
anatomy of a cello

anatomy of a cello is a fascinating exploration of one of the most beloved string instruments in the world.
Understanding the anatomy of a cello not only enhances appreciation for its sound and craftsmanship but also
aids musicians in mastering its techniques. This article will delve into the various components of the cello,
their functions, and how they contribute to the instrument's overall performance. Additionally, we will
examine the materials used in cello construction, the intricacies of its sound production, and the role of
maintenance in preserving its quality. By the end of this comprehensive guide, readers will have a thorough
understanding of the cello's anatomy and its significance in music.
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The Structure of the Cello

The structure of a cello is designed to optimize both its aesthetic appeal and acoustic performance. Unlike
other string instruments, the cello has a larger body that contributes to its deep, rich sound. The shape and
proportions of the cello are carefully crafted to allow for optimal resonance and projection of sound.
Understanding the structural elements of a cello can provide insights into how the instrument produces its
characteristic tones.

Body Shape and Design

The body of a cello is typically made of solid wood and features a unique hourglass shape that helps to
amplify sound. The front, or top, of the cello is known as the soundboard, while the back and sides form the rib
structure. The curvature of the cello’s body, particularly in the upper and lower bouts, plays a significant
role in sound quality. The design also influences playability, as the shape allows for comfortable positioning
of the player's arms and hands.

Dimensions and Proportions

The overall dimensions of a cello affect its tonal characteristics. A standard cello typically measures
about 4 feet in length, but variations exist. The proportions between the body length, width, and depth are
critical for achieving the desired sound. Each component must be in harmony to ensure that the cello produces a



balanced tone across all registers.

Components of the Cello

The anatomy of a cello consists of several integral components, each serving a specific function that
contributes to the instrument’s overall performance. A deeper understanding of these components can enhance a
musician's ability to play and care for their instrument.

Scroll and Pegs

The scroll is the decorative top part of the cello, which houses the tuning pegs. The tuning pegs are used to
adjust the tension of each string, thereby tuning the instrument. Properly functioning pegs are crucial for
maintaining tuning stability, and they require regular maintenance to ensure smooth operation.

Nut and Fingerboard

The nut is a small piece located at the junction of the scroll and the fingerboard. It serves to hold the strings
in place and determines their height above the fingerboard. The fingerboard itself is the smooth surface where the
player presses the strings to create different pitches. The quality of the fingerboard affects both playability
and sound production.

Bridge and Tailpiece

The bridge is a critical component that supports the strings and transmits vibrations to the body of the cello.
It must be carefully shaped and positioned to ensure optimal sound quality. The tailpiece anchors the other end
of the strings, and its design can influence the instrument's tonal characteristics. Together, the bridge and
tailpiece play vital roles in sound transmission and resonance.

Chin Rest and Endpin

The chin rest is an important feature that allows the player to comfortably stabilize the instrument while
playing. It provides a secure point of contact, enabling better control of the cello. The endpin, which supports
the cello while it is being played, can be adjusted for height and angle, allowing for personalized positioning
that enhances comfort and posture.

Materials Used in Cello Construction

The choice of materials in cello construction has a profound impact on the instrument's sound and durability.
High-quality wood and craftsmanship are essential for producing a rich, resonant tone. Here, we explore the
common materials used and their impact on the cello's performance.



Wood Types

Cellos are primarily constructed from different types of wood, each contributing unique tonal qualities. The
most commonly used woods include:

Spruce: Typically used for the soundboard, spruce is known for its excellent sound projection and
clarity.

Maple: Often used for the back, sides, and neck, maple provides warmth and depth to the cello's tone.

Ebony: Commonly used for the fingerboard and pegs, ebony is dense and durable, enhancing playability and
stability.

Finishes and Varnishes

The finish applied to a cello not only protects the wood but also affects its sound. Traditional oil varnishes
are preferred for their ability to enhance the wood's natural beauty while allowing it to resonate freely.
Modern finishes may offer durability but can sometimes inhibit sound quality if not properly applied.

Sound Production in a Cello

Understanding how sound is produced in a cello is crucial for any musician. The interaction between the strings,
the bow, and the body of the instrument creates the rich and complex tones associated with the cello.

String Vibration

When a player draws the bow across the strings, it causes them to vibrate. The frequency of these vibrations
determines the pitch of the sound produced. Different techniques, such as pizzicato (plucking the strings) or
various bowing styles, can create a wide range of tonal colors.

Resonance and Projection

The body of the cello amplifies the sound produced by the vibrating strings. The shape and materials of the body
contribute to its resonance, allowing for a fuller sound. Proper positioning of the bridge and the tightness of
the strings also affect the projection of sound, making it crucial for cellists to understand these factors.

Caring for Your Cello

Maintenance is essential for preserving the quality and longevity of a cello. Regular care ensures that the
instrument remains in optimal playing condition and retains its value over time.



Regular Cleaning

Cellists should regularly clean their instruments to remove rosin buildup and dirt. Using a soft cloth, players
can gently wipe down the body, strings, and fingerboard after each use. This helps to maintain the cello's
appearance and prevents damage to the finish.

Humidity and Temperature Control

Cellos are sensitive to changes in humidity and temperature. Maintaining a stable environment helps prevent
cracks and warping. Ideally, cellos should be stored in a climate-controlled space and kept in their cases when
not in use.

Conclusion

The anatomy of a cello encompasses a rich combination of design, materials, and craftsmanship that culminate
in one of the most expressive instruments in the string family. Each component plays a significant role in the
production of sound and the overall performance of the instrument. By understanding the anatomy of a cello,
musicians can enhance their playing experience and ensure the longevity of their instrument. Knowledge of the
cello's structure, sound production, and maintenance practices will empower players to unlock its full
potential and appreciate the artistry behind this remarkable instrument.

Q: What are the main parts of a cello?
A: The main parts of a cello include the scroll, pegs, nut, fingerboard, bridge, tailpiece, chin rest, and endpin.
Each of these components plays a critical role in the cello's function and performance.

Q: How does the wood type affect the sound of a cello?
A: Different wood types used in cello construction contribute unique tonal qualities. For example, spruce is
often used for the soundboard due to its excellent sound projection, while maple provides warmth and depth to
the overall tone.

Q: What is the importance of the bridge on a cello?
A: The bridge supports the strings and transmits vibrations to the body of the cello. Its shape and positioning
are crucial for achieving optimal sound quality and resonance.

Q: How can I maintain my cello?
A: To maintain your cello, regularly clean it with a soft cloth, store it in a climate-controlled environment,
and check the tension of the strings and pegs to ensure proper tuning stability.

Q: What role does the chin rest play in playing the cello?
A: The chin rest provides a comfortable and stable point of contact for the player's chin, allowing for better
control and positioning of the cello during play.



Q: Can the type of finish affect the sound of a cello?
A: Yes, the type of finish can affect the sound of a cello. Traditional oil varnishes enhance the wood's natural
beauty and allow it to resonate freely, while some modern finishes may inhibit sound quality.

Q: Why is humidity control important for a cello?
A: Humidity control is important because cellos are sensitive to changes in moisture levels. Fluctuations can
lead to cracks and warping, affecting the instrument's sound and playability.

Q: What is the effect of string tension on a cello's sound?
A: String tension affects the pitch and tone quality of a cello. Higher tension strings generally produce
brighter sounds, while lower tension strings can offer a warmer tone. Proper tuning is essential for optimal
performance.

Q: How does bowing technique influence the sound of a cello?
A: Bowing technique greatly influences the sound produced by a cello. Variations in speed, pressure, and bow
angle can create different tonal colors and dynamics, allowing for expressive playing.

Q: What should I look for when purchasing a cello?
A: When purchasing a cello, consider factors such as the quality of materials, craftsmanship, playability, and
the sound quality. It is also beneficial to consult with a knowledgeable teacher or luthier for guidance.
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improvisation. Ensemble skills are taught with chords and lyrics, basic music theory, and
demonstrations of such skills as backup and lead playing in this playfully- illustrated book. A high
quality, multi-instrumental CD for listening and play-along captures the excitement of the music.
Like its fiddle counterpart, this method is destined to be a classic.
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1994, Norman Del Mar was acknowledged as one of the world's foremost authorities on the
orchestra. Anatomy of the Orchestra is written not only for fellow conductors, players, students, and
professional musicians, but also for everyone interested in the performance of orchestral music.
  anatomy of a cello: The American Fiddle Method Volume 1 Brian Wicklund, 2011-08-18
Destined to become a classic, this method provides the beginner with the elements needed to
become a proficient fiddler. Based on many years of teaching experience, the author introduces the
concepts and techniques that yields solid results. This method encourages creativity in the student
by including variations to the tunes and illustrating how they can serve as a basis for improvisation.
to assist in the development of ensemble skills, chords and lyrics, basic music theory, and
demonstrations of such skills as backup and lead playing are included in this profusely- illustrated
book. A CD for listening and play-along captures the excitement of the music and aids instruction.
This book is beneficial for both fiddle students and classical Suzuki violin students.
  anatomy of a cello: The Cello Elizabeth Cowling, 1983 After a history of some 450 years the
cello--thanks to the achievement of virtuosi such as Casals, Piatigorski, Feuermann and
Rostropovitch--now enjoys a greater musical prestige than ever before. That this is so is borne out
both by the increasing number of concerts at which the cello today appears either in consort or as a
solo instrument, and also by the proliferation of important works which twentieth-century composers
have written for it. ... [For] this book, Professor Cowling has in mind a readership made up of
amateurs as well as students and professional musicians. In an opening section she describes the
instrument itself, its anatomy, physics, early makers, variants, development, and its bow. The early
history of the cello is then outlined, starting from the sixteenth-century origins and continuing to the
spread in popularity during the eighteenth century to countries outside Italy. The literature of the
instrument is next described, from the earliest compositions to the work of such twentieth-century
composers as Elgar, Bloch, Debussy, Rachmaninov, Prokofiev, Shostakovich and Britten. A final
section discusses the qualities of some eminent modern cellists, and the book ends with the author's
conclusions and reflections on her theme. Particularly useful are Professor Cowling's list of pieces
for piano and cello and of effective transcriptions.--Jacket.
  anatomy of a cello: Anatomy of an Orogen: The Apennines and Adjacent Mediterranean Basins
F. Vai, I. Peter Martini, 2013-12-21 This is the first book in English reviewing and updating the
geology of the whole Apennines, one of the recent most uplifted mountains in the world. The
Apennines are the place from which Steno (1669) first stated the principles of geology. The
Apennines also represent amongst others, the finding/testing sites of processes and products like
volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, olistostromes and mélanges (argille scagliose), salinity crisis,
geothermal fluids, thrust-top basins, and turbidites (first represented in a famous Leonardo's
painting). As such, the Apennines are a testing and learning ground readily accessible and rich of
any type of field data. A growing literature is available most of which is not published in widely
available journals. The objective of the book is to provide a synthesis of current data and ideas on
the Apennines, for the most part simply written and suitable for an international audience. However,
sufficient details and in-depth analyses of the various complex settings have been presented to make
this material useful to professional scholars and to students of senior university courses.
  anatomy of a cello: Hilda Hurricane Roberto Drummond, 2011-07-15 Eighteen-year-old Hilda,
known as the girl in the gold bikini when she swam at her country club in Belo Horizonte, Brazil,
abruptly leaves the gilded life to take up residence in room 304 of the Hotel Marvelous—as a
prostitute. There she becomes Hilda Hurricane, an erotic force of nature no man can resist. The
exception is reporter-narrator Roberto Drummond, who attempts to unravel the mystery of why the
girl in the gold bikini would forego a comfortable life to join the world's oldest profession. While
some in Belo Horizonte cheer Hilda's liberated lifestyle, others seek to have her moved outside the
city limits, and a would-be saint cannot seem to finish the exorcism he began outside the Hotel
Marvelous. Set against the social and political upheaval of the 1960s, Hilda's story seduces even as
Drummond becomes aware of more ominous forces approaching Belo Horizonte. Hilda Hurricane
was both a critical and a commercial success in Brazil, with more than 200,000 copies sold. (The



DVD of the television adaptation has sold more than a million copies.) Admirers of Kurt Vonnegut
will revel in Drummond's similarly sharp satire and playful digressions, particularly about left-wing
politics, which blur the boundary between fiction and autobiography. Yet the real genius of the
author's interventions may be that they never slow the story long enough to lose sight of this
mysterious beauty swept up in the turmoil of the times.
  anatomy of a cello: The American Fiddle Method Vol. 1, Piano Accompaniment Brian Wicklund,
Bob Walser, 2010-10-07 Private studio teachers, school string programs and Suzuki teachers
preparing for recitals will welcome these tasteful piano accompaniments for the violin, viola and
cello editions of Volume 1of Brian Wicklund's American Fiddle Method. Acknowledged as the most
widely used fiddle method in the country, Wicklund became aware of the increasing demand for a
parallel piano accompaniment series and engaged his friend Bob Walser to take on the task of
writing it.Collaborating closely with Wicklund, Walser was encouraged to adhere to the chord
progressions suggested in the original books, but given leeway to add interesting variations in
rhythm and harmony. the result is a book of arrangements that welcomes pianists to the jamming
circle. Piano playing teachers, parents and siblings can now join in the fun, and fiddle tunes can be
featured in concerts and recitals with the support of an accompanist. In addition, principals of
accompaniment learned by playing these arrangements can be applied to accompanying other tunes,
the voice or other instruments.The American Fiddle Method itself provides the beginner with the
elements needed to become a proficient fiddler. Based on many years of teaching experience, the
author introduces concepts and techniques that yield solid results. This method encourages
creativity in the student by including variations of the tunes to illustrate how they can serve as a
basis for improvisation.
  anatomy of a cello: A Cellist's Guide to the Essential Elements of Music Pasquale De
Marco, 2025-04-16 In the realm of musical instruments, the cello stands tall with its rich, expressive
voice and captivating presence. Its versatility allows it to grace a wide range of genres, from
classical symphonies to jazz ensembles and folk melodies. As you embark on your cello journey, A
Cellist's Guide to the Essential Elements of Music serves as your trusted guide, providing a
comprehensive exploration of this captivating instrument. Within these pages, you'll discover the
cello's rich history, tracing its evolution from its early origins to its prominent role in modern music.
Delve into the intricacies of its construction, understanding the materials and craftsmanship that
contribute to its unique sound. Explore the techniques that unlock the cello's musical potential, from
proper posture and hand position to the nuances of bowing and articulation. As you progress
through the chapters, A Cellist's Guide to the Essential Elements of Music unveils the secrets of
effective cello playing. Learn to navigate the intricacies of music theory, unlocking the secrets of
scales, chords, and musical notation. Discover the art of effective practice, developing a routine that
nurtures your musical growth and helps you overcome challenges. A Cellist's Guide to the Essential
Elements of Music opens doors to a world of musical possibilities for cellists of all levels. Explore the
vast repertoire written for the cello, from the timeless concertos of the Baroque era to the evocative
compositions of modern masters. Delve into the diverse musical genres that embrace the cello, from
classical and jazz to folk and contemporary styles. Learn how to interpret musical scores, bringing
life to the notes on the page and expressing your unique musical voice. Beyond the technical aspects
of playing the cello, A Cellist's Guide to the Essential Elements of Music delves into the world of
music appreciation and history. Discover the stories behind famous cellists and the instruments they
played. Explore the role of the cello in different cultures and historical periods, gaining a deeper
appreciation for its enduring legacy. As you progress through the chapters, you'll uncover the
secrets of caring for your cello, ensuring its longevity and preserving its beautiful sound. With its
clear explanations, engaging anecdotes, and wealth of practical advice, A Cellist's Guide to the
Essential Elements of Music is more than just a guide to playing the cello; it's an invitation to
immerse yourself in the world of music. Whether you aspire to perform on grand stages or simply
enjoy the joy of playing music in the comfort of your home, this book empowers you to unlock your
musical potential and embark on a lifelong journey with the cello. If you like this book, write a



review on google books!
  anatomy of a cello: String Symphony: A Tapestry of Sounds Pasquale De Marco,
2025-04-12 Embark on a harmonious journey through the captivating world of string instruments
with Pasquale De Marco's latest creation, String Symphony: A Tapestry of Sounds. This
comprehensive guide invites you to explore the rich history, intricate designs, and cultural
significance of these enchanting instruments. Delve into the fascinating stories behind the great
composers and performers who have left an indelible mark on the world of string music. Discover
how their virtuosity and artistry have inspired generations of musicians and music lovers, shaping
the very essence of string playing. String Symphony: A Tapestry of Sounds takes you on a global
odyssey, tracing the influence of string instruments across diverse musical traditions. From the
classical concertos of Europe to the lively rhythms of folk and ethnic music, uncover the unique role
these instruments have played in shaping cultural identities and fostering a sense of community.
With its engaging narrative, accessible language, and stunning visuals, String Symphony: A Tapestry
of Sounds is an essential resource for anyone seeking to deepen their understanding and
appreciation of string instruments. Whether you are a seasoned musician, a music enthusiast, or
simply someone curious about the art of string playing, this guide will take you on an unforgettable
journey into the heart of this captivating musical realm. Explore the intricate details of string
instrument construction, delving into the materials, craftsmanship, and innovations that have shaped
their evolution. Unravel the secrets behind the distinctive sounds and playing techniques that
characterize each instrument, gaining a deeper appreciation for their unique contributions to the
world of music. String Symphony: A Tapestry of Sounds is not just a book; it is a celebration of the
beauty, versatility, and enduring legacy of string instruments. With its captivating storytelling and
insightful analysis, this guide will captivate your imagination, leaving you with a newfound
appreciation for the art of string playing. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  anatomy of a cello: Music Apps for Musicians and Music Teachers Elizabeth C. Axford,
2015-02-19 In today’s digital age, learning and creating music has never been so easy and
affordable. Anyone can enhance their musical knowledge, skills, and creativity with the multitude of
music apps available. However, sifting through thousands of music apps in the Apple App Store and
Google Play can be a daunting task for any musician or music instructor. But not anymore! Having
spent countless hours researching the most interesting useful, educational, fun, and easy-to-use
music apps, Elizabeth C. Axford in Music Apps for Musicians and Music Teachers surveys the
landscape of music-related apps for both iOS and Android mobile devices, including tablets and
smartphones. Music Apps for Musicians and Music Teachers lists hundreds of music-related apps
organized by category, including singing, musical instruments, music theory and composition,
songwriting, improvisation, recording, evaluating music performances, listening to music, music
history and literature, music appreciation, and more. App developers are listed with each app,
including links to their websites for updates and support. The book sections and chapters align with
the newly revised National Standards for Music Education released in 2014 by the National
Association for Music Education. Suggested activities for educators are provided, as well as key
terms and a bibliography. Music Apps for Musicians and Music Teachers is for anyone interested in
music, whether hobbyist or professional. It enhances the ability to learn on the go by offering
musicians, music students, and music instructors a list of the most useful music apps available.
  anatomy of a cello: A Year of Black Joy Jamia Wilson, 2023-10-10 An uplifting and
empowering illustrated anthology of joyful contributions from 52 contemporary Black voices,
including chess grandmaster Maurice Ashley, scientist Dr. Raven the Science Maven, and
award-winning author Patrice Lawrence. Curated by award-winning author Jamia Wilson, A Year of
Black Joy celebrates the joy, talent, and contributions of 52 Black people from around the world. By
sharing the many layers and dimensions of Black life and contributions that exist outside of trauma,
readers of all backgrounds will be empowered to share their joy too. Each contributor is an expert in
their own field, and the book covers a multitude of topics, from astrology and astronomy to
beekeeping and baking. The collection includes an entry for every week of the year, and each



contribution is tied to a particular season, event, or celebration. An illustrated, nonfiction component
to each entry—such as a guide to healing plants or a tour of the night sky—lets readers dive further
into the activity. Presented in a beautiful hardcover format and featuring stunning full-color
illustrations from Jade Orlando, AYear of Black Joy is a book to be treasured for years to come.
  anatomy of a cello: Textbook of Special Pathological Anatomy of Domestic Animals Paul Cohrs,
2013-10-02 Textbook of Special Pathological Anatomy of Domestic Animals should not be regarded
merely as a textbook for students, but rather as one which will also be of assistance to them in their
later work, as well as to veterinarians generally working in the various branches of the profession, in
the assessment of pathological changes. As many new diseases have become known and much new
information relating to pathogenesis and aetiology has been gained since the appearance of the last
edition, radical revision of the book has become imperative. The discussions in this book cover the
circulatory system, blood-forming organs, reticulo-endothelial system, respiratory system, digestive
organs, peritoneum, nervous system, urinary organs, genital organs, organs of locomotion,
endocrine glands, and skin.
  anatomy of a cello: Uncle John's Funniest Ever Bathroom Reader Bathroom Readers'
Institute, 2013-10-15 The title says it all. This is the funniest Bathroom Reader EVER. It might even
be the funniest book in the history of books, but Uncle John is much too modest to state that outright
(even though it is). Over the past 25 years, the Bathroom Readers’ Institute has published more than
40,000 pages of bathroom reading. In this book you will find the funniest 288 of them (with a few
all-new funny pages squeezed in just because we couldn’t help ourselves). That’s page after page
after page of laugh-out-loud dumb jokes, dumb jocks, toasts, pranks, kings, kittens, caboodles, and,
of course, poorly translated kung-fu movie subtitles--such as. “It took my seven digestive pills to
dissolve your hairy crab!” So whether you like your humor witty or witless, light or dark, or silly or
sublime, you’ll laugh until your head explodes. Chortle at… * Dumb crooks: The robber who ran
face-first into a wall because he forgot to poke eye holes in his pillow case. * Witty wordplay: If
Snoop Doggy Dogg were to marry Winnie the Pooh, his name would become Snoop Doggy Dogg
Pooh. * Flubbed headlines: “British Left Waffles On House Floor” * Quirky stars: Billy Idol’s concert
rider demands he have one large tub of I Can’t Believe It’s Not Butter in his dressing room. * Job
Lingo: If you hear an E.R. doc mention a “VIP,” be on the lookout for a “Very Intoxicated Patient.” *
Comedian quips: “I wonder if deaf people have a sign for ‘Talk to the hand.’” --Zach Galifianakis *
Sputtering sportscasters: “If only faces could talk.” --Pat Summerall And much, much more!
  anatomy of a cello: Cello Technique Gerhard Mantel, 1995-08-22 An analysis of the physics
and physiology involved in playing the cello. For performers, teachers, and mature students.
  anatomy of a cello: Measure for Measure Thomas Levenson, 1995-12-05 In this imaginative
investigation of the links between science and art, Levenson explores how we have come to
understand and experience the natural world through instruments both scientific and musical. As he
traces the development of the organ, the microscope, Stradivarius's miraculous violins and cellos,
and computers, Levenson reveals why science itself is an art. 48 b&w line drawings.
  anatomy of a cello: The Temple University Catalogue Temple University, 1928
  anatomy of a cello: An Examination of Applied Anatomy and Physiology of Cello Playing
Minhye Clara Kim, 2005
  anatomy of a cello: Cello Kate Kennedy, 2024-08-15 Strikingly original' The Times 'Absorbing'
Wall Street Journal 'Just as a cello's voice is divided across four strings, each with its own colour and
character, this is a journey in four parts, in search of four players and their instruments...' In Cello,
Kate Kennedy weaves together the lives of four remarkable cellists who suffered various forms of
persecution, injury and misfortune. The Hungarian Jewish cellist and composer Pál Hermann
managed to keep one step ahead of the Gestapo for much of the Second World War but was
eventually captured and murdered. Lise Cristiani, the first female professional cello soloist,
undertook an epic – and ultimately fatal – concert tour of Siberia in the 1850s, taking with her one of
the world's greatest Stradivari cellos. Anita Lasker-Wallfisch was incarcerated in both Auschwitz and
Bergen-Belsen camps, only surviving because she was the cellist in the Auschwitz-Birkenau women's



orchestra. Amedeo Baldovino of the Trieste Piano Trio was forced to jump from a burning ship with
his 'Mara' Stradivari, losing the cello, and nearly losing his own life when the boat was shipwrecked
near Buenos Aires. Counterpointing the themes raised by these extraordinary stories are a sequence
of interludes that draw together the author's reflections on the nature and history of the cello, and
her many interviews and encounters with contemporary cellists. Kate Kennedy's own relationship
with the cello is a complicated one. As a teenager, she suffered an injury to her arm that imposed
severe limitations on her career as a performer on the instrument that was her first love. She
realised that, in order to start to understand what the cello meant to her, she needed to find out
what the cello – and, crucially, the absence of the cello – had meant to some other cellists, past and
present. Kate Kennedy has written an eloquent and multitextured homage to this warmest of
stringed instruments – part quest narrative, part detective story, part philosophical meditation.
  anatomy of a cello: Revival: A History of Modern Culture: Volume I (1930) Preserved
Smith, 2019-07-16 The best excuse for writing the history of anything is the intrinsic interest of the
subject. Most men of past generations have thought, and many men still think, of politics as the warp
and woof of social life. History for a long time therefore treated chiefly politics. Then came the
economists to arouse the interest of scholars and of the public in the production and distribution of
wealth. Economic history rightly absorbs much attention, for it illumines, with its new searchlight,
many a dark corner of the past, and explains many features of present-day society. But to many men
today the most interesting thing about society is its culture; just as the most interesting thing about
an individual is his thought. Indeed, it has begun to be suspected that even politics and economics,
each sometimes worshipped as a First Cause, are but secondary effects of somthing still deeper,
namely, of the progress of man's intellectual life. The present volume aims to exhibit, as a unified
whole, thestate and progress of modern culture.
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