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cast of anatomy of a scandal is a compelling exploration of the intricate relationships and moral dilemmas
faced by its characters. This gripping series, adapted from Sarah Vaughan's novel, delves into the world of
political scandals and personal betrayals, featuring a talented ensemble that brings these complex narratives
to life. The cast is pivotal in portraying the nuanced emotions and ethical conflicts that arise in the story,
making it a standout production. In this article, we will take a detailed look at the cast of "Anatomy of a
Scandal," highlighting their backgrounds, roles, and contributions to the series. We will also explore the
show's themes, critical reception, and how the performances have been received by audiences and critics
alike.
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Overview of the Series
"Anatomy of a Scandal" is a British thriller series that made its debut on Netflix in 2022. The show is
centered on a high-profile political scandal involving a prominent politician accused of a grave crime. It
intricately weaves together elements of legal drama and personal conflict, presenting a narrative that
challenges viewers to confront moral ambiguities and the complexities of power dynamics. The series has
garnered attention not only for its engaging plot but also for its stellar cast, who bring depth to their
characters and elevate the storytelling.



Main Cast Members
The main cast of "Anatomy of a Scandal" features several acclaimed actors, each selected for their ability to
convey the emotional weight of their roles. Their performances are crucial in articulating the themes of
betrayal, trust, and the quest for justice that permeate the series.

Michelle Dockery as Sophie Whitehouse
Michelle Dockery stars as Sophie Whitehouse, the elegant and poised wife of the protagonist, James
Whitehouse. Sophie is portrayed as a woman grappling with the reality of her husband's alleged crimes
while navigating the public scrutiny that follows. Dockery's performance is both powerful and nuanced,
showcasing Sophie's evolution from a supportive spouse to a woman seeking truth and justice for herself
and her family.

Rupert Friend as James Whitehouse
Rupert Friend plays James Whitehouse, a charismatic politician whose life unravels when he is accused of
a serious crime. Friend masterfully embodies the complexity of James, portraying him as both a seemingly
devoted husband and a man hiding dark secrets. His character's duality is a focal point of the narrative,
drawing viewers into the moral dilemmas at play.

Sienna Miller as Kate Woodcroft
Sienna Miller takes on the role of Kate Woodcroft, the prosecuting barrister determined to seek justice in
the case against James Whitehouse. Miller's portrayal of Kate is fierce and passionate, representing the legal
system's pursuit of truth amidst personal and professional challenges. Her character's strong moral compass
and dedication to her work add significant depth to the series.

Supporting Cast
In addition to the main characters, "Anatomy of a Scandal" features a talented supporting cast that enriches
the storytelling. Each actor contributes to the narrative's complexity and emotional resonance.

Other Notable Characters

Naomi Scott as Olivia Lytton: Olivia is a young intern whose involvement with James becomes
central to the scandal. Scott's portrayal brings freshness and intensity to the role.



Geoffrey Streatfeild as Tom Southern: Tom is a close friend of James and provides insights into the
political landscape, showcasing the impact of the scandal on personal relationships.

Josette Simon as Angela Regan: Angela serves as a moral anchor in the story, representing the voices
often marginalized in such scandals.

Character Analysis
Understanding the characters in "Anatomy of a Scandal" is essential to appreciating the series' depth. Each
character represents a facet of the moral questions posed by the plot.

Complex Motivations
Each character's motivations are intricately woven into the narrative, driving the plot forward while also
illuminating broader societal issues. Sophie's struggle between loyalty and self-preservation, James's fight
for redemption, and Kate's unwavering commitment to justice reflect the multifaceted nature of human
behavior in the face of scandal.

Relationships and Conflicts
The relationships among the characters are fraught with tension and conflict, creating a rich tapestry of
interactions that heighten the drama. The dynamics between Sophie, James, and Kate illustrate the
personal stakes involved in the public scandal, making the viewer question where loyalty lies and how far
individuals will go to protect their interests.

Thematic Elements
The series explores several themes that resonate deeply with audiences, including the nature of truth, the
consequences of power, and the impact of societal judgment. These themes are skillfully depicted through
the characters' journeys and the unfolding narrative.

Power and Corruption
One of the central themes is the exploration of power and its corrupting influence. The series highlights
how political figures often manipulate their status to evade accountability, raising questions about justice
and integrity.



Gender Dynamics
The show also addresses gender dynamics in the political and legal arenas, particularly through the
characters of Sophie and Kate. Their experiences reflect the challenges faced by women in positions of
power and the societal expectations that often constrain their choices.

Critical Reception
"Anatomy of a Scandal" has received critical acclaim for its writing, direction, and performances. Critics
have praised the way it handles sensitive topics while maintaining a gripping narrative that keeps viewers
engaged. The performances of the lead actors, particularly Dockery, Friend, and Miller, have been
highlighted as standout elements of the series.

Audience Response
The audience response has been overwhelmingly positive, with many viewers drawn to the show's
intricate storytelling and character development. The moral complexities presented in the series have
sparked discussions about real-world implications, particularly in the context of political scandals and societal
expectations.

Conclusion
The cast of "Anatomy of a Scandal" plays a crucial role in bringing this compelling story to life. Through
their performances, they explore the intricate layers of human emotion, moral dilemmas, and the impact of
public scrutiny. The series not only captivates with its thrilling plot but also prompts viewers to reflect on
the nature of truth and justice in our society. As the cast continues to garner praise for their outstanding
work, "Anatomy of a Scandal" stands as a significant commentary on the complexities of modern life.

Q: Who are the main characters in "Anatomy of a Scandal"?
A: The main characters include Sophie Whitehouse, portrayed by Michelle Dockery; James Whitehouse,
played by Rupert Friend; and Kate Woodcroft, enacted by Sienna Miller. Each character plays a vital role
in the unfolding scandal and its consequences.

Q: What themes are explored in "Anatomy of a Scandal"?
A: The series explores themes such as power and corruption, gender dynamics, and the nature of truth and
justice. These elements are intricately woven into the characters' journeys and the overarching narrative.



Q: How has the cast been received by critics?
A: The cast has received widespread acclaim for their performances, particularly Michelle Dockery, Rupert
Friend, and Sienna Miller. Critics have praised their ability to convey the emotional depth and complexities
of their characters.

Q: Is "Anatomy of a Scandal" based on a book?
A: Yes, "Anatomy of a Scandal" is adapted from the novel of the same name by Sarah Vaughan. The series
captures the essence of the book while adding visual and emotional depth.

Q: What is the significance of the title "Anatomy of a Scandal"?
A: The title signifies the detailed exploration of the scandal at its core, dissecting the events and
ramifications that arise from it. It emphasizes the series' focus on the complexities of human behavior in the
face of public scrutiny.

Q: Where can I watch "Anatomy of a Scandal"?
A: "Anatomy of a Scandal" is available for streaming on Netflix. Viewers can access the series as part of their
subscription to the platform.

Q: How many episodes are in "Anatomy of a Scandal"?
A: The series consists of six episodes, each contributing to the unfolding narrative and character
development throughout the storyline.

Q: What is the overall reception of "Anatomy of a Scandal"?
A: The series has been well-received by both critics and audiences, noted for its engaging storytelling,
strong performances, and thought-provoking themes related to morality, power, and justice.

Q: Are there any notable supporting characters in the series?
A: Yes, notable supporting characters include Olivia Lytton, played by Naomi Scott, and Tom Southern,
portrayed by Geoffrey Streatfeild. Each adds depth to the narrative and influences the main characters' arcs.



Q: What production company is behind "Anatomy of a Scandal"?
A: "Anatomy of a Scandal" was produced by Sony Pictures Television in association with Netflix,
showcasing a collaboration that has led to a high-quality production.
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  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Invisible Stars Donna Halper, 2015-02-11 Invisible Stars was
the first book to recognize that women have always played an important part in American electronic
media. The emphasis is on social history, as the author skillfully explains how the changing role of
women in different eras influenced their participation in broadcasting. This is not just the story of
radio stars or broadcast journalists, but a social history of women both on and off the air. Beginning
in the early 1920s with the emergence of radio, the book chronicles the ambivalence toward women
in broadcasting during the 1930s and 1940s, the gradual change in status of women in the 1950s
and 1960s, the increased presence of women in broadcasting in the 1970s, and the successes of
women in broadcasting in the 1980s and 1990s. The second edition is expanded to include the social
and political changes that occurred in the 2000s, such as the growing number of women talk show
hosts; changing attitudes about women in leadership roles in business; more about minority women
in media; and women in sports and women sports announcers. The author addresses the question of
whether women are in fact no longer invisible in electronic media. She provides an assessment of
where progress for women (in society as well as broadcasting) can be seen, and where progress
appears totally stalled.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Difficult Women on Television Drama Isabel Pinedo,
2021-02-15 Difficult Women on Television Drama analyses select case studies from international TV
dramas to examine the unresolved feminist issues they raise or address: equal labor force
participation, the demand for sexual pleasure and freedom, opposition to sexual and domestic
violence, and the need for intersectional approaches. Drawing on examples from The Killing, Orange
is the New Black, Big Little Lies, Wentworth, Outlander, Westworld, Being Mary Jane, Queen Sugar,
Vida, and other television dramas with a focus on complex female characters, this book illustrates
how female creative control in key production roles (direct authorship) together with industrial
imperatives and a conducive cultural context (indirect authorship) are necessary to produce feminist
texts. Placed within the larger context of a rise in feminist activism and political participation by
women; the growing embrace of a feminist identity; and the ascendance of post-feminism, this book
reconsiders the unfinished nature of feminist struggle(s) and suggests the need for a broader sweep
of economic change. This book is a must-read for scholars of media and communication studies;
television and film studies; cultural studies; American studies; sociology of gender and sexualities;
women and gender studies; and international film, media and cinema studies.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: The Cultural Politics of Colorblind TV Casting Kristen J. Warner,
2015-06-05 This book fills a significant gap in the critical conversation on race in media by extending
interrogations of racial colorblindness in American television to the industrial practices that shape
what we see on screen. Specifically, it frames the practice of colorblind casting as a potent lens for
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examining the interdependence of 21st century post-racial politics and popular culture. Applying a
‘production as culture’ approach to a series of casting case studies from American primetime
dramatic television, including ABC’s Grey’s Anatomy and The CW’s The Vampire Diaries, Kristen
Warner complicates our understanding of the cultural processes that inform casting and expounds
the aesthetic and pragmatic industrial viewpoints that perpetuate limiting or downright exclusionary
hiring norms. She also examines the material effects of actors of color who knowingly participate in
this system and justify their limited roles as a consequence of employment, and finally speculates on
what alternatives, if any, are available to correct these practices. Warner’s insights are a valuable
addition to scholarship in media industry studies, critical race theory, ethnic studies, and audience
reception, and will also appeal to those with a general interest in race in popular culture.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: 3 Decades of Television Library of Congress. Motion Picture,
Broadcasting, and Recorded Sound Division, 1989
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Media Scandals James Lull, Stephen Hinerman, 1997 By
exploring how scandals fuel mass media and popular culture, this book should stimulate discussion
about the subject.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Double Crossed Frederick W. Gooding Jr., 2025-04-21 Despite
Hollywood’s recent efforts to appeal to more racially diverse audiences, mainstream movies
routinely present a limited view of non-Whites generally, and Black women specifically, in stark
contrast to the broadly developed spectrum of White characters. Black women characters are
frequently rendered invisible, and even in films featuring their image, Black women characters too
often fall prey to historically stereotypical patterns. These consistently marginalized Black female
images serve to reflect and reinforce messages of racial imbalance distributed worldwide. In Double
Crossed: Black Female Intersectionality in Hollywood, author Frederick W. Gooding Jr. chronicles
the Black female experience through the lens of Hollywood. Gooding begins by contextualizing the
origins of early Black female imagery on screen, largely restricted to the domestic mammy figure,
then traces how these images have shifted over time. Through close readings of such films as Gone
with the Wind, Bringing Down the House, The Princess and the Frog, and The Help, as well as case
studies looking at Oprah Winfrey and Shonda Rhimes, Gooding considers not only the image the
Black woman creates, but also the shadow she casts. This volume demonstrates the historical,
economic, and social consequences of Hollywood’s distorted representation of Black women on
screen and in real life.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Horrible White People Taylor Nygaard, Jorie Lagerwey,
2020-11-24 Examines the bleak television comedies that illustrate the obsession of the white left
with its own anxiety and suffering At the same time that right-wing political figures like Donald
Trump were elected and reactionary socio-economic policies like Brexit were voted into law,
representations of bleakly comic white fragility spread across television screens. American and
British programming that featured the abjection of young, middle-class, liberal white people—such
as Broad City, Casual, You’re the Worst, Catastrophe, Fleabag, and Transparent—proliferated to
wide popular acclaim in the 2010s. Taylor Nygaard and Jorie Lagerwey track how these shows of the
white left, obsessed with its own anxiety and suffering, are complicit in the rise and maintenance of
the far right—particularly in the mobilization, representation, and sustenance of structural white
supremacy on television. Nygaard and Lagerwey examine a cycle of dark television comedies, the
focus of which are “horrible white people,” by putting them in conversation with similar upmarket
comedies from creators and casts of color like Insecure, Atlanta, Dear White People, and Master of
None. Through their analysis, they demonstrate the ways these non-white-centric shows negotiate
prestige TV’s dominant aesthetics of whiteness and push back against the centering of white
suffering in a time of cultural crisis. Through the lens of media analysis and feminist cultural studies,
Nygaard and Lagerwey’s book opens up new ways of looking at contemporary television
consumption—and the political, cultural, and social repercussions of these “horrible white people”
shows, both on- and off-screen.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Catalog of Copyright Entries. Fourth Series Library of



Congress. Copyright Office, 1980
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Reel Inequality Nancy Wang Yuen, 2016-12-12 When the 2016
Oscar acting nominations all went to whites for the second consecutive year, #OscarsSoWhite
became a trending topic. Yet these enduring racial biases afflict not only the Academy Awards, but
also Hollywood as a whole. Why do actors of color, despite exhibiting talent and bankability,
continue to lag behind white actors in presence and prominence? Reel Inequality examines the
structural barriers minority actors face in Hollywood, while shedding light on how they survive in a
racist industry. The book charts how white male gatekeepers dominate Hollywood, breeding a
culture of ethnocentric storytelling and casting. Nancy Wang Yuen interviewed nearly a hundred
working actors and drew on published interviews with celebrities, such as Viola Davis, Chris Rock,
Gina Rodriguez, Oscar Isaac, Lucy Liu, and Ken Jeong, to explore how racial stereotypes categorize
and constrain actors. Their stories reveal the day-to-day racism actors of color experience in talent
agents’ offices, at auditions, and on sets. Yuen also exposes sexist hiring and programming
practices, highlighting the structural inequalities that actors of color, particularly women, continue
to face in Hollywood. This book not only conveys the harsh realities of racial inequality in Hollywood,
but also provides vital insights from actors who have succeeded on their own terms, whether by
sidestepping the system or subverting it from within. Considering how their struggles impact
real-world attitudes about race and diversity, Reel Inequality follows actors of color as they suffer,
strive, and thrive in Hollywood.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Catalogue of Title-entries of Books and Other Articles
Entered in the Office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, Under the Copyright
Law ... Wherein the Copyright Has Been Completed by the Deposit of Two Copies in the
Office Library of Congress. Copyright Office, 1980
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Black Social Television Sherri M. Williams, 2024-12-15 In this
book, Sherri Williams explores the digital activism of the Black social TV audience, a subset of Black
Twitter. In addition to demands for social equality and shifts in social justice, Williams argues, the
Black social TV audience advocated for a representation revolution in television, leading to some
shows being blocked from airing, some being taken off the air, and others even being revived.
Williams positions this activism as an extension of Black people's historic advocacy related to the use
of their image, dating back a century to when the NAACP attempted to block screenings of the
notoriously racist 1915 film The Birth of a Nation. This book details how Black audiences' use of
social media impacted the way television is watched, developed, and produced through digital
discourse and activism, primarily on Twitter (now known as X). Williams also demonstrates how
Black content directors, like Justin Simien and Quinta Brunson, used social networks to develop their
content and loyalty among audiences to ultimately bypass Hollywood's traditional gatekeepers.
Finally, the book touches on contemporary events, such as the COVID pandemic and Elon Musk's
acquisition of Twitter, have affected the ways in which Black content creators engage with their
content and audience and vice versa. Scholars of television studies, social media studies, cultural
studies, and sociology will find this book particularly useful.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Focus On: 100 Most Popular Fox Network Shows Wikipedia
contributors,
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Technically Wrong: Sexist Apps, Biased Algorithms, and
Other Threats of Toxic Tech Sara Wachter-Boettcher, 2017-10-10 “An entertaining romp that tells
us where and why the tech industry, once America’s darling, went wrong, and what it might do to
recover its good graces.” —Tim Wu, author of The Master Switch Buying groceries, tracking our
health, finding a date: whatever we want to do, odds are that we can now do it online. But few of us
realize just how many oversights, biases, and downright ethical nightmares are baked inside the
tech products we use every day. It’s time we change that. In Technically Wrong, Sara
Wachter-Boettcher demystifies the tech industry, leaving those of us on the other side of the screen
better prepared to make informed choices about the services we use—and to demand more from the
companies behind them. A Wired Top Tech Book of the Year A Fast Company Best Business and



Leadership Book of the Year
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: The Encyclopedia of Hollywood Film Actors Barry Monush,
2003-04-01 For decades, Screen World has been the film professional's, as well as the film buff's,
favorite and indispensable annual screen resource, full of all the necessary statistics and facts. Now
Screen World editor Barry Monush has compiled another comprehensive work for every film lover's
library. In the first of two volumes, this book chronicles the careers of every significant film actor,
from the earliest silent screen stars – Chaplin, Pickford, Fairbanks – to the mid-1960s, when the old
studio and star systems came crashing down. Each listing includes: a brief biography, photos from
the famed Screen World archives, with many rare shots; vital statistics; a comprehensive
filmography; and an informed, entertaining assessment of each actor's contributions – good or bad!
In addition to every major player, Monush includes the legions of unjustly neglected troupers of
yesteryear. The result is a rarity: an invaluable reference tool that's as much fun to read as a scandal
sheet. It pulsates with all the scandal, glamour, oddity and glory that was the lifeblood of its
subjects. Contains over 1 000 photos!
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Book Review Digest , 1964 Excerpts from and citations to
reviews of more than 8,000 books each year, drawn from coverage of 109 publications. Book Review
Digest provides citations to and excerpts of reviews of current juvenile and adult fiction and
nonfiction in the English language. Reviews of the following types of books are excluded:
government publications, textbooks, and technical books in the sciences and law. Reviews of books
on science for the general reader, however, are included. The reviews originate in a group of
selected periodicals in the humanities, social sciences, and general science published in the United
States, Canada, and Great Britain. - Publisher.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Latinas and Latinos on TV Isabel Molina-Guzmán, 2018-03-27
Since ABC’s George Lopez Show left the airwaves in 2007 as the only network television show to
feature a Latino lead, the representational landscape of Latina and Latino actors has shifted from
media invisibility toward an era of increasing inclusion. Sofia Vergara became the highest paid
woman and Latina on TV for her starring role on Modern Family. In the first successful dramedy
starring a Latina since ABC’s Ugly Betty, Gina Rodriguez gained critical acclaim for her role on the
CW’s Jane the Virgin. And the first Latina leading lady of TV, America Ferrera (Ugly Betty), returned
to TV stardom in NBC’s Superstore. This period of diversity brought U.S. Latina and Latino lives to
the screen, yet a careful look at TV comedic content and production reveals a more troubling terrain
for Latinas/os producers, writers, actors, and audiences. Interweaving discussions about the ethnic,
racial, and linguistic representations of Latinas/os within network television comedies, Isabel
Molina-Guzmán probes published interviews with producers and textual examples from hit programs
like Modern Family, The Office, and Scrubs to understand how these primetime sitcoms
communicate difference in the United States. Understanding the complex ways that audiences
interpret these programs, Molina-Guzmán situates her analysis within the Obama era, a period when
ethnicity and race became increasingly grounded in “hipster racism,” and argues that despite
increased inclusion, the feel-good imperative of TV comedies still inevitably leaves racism, sexism,
and homophobia uncontested.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: In Praise of Difficult Women Karen Karbo, 2018 Presents
information on female rule-breakers, including Josephine Baker, Jane Goodall, Margaret Cho, and
Hillary Rodham Clinton.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Broadway Actors in Films, 1894-2015 Roy Liebman,
2017-02-07 Many Broadway stars appeared in Hollywood cinema from its earliest days. Some were
19th century stage idols who reprised famous roles on film as early as 1894. One was born as early
as 1829. Another was cast in the performance during which Abraham Lincoln was assassinated. One
took her stage name from her native state. Some modern-day stars also began their careers on
Broadway before appearing in films. This book details the careers of 300 performers who went from
stage to screen in all genres of film. A few made only a single movie, others hundreds. Each entry
includes highlights of the performer's career, a list of stage appearances and a filmography.



  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Run It Like a Business Aubrey Bergauer, 2024-02-06 Featured
on Publishers Weekly 2024 Announcement Issue TEDx speaker Aubrey Bergauer—“the Steve Jobs of
classical music”—reveals how to run a successful arts business in the post-pandemic era, adapting
for-profit methods for not-for-profit goals. In the US alone, the arts are a $763 billion sector whose
100,000+ organizations serve almost every community in the nation. There’s no reason arts
organizations should struggle to make ends meet. And now, with arts-tested strategies from Aubrey
Bergauer, they won’t. This foolproof guide shows how to reach new levels of engagement—while
always putting art first. Running your arts organization like a business is your path forward to: Grow
audiences and keep them coming back again Make our organizations more inclusive Get younger
attendees in the seats and on the donor rolls Generate millions more dollars in revenue Continue to
create the art we love—without the stress of figuring out how to afford it Just because arts
organizations are non-profits doesn’t mean they shouldn’t make money; it means the money they
make goes back to fund the mission—whether that’s music, visual arts, theatre, dance, or one of
many other mediums that enrich our lives. The for-profit world knows how to achieve success across
customer engagement, user experience, company culture, the subscription economy, technology and
media, new revenue streams, and brand relevance. Run It Like a Business provides a powerful,
proven framework to help all arts organizations revitalize their economic engines and ultimately
serve the arts and its patrons.
  cast of anatomy of a scandal: Afro-Realisms and the Romances of Race Melissa
Daniels-Rauterkus, 2020-04-15 Winner of the SAMLA Studies Award Honorable Mention for the MLA
William Sanders Scarborough Prize From the 1880s to the early 1900s, a particularly turbulent
period of U.S. race relations, the African American novel provided a powerful counternarrative to
dominant and pejorative ideas about blackness. In Afro-Realisms and the Romances of Race, Melissa
Daniels-Rauterkus uncovers how black and white writers experimented with innovative narrative
strategies to revise static and stereotypical views of black identity and experience. In this
provocative and challenging book, Daniels-Rauterkus contests the long-standing idea that African
Americans did not write literary realism, along with the inverse misconception that white writers did
not make important contributions to African American literature. Taking up key works by Charles W.
Chesnutt, Frances E. W. Harper, Pauline Hopkins, William Dean Howells, and Mark Twain,
Daniels-Rauterkus argues that authors blended realism with romance, often merging mimetic and
melodramatic conventions to advocate on behalf of African Americans, challenge popular theories of
racial identity, disrupt the expectations of the literary marketplace, and widen the possibilities for
black representation in fiction. Combining literary history with close textual analysis,
Daniels-Rauterkus reads black and white writers alongside each other to demonstrate the reciprocal
nature of literary production. Moving beyond discourses of racial authenticity and cultural property,
Daniels-Rauterkus stresses the need to organize African American literature around black writers
and their meditations on blackness, but she also proposes leaving space for nonblack writers whose
use of comparable narrative strategies can facilitate reconsiderations of the complex social order
that constitutes race in America. With Afro-Realisms and the Romances of Race, Daniels-Rauterkus
expands critical understandings of American literary realism and African American literature by
destabilizing the rigid binaries that too often define discussions of race, genre, and periodization.
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