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can anatomy scan be done at 25 weeks is a common question among expectant parents who are
eager to learn more about their baby's development. Anatomy scans, also known as level 2
ultrasounds, are typically performed between 18 and 22 weeks of pregnancy, but many wonder if
they can be performed later, such as at 25 weeks. This article will explore the timing and purpose of
anatomy scans, the specifics of what can be assessed at 25 weeks, and the importance of these scans
in prenatal care. Additionally, we will discuss potential reasons for having an anatomy scan later in
pregnancy and what expectant parents should consider.
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Understanding Anatomy Scans

What is an Anatomy Scan?

An anatomy scan is a detailed ultrasound examination that typically occurs during the second
trimester of pregnancy. This scan is essential for assessing the baby's growth, development, and
well-being. During the anatomy scan, healthcare providers examine various structures and organs,
including the brain, heart, kidneys, spine, and limbs.

The primary purpose of an anatomy scan is to:

Evaluate the baby's anatomy for any potential abnormalities.

Determine the baby's gestational age and growth rate.

Check the placenta's position and amniotic fluid levels.

Identify the sex of the baby, if desired.



Understanding the importance of this scan can help parents better appreciate its role in prenatal
care and fetal monitoring.

Benefits of Anatomy Scans

Anatomy scans provide numerous benefits, including:

Early detection of congenital anomalies.

Peace of mind for parents regarding the baby's health.

Informed decision-making regarding delivery and care.

Opportunity to prepare for the baby's arrival, including necessary medical interventions.

These advantages underscore the significance of the anatomy scan as part of comprehensive
prenatal care.

Timing of Anatomy Scans

Typical Timing for Anatomy Scans

Most healthcare providers recommend conducting anatomy scans between 18 and 22 weeks of
pregnancy. This timeframe allows for optimal visualization of the fetus's anatomy while still being
early enough to address any potential issues that may arise.

During this window, the baby is typically large enough to be seen clearly, and many anatomical
structures are fully developed but not so large that they obscure viewability.

Can Anatomy Scans Be Done After 22 Weeks?

While the standard recommendation is to complete the anatomy scan before 22 weeks, it is possible
to have one after this period, including at 25 weeks. Healthcare providers may suggest a later scan
for several reasons, including:

Follow-up on previously detected issues.

Monitoring fetal growth and development.



Assessing the position of the placenta or umbilical cord.

Re-evaluating any concerns that arose during earlier scans.

It's important for expectant parents to communicate with their healthcare provider about any
concerns that lead to a later scan.

What to Expect at 25 Weeks

Ultrasound Procedure Overview

At 25 weeks, an anatomy scan will follow a similar procedure to those conducted earlier in
pregnancy. The expectant mother will lie on an examination table, and a gel will be applied to her
abdomen to facilitate the ultrasound waves. A transducer will then be moved over the belly to
capture images of the developing fetus.

During the scan, the technician will take various measurements and assess the following:

Fetal size and growth rate.

Heart rate and rhythm.

Position of the fetus.

Development of organs and structures.

Amniotic fluid levels.

These assessments help ensure that the baby is developing properly and can guide any necessary
interventions.

Limitations of Scanning at 25 Weeks

While an anatomy scan at 25 weeks can provide valuable information, there are some limitations to
consider. For instance, certain anatomical structures may be more challenging to visualize as the
fetus grows larger. Additionally, the positioning of the fetus may hinder clear imaging of specific
organs or limbs.

Consequently, if any concerns arise during the scan, a follow-up ultrasound may be needed to obtain
clearer images.



Reasons for Late Anatomy Scans

Follow-up on Previous Concerns

One of the primary reasons for scheduling an anatomy scan at 25 weeks is to follow up on previously
identified concerns. If an earlier scan indicated potential issues, healthcare providers may
recommend another ultrasound to monitor the situation closely.

This ensures that any abnormalities can be addressed promptly, providing peace of mind for
expectant parents.

Monitoring Fetal Growth

Another reason for having an anatomy scan later in pregnancy is to monitor fetal growth. If there
are concerns that the baby is not growing at the expected rate, a scan can help assess growth and
development accurately. This is crucial for ensuring that the baby is receiving adequate nutrition
and is developing properly.

Importance of Anatomy Scans in Prenatal Care

Identifying Potential Issues Early

Anatomy scans play a vital role in identifying potential issues early in pregnancy. Early detection of
congenital anomalies or growth restrictions allows healthcare providers to implement appropriate
interventions.

This can include:

Planning for specialized care at birth.

Arranging for additional monitoring throughout the pregnancy.

Providing parents with information and resources to prepare for any challenges.

Identifying these issues early helps ensure better outcomes for both the mother and baby.



Guiding Delivery Plans

The findings from an anatomy scan can significantly influence delivery plans. If potential
complications are detected, healthcare providers can plan for a safer delivery method, whether
through cesarean section or other means.

This proactive approach serves to mitigate risks and enhance the safety of both the mother and baby
during delivery.

Conclusion

In summary, while the traditional timeframe for an anatomy scan is between 18 and 22 weeks, it is
entirely possible and sometimes necessary to perform this scan at 25 weeks. Expectant parents
should understand the importance of this examination in monitoring fetal development, assessing
any potential concerns, and ensuring a healthy pregnancy. By remaining informed and
communicating with healthcare providers, parents can play an active role in their baby's prenatal
care.

Q: What happens during an anatomy scan at 25 weeks?
A: During an anatomy scan at 25 weeks, a detailed ultrasound is performed to evaluate the baby's
growth and anatomy. The technician assesses various fetal structures, including the heart, brain,
and limbs, and measures the baby's size.

Q: Is a 25-week anatomy scan as effective as an earlier one?
A: A 25-week anatomy scan can be effective, but there may be limitations in visualizing certain
structures due to the baby’s size and position. If needed, follow-up scans may be scheduled for
clearer images.

Q: Why would a doctor recommend an anatomy scan after 22
weeks?
A: Doctors may recommend a late anatomy scan to monitor previously detected issues, assess fetal
growth, or evaluate other concerns that arise during the pregnancy.

Q: Can anatomy scans detect gender at 25 weeks?
A: Yes, anatomy scans at 25 weeks can still determine the baby's gender, although the accuracy may
vary depending on the baby's position during the scan.



Q: What if abnormalities are found during the scan?
A: If abnormalities are detected during the scan, healthcare providers will discuss the findings and
may recommend further testing or monitoring to assess the situation.

Q: Are there any risks associated with having an anatomy scan
at 25 weeks?
A: Anatomy scans are considered safe and non-invasive. There are minimal risks associated with the
procedure, making it a vital component of prenatal care.

Q: How long does an anatomy scan take at 25 weeks?
A: An anatomy scan typically takes about 30 to 60 minutes, depending on the complexity of the
images needed and the cooperation of the fetus during the examination.

Q: Will I need a full bladder for the scan at 25 weeks?
A: Generally, a full bladder is not required for an anatomy scan at 25 weeks, as the fetus is larger
and easier to visualize. However, your healthcare provider will give specific instructions.

Q: What can I do to prepare for an anatomy scan at 25 weeks?
A: To prepare for an anatomy scan, you should wear comfortable clothing, and it may be helpful to
drink water beforehand to ensure a clear view of the baby during the ultrasound.

Q: How often will I have anatomy scans during my pregnancy?
A: Most pregnancies will only have one anatomy scan, typically done between 18 and 22 weeks.
However, additional scans may be scheduled if there are concerns or complications.

Can Anatomy Scan Be Done At 25 Weeks
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and Coding and legal issues in gynecologic ultrasound. Readers will come away with the information
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Medicine E-Book Charles J. Lockwood, Thomas Moore, Joshua Copel, Robert M Silver, Robert
Resnik, Judette Louis, Lorraine Dugoff, 2023-04-15 Comprehensive in scope, easy to use, and aligned
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related to the anatomical region considered. For each pathology, the various aspects of the
diagnostic-therapeutic procedure are described in details - from the clinical presentation and
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ultrasound and the use of this modality for the evaluation and treatment of infertility. Recognized
experts in the field then explore conditions that may interfere with normal conception or
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teratology, multiple gestations, ectopic pregnancy, gestational trophoblastic disease, fetal anomalies
and invasive procedures in the first trimester. This edition includes seven new chapters focusing on
the imaging of fetal development, including chapters on the first trimester fetal brain, genitourinary
tract, and diagnosis of fetal genetic syndromes. Numerous illustrations, figures, and online videos
serve as aides for understanding key concepts. First-Trimester Ultrasound, 2e is a valuable resource
for many, in or after training, in obstetrics and gynecology, radiology, emergency medicine, family
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Kupesic Plavsic, Jennifer Molokwu, 2016-03-31 This book provides physicians and trainees in the
field of Obstetrics and Gynaecology with a range of common cases seen on inpatient rounds. The
pocket-book design will suit busy trainees and professionals, with a quick reference format,
organised by topic. The book addresses wide differential diagnosis concerns and specific diagnostic
workups for common patient presentations, from normal pregnancy and potential pregnancy
complications, through to labour and delivery, postpartum and subsequent gynaecological
consultations. Compiled by leading US based specialists including recognised expert Sanja Kupesic
Plasvic, Intern Tips in Obstetrics & Gynecology assists trainees in the initial management of
obstetrics and gynaecology cases with concise, comprehensive and authoritative advice. Key points
Presents trainees with common cases seen on inpatient rounds Includes sample orders and notes to
help trainees focus on key issues Written by a US-based team of experts in the field of Obstetrics
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women. Beginning with an overview of ultrasound techniques, the following chapters discuss normal
foetal anatomy and abnormal signs, providing in depth coverage of the appearance of malformations
in different systems of the foetus’ anatomy, including gastrointestinal, urinary, thorax, skeletal and
the central nervous system. The final sections examine ultrasound of the placenta, uterus, fallopian
tubes, the umbilical cord, ovaries and much more. Separate chapters are dedicated to twins and
evaluation of benign pelvic masses. Written by an experienced specialist from Bari University
Medical School, Italy, this new edition has been fully revised and includes new information on recent
techniques such as 3D and 4D ultrasound. More than 1000 ultrasound images and illustrations
enhance the comprehensive text. Key points Second edition presenting clinicians with recent
developments in obstetric and gynaecological ultrasound Includes more than 1000 ultrasound
images and illustrations Written by expert from Bari University Medical School, Italy Previous



edition published in 2008
  can anatomy scan be done at 25 weeks: Pregnancy Tests Explained (2Nd Edition) Dr Patrick
Chia FRCOG FAFP (Mal), Dr Vijayan V FRCOG, 2023-01-29 Antenatal diagnosis has come a long
way. As newer, more accurate, and less-invasive screening tests are available, doctors must
constantly update themselves via the most recent research and publications. Good antenatal care is
essential. Over the last decade we have seen rapid advances in medical technology that allowed the
development of tools and tests essential to help reduce the risks to the mother and her developing
foetus. The high-resolution transvaginal probe, with its crystal-clear view of the foetus, now make it
possible for first-trimester diagnoses. From the perspective of the doctor, these tests will provide
vital information that will be utilised to optimise antenatal care. It will afford early and timely
intervention in terms of in utero therapy or prepare the mother for a potentially unfavourable
outcome. Owing to the introduction of newer testing techniques, we have seen a shift in screening
strategies. It has broadened the scope of antenatal testing from increasingly higher resolution
ultrasound scans to genome molecular tests. In addition, non-invasive prenatal diagnoses are
increasingly available and becoming more affordable.
  can anatomy scan be done at 25 weeks: The Baby Bump: Twins and Triplets Edition Carley
Roney, The Bump, Inc., 2012-08-03 There's a reason why more than two million women turn to
TheBump.com each month. From its sassy and straightforward tone to its honest advice and fun
visuals, the website is the go-to resource for the modern mom-to-be. Here, the experts behind The
Baby Bump bring their wisdom to moms expecting multiples. Packed with expert advice and
insights, this comprehensive guide answers the questions expectant moms are sure to have (like Are
my babies growing at the same rate? and Can they both sleep in one crib?), all enhanced with
colorful art, making it mom's essential resource as she waits for her bundles of joy.
  can anatomy scan be done at 25 weeks: Obstetric Care Martin Olsen, 2017-09-21 Textbook
enabling both trainee and experienced obstetricians to achieve exceptional obstetric care and learn
modern management techniques.
  can anatomy scan be done at 25 weeks: Textbook on High-Risk Pregnancy for
Postgraduates Firoza Begum, 2022-10-31 A high-risk pregnancy is one in which a woman and her
foetus face a higher-than-normal chance of experiencing problems. These risks may be due to factors
in the pregnancy itself, or they may stem from pre-existing maternal medical conditions. This book is
a comprehensive guide to the management of high risk pregnancies for postgraduate medical
students. It is an amalgamation of existing literature, current guidelines, and recent advances in
medical technologies. Divided into 22 chapters, the text covers pathophysiology, systematic
investigations, diagnosis, and appropriate management for both maternal and foetal disorders,
helping trainees identify conditions that can make a pregnancy high risk. The book is highly
illustrated with clinical images, diagrams and flowcharts, and features a question paper and
extensive bibliography to assist learning.
  can anatomy scan be done at 25 weeks: The Pregnancy Instruction Manual Sarah Jordan,
2014-11-11 At last! A comprehensive guide to worry-free pregnancy! Bringing a baby into the world
is one of life’s defining moments. But there’s no getting around it: Being pregnant can feel
overwhelming. Fortunately, The Pregnancy Instruction Manual is here to answer all of your most
pressing questions. Will the morning sickness ever go away? How big is my baby at 26 weeks? Are
beef jerky cravings normal? How do I ward off the unwanted tummy-touch era? And most of all, will I
ever get a good night’s rest again? Expectant parents will find the answers here courtesy of veteran
mom Sarah Jordan and certified OB-GYN (and three time dad) David Ufberg.
  can anatomy scan be done at 25 weeks: Nursing Intervention in Pregnancy Mr. Rohit
Manglik, 2024-05-16 Focuses on antenatal care, maternal health monitoring, and managing
pregnancy-related complications. Highlights nurse’s role in promoting maternal-fetal well-being.
  can anatomy scan be done at 25 weeks: EMQs for MRCOG Part 2 Kalaivani Ramalingam,
Latha Palanivelu, Jeremy Brockelsby, Christian Phillips, 2021-11 This book provides those studying
for the MRCOG Part 2 examination with welcome practice in answering the newly introduced EMQ



style of question. Modelled on the current MRCOG syllabus, the book is designed to test the
candidate's theoretical and practical knowledge of obstetrics and gynaecology. The book opens with
an introductory section, explaining the EMQ and its place in the examination, and advising
candidates on how they should approach this question type to obtain the highest marks. This is
followed by a collection of 71 EMQ themes, with a total of 291 questions for the reader to attempt.
The questions are based on common clinical scenarios and cover a variety of topics. Answers are
included after each topic, and these include explanatory material and useful references. With a
concentration on the core areas of the syllabus and a wide and varied selection of practice EMQs,
this book will be an invaluable addition to the bookshelves of all candidates in preparation for the
MRCOG Part 2.
  can anatomy scan be done at 25 weeks: Genetic Disorders and the Fetus Aubrey Milunsky,
Jeff M. Milunsky, 2021-04-19 Explore the latest edition of the definitive resource on prenatal genetic
diagnosis In the newly revised eighth edition of Genetic Disorders and the Fetus, authors and
acclaimed medical doctors, Aubrey and Jeff Milunsky, deliver a thorough and comprehensive
reference perfect for academicians, students in post-graduate specialization courses, and working
medical professionals. This book incorporates the knowledge, wisdom, perspectives, and
recommendations from a renowned team of contributing authors, drawing upon their extensive
experience in prenatal genetic diagnosis to present the definitive reference work used routinely
around the world. In addition to fundamental information on established prenatal diagnosis and
exhaustively referenced coverage of new techniques, you’ll find new chapters on preconception
genetic counselling, preimplantation genetic diagnosis, advances in fetal imaging, and gene therapy.
Genetic Disorders and the Fetus is authored by a global team of internationally recognized
contributors, all of whom are leading voices in the field The eighth edition also contains: A thorough
discussion of the public policy and ethics of embryo editing, including mitochondrial replacement
treatment, and gene patents, prenatal diagnosis, and polygenic disease risk prediction An
exploration of preimplantation genetic diagnosis, pharmacogenetics and prenatal diagnosis, and
whole genome sequencing A treatment of genetic disorders and pharmacologic therapy, including
spinal muscular atrophy and fragile X syndrome A discussion of legal issues, including the fetus as
plaintiff and the increasing liability of physicians due to advances in genetics Perfect for
obstetricians, clinical geneticists, molecular and biochemical geneticists, and pediatricians, Genetic
Disorders and the Fetus will also earn a place in the libraries of neonatologists, genetics counsellors,
ethicists, radiologists, and professionals working in public policy and health departments.
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