
basquiat anatomy

basquiat anatomy is a fascinating exploration of the intricate layers and themes present in the works of

Jean-Michel Basquiat. As an influential figure in the Neo-Expressionist movement, Basquiat's art is

characterized by its raw energy, social commentary, and a unique approach to form and color that

reflects his experiences and cultural identity. This article delves into the various components of

Basquiat's anatomy, examining the stylistic elements, thematic concerns, and the historical context that

shaped his iconic work. By understanding the anatomy of Basquiat's art, one can appreciate the depth

and complexity that define his legacy.
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Thematic Elements in Basquiat's Work
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Legacy and Impact on Contemporary Art

Understanding Basquiat's Artistic Style

The artistic style of Jean-Michel Basquiat is a unique amalgamation of various influences and personal

experiences. His work is often characterized by its bold colors, erratic lines, and a combination of text

and imagery that creates a dynamic visual language. Basquiat’s style can be categorized into several

key elements that define his approach:



Use of Color

Basquiat's palette is vibrant and expressive, often utilizing primary colors alongside stark contrasts.

The emotional weight of his color choices can evoke feelings of urgency and intensity. He frequently

employed yellows, reds, and blues, creating an electric atmosphere within his pieces.

Line Work and Form

Basquiat's line work is spontaneous and free-flowing, reflecting a sense of immediacy and rawness.

His figures often appear distorted or fragmented, which can symbolize the chaos of urban life and the

complexities of identity. This approach challenges traditional notions of form and representation in art.

Textual Elements

Incorporating text into his artwork was a hallmark of Basquiat's style. He would often scrawl words,

phrases, and symbols that provided context or commentary on the subject matter. This blend of visual

and verbal elements allows viewers to engage with his work on multiple levels, fostering deeper

interpretation.

Thematic Elements in Basquiat's Work

Basquiat's art is rich with themes that reflect his personal experiences and broader societal issues.

The following themes frequently emerge in his oeuvre:

Race and Identity

Basquiat, a Black artist in a predominantly white art world, often explored themes of race and identity.

His works address the complexities of being a person of color in America, highlighting experiences of

marginalization, cultural heritage, and resilience.



Social Commentary

Many of Basquiat's pieces serve as critiques of contemporary society. He tackled issues such as

capitalism, inequality, and the commodification of art, making his work not just visually compelling but

also intellectually stimulating. His art acts as a mirror reflecting societal flaws and injustices.

Historical References

Basquiat often incorporated historical figures and events into his work, creating a dialogue between

past and present. By referencing icons such as African kings or jazz musicians, he contextualizes his

identity within a broader historical narrative, offering viewers insight into the legacy of African American

culture.

Historical Context and Influences

To fully understand Basquiat's anatomy, one must consider the historical context in which he created

his work. His rise to prominence in the late 1970s and early 1980s coincided with several cultural

movements that influenced his art.

The New York Art Scene

Emerging from the vibrant New York City art scene, Basquiat was influenced by the punk movement,

street art, and the burgeoning hip-hop culture. This environment fostered a spirit of experimentation

and rebellion that is evident in his work. The cross-pollination of ideas among diverse artists enriched

his artistic vocabulary.

Influence of African Culture

Basquiat's Haitian heritage played a significant role in shaping his identity and artistic expression. He

drew inspiration from African art, spirituality, and symbolism, integrating these elements into his work



to create a unique narrative that honors his ancestors while addressing contemporary issues.

Iconography and Symbolism

A thorough examination of Basquiat's anatomy reveals a rich tapestry of iconography and symbolism.

His use of recurring motifs serves to deepen the viewer's understanding of his message.

Recurring Symbols

Basquiat often employed specific symbols that held personal and cultural significance. These might

include crowns, skulls, and animals, each representing different facets of his identity and commentary

on society. For example, the crown symbolizes power and royalty, reflecting his assertion of Black

excellence.

Layering of Meaning

The layering of images and text in Basquiat's artwork creates a multifaceted narrative. Viewers are

invited to unpack the various meanings behind each element, leading to a richer appreciation of the

complexities within his art. This technique emphasizes the interplay between different cultural

references and personal experiences.

Legacy and Impact on Contemporary Art

Basquiat's impact on the art world extends far beyond his lifetime. His innovative approach and

thematic depth have influenced countless artists and movements.

Influence on Modern Artists

Contemporary artists continue to draw inspiration from Basquiat's work, whether through his stylistic



choices or thematic explorations. His ability to blend personal narrative with broader societal issues

has paved the way for a new generation of artists who seek to express their identities through their

work.

Recognition and Market Value

Basquiat's artwork has gained significant recognition, with pieces fetching record prices at auctions.

His legacy continues to grow as institutions and collectors acknowledge the importance of his

contributions to art history. The value of his work is a testament to its lasting relevance and impact.

In summary, the anatomy of Basquiat's art encompasses a wide range of stylistic, thematic, and

historical elements that contribute to its richness and complexity. Understanding these components

allows for a deeper appreciation of his work and its significance within the broader context of art

history.

Q: What are the main characteristics of Basquiat's artistic style?

A: Basquiat's artistic style is characterized by bold colors, spontaneous line work, and the integration of

textual elements. His use of vibrant palettes, erratic forms, and layered imagery creates a dynamic and

expressive visual language that reflects his personal experiences and social commentary.

Q: How does Basquiat address themes of race and identity in his

work?

A: Basquiat often explores themes of race and identity by reflecting on his experiences as a Black

artist in America. His art addresses issues of marginalization, cultural heritage, and the complexities of

navigating a predominantly white art world, making powerful statements about race and identity.



Q: What historical influences shaped Basquiat's work?

A: Basquiat's work was shaped by the vibrant New York City art scene of the late 1970s and early

1980s, as well as his Haitian heritage. Influences from the punk movement, street art, and hip-hop

culture informed his unique style, while African cultural elements enriched his thematic explorations.

Q: What symbols are commonly found in Basquiat's art?

A: Basquiat frequently used symbols such as crowns, skulls, and animals in his artwork. These

symbols often carry personal and cultural significance, with the crown representing power and royalty,

reflecting his assertion of Black excellence and heritage.

Q: How has Basquiat's work influenced contemporary artists?

A: Basquiat's innovative approach and thematic depth have greatly influenced modern artists. His

ability to blend personal narratives with broader social issues continues to inspire a new generation of

artists who seek to express their identities and engage with contemporary themes through their work.

Q: What is the significance of text in Basquiat's artwork?

A: The incorporation of text in Basquiat's artwork serves to provide context, commentary, and

additional layers of meaning. By blending visual and verbal elements, he invites viewers to engage

with his work on multiple levels, fostering deeper interpretation and understanding.

Q: How is Basquiat's legacy perceived today?

A: Basquiat's legacy is highly regarded in the art world, with his work commanding significant

recognition and market value. Institutions and collectors acknowledge his contributions to art history,

and his influence is evident in the work of contemporary artists who continue to draw inspiration from

his innovative style and thematic explorations.



Q: What role did his heritage play in Basquiat's art?

A: Basquiat's Haitian heritage played a crucial role in shaping his identity and artistic expression. He

drew inspiration from African art, spirituality, and symbolism, integrating these elements into his work

to create narratives that honor his cultural roots while addressing contemporary issues.

Q: How do collectors value Basquiat's artwork today?

A: Basquiat's artwork has seen a dramatic increase in market value, with pieces selling for record

prices at auctions. This recognition reflects the enduring relevance of his work and its impact on art

history, as collectors and institutions continue to acknowledge and celebrate his contributions.

Basquiat Anatomy

Find other PDF articles:
http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-009/Book?trackid=Bsb89-8010&title=business-outfi
t-for-interview.pdf

  basquiat anatomy: Audiotopia Josh Kun, 2005-11 “With Audiotopia, Kun emerges as a
pre-eminent analyst, interpreter, and theorist of inter-ethnic dialogue in US music, literature, and
visual art. This book is a guide to how scholarship will look in the future—the first fully realized
product of a new generation of scholars thrown forth by tumultuous social ferment and eager to talk
about the world that they see emerging around them.”—George Lipsitz, author of Time Passages:
Collective Memory and American Popular Culture The range and depth of Audiotopia is thrilling. It's
not only that Josh Kun knows so much-it's that he knows what to make of what he knows.—Greil
Marcus, author of Lipstick Traces: A Secret History of the 20th Century The way Josh Kun writes
about what he hears, the way he unravels word, sound, and power is breathtaking, provocative, and
original. A bold, expansive, and lyrical book, Audiotopia is a record of crossings, textures, tangents,
and ideas you will want to play again and again.—Jeff Chang, author of Can't Stop Won't Stop: A
History of the Hip-Hop Generation
  basquiat anatomy: The ^AHearing Eye Graham Lock, David Murray, 2009-01-02 The
widespread presence of jazz and blues in African American visual art has long been overlooked. The
Hearing Eye makes the case for recognizing the music's importance, both as formal template and as
explicit subject matter. Moving on from the use of iconic musical figures and motifs in Harlem
Renaissance art, this groundbreaking collection explores the more allusive - and elusive - references
to jazz and blues in a wide range of mostly contemporary visual artists. There are scholarly essays
on the painters Rose Piper (Graham Lock), Norman Lewis (Sara Wood), Bob Thompson (Richard H.
King), Romare Bearden (Robert G. O'Meally, Johannes Völz) and Jean-Michel Basquiat (Robert Farris

http://www.speargroupllc.com/anatomy-suggest-003/Book?docid=LOU90-2804&title=basquiat-anatomy.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-009/Book?trackid=Bsb89-8010&title=business-outfit-for-interview.pdf
http://www.speargroupllc.com/business-suggest-009/Book?trackid=Bsb89-8010&title=business-outfit-for-interview.pdf


Thompson), as well an account of early blues advertising art (Paul Oliver) and a discussion of the
photographs of Roy DeCarava (Richard Ings). These essays are interspersed with a series of in-depth
interviews by Graham Lock, who talks to quilter Michael Cummings and painters Sam Middleton,
Wadsworth Jarrell, Joe Overstreet and Ellen Banks about their musical inspirations, and also looks at
art's reciprocal effect on music in conversation with saxophonists Marty Ehrlich and Jane Ira Bloom.
With numerous illustrations both in the book and on its companion website, The Hearing Eye
reaffirms the significance of a fascinating and dynamic aspect of African American visual art that has
been too long neglected.
  basquiat anatomy: Encyclopedia of African American Artists dele jegede, 2009-03-20 African
American heritage is rich with stories of family, community, faith, love, adaptation and adjustment,
grief, and suffering, all captured in a variety of media by artists intimately familiar with them. From
traditional media of painting and artists such as Horace Pippin and Faith Ringgold, to photography
of Gordon Parks, and new media of Sam Gilliam and Martin Puryear (installation art), the African
American experience is reflected across generations and works. Eight pages of color plates and
black and white images throughout the book introduce both favorite and new artists to students and
adult readers alike. African American heritage is rich with stories of family, community, faith, love,
adaptation and adjustment, grief, and suffering, all captured in a variety of media by artists
intimately familiar with them. From traditional media of painting and artists such as Horace Pippin
and Faith Ringgold, to photography of Gordon Parks, and new media of Sam Gilliam and Martin
Puryear (installation art), the African American experience is reflected across generations and
works. Eight pages of color plates and black and white images throughout the book introduce both
favorite and new artists to students and adult readers alike. A sampling of the artists included:
Romare Bearden, Elizabeth Catlett, Achamyele Debela, and Melvin Edwards.
  basquiat anatomy: Life and Death on the New York Dance Floor, 1980–1983 Tim
Lawrence, 2016-09-15 As the 1970s gave way to the 80s, New York's party scene entered a
ferociously inventive period characterized by its creativity, intensity, and hybridity. Life and Death
on the New York Dance Floor chronicles this tumultuous time, charting the sonic and social
eruptions that took place in the city’s subterranean party venues as well as the way they cultivated
breakthrough movements in art, performance, video, and film. Interviewing DJs, party hosts,
producers, musicians, artists, and dancers, Tim Lawrence illustrates how the relatively discrete
post-disco, post-punk, and hip hop scenes became marked by their level of plurality, interaction, and
convergence. He also explains how the shifting urban landscape of New York supported the cultural
renaissance before gentrification, Reaganomics, corporate intrusion, and the spread of AIDS brought
this gritty and protean time and place in American culture to a troubled denouement.
  basquiat anatomy: Cultural Transformations in the English-Speaking World Cécile Cottenet,
Jean-Christophe Murat, Nathalie Vanfasse, 2009-12-14 In a context where cultural transformations
have become a basic feature of modern life as people and nations are brought closer together, this
book tackles transformations occurring within and across cultures of the English-speaking world in
the fields of literature, painting, architecture, photography and film. It helps readers decipher these
dynamic phenomena and situate them in a historical perspective. The articles move within and
across cultures and mirror the broad range of approaches to cultural practices that have appeared in
the past few decades. They provide readers with tools to work out the transformations these
practices undergo and the new life and meaning this process infuses into cultures of the
English-speaking world. This book will be useful to graduate and doctoral students as well as
post-doctoral researchers working in film studies, cultural studies, art history, literature and
creative writing. Its clear language and pedagogical approaches will also make it accessible to the
general public.
  basquiat anatomy: New York Magazine , 1992-11-09 New York magazine was born in 1968
after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as the
trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission



has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  basquiat anatomy: New York Magazine , 1992-11-09 New York magazine was born in 1968
after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as the
trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  basquiat anatomy: Artist's Journey Travis Elborough, 2023-10-03 Follow in the footsteps of
some of the world’s most famous painters in this fascinating work from the Journeys of Note series.
Some truly remarkable works of art have been inspired by artists spending time away from their
typical surroundings. From epic road trips and arduous treks into remote territories to cultural tours
and sojourns in the finest hotels, this book explores 30 influential journeys taken by artistic greats
and reveals the repercussions of those travels on the painters’ personal lives and the broader
cultural landscape. Award-winning author Travis Elborough brings each of these trips to life with
fascinating insights into the stories behind the creation of some of the world’s most famous
paintings, including Henri Matisse’s vivid paintings of Morocco, Katsushika Hokusai’s woodblock
prints of Mount Fuji in Japan, Marianne North’s paintings of India and David Hockney’s California
pool paintings.
  basquiat anatomy: Art History and Fetishism Abroad Gabriele Genge, Angela Stercken,
2014-12-15 By focusing on the various modes and media of the fetishised object, this anthology
shifts the debates on thingness into a new global art historical perspective. The contributors explore
the attention given to those material images, in both artistic and cultural practice from the heyday of
colonial expansion until today. They show that in becoming vehicles and agents of transculturality,
so called »fetishes« take shape in the 17th to 19th century aesthetics, psychology and ethnography –
and furthermore inspire a recent discourse on magical practice and its secular meanings requiring
altered art historical approaches and methods.
  basquiat anatomy: The Man Nobody Killed Elon Green, 2025-03-11 The first comprehensive
book about Michael Stewart, the young Black artist and model who was the victim of a fatal assault
by police in 1983, from Elon Green, the Edgar Award-winning author of Last Call. At twenty-five
years old, Michael Stewart was a young Black aspiring artist, deejay, and model, looking to make a
name for himself in the vibrant downtown art scene of the early 1980’s New York City. On
September 15, 1983, he was brutally beaten by New York City Transit Authority police for allegedly
tagging a 14th Street subway station wall. Witnesses reported officers beating him with billy clubs
and choking him with a nightstick. Stewart arrived at Bellevue Hospital hog-tied with no heartbeat
and died after thirteen days in a coma. This was, at that point, the most widely noticed act of police
brutality in the city's history. The Man Nobody Killed recounts the cultural impact of Michael
Stewart’s life and death. The Stewart case quickly catalyzed movements across multiple
communities. It became a rallying cry, taken up by artists and singers including Madonna, Keith
Haring, Spike Lee, and Jean-Michel Basquiat, tabloid legends such as Jimmy Breslin and Murray
Kempton, and the pioneering local news reporter, Gabe Pressman. The Stewart family and the
downtown arts community of 1980s New York demanded justice for Michael, leading to multiple
investigations into the circumstances of his wrongful death. Elon Green, the Edgar Award–winning
author of Last Call, presents the first comprehensive narrative account of Michael Stewart's life and
killing, the subsequent court proceedings, and the artistic aftermath. In the vein of The Short and
Tragic Life of Robert Peace and His Name is George Floyd, Green brings us the story of a promising
life cut short and a vivid snapshot of the world surrounding this loss. A tragedy set in stark contrast
against the hope, activism, and creativity of the 1980’s New York City art scene, The Man Nobody
Killed serves as a poignant reminder of recurring horrors in American history and explores how, and
for whom, the justice system fails.
  basquiat anatomy: Posthumous Art, Law and the Art Market Sharon Hecker, Peter J. Karol,



2022-04-28 This book takes an interdisciplinary, transnational and cross-cultural approach to reflect
on, critically examine and challenge the surprisingly robust practice of making art after death in an
artist's name, through the lenses of scholars from the fields of art history, economics and law, as
well as practicing artists. Works of art conceived as multiples, such as sculptures, etchings, prints,
photographs and conceptual art, can be—and often are—remade from original models and plans long
after the artist has passed. Recent sales have suggested a growing market embrace of posthumous
works, contemporaneous with questioning on the part of art history. Legal norms seem unready for
this surge in posthumous production and are beset by conflict across jurisdictions. Non-Western
approaches to posthumous art, from Chinese emulations of non-living artists to Native American
performances, take into account rituals of generational passage at odds with contemporary,
market-driven approaches. The book will be of interest to scholars working in art history, the art
market, art law, art management, museum studies and economics.
  basquiat anatomy: Whitney Museum of American Art Whitney Museum of American Art,
2015-01-01 An exciting guide to, and celebration of, the Whitney Museum and its outstanding
collection of American art This all-new handbook, a fresh look at the Whitney Museum of American
Art's collection, highlights the museum's extraordinary holdings and its fascinating history.
Featuring iconic pieces by artists such as Calder, Hopper, Johns, O'Keeffe, and Warhol--as well as
numerous works by under-recognized individuals--this is not only a guide to the Whitney's collection,
but also a remarkable primer on modern and contemporary American art. Beautifully illustrated with
abundant new photography, the book pairs scholarly entries on 350 artists with images of some of
their most significant works. The museum's history and the evolution of its collection, including the
Whitney's important distinction as one of the few American museums founded by an artist, and the
notion of American in relation to the collection, are covered in two short essays. Published to
coincide with the Whitney's highly anticipated move to a new facility in downtown New York in the
spring of 2015, this book celebrates the museum's storied past and vibrant present as it looks ahead
to its future.
  basquiat anatomy: Severally Seeking Sartre Benedict O’Donohoe, 2014-01-03 This collection
of twelve essays by scholars from the USA, Canada, the UK and Japan, presents fresh perspectives
on familiar Sartrean subjects and novel approaches to neglected ones. Divided into four equal parts
– Aesthetics, Philosophy, Politics and Revolt – its chapters reflect both the eclectic scope of Sartre’s
project and the dynamic attention it continues to attract. Moreover, this intellectual interest extends
beyond the field of “Sartre studies” and across the generations, from established specialists to
younger academics regarding Sartre from some surprising new angles: Pop-Art and jazz prove to be
revealing prisms, as do dialogues with Dennett, Ilyenkov, Badiou and Genet, among others. In short,
this is a book whose original essays make a lively contribution to the continuing critical conversation
around the work of Jean-Paul Sartre.
  basquiat anatomy: Unpackaging Art of the 1980s Alison Pearlman, 2003-06-15 American art of
the 1980s is as misunderstood as it is notorious. Critics of the time feared that market hype and
self-promotion threatened the integrity of art. They lashed out at contemporary art, questioning the
validity of particular media and methods and dividing the art into opposing camps. While
controversies have since subsided, critics still view art of the 1980s as a stylistic battlefield. Alison
Pearlman rejects this picture, which is truer of the period's criticism than of its art. Pearlman
reassesses the works and careers of six artists who became critics' biggest targets. In each of three
chapters, she pairs two artists the critics viewed as emblematic of a given trend: Julian Schnabel and
David Salle in association with Neo-Expressionism; Jean-Michel Basquiat and Keith Haring vis-à-vis
Graffiti Art; and Peter Halley and Jeff Koons in relation to Simulationism. Pearlman shows how all
these artists shared important but unrecognized influences and approaches: a crucial and
overwhelming inheritance of 1960s and 1970s Conceptualism, a Warholian understanding of public
identity, and a deliberate and nuanced use of past styles and media. Through in-depth discussions of
works, from Haring's body-paintings of Grace Jones to Schnabel's movie Basquiat, Pearlman
demonstrates how these artists' interests exemplified a broader, generational shift unrecognized by



critics. She sees this shift as starting not in the 1980s but in the mid-1970s, when key developments
in artistic style, art-world structures, and consumer culture converged to radically alter the course
of American art. Unpackaging Art of the 1980s offers an innovative approach to one of the most
significant yet least understood episodes in twentieth-century art.
  basquiat anatomy: Michael Jackson and the Quandary of a Black Identity Sherrow O. Pinder,
2021-08-01 In Michael Jackson and the Quandary of a Black Identity, Sherrow O. Pinder explores the
ways in which the late singer's racial identification process problematizes conceptualizations of race
and the presentation of blackness that reduces blacks to a bodily mark. Pinder is particularly
interested in how Michael Jackson simultaneously performs his racial identity and posits it against
strict binary racial definitions, neither black nor white. While Jackson's self-fashioning deconstructs
and challenges the corporeal notions of natural bodies and fixed identities, negative readings of the
King of Pop fuel epithets such as weird or freak, subjecting him to a form of antagonism that denies
the black body its self-determination. Thus, for Jackson, racial identification becomes a deeply
ambivalent process, which leads to the fragmentation of his identity into plural identities. Pinder
shows how Jackson as a racialized subject is discursively confined to a third space, a liminal space of
ambivalence.
  basquiat anatomy: Print Quarterly , 2009
  basquiat anatomy: Biography of X Catherine Lacey, 2023-03-21 Named one of the Ten Best
Books of 2023 by Time (#1), Vulture, and Publishers Weekly, and one of the Best Books of 2023 by
The New York Times, the New Yorker, NPR, the Los Angeles Times, Vanity Fair, Esquire, the
Chicago Tribune, Kirkus, Lit Hub, and Amazon. National Bestseller. Winner of the 2024 Lambda
Literary Award for Lesbian Fiction and the 2023 Brooklyn Library Prize, a finalist for the Dylan
Thomas Prize, and longlisted for the PEN/Faulkner Award and the Mark Twain American Voice in
Literature Award. A New York Times Book Review Editors’ Choice. “A major novel, and a notably
audacious one.” —Dwight Garner, The New York Times From one of our fiercest stylists, a roaring
epic chronicling the life, times, and secrets of a notorious artist. When X—an iconoclastic artist,
writer, and polarizing shape-shifter—falls dead in her office, her widow, CM, wild with grief and
refusing everyone’s good advice, hurls herself into writing a biography of the woman she deified.
Though X was recognized as a crucial creative force of her era, she kept a tight grip on her life story.
Not even CM knows where X was born, and in her quest to find out, she opens a Pandora’s box of
secrets, betrayals, and destruction. All the while, she immerses herself in the history of the Southern
Territory, a fascist theocracy that split from the rest of the country after World War II, and which
finally, in the present day, is being forced into an uneasy reunification. A masterfully constructed
literary adventure complete with original images assembled by X’s widow, Biography of X follows
CM as she traces X’s peripatetic trajectory over decades, from Europe to the ruins of America’s
divided territories, and through her collaborations and feuds with everyone from Bowie and Waits to
Sontag and Acker. At last, when she finally understands the scope of X’s defining artistic project, CM
realizes her wife’s deceptions were far crueler than she imagined. Pulsing with suspense and
intellect while blending nonfiction and fiction, Biography of X is a roaring epic that plumbs the
depths of grief, art, and love. In her most ambitious novel yet, Catherine Lacey pushes her craft to
its highest level, introducing us to an unforgettable character who, in her tantalizing mystery, shows
us the fallibility of the stories we craft for ourselves.
  basquiat anatomy: Pop Goes the Decade Thomas Harrison, 2017-08-24 This fascinating
overview of popular culture in the 1980s describes the decade of excess that resulted from the
social, political, and economic conditions of the time, documenting why so many milestones in
entertainment, arts, and technology occurred the 80s. Popular culture in the United States in the
1980s—as reflected in film, television, music, technology, and art—serves to illustrate the general
feeling of American citizens during this decade that the sky was the limit, and the only thing better
than big was bigger. This title provides readers with an engaging, in-depth study of the 1980s and
supplies the larger historical and social context of popular culture in an era when the extraordinary
seemed normal and all the rules were being rewritten. The book's wide scope includes the concepts,



fashions, foods, sports, television, movies, and music that became popular in the 1980s. Readers will
see how specific elements of the decade, such as visual art and architecture, reflect the sense of
change in the 1980s, often through excessive displays of expression that helped further movements
into the avant-garde. The technological advances, entertainment developments, and game changers
that were essential to establishing the popular culture of the decade are highlighted, as is the trend
of how personal expression in the 80s began to penetrate a wider segment of American culture,
spanning across all ages. The book also calls attention to the standout events and individuals who
influenced society in the 1980s, with emphasis on the figures who intentionally used pop culture as
an avenue for change as well as the influences from the 1980s that are still felt today.
  basquiat anatomy: New Spirit, New Sculpture, New Money Richard Cork, 2003-01-01
Overzicht van de moderne beeldende kunst in Groot-Brittannië in de jaren '80.
  basquiat anatomy: Boricua Pop Frances Negrón-Muntaner, 2004-06-01 Boricua Pop is the
first book solely devoted to Puerto Rican visibility, cultural impact, and identity formation in the U.S.
and at home. Frances Negrón-Muntaner explores everything from the beloved American musical
West Side Story to the phenomenon of singer/actress/ fashion designer Jennifer Lopez, from the faux
historical chronicle Seva to the creation of Puerto Rican Barbie, from novelist Rosario Ferré to
performer Holly Woodlawn, and from painter provocateur Andy Warhol to the seemingly overnight
success story of Ricky Martin. Negrón-Muntaner traces some of the many possible itineraries of
exchange between American and Puerto Rican cultures, including the commodification of Puerto
Rican cultural practices such as voguing, graffiti, and the Latinization of pop music. Drawing from
literature, film, painting, and popular culture, and including both the normative and the odd, the
canonized authors and the misfits, the island and its diaspora, Boricua Pop is a fascinating blend of
low life and high culture: a highly original, challenging, and lucid new work by one of our most
talented cultural critics.
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