
resolving crucial biological problems. Differential rates of mortality in the giant panda and other
endangered carnivores are now known to influence dispersal and life history patterns basic to these
species' survival. Reintroduction efforts of the black-footed ferret and the red wolf are establishing
essential guidelines for preservation and management of endangered species. Studies of the African
lion and the dwarf mongoose illustrate the power of new genetic techniques of DNA fingerprinting



for understanding the evolution of social behavior.
  hyena female anatomy: Zoo Animal and Wildlife Immobilization and Anesthesia Gary
West, Darryl Heard, Nigel Caulkett, 2025-01-10 A new and updated edition of the classic reference
to animal and wildlife anesthesia Zoo Animal and Wildlife Immobilization and Anesthesia, Third
Edition offers a thoroughly updated edition of this comprehensive reference to anesthetic techniques
in captive and free-ranging wild species. Featuring 57 species-specific chapters covering animals
both common and uncommon, the book includes both the basic principles of capturing,
anesthetizing, and monitoring these animals and species-specific considerations. All chapters have
been thoroughly updated to reflect new information and references. The definitive reference for
delivering anesthesia to zoo and wild animals, the book presents the gold standard for all aspects of
anesthesia in a variety of settings. This Third Edition: Offers a fully updated new edition of the
gold-standard reference to immobilization and anesthesia in captive and free-ranging wildlife
Presents 57 species-specific chapters covering all aspects of anesthetizing zoo and wild animals,
ranging from commonly treated animals to rare species Focuses on providing exceptional health
care to wild and zoo animals Fully updated throughout to present new information, advances, and
references Features full color photographs to demonstrate the concepts discussed Zoo Animal and
Wildlife Immobilization and Anesthesia is an essential guide for zoo and wildlife practitioners,
veterinary professionals, and veterinary students, as well as wildlife or conservation biologists.
  hyena female anatomy: Primate Encounters Shirley C. Strum, Linda Marie Fedigan, 2000 A
study of primatology, discussing its history, the scientists in the field, and the issues that have
shaped its development, particularly gender, technology, and the media.
  hyena female anatomy: Hyena Mikita Brottman, 2013-02-15 Hyenas are almost universally
regarded as nasty, scheming charlatans that skulk in the back alleyways of the animal kingdom.
They have been scorned for centuries as little more than scavenging carrion-eaters, vandals, and
thieves. Here to restore the Hyena’s reputation is Mikita Brottman, who offers an alternate view of
these mistreated and misunderstood creatures and proves that they are complex, intelligent, and
highly sociable animals. Investigating representations of the hyena throughout history, Brottman
divulges that the hyena, though shrouded in taboo, has been the source of talismanic objects since
the ancient Greek and Roman empires. She discovers that many cultures use parts of the
hyena—from excrement and blood to genitalia and hair—to make charms that both avert evil and
promote fertility. Brottman also considers representations of hyenas in today’s popular fiction,
including The Lion King and The Life of Pi,where they are often depicted as villains, cowardly
henchmen, or clowns, while ignoring their more noble qualities. Rightly returning hyenas to their
proper place in the animal pantheon, this richly illustrated book will be enjoyed by any animal lover
with an interest in the unusual and offbeat.
  hyena female anatomy: Primate Sexuality Alan F. Dixson, 1998 Primate Sexuality is a
uniquely comprehensive synthesis of our knowledge about the sexual behaviour of primates. In it,
Alan Dixson reviews and integrates both the evolutionary biology and the physiological basis of
sexual behaviour across the whole spectrum of primates, from prosimians tohumans. Covering
almost every aspect of primate sexuality, the book begins with an analysis of the history of research
into primate sexual behaviour. Several chapters discuss the complex array of mating systems
exhibited by primates, and the bewildering range of tactics which influence sexualinteractions
withing mating systems, and, ultimately, reproductive success. Sex selection, sperm competition,
and the evolution of sexual dimorphism are explored. The book also reviews our current knowledge
of the physiological aspects of sexuality, such as the sexual differentiation of the brain,hormonal
mechanisms, the ovarian cycle, and the neuroendocrinal regulation of sexual behaviour. No other
book written on the subject of primate sexuality exhibits such comparative breadth or technical
depth. Dixson has been working on primates for almost 30 years, and has put together
anoutstanding volume, drawing on and collating work spread across more than 2000 references. The
work is illustrated throughout with hundreds of original drawings and figures. It will be welcomed
by zoologists, anthropologists, and psychologists researching the sexual behaviour of primates, as



well asby psychiatrists and clinicians with an interest in human sexuality.
  hyena female anatomy: Hen's Teeth and Horse's Toes: Further Reflections in Natural History
Stephen Jay Gould, 2010-11-29 Lively and fascinating. . . . [Gould] writes beautifully about science
and the wonders of nature.—Tracy Kidder Over a century after Darwin published the Origin of
Species, Darwinian theory is in a vibrantly healthy state, writes Stephen Jay Gould, its most
engaging and illuminating exponent. Exploring the peculiar and mysterious particulars of nature,
Gould introduces the reader to some of the many and wonderful manifestations of evolutionary
biology.
  hyena female anatomy: Beta-Globulins—Advances in Research and Application: 2013 Edition ,
2013-06-21 Beta-Globulins—Advances in Research and Application: 2013 Edition is a
ScholarlyEditions™ book that delivers timely, authoritative, and comprehensive information about
Transferrin. The editors have built Beta-Globulins—Advances in Research and Application: 2013
Edition on the vast information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can expect the information about
Transferrin in this book to be deeper than what you can access anywhere else, as well as
consistently reliable, authoritative, informed, and relevant. The content of Beta-Globulins—Advances
in Research and Application: 2013 Edition has been produced by the world’s leading scientists,
engineers, analysts, research institutions, and companies. All of the content is from peer-reviewed
sources, and all of it is written, assembled, and edited by the editors at ScholarlyEditions™ and
available exclusively from us. You now have a source you can cite with authority, confidence, and
credibility. More information is available at http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.
  hyena female anatomy: Encyclopedia of Animal Behavior , 2009-04-01 The Encyclopedia of
Animal Behavior, Three Volume Set has engaged with great success the efforts of many of the best
behavioral biologists of the 21st century. Section editors drawn from the most accomplished
behavioral scientists of their generation have enrolled an international cast of highly respected
thinkers and writers all of whom have taken great care and joy in illuminating every imaginable
corner of animal behavior. This comprehensive work covers not only the usual topics such as
communication, learning, sexual selection, navigation, and the history of the field, but also emerging
topics in cognition, animal welfare, conservation, and applications of animal behavior. The large
section on animal cognition brings together many of the world's experts on the subject to provide a
comprehensive overview of this rapidly developing area. Chapters relating to animal welfare give a
full view of behavioral interactions of humans with companion animals, farm animals, and animals in
the wild. The key role of animal behavior in conservation biology receives broad attention, including
chapters on topics such as the effects of noise pollution, captive breeding, and how the behavioral
effects of parasites interacts with conservation issues. Animal behavior in environmental biology is
highlighted in chapters on the effects of endocrine disruptors on behavior and a large number of
chapters on key species, such as wolves, chimpanzees, hyenas and sharks. Clear, accessible writing
complements a wealth of information for undergraduate college students about the essential
concepts of animal behavior and the application of those concepts across the field. In-depth
coverage of concepts, methods, and exemplar organisms serves the needs of graduate students and
professionals in the field. From the use of behavior in assessing the welfare of pigs to the social
behavior of insects, from animal empathy to bat brains, this authoritative reference, with its in-depth
introductory articles, rich array of illustrations, interactive cross-referenced links, and numerous
suggested readings, can guide the student or the professional to an expanded appreciation of the
far-flung world of animal behavior. An invaluable tool for teaching and a source of enrichment and
detail for any topic covered in an animal behavior course, the Encyclopedia of Animal Behavior is the
definitive reference work in its field and will be for years to come. Comprehensive work which
covers the usual topics along with emerging areas of animal behavior This encyclopedia contains
clear, accessible writing and is well illustrated, including an online video, complimenting a wealth of
information As an online reference, this work will be subject to period updating. This ensures that
the work always remains current Contains in-depth introductions to the material that make each
well-illustrated section come alive with the best the new content the discipline has to offer Glossary



includes a compendium of behavioral terms that form a succinct mosaic of virtually every concept
and phenomenon related to animal behavior Section editors, drawn from around the world,
represent the best and the brightest among today's behavioral biologists and have recruited a broad
range of internationally recognized experts Editors-in-Chief are experienced scientists and writers
who between them have authored or edited eight books and teach courses in animal behavior at
their respective universities
  hyena female anatomy: Reproduction Nick Hopwood, Rebecca Flemming, Lauren Kassell,
2018-12-06 From contraception to cloning and pregnancy to populations, reproduction presents
urgent challenges today. This field-defining history synthesizes a vast amount of scholarship to take
the long view. Spanning from antiquity to the present day, the book focuses on the Mediterranean,
western Europe, North America and their empires. It combines history of science, technology and
medicine with social, cultural and demographic accounts. Ranging from the most intimate
experiences to planetary policy, it tells new stories and revises received ideas. An international team
of scholars asks how modern 'reproduction' - an abstract process of perpetuating living organisms -
replaced the old 'generation' - the active making of humans and beasts, plants and even minerals.
Striking illustrations invite readers to explore artefacts, from an ancient Egyptian fertility figurine to
the announcement of the first test-tube baby. Authoritative and accessible, Reproduction offers
students and non-specialists an essential starting point and sets fresh agendas for research.
  hyena female anatomy: The Frontiers of Ancient Science Brooke Holmes, Klaus-Dietrich
Fischer, 2015-03-30 Our understanding of science, mathematics, and medicine today can be deeply
enriched by studying the historical roots of these areas of inquiry in the ancient Near East and
Mediterranean. The fields of ancient science and mathematics have in recent years witnessed
remarkable growth. The present volume brings together contributions from more than thirty of the
most important scholars working in these fields in the United States and Europe in honor of the
eminent historian of ancient science and medicine Heinrich von Staden, Professor Emeritus of
Classics and History of Science at the Institute of Advanced Study and William Lampson Professor
Emeritus of Classics and Comparative Literature at Yale University. The papers range widely from
Mesopotamia to Ancient Greece and Rome, from the first millennium B.C. to the early medieval
period, and from mathematics to philosophy, mechanics to medicine, representing both a wide
diversity of national traditions and the cutting edge of the international scholarly community.
  hyena female anatomy: The Dawn of the Deed John A. Long, 2020-03-04 [A] deliciously
written account of the evolution of sex, in all of its bizarre manifestations by a noted
paleontologist—Read, blush, and enjoy! (Jared Diamond, author of Guns, Germs, and Steel). We all
know about the birds and the bees, but what about the ancient placoderm fishes and the dinosaurs?
In 2008, paleontologist John A. Long and a team of researchers announced their discovery of a
380-million-year-old placoderm fish fossil, known as the mother fish, which revealed the earliest
known example of internal fertilization. As a result, placoderms are now considered to be the first
species to have had intimate sexual reproduction, or sex as we know it—sort of. Inspired by this
incredible find, Long began a quest to uncover the evolutionary history of copulation and
insemination. In The Dawn of the Deed, he takes readers on a lively tour through the sex lives of
ancient fish and the unusual mating habits of arthropods, tortoises, and even a well-endowed
Argentine Duck. Long discusses these discoveries alongside what we know about reproductive
biology and evolutionary theory, using the fossil record to provide a provocative account of
prehistoric sex. The Dawn of the Deed also explores fascinating revelations about animal
reproduction, from homosexual penguins to monogamous seahorses to the difficulties of dinosaur
romance.
  hyena female anatomy: Morphological Variation in a Durophagous Carnivore, the
Spotted Hyena, Crocuta Crocuta Teresa Lynn McElhinny, 2009
  hyena female anatomy: Humans and Hyenas Keith Somerville, 2021-03-18 Humans and
Hyenas examines the origins and development of the relationship between the two to present an
accurate and realistic picture of the hyena and its interactions with people. The hyena is one of the



most maligned, misrepresented and defamed mammals. It is still, despite decades of research-led
knowledge, seen as a skulking, cowardly scavenger rather than a successful hunter with complex
family and communal systems. Hyenas are portrayed as sex-shifting deviants, grave robbers and
attackers of children in everything from African folk tales through Greek and Roman accounts of
animal life, to Disney’s The Lion King depicting hyenas with a lack of respect and disgust, despite
the reality of their behaviour and social structures. Combining the personal, in-depth mining of
scientific papers about the three main species and historical accounts, Keith Somerville delves into
our relationship with hyenas from the earliest records from millennia ago, through the accounts by
colonisers, to contemporary coexistence, where hyenas and humans are forced into ever closer
proximity due to shrinking habitats and loss of prey. Are hyenas fated to retain their bad image or
can their amazing ability to adapt to humans more successfully than lions and other predators lead
to a shift in perspective? This book will be of great interest to students and scholars in the
environmental sciences, conservation biology, and wildlife and conservation issues.
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