
anatomy of the liver posterior view
anatomy of the liver posterior view is a fascinating subject that delves into
the complex structure and function of one of the body's vital organs. The
liver, which plays a crucial role in metabolism, detoxification, and nutrient
storage, can be visualized from various perspectives. Understanding the
anatomy of the liver from the posterior view offers insights into its
relationships with adjacent organs and structures. This article will explore
the liver’s anatomical features, its vascular supply, the surrounding
structures visible from the posterior aspect, and its clinical significance.
Additionally, it will provide a comprehensive overview of the liver's
function, common diseases associated with it, and the importance of imaging
techniques in assessing liver health.
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Anatomical Overview of the Liver

The liver is the largest internal organ in the human body, weighing between
1.2 to 1.5 kilograms in adults. It is located in the upper right quadrant of
the abdomen, primarily under the rib cage. The liver is divided into two main
lobes: the right lobe, which is significantly larger, and the left lobe. The
organ is responsible for numerous essential functions, including bile
production, metabolism of nutrients, detoxification of harmful substances,
and storage of vitamins and minerals.

The liver is encased in a fibrous capsule known as Glisson's capsule, which
provides structure and protection. Internally, the liver is composed of
specialized cells called hepatocytes, which perform the bulk of the organ's
metabolic functions. The liver also contains bile ducts, blood vessels, and



specialized immune cells known as Kupffer cells, which help in filtering
blood and removing pathogens.

Posterior View Anatomy of the Liver

The anatomy of the liver posterior view reveals a unique arrangement of
structures not typically seen from the anterior perspective. From this view,
the liver exhibits a smooth, convex surface that is in direct contact with
the diaphragm. The posterior aspect of the liver is crucial for understanding
its anatomical relationships with surrounding organs and tissues.

Key Features in the Posterior View

When examining the posterior view of the liver, several key features are
identifiable:

Fissures: The posterior view highlights the presence of the falciform
ligament and the ligamentum teres, which help demarcate the liver lobes.

Diaphragmatic Surface: The superior surface of the liver contacts the
diaphragm, playing a role in respiratory movements.

Hepatic Veins: The major hepatic veins drain blood from the liver and
are visible in this view.

Understanding these features is essential for medical professionals,
particularly when assessing liver health and function in various clinical
scenarios.

Vascular Supply of the Liver

The liver has a unique blood supply system, receiving blood from two main
sources: the hepatic artery and the portal vein. The posterior view allows
for examination of these vessels and their relationships to the liver.

Hepatic Artery and Portal Vein

The hepatic artery supplies oxygen-rich blood to the liver, while the portal



vein carries nutrient-rich blood from the gastrointestinal tract. The hepatic
artery can be observed branching from the celiac trunk, while the portal vein
is formed by the convergence of the superior mesenteric and splenic veins.

Hepatic artery: Supplies approximately 25% of the liver's blood flow.

Portal vein: Supplies about 75% of the liver's blood flow, delivering
nutrients from the intestines.

This dual blood supply is vital for the liver's metabolic functions, allowing
it to process nutrients effectively while also receiving the necessary oxygen
to maintain cellular activities.

Surrounding Structures in the Posterior View

From the posterior aspect, several other anatomical structures are visible
that interact with the liver. Understanding these relationships is crucial
for diagnosing liver-related conditions and planning surgical interventions.

Adjacent Organs

Several key organs are located near the posterior aspect of the liver:

Right Kidney: Positioned inferiorly to the liver, the right kidney is
closely related to the liver's posterior surface.

Diaphragm: The liver's superior surface is in contact with the
diaphragm, affecting respiratory function.

Gallbladder: Although primarily located anteriorly, its proximity to the
liver plays a role in bile storage and secretion.

These relationships are essential for understanding the potential
complications that can arise from conditions affecting the liver, such as
hepatomegaly or liver tumors, which may impact adjacent structures.



Clinical Significance of the Liver Anatomy

The anatomy of the liver, particularly from the posterior view, has
significant clinical implications. Understanding the anatomical relationships
and vascular supply is crucial for healthcare professionals when diagnosing
and treating liver diseases.

Common Liver Diseases

Several diseases can affect liver function, including:

Hepatitis: Inflammation of the liver, often viral in origin.

Cirrhosis: Scarring of the liver tissue, often due to chronic liver
disease.

Liver tumors: Both benign and malignant tumors can arise in the liver,
affecting its function and anatomy.

Understanding the anatomy of the liver can aid in the early detection and
treatment of these conditions, improving patient outcomes.

Imaging Techniques for Liver Assessment

Modern imaging techniques play a crucial role in assessing liver anatomy and
detecting abnormalities. The posterior view is often visualized through
various imaging modalities.

Common Imaging Modalities

Several imaging techniques are used to evaluate liver anatomy and pathology:

Ultrasound: A non-invasive method that provides real-time images of the
liver.

CT Scan: Offers detailed cross-sectional images, allowing for
comprehensive assessment of liver structures.



MRI: Provides high-resolution images and is particularly useful for soft
tissue differentiation.

These imaging techniques enhance the understanding of the liver's anatomical
features, aiding in the diagnosis and management of liver diseases.

Conclusion

The anatomy of the liver posterior view is a critical area of study that
reveals much about this essential organ's structure and function. By
understanding the liver's anatomy, vascular supply, and relationships with
surrounding structures, medical professionals can better diagnose and treat
liver-related diseases. Furthermore, advances in imaging techniques have
significantly improved our ability to visualize and assess liver health,
making it a vital aspect of clinical practice.

Q: What structures are visible in the posterior view
of the liver?
A: In the posterior view of the liver, key structures such as the diaphragm,
right kidney, and major hepatic veins are visible. The falciform ligament and
the ligamentum teres can also be identified, helping to demarcate the liver
lobes.

Q: Why is the posterior anatomy of the liver
important in clinical practice?
A: Understanding the posterior anatomy of the liver is crucial for diagnosing
and managing liver diseases, as it reveals the organ's relationships with
adjacent structures and aids in planning surgical interventions.

Q: What are the main blood supplies to the liver?
A: The liver receives blood from two main sources: the hepatic artery, which
supplies oxygen-rich blood, and the portal vein, which carries nutrient-rich
blood from the gastrointestinal tract.

Q: What imaging techniques are used to assess the
liver?
A: Common imaging techniques for assessing the liver include ultrasound, CT



scans, and MRI, each providing different perspectives and information about
liver anatomy and pathology.

Q: What are some common liver diseases?
A: Common liver diseases include hepatitis, cirrhosis, and liver tumors,
which can significantly affect liver function and overall health.

Q: How does the liver interact with the diaphragm?
A: The liver's superior surface contacts the diaphragm, which plays a role in
respiratory movements, and any enlargement of the liver may affect diaphragm
function.

Q: What role do Kupffer cells play in the liver?
A: Kupffer cells are specialized immune cells located in the liver that help
filter the blood and remove pathogens, contributing to the organ's immune
function.

Q: How does liver anatomy change with disease?
A: Liver diseases can lead to changes such as hepatomegaly (enlargement),
fibrosis, or the formation of tumors, which can alter the organ's shape and
function, observable through imaging.

Q: What is the significance of the ligamentum teres?
A: The ligamentum teres is a remnant of the umbilical vein and serves as an
important landmark in liver anatomy, helping to identify the borders between
the liver lobes in imaging studies.

Q: Why is understanding liver anatomy crucial for
surgery?
A: A thorough understanding of liver anatomy is essential for surgeons to
minimize complications during procedures, ensure proper vascular control, and
avoid damaging adjacent structures during liver surgeries.
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  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Anatomy Coloring Workbook, 4th Edition The Princeton
Review, Edward Alcamo, 2017-06-13 An Easier and Better Way to Learn Anatomy. The Anatomy
Coloring Workbook, 4th Edition uses the act of coloring to provide you with a clear and concise
understanding of anatomy. This interactive approach takes less time than rote memorization, and
thoroughly fixes anatomical concepts in your mind for easier visual recall later. An invaluable
resource for students of anatomy, physiology, biology, psychology, nursing & nutrition, medicine,
fitness education, art, and more, the Anatomy Coloring Workbook includes: • 126 coloring plates
with precise, easy-to-follow renderings of anatomical structures • Comprehensive explanations of
the pictured structures and anatomical concepts • An introductory section on terminology to get you
started and coloring suggestions to assist you • A glossary of common anatomical terms for quick
reference • New injury & ailment appendices, with additional memorization techniques The includes
the following sections: • Introduction to Anatomy • The Integumentary System • The Skeletal
System • The Muscular System • The Nervous System • The Endocrine System • The Circulatory
System • The Lymphatic System • The Digestive System • The Respiratory System • The Urinary
System • The Reproductive System
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Anatomy Coloring Workbook I. Edward Alcamo,
Princeton Review, 2012 Learning and remembering all of the parts of the body can be
overwhelming, and the Anatomy Coloring Workbook is an invaluable tool to aid future healthcare
professionals with their studies.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Essential Anatomy Princeton Review, 2012-04-15 With
full-color illustrations and essential terms and concepts, the Princeton Review's ESSENTIAL
ANATOMY FLASHCARDS put all need-to-know anatomy information at your fingertips! This
indispensible flashcard set will help you memorize the most important information about human
anatomy, study for medical or healthcare exams, and review for clinical practice. It features: ·
Vibrant and detailed images on card fronts, with need-to-know structures labeled by number for easy
self-testing · Corresponding labels on card backs, along with view, relevant Q&As, and explanatory
text · Coded by system (card colors) and body region (card icons) for two ways to organize your
studies · All included concepts listed on Contents cards with page numbers for quick reference This
handy set of flashcards is an invaluable resource for students of anatomy, medicine, physiology,
biology, pyschology, nursing, medical technology, pharmacy, and more!
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Human Anatomy with COLOR ATLAS and Clinical
Integration Volume 3(Lower Limb) & 4(Abdomen and Pelvis) Mr. Rohit Manglik, 2024-07-24
Combining anatomical precision with clinical relevance, these volumes cover the lower limb and
abdominal regions using detailed color diagrams and medical insights.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Exploring Anatomy in the Laboratory Erin C.
Amerman, 2016-01-01 Exploring Anatomy in the Laboratory is a comprehensive, beautifully
illustrated, and affordably priced manual is appropriate for a one-semester anatomy-only laboratory
course. Through focused activities and by eliminating redundant exposition and artwork found in
most primary textbooks, this manual complements the lecture material and serves as an efficient
and effective tool for learning in the lab.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Anatomy for Diagnostic Imaging E-Book Stephanie Ryan,
Michelle McNicholas, Stephen J. Eustace, 2011-12-02 This book covers the normal anatomy of the
human body as seen in the entire gamut of medical imaging. It does so by an initial traditional
anatomical description of each organ or system followed by the radiological anatomy of that part of
the body using all the relevant imaging modalities. The third edition addresses the anatomy of new
imaging techniques including three-dimensional CT, cardiac CT, and CT and MR angiography as well
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as the anatomy of therapeutic interventional radiological techniques guided by fluoroscopy,
ultrasound, CT and MR. The text has been completely revised and over 140 new images, including
some in colour, have been added. A series of 'imaging pearls' have been included with most sections
to emphasise clinically and radiologically important points. The book is primarily aimed at those
training in radiology and preparing for the FRCR examinations, but will be of use to all radiologists
and radiographers both in training and in practice, and to medical students, physicians and surgeons
and all who use imaging as a vital part of patient care. The third edition brings the basics of
radiological anatomy to a new generation of radiologists in an ever-changing world of imaging. This
book covers the normal anatomy of the human body as seen in the entire gamut of medical imaging.
It does so by an initial traditional anatomical description of each organ or system followed by the
radiological anatomy of that part of the body using all the relevant imaging modalities. The third
edition addresses the anatomy of new imaging techniques including three-dimensional CT, cardiac
CT, and CT and MR angiography as well as the anatomy of therapeutic interventional radiological
techniques guided by fluoroscopy, ultrasound, CT and MR. The text has been completely revised and
over 140 new images, including some in colour, have been added. A series of 'imaging pearls' have
been included with most sections to emphasise clinically and radiologically important points. The
book is primarily aimed at those training in radiology, but will be of use to all radiologists and
radiographers both in training and in practice, and to medical students, physicians and surgeons and
all who use imaging as a vital part of patient care. The third edition brings the basics of radiological
anatomy to a new generation of radiologists in an ever-changing world of imaging. - Anatomy of new
radiological techniques and anatomy relevant to new staging or treatment regimens is emphasised. -
'Imaging Pearls' that emphasise clinically and radiologically important points have been added
throughout. - The text has been revised to reflect advances in imaging since previous edition. - Over
100 additional images have been added.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Basic Science for the MRCS, E-Book Michael S.
Delbridge, Wissam Al-Jundi, 2022-04-07 A concise revision guide to the core basic sciences for all
surgical trainees preparing for Part A of the Intercollegiate MRCS examination. Covering the
essential facts for anatomy, physiology and pathology, with indications of both their clinical
relevance and importance. Focusing on the recurring examination themes for initial surgical
training, this title is designed for the basic surgical trainee as well as proving useful for those in
higher surgical training and for the surgically-inclined, well-motivated student. - Covers the
essentials of the basic sciences – anatomy, physiology and pathology - for the MRCS examination. -
Explains the application and clinical relevance of the three sciences. - Bulleted text for easy reading
and rapid exam preparation. - Focused on the common themes of the examination. - Clear annotated
line drawings to aid learning. - 250 new online single-best answer questions in the format of the
MRCS Part A examination. Each answer will refer back to text for further reading as required. - New
OSCE 'Clinical scenarios' at the end of every chapter.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: A Visual Analogy Guide to Human Anatomy and
Physiology, Fourth Edition Paul A Krieger, 2022-01-14 A Visual Analogy Guide to Human Anatomy&
Physiology, 4e is an affordable and effective study aid for students enrolled in an introductory
anatomy and physiology course. This book uses visual analogies to assist the student in learning the
details of human anatomy and physiology. Using these analogies, students can take things they
already know from experiences in everyday life and apply them to anatomical structures and
physiological concepts with which they are unfamiliar. This book offers a variety of learning
activities for students such as, labeling diagrams, creating their own drawings, or coloring existing
black-and-white illustrations to better understand the material presented.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: The Biliary System David Q.-H. Wang, 2012-03-12 The
exponential expansion of knowledge in the field of hepatobiliary diseases makes systematic revisions
of current concepts almost mandatory nowadays. This eBook summarizes the progress in
understanding the molecular mechanism of cholesterol and bile acid metabolism and the
physical-chemistry of biliary lipids, with emphasis on biliary lipid metabolism that is regulated by



nuclear receptors in the hepatobiliary system. By guiding the readers through the various aspects of
anatomy, physiology, and biochemistry of all players involved in bile formation, this eBook is
intended to be a compendium of recent progresses in understanding the molecular mechanisms of
cholesterol and bile acid metabolism.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Orientated Sectional and Surface Anatomy of the
Living Person K. H. Sit, 1994 This volume is a unique textbook that explains sectional anatomy in
line illustrations, the primary objective being clarity since didactic line drawings are clear while
photographs with indistinct outlines may not be. Sections at known anatomical planes and regions
are stressed throughout. This helps the correlation of sectional anatomy with topographical
anatomy. Particularly helpful to medical students and practising doctors who must come across CT
scans and MRIs of patients.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: How to Draw Anatomy Phillip Molloy, 2023 How To
Draw Anatomy offers a practical, step-by-step guide to drawing anatomical diagrams. Providing an
overview of the gross anatomy of each organ system, this handy guide teaches you how to draw,
learn, and retain anatomy that is both anatomically correct and easy to replicate. Offering a solid
foundation in anatomical knowledge, these simple and concise diagrams can be easily replicated
under pressure - be it in an exam or in a patient consultation.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Atlas of Human Anatomy F. Kiss, J. Szentágothai,
2012-12-06 AFTER ten years' preparation the first edition of our Atlas of Human Anatomy was
published between 1946 and 1951. Our experience enabled us to improve each of the subsequent
editions and the present one has also been thoroughly revised and enlarged to allow the inclusion of
more instructive illus trations. Throughout we have adhered to our original intention that this work
should be a well propor tioned Atlas of life-like illustrations primarily for medical students but also
useful to the practising physician and surgeon. The introduction of topographical illustrations in the
third volume has been welcomed by readers and, while not embarking on histology,
semi-microscopic figures have been introduced into some chapters for a better understanding of
function. We did not deviate without reason from the currently accepted methods of illustrating the
elements of the different systems such as bones, joints, muscles, vessels and nerves and we were at
pains to base our illustrations on original dissections and to include in them only essential details.
The use of colour in the illustrations, introduced by the Italian anatomist Aselli (1627), was with
didactic intent. The legends to the illustrations of this edition use the nomenclature of the Nomina
Anatomica, Paris 1955 (PNA) , as revised in New York in 1960.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Anatomy and Physiology E-Book Kevin T. Patton, Gary
A. Thibodeau, Andrew Hutton, 2020-02-25 Renowned for its clarity and accessibility of writing style,
this popular volume explains the fundamental principles of human anatomy and physiology while
exploring the factors that contribute to disease process. Rich with helpful learning features such as
Mechanisms of Disease, Health Matters, Diagnostic Study, and Sport and Fitness, this volume has
been fully updated to make full reference to European healthcare systems, including drugs, relevant
investigations and local treatment protocols. The also book comes with an extensive website facility
(which includes a wide array of helpful lecturer resources) and accompanying Brief Atlas of the
Human Body and Quick Guide to the Language of Science and Medicine. Anatomy and Physiology,
Adapted International Edition, will be ideal for students of nursing and allied health professions,
biomedical and paramedical science, operating department practice, complementary therapy and
massage therapy, as well as anyone studying BTEC (or equivalent) human biology. - Unique 'Clear
View of the Human Body' allows the reader to build up a view of the body layer by layer - Clear,
conversational writing style helps demystify the complexities of human biology - Content presented
in digestible 'chunks' to aid reading and retention of facts - Consistent unifying themes, such as the
'Big Picture' and 'Cycle of Life' features, help readers understand the interrelation of body systems
and how they are influenced by age and development - Accompanying Brief Atlas of the Human Body
offers more than 100 full-colour transparencies and supplemental images that cover body parts,
organs, cross sections, radiography images, and histology slides - Quick Guide to the Language of



Science and Medicine contains medical terminology and scientific terms, along with pronunciations,
definitions, and word part breakdowns for terms highlighted in the text - Numerous feature boxes
such as Language of Science and Language of Medicine, Mechanisms of Disease, Health Matters,
Diagnostic Study, FYI, and Sport and Fitness provide interesting and important side considerations
to the main text - More than 1,400 full-colour photographs and spectacular drawings illustrate the
most current scientific knowledge and help bring difficult concepts to life - Quick Check Questions
within each chapter help reinforce learning by prompting readers to review what they just read -
Chapter outlines, chapter objectives and study tips begin each chapter - Outline summaries, review
questions, critical thinking questions, and case studies are included at the end of each chapter -
Study Hints found throughout the text give practical advice to students about mnemonics or other
helpful means of understanding or recall - Connect IT! features link to additional content online to
facilitate wider study - Helpful Glossary and Anatomical Directions - Ideal for students who are new
to the subject, or returning to study after a period of absence, and for anyone whose first language is
not English
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Moore's Clinically Oriented Anatomy Arthur F. Dalley
II, Anne M. R. Agur, 2021-12-07 Renowned for its comprehensive coverage and engaging,
storytelling approach, the bestselling Moore’s Clinically Oriented Anatomy, 9th Edition, guides
students from initial anatomy and foundational science courses through clinical training and
practice. A popular resource for a variety of programs, this proven text serves as a complete
reference, emphasizing anatomy that is important in physical diagnosis for primary care,
interpretation of diagnostic imaging, and understanding the anatomical basis of emergency medicine
and general surgery. The 9th Edition reflects the latest changes in the clinical application of
anatomy as well as preparation for the USMLE while maintaining the highest standards for scientific
and clinical accuracy.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Human Anatomy Sam Jacob, 2007-10-11 HUMAN
ANATOMY: A CLINICALLY ORIENTATED APPROACH, part of the Illustrated Colour Text series,
provides a highly illustrated short account of human anatomy for medical and other health science
students. The illustrations include a high proportion of cadavaric photographs prepared especially
for this book. The organisation of the book follows the normal regional approach; the text
concentrates on the clinical relevance of the anatomy. Succint and highly illlustrated account of the
subject suitable for courses that have restricted anatomical teaching. Illustations include a larage
number of cadavaric photographs from specially prepared dissections Text emphasises clinical
relevance of subject Now in the easy to access Illustrated Colour Text format More clinical material
highlighted in boxes New chapter on anatomy of the breast
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: 2007 Annual Hospital Version Craig D. Puckett,
2006-10 2007 Annual Hospital: The Educational Annotation of ICD-9-CM code book includes
definitions and illustrations, anatomy & physiology reviews, DRG principles and coding alerts, as
well as AHA Coding Clinic References and the October 2006 Addenda. Includes volumes 1, 2 &3.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Moore's Essential Clinical Anatomy Anne M. R. Agur,
Arthur F. Dalley, 2023-01-06 Known for its hallmark Clinical Blue Boxes, Moore’s Essential Clinical
Anatomy, 7th Edition, combines an easy-to-read approach, dynamic surface anatomy and medical
imaging features, and engaging digital resources to build clinical confidence and equip users for
success from foundational science courses through clinical training and practice.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Studies from the Dept. of Anatomy, University of
Illinois College of Medicine, Chicago University of Illinois (Urbana-Champaign campus). College
of Medicine. Department of Anatomy, 1915
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: An Atlas of Clinical Nuclear Medicine, Second Edition
Ignac Fogelman, Michael N. Maisey, Susan E. M. Clarke, 1994-01-01 This atlas, the first edition of
which won the 1989 Glaxo Prize for Medical Writing, has now been brought up to date to cover new
techniques in the field. Every major body system is featured, along with coverage of SPECT for bone
imaging; new ventilation images for lung imaging; cerebral perfusion imaging for the brain; the use



of Tc MAG3 in the renal system; tomographic imaging of the heart; and the use of monoclonal
antibodies in the diagnosis and treatment of tumours.
  anatomy of the liver posterior view: Netter's Photographic Anatomy Companion -
E-Book Marios Loukas, Shane R. Tubbs, 2024-07-26 Connect what you see in prosections and
dissections in the anatomy lab with the detailed medical illustrations of Frank H. Netter, MD.
Netter's Photographic Anatomy Companion features 80 carefully selected plates from the
well-known Netter Atlas of Human Anatomy, each paired with photographs of real cadaver
prosections in the same position, plane, and view. This unique reference and study tool provides a
visual connection between the idealized anatomical concepts in Netter's famous illustrations with
the photos of body donors seen in the anatomy lab, making it an invaluable resource for learning
human anatomy, as a dissection reference, for practical exam review, and for prepping for surgical
rotations. - Provides a unique, visual connection between real-world cadaveric presentation in the
anatomy lab with Netter Atlas of Human Anatomy, the most widely used anatomy atlas for medical
programs. - Pairs dissection photographs side by side with classic Netter illustrations in the same
view and orientation, helping solve the common problem of dissected and prosected specimens of
body donors that do not closely resemble the idealized images in an illustrated atlas. - Makes it
easier to locate structures in a body donor and connect that structure with the detailed, high-quality
illustration of a didactic Netter plate, enabling you to more quickly discover, learn, and understand
anatomical structures and relationships. - An ideal reference tool for the prosection or dissection lab,
anatomy instructors, and medical and allied health students, as well as an excellent study aid outside
the lab for practicals, exams, and surgical rotations.
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