
anatomy of a parrot

anatomy of a parrot is an intricate subject that encompasses various aspects of these fascinating birds, from
their unique skeletal structure to their vibrant feather composition. Understanding the anatomy of a parrot is
essential for avian enthusiasts, pet owners, and anyone interested in bird biology. This comprehensive guide will
explore the key components of parrot anatomy, including their physical structure, organ systems, and
specialized adaptations that allow them to thrive in diverse environments. Additionally, we will discuss their
behavioral characteristics linked to their anatomy, highlighting the evolutionary traits that distinguish
parrots from other bird species.

In this article, you will find information organized into clearly defined sections, allowing for easy navigation
through the complexities of parrot anatomy.
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Overview of Parrot Anatomy
The anatomy of a parrot is specialized to suit their ecological roles as omnivorous foragers, social
creatures, and adept fliers. Parrots are known for their bright plumage, strong beaks, and social behavior.
Their anatomical features include a lightweight skeleton that aids in flight, a highly developed vocal
apparatus for communication, and powerful limbs for climbing and manipulating objects.

Understanding parrot anatomy begins with recognizing their classification within the avian world. Parrots
belong to the order Psittaciformes, which includes about 393 species found primarily in tropical and
subtropical regions. This diversity in species is accompanied by a variety of anatomical adaptations that cater
to different habitats and lifestyles.

Skeletal Structure
The skeletal structure of parrots is a remarkable aspect of their anatomy. It is designed for both strength and
lightweight efficiency, which are crucial for flight. The bones of parrots are pneumatic, meaning they contain air
spaces that reduce their overall weight without sacrificing structural integrity.

Key Features of Parrot Skeleton
The parrot skeleton includes several notable features:



Cranium: The skull of a parrot is somewhat large and rounded, providing space for the brain and
facilitating their exceptional vocal capabilities.

Beak: Parrots possess a strong, curved beak that is essential for cracking seeds and nuts. The beak is
made of keratin and is continuously growing.

Wings: The wing structure of parrots features a robust arrangement of flight feathers, allowing for
agile maneuvers in flight.

Legs and Feet: Parrots have zygodactyl feet, with two toes facing forward and two backward,
enhancing their ability to grasp branches and manipulate objects.

The lightweight and flexible nature of the parrot's skeleton supports their dynamic lifestyle, enabling both
flight and climbing.

Muscular System
The muscular system of parrots is intricately linked to their skeleton, providing the strength necessary for
flight, climbing, and manipulation of food. Parrots have powerful flight muscles that attach to the keel of the
breastbone, allowing for strong wing beats.

Muscle Types and Functions
Parrots utilize different types of muscles for various activities:

Flight Muscles: These include the pectoralis major and supracoracoideus muscles, which are crucial for
the upstroke and downstroke of flight.

Leg Muscles: Muscles in the legs enable parrots to perch securely and climb effectively.

Facial Muscles: Parrots have a range of facial muscles that allow for precise movements of their beak,
aiding in feeding and vocalization.

The coordination of these muscles allows parrots to perform complex movements and engage in social
behaviors.

Respiratory System
The respiratory system of parrots is highly efficient, optimized for their active lifestyle. Parrots possess a
unique respiratory system that includes air sacs, which facilitate a continuous flow of air through their
lungs.

Components of Parrot Respiratory System
Key components of the respiratory system include:

Lungs: Parrot lungs are relatively small but highly efficient, allowing for gas exchange during both
inhalation and exhalation.



Air Sacs: Parrots have multiple air sacs that store air, providing a constant supply of oxygen during
flight.

Bronchi: The branching bronchi lead from the trachea to the lungs and air sacs, facilitating airflow.

This unique respiratory system enables parrots to sustain high levels of activity without becoming fatigued.

Digestive System
The digestive system of parrots is adapted to their diet, which primarily consists of seeds, nuts, fruits, and
vegetables. Their digestive tract is specialized for processing fibrous and tough foods.

Digestive Process and Anatomy
The digestive system includes several key parts:

Beak: The beak is the first point of contact for food, where parrots use it to crack and manipulate their
diet.

Crop: The crop is an expandable pouch that stores food temporarily before it moves to the stomach.

Gizzard: This muscular organ grinds food, aiding in digestion, especially for hard seeds.

Intestines: The intestines absorb nutrients, with a relatively short length compared to other birds due
to the high nutrient density of their diet.

Parrots have evolved a digestive system that efficiently breaks down tough plant materials, allowing them to
extract essential nutrients.

Nervous System
The nervous system of parrots is complex and highly developed, allowing for advanced behaviors and
communication. Parrots are known for their intelligence and ability to mimic sounds, which is facilitated by
their sophisticated brain structure.

Components of Parrot Nervous System
The nervous system consists of:

Brain: The parrot brain is relatively large compared to body size, particularly the forebrain, which is
involved in learning and social interaction.

Nerves: A network of nerves connects the brain to various body parts, coordinating movement and
sensory perception.

Sense Organs: Parrots possess excellent vision and hearing, with large optic lobes and a well-developed
auditory system.



This advanced nervous system supports their cognitive abilities and social behaviors, making them one of the
most intelligent bird species.

Unique Adaptations
Parrots exhibit several unique anatomical adaptations that enhance their survival in the wild. These
adaptations contribute to their feeding strategies, social interactions, and environmental navigation.

Notable Adaptations
Some of the unique adaptations found in parrots include:

Coloration: Brightly colored feathers serve as camouflage in their natural habitats and play a role in
mating displays.

Vocalization: The specialized syrinx allows parrots to produce a wide range of sounds, facilitating
communication and social bonding.

Strong Feet: Their zygodactyl feet enable them to grasp and manipulate objects with precision.

These adaptations allow parrots to thrive in various environments, from rainforests to urban areas.

Behavioral Traits Related to Anatomy
The anatomy of a parrot significantly influences its behavior. Parrots are social birds that exhibit a range of
behaviors influenced by their physical structure.

Social and Feeding Behaviors
Parrots display several key behaviors:

Social Interaction: Their social structures often involve complex interactions, facilitated by vocal
communication and body language.

Foraging: The anatomy of their beaks allows them to extract food from difficult locations,
showcasing their adaptability.

Playfulness: Parrots often engage in play, utilizing their strong limbs and intelligence to explore their
environment.

Understanding these behaviors provides insight into the overall anatomy of a parrot and how it relates to
their interaction with the world.

The anatomy of a parrot reveals the intricate connections between their physical structure and their
ecological roles. From their specialized skeletal and muscular systems to their unique adaptations, each
aspect of their anatomy contributes to their survival and success as a species. These features not only
enhance their feeding and social abilities but also highlight the evolutionary strategies that have shaped their
existence.



Q: What are the main components of a parrot's skeleton?
A: A parrot's skeleton consists of several key components, including a lightweight cranium, a strong, curved
beak for feeding, wings designed for flight, and zygodactyl feet for grasping and climbing. The pneumatic nature
of their bones helps reduce weight for efficient flight.

Q: How does a parrot's respiratory system differ from that of other birds?
A: Parrots have a unique respiratory system that includes air sacs, allowing for a continuous flow of air
through their lungs. This adaptation supports their high metabolic needs during flight and enables them to
sustain prolonged activity without fatigue.

Q: What types of foods do parrots primarily consume?
A: Parrots primarily consume seeds, nuts, fruits, and vegetables. Their strong beaks are adapted to crack hard
shells and access the nutrients within, making their digestive system efficient for processing fibrous plant
materials.

Q: How do parrots communicate with each other?
A: Parrots communicate using a variety of vocalizations facilitated by their specialized syrinx. They can mimic
sounds and engage in complex social interactions, showcasing their intelligence and social structure.

Q: What is the significance of a parrot's zygodactyl feet?
A: The zygodactyl feet of parrots, which have two toes facing forward and two backward, are significant
for their ability to grasp branches, climb, and manipulate objects. This adaptation is crucial for their foraging
behavior and overall mobility.

Q: How do the physical adaptations of parrots aid in their survival?
A: The physical adaptations of parrots, such as their strong beaks, bright coloration, and keen auditory and
visual senses, aid in their survival by enabling them to efficiently forage for food, communicate with each
other, and evade predators.

Q: Are parrots solitary or social creatures?
A: Parrots are predominantly social creatures, often living in flocks. Their social structures are complex,
involving strong bonds between individuals and cooperative behaviors during foraging and nesting.

Q: What role does a parrot's brain play in its behavior?
A: A parrot's brain, particularly its well-developed forebrain, plays a crucial role in learning, problem-
solving, and social interactions. This advanced neurological capacity contributes to their reputation for
intelligence and ability to engage in complex behaviors.

Q: Can parrots adapt to urban environments?
A: Yes, many parrot species have adapted to urban environments. Their anatomical and behavioral flexibility
allows them to exploit new food sources and nesting sites, demonstrating their resilience in changing habitats.



Q: What unique reproductive traits do parrots exhibit?
A: Parrots often engage in monogamous pair bonding, and their reproductive traits include elaborate courtship
displays and the use of tree cavities for nesting. These traits are supported by their anatomical features, such
as strong beaks for excavating nesting sites.
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  anatomy of a parrot: Manual of Parrot Behavior Andrew Luescher, 2008-02-28 This
authoritative reference, the first of its kind, is a necessary addition to the library of any practitioner
or behaviorist who sees avain companion animals. Because of their beauty, intelligence, playfulness
and ability in mimicry, parrots are the most widely kept companion birds. It is estimated that more
than half of the psittacine cases presented to clinicians are the result of behavioral
problems-problems inherent to captivity. Bringing together a host of international experts on avian
behavior, Manual of Parrot Behavior explores the many facets of psittacine behavior, both normal
and abnormal. The book not only provides readers with a solid understanding of the basic principles
of psittacine behavior but also offers useful techniques of diagnosis and treatment for specific
problems. Covers both normal and abnormal parrot behavior Offers practical techniques on
diagnosis and treatment of behavior problems Written by a team of international experts on avian
behavior A necessary addition to the library of any practitioner of behaviorist who sees avian
companion animals
  anatomy of a parrot: Parrots For Dummies Nikki Moustaki, 2021-02-17 Repeat after me:
Parrots aren’t just for pirates! While parrots have a historical reputation for being a pirate's best
friend, in the modern-day U.S.—where birds are the nation’s third most popular household
pet-thousands of landlubbers are in on the act! And that’s not surprising—parrots are as
affectionate, friendly, and fun to be with as a dog or cat. They are also relatively low-maintenance,
with no rude 5 a.m. awakenings with demands for food or punishing walks. Renowned avian care
and behavior consultant Nikki Moustaki is your friendly guide to the colorful world of this intelligent
and chatty pet. In this book, you'll be introduced to the vibrant diversity of the parrot world, which
covers a wide variety of Psittacidae family members, including macaws, cockatiels, and parakeets.
You'll also learn the best ways to choose, care for, and love your resplendently feathered companion.
Pick your perfect parrot Devour the latest on nutrition Tame and train Make the perfect home
Whether you're just setting out in the parrot world or are a seasoned voyager on the parrot-y seas,
this 2nd edition of Parrots For Dummies has something for you and your pet—and will repay the
hard-won pirate gold you spent on it a thousand times over!
  anatomy of a parrot: Parrots of the Wild Catherine A. Toft, Timothy F. Wright, 2015-11-16
Parrots of the Wild is an exhaustive compendium of information about parrots, from their
evolutionary history to their behavior to present-day conservation issues. A must-have for anyone
interested in these amazing creatures. —Irene M. Pepperberg, Professor at Harvard University and
author of Alex & Me: How a Scientist and a Parrot Discovered a Hidden World of Animal
Intelligence—and Formed a Deep Bond in the Process If you like parrots then you'll love this book.
From their evolutionary past to their modern-day love lives, Parrots of the Wild presents a suitably
captivating read. I thought I knew a lot about parrots--until I delved into these pages. —Tony
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Juniper, author of What Has Nature Ever Done for Us? and Spix’s Macaw: The Race to Save the
World’s Rarest Bird Parrots of the Wild explores recent scientific discoveries and what they reveal
about the lives of wild parrots, which are among the most intelligent and rarest of birds. Catherine
A. Toft and Tim Wright discuss the evolutionary history of parrots and how this history affects
perceptual and cognitive abilities, diet and foraging patterns, and mating and social behavior. The
authors also discuss conservation status and the various ways different populations are adapting to a
world that is rapidly changing. The book focuses on general patterns across the 350-odd species of
parrots, as well as what can be learned from interesting exceptions to these generalities. A synthetic
account of the diversity and ecology of wild parrots, this book distills knowledge from the authors’
own research and from their review of more than 2,400 published scientific studies. The book is
enhanced by an array of illustrations, including nearly ninety color photos of wild parrots
represented in their natural habitats. Parrots of the Wild melds scientific exploration with features
directed at the parrot enthusiast to inform and delight a broad audience.
  anatomy of a parrot: Parrot Facts Yves Earhart, AI, 2025-02-18 Parrot Facts unveils the
complex cognitive world of parrots, exploring their remarkable vocal mimicry and surprising
problem-solving skills. These avian creatures possess unique cognitive abilities, challenging
traditional views of animal intelligence. One intriguing fact is their capacity for social learning,
mirroring behaviors they observe. Furthermore, parrots' syrinx and specific brain regions enable
them to imitate speech, offering valuable insights into the evolution of communication. The book
takes a scientific approach, drawing from avian biology, cognitive science, and zoology to present an
evidence-based overview. It presents detailed analyses of parrot behavior, supported by statistical
data and comparative analyses with other bird species. The structure of Parrot Facts guides readers
through a logical progression, beginning with basic biological characteristics and distribution, then
exploring vocal learning and cognitive abilities, and culminating in a discussion of evolutionary
pressures. This book distinguishes itself through its multidisciplinary lens, going beyond anecdotes
to provide a rigorous explanation of parrot behavior. By examining mechanisms behind vocal
imitation, the extent of cognitive skills, and evolutionary factors, Parrot Facts offers a deeper
appreciation for these intelligent birds and their place in the natural world.
  anatomy of a parrot: The Parrot Arthur Freud, 2007-08-20 Smart and outgoing, parrots are
the chosen bird of people who want a feathered cohort. An Owner's Guide to a Happy Healthy Pet is
the series to turn to when you want a basic reference that's reliable, up-to-date, and complete. These
guides feature: * Expert authors, plus renowned guest contributors on specialized topics * Full-color
photos throughout * Basic information on the breed, species, or topic * Complete coverage of care,
health, grooming, training, and more * Tips and techniques to make life with a pet more rewarding
  anatomy of a parrot: Radiology of Birds Sam Silverman, Lisa A. Tell, 2010 This book features
many high-quality images that demonstrate normal avian anatomic and radiographic features in a
wide variety of species so that you can recognize abnormal features. It includes directions for
patient positioning along with radiographic exposure guidelines. Use this atlas to interpret
radiographic images and make accurate diagnoses.
  anatomy of a parrot: Witty Parrot Words Sophia Rodriguez, AI, 2025-01-11 Witty Parrot Words
delves into the fascinating world of parrot vocalization, exploring how these intelligent birds master
human speech through a complex interplay of biological adaptation and cognitive processing. This
comprehensive exploration goes beyond simple mimicry, revealing how parrots' specialized neural
pathways and uniquely adapted vocal apparatus enable them to not only reproduce but potentially
comprehend human language patterns. The book presents a carefully structured journey through the
science of avian vocal abilities, beginning with the fundamental anatomy of parrot brains and vocal
organs before progressing to more complex aspects of learning and social behavior. Through
extensive research spanning multiple continents and species, from African Greys to Amazon Parrots,
readers discover how these birds process and reproduce human speech. The integration of
cutting-edge neuroimaging studies and behavioral experiments provides compelling evidence for the
sophisticated nature of parrot communication. Drawing from neurobiology, evolutionary biology, and



cognitive science, this work challenges traditional views of animal communication while maintaining
accessibility for both scientific and general audiences. The book's examination of vocal learning
mechanisms and their implications for understanding human language evolution makes it
particularly valuable for researchers, veterinarians, and bird enthusiasts alike. By connecting
findings from leading ornithological institutes with practical applications for parrot care, it offers a
unique blend of scientific rigor and practical insight into these remarkable creatures' capabilities.
  anatomy of a parrot: Neuroendocrine Regulation of Animal Vocalization Cheryl S. Rosenfeld,
Frauke Hoffmann, 2020-12-04 Neuroendocrine Regulation of Animal Vocalization: Mechanisms and
Anthropogenic Factors in Animal Communication examines the underpinning neuroendocrine (NE)
mechanisms that drive animal communication across taxa. Written by international subject experts,
the book focuses on the importance of animal communication in survival and reproduction at an
individual and species level, and the impact that increased production and accumulation of
endocrine-disrupting chemicals (EDCs) can have on these regulatory processes. This book discusses
sound production, perception, processing, and response across a range of animals. This includes
insects, fish, bats, birds, nonhuman primates, infant humans, and many others. Some chapters
analyze how neuroactive substances, endocrine control, and chemical pollution affect the physiology
of the animal's perceptive and sound-producing organs, as well as their auditory and vocal receptors
and pathways. Other chapters address the recent approaches governments have taken to protect
against the endocrine disruption of animal (vocal) behaviors. The book is a valuable resource for
researchers and advanced students seeking first-rate material on neuroendocrinological effects on
animal behavior and communication. - Serves as the most comprehensive cross-taxa study of its
kind, revolutionary in its focus on the impacts of EDCs on the processes guiding animal
communication - Emphasizes the importance of production, perception and processing of acoustic
vocalization for survival - Analyzes recent governmental policies and protections against the effects
of EDCs on humans and wildlife
  anatomy of a parrot: Field and Laboratory Methods in Animal Cognition Nereida
Bueno-Guerra, Federica Amici, 2018-08-09 Would you ask a honeybee to point at a screen and
recognise a facial expression? Or ask an elephant to climb a tree? While humans and non-human
species may inhabit the same world, it's likely that our perceptual worlds differ significantly.
Emphasising Uexküll's concept of 'umwelt', this volume offers practical advice on how animal
cognition can be successfully tested while avoiding anthropomorphic conclusions. The chapters
describe the capabilities of a range of animals - from ants, to lizards to chimpanzees - revealing how
to successfully investigate animal cognition across a variety of taxa. The book features contributions
from leading cognition researchers, each offering a series of examples and practical tips drawn from
their own experience. Together, the authors synthesise information on current field and laboratory
methods, providing researchers and graduate students with methodological advice on how to
formulate research questions, design experiments and adapt studies to different taxa.
  anatomy of a parrot: Vanished and Vanishing Parrots Joseph Forshaw, 2017-10-02 Joseph
M. Forshaw, one of the world’s leading authorities on parrots, calls attention to the threats they
face: they are one of the most endangered groups of birds, with a growing number of species
nearing extinction. The main threats arise from habitat loss through deforestation and agricultural
development and from the taking of birds for the international live-bird trade. Vanished and
Vanishing Parrots brings together information on species that have become extinct in historical
times with information on species that are in danger of becoming extinct to increase public
awareness of the plight of these magnificent birds. Vivid colour plates by the wildlife artist Frank
Knight draw attention to the spectacular species that we have lost or that could be lost. Forshaw’s
work gives us fascinating insight into these endangered and extinct parrots. Vanished and Vanishing
Parrots will be a valuable reference for scientific, ornithological and avicultural organisations, as
well as individual lovers of birds and of illustrated natural history books.
  anatomy of a parrot: The Microscopic & General Anatomy of the Teeth John Howard
Mummery, 1924



  anatomy of a parrot: Odontography, Or a Treatise on the Comparative Anatomy of the Teeth,
Their Physiological Relations, Mode of Development and Microscopic Structure in the Vertebrate
Animals Richard Owen, 1845
  anatomy of a parrot: The Ibis , 1878
  anatomy of a parrot: Common Diseases of Companion Animals E-Book Alleice Summers,
2019-04-26 **Selected for Doody's Core Titles® 2024 in Veterinary Nursing & Technology** Solidify
your understanding of the most common diseases you'll encounter as a veterinary technician!
Common Diseases of Companion Animals, 4th Edition is an easy-to-use reference that's divided into
sections by species, with chapters in each section organized by body system. Each disease is
presented in monograph form, with clinical signs, diagnostic laboratory work-up, treatment options,
and client information to ensure the information you need is always available. New to this edition is
coverage of backyard chickens and potbellied pigs This succinct text provides invaluable coverage
for veterinary technology students and also serves as a handy reference for working practitioners. -
Coverage of the common diseases veterinary technicians are likely to encounter in practice keeps
students up-to-date with the diseases and disorders they are most likely to assist in diagnosing and
managing. - Diseases organized by body system enables students to quickly refer to the most
accurate information. - Consistent, monograph format includes a description, clinical signs,
laboratory work-up, treatment, medications, after care, client information, and prevention for each
disease. - Clearly defined role of technician helps students understand what is expected of them as a
working professional. - Tech Alerts emphasize key information on the process of caring for pets. -
Introductory chapter on pathophysiology provides information on the foundations of disease and the
body's response to disease before proceeding to the specific diseases of each system. - Full-color
design and illustration program reinforces what diseases look like — such as signs exhibited in the
animal, in lab specimens, and in surgical corrections — and demonstrates techniques, such as
urethral catheter placement in a female cat. - Nursing care sections include descriptions of changes
in clinical signs with improvement or decline that will affect treatment, as well as more Tech Alerts
to highlight the veterinary technician's responsibilities. - A variety of review questions, including
open-ended critical thinking questions. - Vet Tech Threads direct learning by outlining key terms,
learning objectives, and the glossary. - NEW! Chapters on backyard chickens and potbellied pigs. -
NEW! EXPANDED content includes the latest information on disease prevention. - NEW! Coverage
of new veterinary diseases ensures that you have the most up-to-date information available.
  anatomy of a parrot: Contributions from the Department of Anatomy University of
Minnesota. Department of anatomy, 1926
  anatomy of a parrot: Respiratory Medicine, An Issue of Veterinary Clinics of North
America: Exotic Animal Practice Vladimir Jekl, 2021-04-28 This issue of Veterinary Clinics: Exotic
Animal Practice, guest edited by Dr. Vladimír Jekl, is dedicated to Respiratory Medicine. This issue is
one of three selected each year by the series consulting editor, Dr. Jörg Mayer. Topics discussed in
this issue include—but are not limited to—Respiratory Tract Disorders in Fishes, Computed
tomography and MRI of the respiratory tract of the reptile and avian patient, Snake Pulmonology,
Respiratory disorders in chelonians, Respiratory Diseases in Parrots, Respiratory disorders in
Back-yard Poultry, Respiratory Disorders in Guinea pigs, Chinchillas and Degus, Respiratory
Disorders in Rabbits, Diagnostics of infectious respiratory pathogens in reptiles, and Respiratory
Disorders in Ferrets.
  anatomy of a parrot: Bird, New Edition DK, 2022-04-05 Bring the diversity and drama of the
bird world to life with this encyclopedic new edition. A must-have for every avian enthusiast, this
catalogue showcases thousands of bird species pictured in their native environment. Shot by
photographers around the globe, the vivid images are accompanied by in-depth introductions to all
40 of the world's newly reclassified bird orders. Compiled by a team of experts and revised by
BirdLife International, Bird provides the most up to date and comprehensive photographic tour of
the wondrous world of birds. Dive in and you will find: -A bird by bird catalogue of more than 1,280
species, each with a description, data file, and distribution map -An introduction describing bird



biology in beautiful visual detail. -Feature spreads showcasing the planet's most impressive sites for
birdwatching -Photographic essays that display the best in bird photography Discover the world of
the skies! Unrivaled in scope for a single-volume reference work, Bird's photographic catalogue
features species from hummingbirds to monkey-eating eagles, organised in taxonomic order.
Immerse yourself in the life of birds; read about their migrations, anatomy, feeding and breeding. All
this, and special features on the world's most sought after bird watching locations, make this A
must-have reference for every bird enthusiast - BBC Wildlife Magazine. Whether you're an avian
expert who knows your Accipitriformes (birds of prey) from your Falconiformes (falcons and
caracaras), or are simply a nature lover wanting to learn more, you won't find a more detailed or
comprehensive photographic bird book than this. What's new? After a major reclassification of all
birds, this new edition is the only guide currently in print covering the new system of 40 bird orders
and 140+ families, including an updated catalogue with newly discovered species. Reviewed by the
experts at BirdLife International, you can be sure that you are getting the latest knowledge of bird
biology and classification.
  anatomy of a parrot: Parrots of South Florida Susan Allene Epps, 2007 What is that noisy
green bird? This full-color guide will help you identify it. Included are Amazons, conures, parakeets,
macaws, and other parrots, some of which are rarely seen. You will find detailed information on each
bird--its common name, its scientific name, and any other names it may be known by; its size; a
description of its colors and markings; and where it can be found. Each bird is illustrated in a
painting by renowned bird artist Karl Karalus. Also included is a section on parrots preferred foods.
The index can be used as a checklist so you can keep track of which parrots you have seen.
  anatomy of a parrot: Lessons in Elementary Anatomy St. George Jackson Mivart, 1877
  anatomy of a parrot: The Birds World Nicolae Sfetcu, 2021-10-25 Birds are among the most
extensively studied of all animal groups. Hundreds of academic journals and thousands of scientists
are devoted to bird research, while amateur enthusiasts (called birdwatchers or, more commonly,
birders) probably number in the millions. Birds are categorised as a biological class, Aves. The
earliest known species of this class is Archaeopteryx lithographica, from the Late Jurassic period.
According to the most recent consensus, Aves and a sister group, the order Crocodilia, together form
a group of unnamed rank, the Archosauria. Phylogenetically, Aves is usually defined as all
descendants of the most recent common ancestor of modern birds (or of a specific modern bird
species like Passer domesticus), and Archaeopteryx. Modern phylogenies place birds in the dinosaur
clade Theropoda. Modern birds are divided into two superorders, the Paleognathae (mostly flightless
birds like ostriches), and the wildly diverse Neognathae, containing all other birds.
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