anatomy of whitetail deer antlers

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers is a fascinating topic that delves into the
complex structures and functions of this unique feature found in male
whitetail deer. Antlers are not merely decorative; they play crucial roles in
the life cycle of these animals, serving purposes such as attracting mates,
establishing dominance, and providing protection. Understanding the anatomy
of whitetail deer antlers involves exploring their growth phases, structural
components, and the factors that influence their development. This article
will provide a comprehensive overview of the anatomy of whitetail deer
antlers, including their physiological characteristics, their seasonal
changes, and the evolutionary significance behind their impressive forms.
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Introduction to Whitetail Deer Antlers

Whitetail deer antlers are among the most recognizable features of these
animals, often evoking admiration for their size and complexity. Antlers are
unique to members of the Cervidae family, and their anatomy is specifically
adapted for both growth and function. Unlike horns, which are permanent and
made of keratin, antlers are composed of bone and are shed and regrown
annually. Understanding their anatomy provides insight into the health and
genetics of deer populations, and it also holds importance for wildlife
management and conservation efforts.

The Growth Cycle of Antlers

The growth cycle of whitetail deer antlers is a remarkable biological process
that reflects the animal's overall health and environmental conditions.
Antlers begin to grow in the spring, typically around April or May, following
the shedding of the previous year's antlers. This phase of growth is known as
"velvet" phase due to the soft, wvascularized covering that supplies nutrients
to the developing bone structure.

Spring and Summer Growth

During the spring and summer months, antlers grow rapidly, fueled by a rich
diet and hormonal changes. The primary factors that contribute to this growth
include:



e Nutrition: A high-protein diet is essential for optimal antler
development.

e Hormonal Changes: Testosterone levels increase as the breeding season
approaches, stimulating growth.

e Genetics: Genetic makeup plays a significant role in determining the
size and shape of antlers.

As antlers grow, they undergo various changes in shape and size, resulting in
the branching structures that are characteristic of mature bucks.

Fall Shedding and Regrowth

Once the antlers reach their full size by late summer or early fall, they
enter the hardening phase, where the velvet dries and is eventually shed,
revealing the hardened bone beneath. This transition is crucial as it
prepares the deer for the upcoming mating season. Following the breeding
season, typically in late winter, whitetail deer will shed their antlers, a
process that allows them to conserve energy during the harsh winter months
before starting the growth cycle anew.

Structural Components of Antlers

The anatomy of whitetail deer antlers consists of several distinct structural
components, each contributing to their overall function and utility.
Recognizing these components aids in understanding how antlers serve
different purposes in the life of a deer.

Main Components
The primary components of antlers include:
e Beam: The main stem of the antler, providing structural support.

e Points: The tines that extend from the beam, which can vary in number
and size.

e Pedicle: The bony base from which the antlers grow, connected to the
skull.

e Velvet: The soft tissue that covers the antlers during the growth phase,
rich in blood vessels and nerves.

Each of these components plays a critical role in the antler's functionality,
from physical combat with rivals during the rut to attracting mates through
visual display.



Factors Influencing Antler Development

Several key factors influence the development and characteristics of
whitetail deer antlers, ranging from environmental conditions to genetic
factors. Understanding these influences can inform wildlife management
practices and enhance conservation efforts.

Environmental Factors

Environmental conditions such as habitat quality, food availability, and
weather patterns significantly impact antler growth. For instance, areas with
abundant high-quality forage will typically produce deer with larger and more
impressive antlers. Factors include:

e Soil quality: Nutrient-rich soils yield better vegetation.

e Water availability: Adequate water sources are crucial for overall
health.

e Climate: Seasonal variations affect food availability and stress levels
in deer.

Genetic Factors

Genetics play a major role in determining antler size and configuration.
Bucks from superior genetic lines are more likely to produce larger antlers.
Selective breeding and management practices can help enhance these traits
within populations, leading to healthier and more robust deer herds.

Evolutionary Significance of Antlers

The evolutionary significance of antlers is rooted in their role in survival
and reproduction. Antlers serve multiple functions that have developed over
time to enhance deer fitness in their natural environments.

Role in Mating

During the mating season, larger and more symmetrical antlers are often
preferred by does, as they indicate a healthy and strong mate. Bucks engage
in combat using their antlers to establish dominance and attract females,
which is a critical aspect of their reproductive strategy.

Defense and Territory

Antlers also provide a means of defense against predators and intraspecies
competition. A buck with impressive antlers is more likely to deter rivals
and maintain territory, ensuring access to resources and mates. This
competitive advantage contributes to the survival of the fittest principle
within deer populations.



Conclusion

Understanding the anatomy of whitetail deer antlers is essential for
appreciating their role in the life cycle of these magnificent animals. From
the intricate growth cycle to the various structural components, each aspect
of antlers contributes to their functionality and significance in the natural
world. As wildlife enthusiasts and conservationists continue to study these
remarkable features, the insights gained will enhance our ability to manage
and protect whitetail deer populations effectively. The complex interplay of
genetics, environmental factors, and evolutionary pressures will continue to
shape the future of these iconic animals.

Q: What are whitetail deer antlers made of?

A: Whitetail deer antlers are primarily composed of bone tissue. Initially,
they are covered in a soft, vascularized layer called velvet, which supplies
nutrients as they grow. Once fully developed, the velvet sheds, revealing the
hardened bone structure.

Q: How often do whitetail deer shed their antlers?

A: Whitetail deer typically shed their antlers once a year, usually between
late winter and early spring. The timing can vary based on factors like age,
health, and environmental conditions.

Q: What factors influence the size of whitetail deer
antlers?
A: The size of whitetail deer antlers is influenced by a combination of

genetic factors, nutrition, age, and environmental conditions such as habitat
quality and food availability.

Q: When do whitetail deer antlers start growing?

A: Whitetail deer antlers begin to grow in the spring, typically around April
or May, following the shedding of the previous year's antlers. They continue
to grow throughout the summer until they reach full size by late summer.

Q: Why do male whitetail deer have antlers?

A: Male whitetail deer have antlers primarily for reproductive purposes.
Antlers are used in combat with other males for dominance during the mating
season and serve as a visual display to attract females.

Q: Do female whitetail deer have antlers?

A: No, female whitetail deer, or does, do not grow antlers. Antlers are
typically found only on male deer, or bucks, as a secondary sexual
characteristic related to reproduction.



Q: What is the velvet phase of antler growth?

A: The velvet phase is a critical period during which whitetail deer antlers
grow covered in a soft, vascularized tissue known as velvet. This phase is
essential for supplying nutrients and promoting rapid growth before the
antlers harden.

Q: How does nutrition affect antler growth in
whitetail deer?
A: Nutrition plays a crucial role in antler growth, with a diet rich in

protein and essential nutrients leading to healthier and larger antlers. Poor
nutrition can result in stunted growth and smaller antler size.

Q: What happens to antlers after they are shed?

A: After being shed, antlers are often consumed by rodents and other animals
for their calcium content. The pedicle remains, and new antlers will grow
from it during the next growth cycle.

Q: How are antlers different from horns?

A: Antlers are made of bone and are shed and regrown annually, while horns
are made of keratin and are permanent structures that do not shed. Antlers
are typically found only on male members of the Cervidae family, while horns
can be found on both males and females of certain species.
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For most of the last century, range management meant managing land for livestock. How well a
landowner grew the grass that cattle ate was the best measure of success. In this century,
landowners look to hunting and wildlife viewing for income; rangeland is now also wildlife habitat,
and they are managing their land not just for cattle but also for wildlife, most notably deer and quail.
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lands of Oklahoma, Texas, and northern Mexico. These are the least productive of white-tail habitats,
where periodic drought punctuates long-term weather patterns. The book's focus on this landscape
across political borders is one of its original and lasting contributions. Another is its contention that
good management is based on ecological principles that guide the manager's thinking about: Habitat
Requirements of White-Tailed Deer White-Tailed Deer Nutrition Carrying Capacity Habitat
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anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: Whitetail: North America's Enduring Icon Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-05-10 Whitetail: North America's Enduring Icon is the definitive guide to one of the
most iconic and beloved animals on the continent. From its humble beginnings as a small, deer-like
creature to its current status as the most widely distributed mammal in North America, the whitetail
has captured the imagination of people for centuries. In this comprehensive book, Pasquale De
Marco takes you on a journey into the world of the whitetail, exploring its history, biology, behavior,
and cultural significance. You'll learn about the whitetail's unique adaptations, its role in the
ecosystem, and the threats it faces today. Whether you're a seasoned hunter, a wildlife enthusiast, or
simply someone who appreciates the beauty of the natural world, Whitetail: North America's
Enduring Icon is a must-read. With stunning photography and engaging prose, Pasquale De Marco
brings the whitetail to life and celebrates its enduring legacy. Inside, you'll find: * A detailed look at
the whitetail's history, from its origins to its current status as the most widely distributed mammal in
North America * A comprehensive overview of the whitetail's biology, including its physical
characteristics, behavior, and diet * An in-depth exploration of the whitetail's role in the ecosystem,
including its interactions with other animals and its impact on the environment * A discussion of the
threats facing whitetail deer today, including habitat loss, hunting, and disease * A call to action for
readers to help protect whitetail deer and their habitat Whitetail: North America's Enduring Icon is
the perfect book for anyone who wants to learn more about these amazing animals. It's a beautiful
and informative guide that will inspire you to appreciate the whitetail and its place in the natural
world. If you like this book, write a review on google books!

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: Biology and Management of White-tailed Deer David
G. Hewitt, 2011-06-24 Winner of the Wildlife Society Outstanding Edited Book Award for 2013!
Winner of the Texas Chapter of The Wildlife Society Outstanding Book Award for 2011! Winner of a
CHOICE Outstanding Academic Title Award for 2011! Biology and Management of White-tailed Deer
organizes and presents information on the most studied large mammal species in the world. The
book covers the evolutionary history of the species, its anatomy, physiology, and nutrition,
population dynamics, and ecology across its vast range (from central Canada through northern
South America). The book then discusses the history of management of white-tailed deer, beginning
with early Native Americans and progressing through management by Europeans and examining
population lows in the early 1900s, restocking efforts through the mid 1900s, and recent,
overabundant populations that are becoming difficult to manage in many areas. Features:
Co-published with the Quality Deer Management Association Compiles valuable information for
white-tailed deer enthusiasts, managers, and biologists Written by an authoritative author team from
diverse backgrounds Integrates white-tailed deer biology and management into a single volume
Provides a thorough treatment of white-tailed deer antler biology Includes downloadable resources
with color images The backbone of many state wildlife management agencies' policies and a
featured hunting species through much of their range, white-tailed deer are an important species
ecologically, socially, and scientifically in most areas of North America. Highly adaptable and now
living in close proximity to humans in many areas, white-tailed deer are both the face of nature and
the source of conflict with motorists, home-owners, and agricultural producers. Capturing the
diverse aspects of white-tailed deer research, Biology and Management of White-tailed Deer is a
reflection of the resources invested in the study of the species’ effects on ecosystems, predator-prey
dynamics, population regulation, foraging behavior, and browser physiology.

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: Beginner's Guide to Hunting Deer for Food Jackson
Landers, 2025-05-01 Hunting deer is the most inexpensive and environmentally friendly way to
acquire organic, grass-fed meat. In this thorough primer, perfect for those who've never hunted
before, Jackson Landers explains how to supplement your food supply with venison taken near your




home. From choosing the correct rifle and ammunition to field dressing, butchering, and proper
safety measures, Landers takes you through every step of the process and encourages a gentle,
practical approach to the psychology and politics of hunting.

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: Photographing Whitetail Deer Joseph Ciferno Jr,
2013-09-17 The white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) is the most sought after big game animal
in North America. These animals are found in fields, forests, around streams and lakes, etc.
Whitetails are even becoming more visible in heavily populated areas. This book is for those starting
out in photography and choose the route of wildlife photography. Even the advanced photographer
can find this book useful. This book is broken down in two parts, photography and biology. I am a
firm believer, the more you know about your subject, the easier it will become to be at the right
place at the right time. Instead of just hoping for the best. In this book you will learn... * What gear
you should take with you * What makes a good photograph * How to keep it interesting * The stages
of the rut * Deer behavior And more..

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: Current Therapy in Large Animal Theriogenology Robert
S. Youngquist, Walter R. Threlfall, 2006-10-10 An essential resource for both students and
practitioners, this comprehensive text provides practical, up-to-date information about normal
reproduction and reproductive disorders in horses, cattle, small ruminants, swine, llamas, and other
livestock. Featuring contributions from experts in the field, each section is devoted to a different
large animal species and begins with a review of the clinically relevant aspects of the reproductive
anatomy and physiology of both males and females. Key topics include the evaluation of breeding
soundness, pregnancy diagnosis, diagnosis and treatment of infertility, abortion, obstetrics, surgery
of the reproductive tract, care of neonates, and the latest reproductive technology. - Includes
coverage of all large animal species. - All sections provide a review of clinically pertinent
reproductive physiology and anatomy of males and females of each species. - Complete coverage of
the most current reproductive technology, including embryo transfer, estrous synchronization, and
artificial insemination. - A new section on alternative farming that addresses reproduction in bison,
elk, and deer. - New to the equine section: stallion management, infertility, and breeding soundness
evaluation. - New to the bovine section: estrous cycle synchronization, reproductive biotechnology,
ultrasonographic determination of fetal gender, heifer development, and diagnosis of abortion. -
New to the porcine section: artificial insemination, boar/stud management, diseases of postpartum
period, and infectious disease control. - New to the llama section: infectious disease and nutrition.

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: The Big Book of Whitetail Gary Clancy, Michael Furtman,
Shawn Perich, Ron Spomer, 2013-01-10 Whitetail deer are the top big-game animal in North
America, but taking a trophy buck requires patience, preparation, and a keen understanding of this
resourceful and wary animal. The Big Book of Whitetail presents all the best tips, techniques, and
strategies you need to be a successful hunter. Featuring essential information on the latest
equipment and an in-depth study of whitetail deer characteristics, habitats, and behavior, this
definitive resource is packed with helpful photos, diagrams, and charts. The Big Book of Whitetail
has something for hunters of all ages and skill levels, including key instruction on scouting, deer
stands, driving, stalking, tracking, and calling, as well as expert guides to judging and dressing
trophy bucks in the field. Whether you're deep in the Northwoods of Minnesota or down in the brush
country of South Texas, using a bow, rifle, shotgun, muzzleloader, or handgun, The Big Book of
Whitetail will arm you with a wealth of information to take your hunt to the next level.

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: A to Z Guide to White-tailed Deer and Deer Hunting
Randall Gilbert, 2002 Complete reference guide of information, terms, phrases, and topics about
white-tailed deer. 99 black-and-white photos and 13 illustration.

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: The Total Deer Hunter Manual Scott Bestul, Dave
Hurteau, 2012-10-01 Take your whitetail obsession to the next level with this go-to guide from two of
the most knowledgeable and experienced deer-hunting writers in America. Whether you spend all
year plotting and preparing for your ultimate whitetail season, or just enjoy a few hunting trips a
year with your buddies, this is the book you need. Hundreds of field-tested tips from Field &




Stream’s deer-hunting experts cover tips and tricks from America’s best hunting guides and their
own decades of experience, including: Shoot Better: With detailed exercises and advice for
bow-hunters as well as rifle and shotgun users, this book takes you out on the range and into the
woods, with what you need to bring home a trophy buck instead of a lame excuse. Plan All Year:
What do you do when deer season ends? Stow your gear, mount your trophies, and start planning for
next year. Here’s how to plot your hunting grounds, plant the food deer love, and upgrade your
equipment. Track Like a Pro: Where do deer live? What do they eat? How do they behave during the
all-important rut season? You may think you know the answers to these questions, but the latest
research and unusual historical wisdom will surprise you—and make you a better hunter.

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: Whitetail Hunting Shawn Perich, Michael Furman, 2004
North America's #1 big-game animal is the whitetail. Most hunters, however, are not successful in
their quest for a big buck. Some of them set up their treestands in the wrong places, others simply
move too fast and make too much noise when still-hunting or tracking. Whitetail Hunting is written
to help put the odds in the hunter's favor every time he or she steps into the deer woods. In the
section Understanding Whitetails, readers learn what habitats deer prefer, how they react to
weather changes, where they feed, how they use their senses, and how they communicate with each
other. Preparing for the Hunt explains what equipment and clothing hunters should buy regardless
of whether they hunt with firearm or bow & arrow. Chapters in this section also discuss tips for
scouting and locating whitetail hotspots before opening day. The latest information on Chronic
Wasting Disease and other deer-specific ailments are discussed. Hunting Techniques shows readers
how the experts stand-hunt, still-hunt, stalk or drive deer in different situations and habitats.
Readers also learn when to rattle, how to place deer attractor scents, and where to find trophy
bucks. Trailing wounded deer and field-dressing tips are also provided. Regional Differences
explores the unique hunting strategies needed for specific terrains and weather conditions in the
various major geographic regions of the US and Canada.

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: The White-tailed Deer of Minnesota Arnold Burton
Erickson, 1961

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: The Shotgun Conservationist Brant MacDuff, 2023-04-25
At the intersection of hunting and conservation, a man shares his personal journey from staunch
anti-hunter to compassionate, ethical hunter, weaving together a larger history of humans, animals,
the environment, and our food systems. The Shotgun Conservationist doesn’t teach us how to hunt,
it explores why we should hunt. As public lands remain imperiled, factory farms pollute the earth
and subject animals to inhumane conditions, and global uncertainty presses us all to be more
self-sufficient, there has never been a better time to take up hunting. Writer, natural historian, and
public speaker Brant MacDuff has done just that. An avid animal lover and raised as a non-hunter,
MacDuff started his journey intending to investigate the claim that “hunting is conservation.” So
convinced, he now holds a hunting license in four states and gives lectures on the positive impact it
has on conservation efforts nationwide. Armed with years of experience in the field and a deep love
for the natural world, MacDuff tells the provocative, humorous, and insightful story of how he
became a hunter. Along the way, readers meet a cast of colorful characters and learn the firsthand
research that helped change Brant’s mind. You may not book a hunting trip after reading The
Shotgun Conservationist, but you’ll have a new perspective on and appreciation for those that do.

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: The Whitetail Deer Head Book for the Taxidermist
Leon Pray, 2013-05-31 “The Whitetail Deer Head Book For The Taxidermist” is a complete guide to
the taxidermy of deer. With simple, step-by-step instructions complete with detailed drawings and
diagrams, this volume constitutes a complete how-to guide for novices and those with more
experience alike. Contents Include: “Introduction, Deer Heads, Good, Bad and Indifferent, Head
Forms and Ear Liners, As Mostly Found Compared With Nature, Posing the Deer Head for
Expression, Judging Deer Antlers, Measurements of Whitetail Heads and Shape of Head Forms and
Ear Liners, Pedestal Deer Heads, etc. Many vintage books such as this are increasingly scarce and
expensive. It is with this in mind that we are republishing this volume now in an affordable, modern,



high-quality edition complete with a specially-commissioned new introduction on taxidermy.

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: Dawn of American Deer Hunting Duncan Dobie,
2015-11-11 Take a glimpse into deer hunting's past! White-tailed deer hunting has an incredibly rich
heritage in America, and has played a vital role in the survival and expansion of this great nation. It's
provided food, clothing, income, camaraderie and an unmistakable freedom to enjoy the country's
magnificent wild lands. Take a glimpse back in time with the outstanding collection of photographs
and historical information from the late 1800s to the mid-1900s that author Duncan Dobie has
included inside Dawn of American Deer Hunting. You'll see the classic rifles hunters used, how they
traveled to the remote deer camps, what kind of shelters they stayed in and more fascinating pieces
of hunting history from the legendary deer regions around America. And admire the deer they took
home--massive-bodied Northern bucks, trophy Texas antlers, buck poles filled with does and
much-appreciated venison. As the old saying goes, a picture is worth a thousand words. Just imagine
the stories of the rugged folk in each photograph, and soon you'll connect with these deer hunters of
yesteryear. We still face the same keen senses of the whitetail; the same harsh weather; the same
buck fever....

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: The Whitetail Hunter's Companion Pasquale De Marco,
2025-07-13 In this comprehensive guide to whitetail deer hunting, you'll find everything you need to
know to pursue these elusive animals successfully. From understanding their biology and behavior
to choosing the right gear and hunting methods, this book covers it all. With in-depth insights from
experienced hunters, you'll learn how to: * Identify whitetail deer sign and track their movements *
Choose the best hunting locations and times * Select the right rifle, bow, and ammunition for your
needs * Master the art of stand hunting, still hunting, and spot and stalk hunting * Call and rattle
deer to bring them close * Field dress and process your deer Whether you're a seasoned hunter or
just starting out, this book will help you take your whitetail hunting skills to the next level. With
detailed instructions, helpful tips, and captivating stories from the field, this book is a must-have for
any whitetail hunter. Learn from the experts and discover the secrets of successful whitetail deer
hunting. This book is packed with practical advice and proven techniques that will help you bag that
trophy buck or doe. Don't miss out on this essential guide to whitetail deer hunting. Order your copy
today and start planning your next hunting trip! This book is perfect for: * Hunters of all levels, from
beginners to experienced * Whitetail deer hunters who want to improve their skills * Anyone
interested in learning more about whitetail deer and their behavior So grab your copy today and
start your journey to becoming a successful whitetail deer hunter! If you like this book, write a
review!

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: Field & Stream , 1989-04 FIELD & STREAM, America’s
largest outdoor sports magazine, celebrates the outdoor experience with great stories, compelling
photography, and sound advice while honoring the traditions hunters and fishermen have passed
down for generations.

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: The Ultimate Guide to Butchering, Smoking, Curing,
Sausage, and Jerky Making Philip Hasheider, 2019-09-17 Trust The Ultimate Guide to Butchering,
Smoking, Curing, Sausage, and Jerky Making to ensure you get the most out of your beef, pork,
venison, lamb, poultry, and goat. Absolutely everything you need to know about how to dress and
preserve meat is right here. From slaughtering, to processing, to preserving in ways like smoking,
salting, and making jerky, author Philip Hasheider teaches it all in step-by-step instructions and
illustrations,which guide you through the entire process: how to properly secure the animal and then
safely and humanely transforming the meat into future meals for your family. Along the way, you'll
learn about different cuts of meat and learn how to process them into different products, like
sausages and jerky. With The Complete Book of Butchering, Smoking, Curing, and Sausage Making,
you will quickly learn: How to make the best primal and retail cuts from an animal How to field dress
the most popular wild game Why cleanliness and sanitation are of prime importance for home
processing What tools, equipment, and supplies are needed for home butchering How to safely
handle live animals before slaughter Important safety practices to avoid injuries About the changes



meat goes through during processing Why temperature and time are important factors in meat
processing How to properly dispose of unwanted parts The details of animal anatomy The best meals
are the ones you make yourself, why not extend this sentiment all the way to the meat itself?

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: Scribner's Magazine Edward Livermore Burlingame,
Robert Bridges, Alfred Sheppard Dashiell, Harlan Logan, 1906

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: Hunting Rutting Bucks John Trout, 2019-10-08 Hunting
Rutting Bucks is a tremendous resource for hunters hoping to take the biggest buck of their lives.
Rather than focus on the much-publicized but short primary rut period, the author divides the
mating season into three distinct phases and offers tried-and-true advice specific to each period.
Each year the rut is responsible for helping hunters take some of the most mature, large-antlered,
wary bucks in the wild. Season after season, these reclusive, almost totally nocturnal trophy-class
bucks are vulnerable to hunters who know and understand how to effectively hunt by observing the
nuances of all phases of the white-tailed deer's breeding season: the rut. In this book, John Trout, Jr.,
shares his best-kept secrets on how to consistently tag out on rut-crazed bucks. He shares countless
strategies and tips that cover a wide variety of topics, including: A detailed analysis of the pre rut,
primary rut, and post rut How to read rubs and scrapes, and figure out which ones are active and
which ones aren't How to lure bucks into gun or bow range with scents, calls, and rattling antlers
How to hunt cold fronts and moon phases How to set up and hunt tree stands to maximum
advantage And much more!

anatomy of whitetail deer antlers: American Whitetail Terry F. Townsend, 2011 This
comprehensive 'how to' book--containing hundreds of valuable tips, photos, and illustrations--is for
both the beginner and the experienced hunter, whether hunting with a bow, rifle, or muzzleloader. It
explains the best methods for tracking and recovering a deer, and how to field dress, skin out,
butcher, and package your venison for the freezer. It even includes twenty-five great venison
recipes!
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