
what is a pivot in linear algebra
what is a pivot in linear algebra is a fundamental concept that plays a crucial role in solving
systems of linear equations, matrix operations, and understanding the structure of vector spaces. A
pivot is typically defined as a non-zero element in a matrix that is used to simplify the matrix into a
more manageable form, such as row echelon form or reduced row echelon form. This article will delve
into the definition of a pivot, its significance in linear algebra, how to identify pivots in a matrix, and
the implications of pivots in various applications, including solving linear systems and understanding
linear independence. Furthermore, we will explore related concepts such as leading entries and their
roles in matrix transformations.
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Understanding the Definition of a Pivot

A pivot in linear algebra refers to a specific non-zero entry in a matrix that is used during the process
of Gaussian elimination or row reduction. More formally, in a given matrix, a pivot is the first non-zero
element in a row when the rows are organized in a specific order, usually from left to right. The
concept of a pivot is essential for transforming a matrix into row echelon form (REF) or reduced row
echelon form (RREF), which simplifies the analysis and solutions of linear equations.

Pivots serve as reference points for eliminating other entries in their respective columns, making it
easier to identify relationships among the variables in a system of equations. This transformation
process allows for a clearer understanding of the solutions to the system, whether they are unique,
infinite, or non-existent.

The Importance of Pivots in Linear Algebra

Pivots are of paramount importance in linear algebra for several reasons. They not only facilitate the
process of solving linear equations but also provide insight into the properties of the matrix and the
associated vector space. The key aspects of pivots include:



Simplification of Systems: Pivots enable the conversion of complex systems of linear
equations into simpler forms, making it easier to apply mathematical techniques such as back
substitution.

Determining Solutions: The presence of pivots can indicate whether a system has a unique
solution, no solution, or infinitely many solutions, depending on the number of pivots in relation
to the number of variables.

Assessing Rank: The number of pivots in a matrix is equal to the rank of the matrix, which is a
critical measure of the linear independence of the rows or columns.

Understanding the role of pivots allows mathematicians and scientists to make informed decisions
when analyzing data, optimizing systems, or conducting theoretical research.

Identifying Pivots in a Matrix

Identifying pivots in a matrix involves several systematic steps, typically executed during the
Gaussian elimination process. The aim is to transform the matrix into row echelon form, where the
pivots are clearly visible. Here is a step-by-step approach to identifying pivots:

Selecting the Leading Entry: Start with the first row of the matrix and identify the first non-1.
zero entry from the left; this entry is the pivot for that row.

Row Operations: Use row operations (swapping, scaling, and adding rows) to create zeros2.
below the pivot in the same column.

Moving to the Next Row: Move to the next row and repeat the process, ensuring that each3.
subsequent pivot is to the right of the previous one.

Continuing the Process: Continue this process until all rows are processed or until all possible4.
pivots are identified.

By following these steps, one can effectively locate all the pivots in a given matrix, which is essential
for understanding the structure of the matrix and the solutions to the associated linear system.

Pivots and Their Role in Solving Linear Systems

The relationship between pivots and solving linear systems is significant. When a matrix representing
a system of linear equations is converted to row echelon form, the pivots indicate which variables can
be expressed in terms of others, thereby determining the nature of the solution set. The role of pivots



in solving linear systems can be summarized as follows:

Unique Solutions: If the number of pivots equals the number of variables, the system has a
unique solution.

No Solutions: If there is a row with all zeros except for the last column (in augmented
matrices), it indicates inconsistency, leading to no solutions.

Infinite Solutions: If there are fewer pivots than variables, the system has infinitely many
solutions, with some variables acting as free variables.

This framework allows for a systematic approach to solving linear equations, making it a powerful tool
in both theoretical and applied mathematics.

The Relation Between Pivots and Linear Independence

Pivots are also closely related to the concept of linear independence in vector spaces. A set of vectors
is considered linearly independent if no vector in the set can be expressed as a linear combination of
the others. The connection between pivots and linear independence is established through the rank of
a matrix:

Rank as a Measure: The rank of a matrix, determined by the number of pivots, indicates the
maximum number of linearly independent row or column vectors in the matrix.

Implications of Rank: If the rank equals the number of vectors (columns or rows), those
vectors are linearly independent. Conversely, if the rank is less, it indicates linear dependence
among the vectors.

Applications: This understanding is crucial in various applications, including data analysis,
machine learning, and computer graphics, where independence of data points or directions
significantly impacts outcomes.

By analyzing the pivots, one can draw conclusions about the independence of the vectors represented
in the matrix, which is essential for various mathematical applications.

Conclusion

Pivots in linear algebra are integral to understanding the behavior of matrices and the solutions to
linear systems. By defining and identifying pivots, one can simplify complex equations, determine the
nature of solutions, and analyze the linear independence of vectors. The systematic approach to



identifying and utilizing pivots is foundational in linear algebra, making it a cornerstone concept for
students and professionals alike in mathematics and related fields. Mastering this concept not only
aids in solving linear equations but also enhances the understanding of higher-dimensional spaces
and their properties.

Q: What is the difference between a pivot and a leading
entry?
A: A pivot is the first non-zero entry in a row of a matrix when in row echelon form, used to simplify
the matrix. A leading entry is also a pivot but specifically refers to the leftmost non-zero entry in a
row, which may not always serve as a pivotal element in the context of elimination.

Q: How do pivots affect the rank of a matrix?
A: The rank of a matrix is equal to the number of pivots present in its row echelon form. This means
that the rank indicates the maximum number of linearly independent row or column vectors in the
matrix.

Q: Can a pivot be zero?
A: No, a pivot cannot be zero. By definition, a pivot is a non-zero entry in a matrix that is used in the
process of row reduction. If a row has all zero entries, it does not contribute to the rank of the matrix.

Q: What happens if a matrix has no pivots?
A: If a matrix has no pivots, it typically means that the system of equations represented by the matrix
has no solutions or that all entries are zero, indicating a trivial solution.

Q: How are pivots used in computer algorithms?
A: Pivots are used in numerous algorithms, particularly in numerical analysis and computer graphics,
where they facilitate matrix operations such as inversion, solving linear systems, and determining
linear independence efficiently.

Q: Is there a method to find the reduced row echelon form
using pivots?
A: Yes, the method involves first obtaining the row echelon form by identifying pivots and then
performing additional row operations to ensure that all entries above and below each pivot are zero,
resulting in the reduced row echelon form.



Q: What role do pivots play in optimization problems?
A: In optimization problems, particularly linear programming, pivots help identify feasible solutions by
transforming constraint matrices into forms that can be easily analyzed and solved using methods like
the simplex algorithm.

Q: Can the number of pivots in a matrix change?
A: The number of pivots in a matrix is determined by the row echelon form of the matrix. While the
original matrix may have different arrangements, the number of pivots will remain the same under
row operations that do not alter the linear relationships among the rows or columns.

Q: How do pivots relate to eigenvalues and eigenvectors?
A: While pivots themselves do not directly relate to eigenvalues and eigenvectors, they are part of the
matrix operations that can lead to finding these quantities, particularly when considering the
characteristic polynomial and matrix diagonalization processes.

Q: Are pivots relevant in higher dimensions?
A: Yes, pivots are relevant in higher dimensions as they help analyze multi-dimensional systems of
equations, providing insight into the structure and relationships of vectors in higher-dimensional
vector spaces.
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theoretical underpinnings and the multifaceted real-life implementations of the optimization theory.
It meticulously features essential optimization concepts, such as convex analysis, generalized
convexity, monotonicity, etc., elucidating their theoretical advancements and significance in the
optimization sphere. Multiobjective optimization is a pivotal topic which addresses the inherent
difficulties faced in conflicting objectives. The book delves into various theoretical concepts and
covers some practical algorithmic approaches to solve multiobjective optimization, such as the line
search and the enhanced non-monotone quasi-Newton algorithms. It also deliberates on several
other significant topics in optimization, such as the perturbation approach for vector optimization,
and solution methods for set-valued optimization. Nonsmooth optimization is extensively covered,
with in-depth discussions on various well-known tools of nonsmooth analysis, such as
convexificators, limiting subdifferentials, tangential subdifferentials, quasi-differentials, etc. Notable
optimization algorithms, such as the interior point algorithm and Lemke’s algorithm, are dissected in
detail, offering insights into their applicability and effectiveness. The book explores modern
applications of optimization theory, for instance, optimized image encryption, resource allocation,
target tracking problems, deep learning, entropy optimization, etc. Ranging from gradient-based
optimization algorithms to metaheuristic approaches such as particle swarm optimization, the book
navigates through the intersection of optimization theory and deep learning, thereby unravelling
new research perspectives in artificial intelligence, machine learning and other fields of modern
science. Designed primarily for graduate students and researchers across a variety of disciplines
such as mathematics, operations research, electrical and electronics engineering, computer science,
robotics, deep learning, image processing and artificial intelligence, this book serves as a
comprehensive resource for someone interested in exploring the multifaceted domain of
mathematical optimization and its myriad applications.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Mathematical Analysis, Approximation Theory and
Their Applications Themistocles M. Rassias, Vijay Gupta, 2016-06-03 Designed for graduate
students, researchers, and engineers in mathematics, optimization, and economics, this
self-contained volume presents theory, methods, and applications in mathematical analysis and
approximation theory. Specific topics include: approximation of functions by linear positive
operators with applications to computer aided geometric design, numerical analysis, optimization
theory, and solutions of differential equations. Recent and significant developments in approximation
theory, special functions and q-calculus along with their applications to mathematics, engineering,
and social sciences are discussed and analyzed. Each chapter enriches the understanding of current
research problems and theories in pure and applied research.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Applied Linear Algebra, Probability and Statistics Ravindra
B. Bapat, Manjunatha Prasad Karantha, Stephen J. Kirkland, Samir Kumar Neogy, Sukanta Pati,
Simo Puntanen, 2023-07-31 This book focuses on research in linear algebra, statistics, matrices,
graphs and their applications. Many chapters in the book feature new findings due to applications of
matrix and graph methods. The book also discusses rediscoveries of the subject by using new
methods. Dedicated to Prof. Calyampudi Radhakrishna Rao (C.R. Rao) who has completed 100 years
of legendary life and continues to inspire us all and Prof. Arbind K. Lal who has sadly departed us
too early, it has contributions from collaborators, students, colleagues and admirers of Professors
Rao and Lal. With many chapters on generalized inverses, matrix analysis, matrices and graphs,
applied probability and statistics, and the history of ancient mathematics, this book offers a diverse
array of mathematical results, techniques and applications. The book promises to be especially
rewarding for readers with an interest in the focus areas of applied linear algebra, probability and
statistics.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Topological Methods in Complementarity Theory G. Isac,
2013-04-17 Complementarity theory is a new domain in applied mathematics and is concerned with
the study of complementarity problems. These problems represent a wide class of mathematical
models related to optimization, game theory, economic engineering, mechanics, fluid mechanics,
stochastic optimal control etc. The book is dedicated to the study of nonlinear complementarity



problems by topological methods. Audience: Mathematicians, engineers, economists, specialists
working in operations research and anybody interested in applied mathematics or in mathematical
modeling.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Linear Algebra Ward Cheney, David Kincaid, 2012 Ward
Cheney and David Kincaid have developed Linear Algebra: Theory and Applications, Second Edition,
a multi-faceted introductory textbook, which was motivated by their desire for a single text that
meets the various requirements for differing courses within linear algebra. For theoretically-oriented
students, the text guides them as they devise proofs and deal with abstractions by focusing on a
comprehensive blend between theory and applications. For application-oriented science and
engineering students, it contains numerous exercises that help them focus on understanding and
learning not only vector spaces, matrices, and linear transformations, but uses of software tools
available for use in applied linear algebra. Using a flexible design, it is an ideal textbook for
instructors who wish to make their own choice regarding what material to emphasis, and to
accentuate those choices with homework assignments from a large variety of exercises, both in the
text and online.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Nonnegative Matrices in the Mathematical Sciences
Abraham Berman, Robert J. Plemmons, 2014-05-10 Nonnegative Matrices in the Mathematical
Sciences provides information pertinent to the fundamental aspects of the theory of nonnegative
matrices. This book describes selected applications of the theory to numerical analysis, probability,
economics, and operations research. Organized into 10 chapters, this book begins with an overview
of the properties of nonnegative matrices. This text then examines the inverse-positive matrices.
Other chapters consider the basic approaches to the study of nonnegative matrices, namely,
geometrical and combinatorial. This book discusses as well some useful ideas from the algebraic
theory of semigroups and considers a canonical form for nonnegative idempotent matrices and
special types of idempotent matrices. The final chapter deals with the linear complementary problem
(LCP). This book is a valuable resource for mathematical economists, mathematical programmers,
statisticians, mathematicians, and computer scientists.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Elementary Linear Algebra with Applications George
Nakos, 2024-05-20 This text offers a unique balance of theory and a variety of standard and new
applications along with solved technology-aided problems. The book includes the fundamental
mathematical theory, as well as a wide range of applications, numerical methods, projects, and
technology-assisted problems and solutions in Maple, Mathematica, and MATLAB. Some of the
applications are new, some are unique, and some are discussed in an essay. There is a variety of
exercises which include True/False questions, questions that require proofs, and questions that
require computations. The goal is to provide the student with is a solid foundation of the
mathematical theory and an appreciation of some of the important real-life applications. Emphasis is
given on geometry, matrix transformations, orthogonality, and least-squares. Designed for maximum
flexibility, it is written for a one-semester/two semester course at the sophomore or junior level for
students of mathematics or science.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Encyclopedia of Optimization Christodoulos A. Floudas,
Panos M. Pardalos, 2008-09-04 The goal of the Encyclopedia of Optimization is to introduce the
reader to a complete set of topics that show the spectrum of research, the richness of ideas, and the
breadth of applications that has come from this field. The second edition builds on the success of the
former edition with more than 150 completely new entries, designed to ensure that the reference
addresses recent areas where optimization theories and techniques have advanced. Particularly
heavy attention resulted in health science and transportation, with entries such as Algorithms for
Genomics, Optimization and Radiotherapy Treatment Design, and Crew Scheduling.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Linear Algebra Elliott Ward Cheney, David Ronald Kincaid,
2009 Systems of linear equations -- Vector spaces -- Matrix operations -- Determinants -- Vector
subspaces -- Eigensystems -- Inner-product vector spaces -- Additional topics.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Applications of Nonlinear Analysis Themistocles M. Rassias,



2018-06-29 New applications, research, and fundamental theories in nonlinear analysis are
presented in this book. Each chapter provides a unique insight into a large domain of research
focusing on functional equations, stability theory, approximation theory, inequalities, nonlinear
functional analysis, and calculus of variations with applications to optimization theory. Topics
include: Fixed point theory Fixed-circle theory Coupled fixed points Nonlinear duality in Banach
spaces Jensen's integral inequality and applications Nonlinear differential equations Nonlinear
integro-differential equations Quasiconvexity, Stability of a Cauchy-Jensen additive mapping
Generalizations of metric spaces Hilbert-type integral inequality, Solitons Quadratic functional
equations in fuzzy Banach spaces Asymptotic orbits in Hill’sproblem Time-domain electromagnetics
Inertial Mann algorithms Mathematical modelling Robotics Graduate students and researchers will
find this book helpful in comprehending current applications and developments in mathematical
analysis. Research scientists and engineers studying essential modern methods and techniques to
solve a variety of problems will find this book a valuable source filled with examples that illustrate
concepts.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: The Graduate Student’s Guide to Numerical Analysis ’98
Mark Ainsworth, Jeremy Levesley, Marco Marletta, 2012-12-06 The Eighth EPSRC Numerical
Analysis Summer School was held at the Uni versity of Leicester from the 5th to the 17th of July,
1998. This was the third Numerical Analysis Summer School to be held in Leicester. The previous
meetings, in 1992 and 1994, had been carefully structured to ensure that each week had a coherent
'theme'. For the 1998 meeting, in order to widen the audience, we decided to relax this constraint.
Speakers were chosen to cover what may appear, at first sight, to be quite diverse areas of numeri
cal analysis. However, we were pleased with the extent to which the ideas cohered, and particularly
enjoyed the discussions which arose from differing interpretations of those ideas. We would like to
thank all six of our main speakers for the care which they took in the preparation and delivery of
their lectures. In this volume we present their lecture notes in alphabetical rather than chronological
order. Nick Higham, Alastair Spence and Nick Trefethen were the speakers in week 1, while
Bernardo Cockburn, Stig Larsson and Bob Skeel were the speakers in week 2. Another new feature
of this meeting compared to its predecessors was that we had 'invited seminars'. A numer of
established academics based in the UK were asked to participate in the afternoon seminar program.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Parallel Processing and Applied Mathematics Roman
Wyrzykowski, Jack Dongarra, Konrad Karczewski, Jerzy Wasniewski, 2012-07-03 This two-volume-set
(LNCS 7203 and 7204) constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 9th International Conference on
Parallel Processing and Applied Mathematics, PPAM 2011, held in Torun, Poland, in September
2011. The 130 revised full papers presented in both volumes were carefully reviewed and selected
from numerous submissions. The papers address issues such as parallel/distributed architectures
and mobile computing; numerical algorithms and parallel numerics; parallel non-numerical
algorithms; tools and environments for parallel/distributed/grid computing; applications of
parallel/distributed computing; applied mathematics, neural networks and evolutionary computing;
history of computing.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Fundamentals of Numerical Mathematics for
Physicists and Engineers Alvaro Meseguer, 2020-05-14 Introduces the fundamentals of numerical
mathematics and illustrates its applications to a wide variety of disciplines in physics and
engineering Applying numerical mathematics to solve scientific problems, this book helps readers
understand the mathematical and algorithmic elements that lie beneath numerical and
computational methodologies in order to determine the suitability of certain techniques for solving a
given problem. It also contains examples related to problems arising in classical mechanics,
thermodynamics, electricity, and quantum physics. Fundamentals of Numerical Mathematics for
Physicists and Engineers is presented in two parts. Part I addresses the root finding of univariate
transcendental equations, polynomial interpolation, numerical differentiation, and numerical
integration. Part II examines slightly more advanced topics such as introductory numerical linear
algebra, parameter dependent systems of nonlinear equations, numerical Fourier analysis, and



ordinary differential equations (initial value problems and univariate boundary value problems).
Chapters cover: Newton’s method, Lebesgue constants, conditioning, barycentric interpolatory
formula, Clenshaw-Curtis quadrature, GMRES matrix-free Krylov linear solvers, homotopy
(numerical continuation), differentiation matrices for boundary value problems, Runge-Kutta and
linear multistep formulas for initial value problems. Each section concludes with Matlab hands-on
computer practicals and problem and exercise sets. This book: Provides a modern perspective of
numerical mathematics by introducing top-notch techniques currently used by numerical analysts
Contains two parts, each of which has been designed as a one-semester course Includes
computational practicals in Matlab (with solutions) at the end of each section for the instructor to
monitor the student's progress through potential exams or short projects Contains problem and
exercise sets (also with solutions) at the end of each section Fundamentals of Numerical
Mathematics for Physicists and Engineers is an excellent book for advanced undergraduate or
graduate students in physics, mathematics, or engineering. It will also benefit students in other
scientific fields in which numerical methods may be required such as chemistry or biology.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Computational Science and Its Applications – ICCSA
2022 Workshops Osvaldo Gervasi, Beniamino Murgante, Sanjay Misra, Ana Maria A. C. Rocha,
Chiara Garau, 2022-08-03 The eight-volume set LNCS 13375 – 13382 constitutes the proceedings of
the 22nd International Conference on Computational Science and Its Applications, ICCSA 2022,
which was held in Malaga, Spain during July 4 – 7, 2022. The first two volumes contain the
proceedings from ICCSA 2022, which are the 57 full and 24 short papers presented in these books
were carefully reviewed and selected from 279 submissions. The other six volumes present the
workshop proceedings, containing 285 papers out of 815 submissions. These six volumes includes
the proceedings of the following workshops: ​ Advances in Artificial Intelligence Learning
Technologies: Blended Learning, STEM, Computational Thinking and Coding (AAILT 2022);
Workshop on Advancements in Applied Machine-learning and Data Analytics (AAMDA 2022);
Advances in information Systems and Technologies for Emergency management, risk assessment
and mitigation based on the Resilience (ASTER 2022); Advances in Web Based Learning (AWBL
2022); Blockchain and Distributed Ledgers: Technologies and Applications (BDLTA 2022); Bio and
Neuro inspired Computing and Applications (BIONCA 2022); Configurational Analysis For Cities (CA
Cities 2022); Computational and Applied Mathematics (CAM 2022), Computational and Applied
Statistics (CAS 2022); Computational Mathematics, Statistics and Information Management
(CMSIM); Computational Optimization and Applications (COA 2022); Computational Astrochemistry
(CompAstro 2022); Computational methods for porous geomaterials (CompPor 2022); Computational
Approaches for Smart, Conscious Cities (CASCC 2022); Cities, Technologies and Planning (CTP
2022); Digital Sustainability and Circular Economy (DiSCE 2022); Econometrics and
Multidimensional Evaluation in Urban Environment (EMEUE 2022); Ethical AI applications for a
human-centered cyber society (EthicAI 2022); Future Computing System Technologies and
Applications (FiSTA 2022); Geographical Computing and Remote Sensing for Archaeology
(GCRSArcheo 2022); Geodesign in Decision Making: meta planning and collaborative design for
sustainable and inclusive development (GDM 2022); Geomatics in Agriculture and Forestry: new
advances and perspectives (GeoForAgr 2022); Geographical Analysis, Urban Modeling, Spatial
Statistics (Geog-An-Mod 2022); Geomatics for Resource Monitoring and Management (GRMM 2022);
International Workshop on Information and Knowledge in the Internet of Things (IKIT 2022); 13th
International Symposium on Software Quality (ISSQ 2022); Land Use monitoring for Sustanability
(LUMS 2022); Machine Learning for Space and Earth Observation Data (MALSEOD 2022); Building
multi-dimensional models for assessing complex environmental systems (MES 2022); MOdels and
indicators for assessing and measuring the urban settlement deVElopment in the view of ZERO net
land take by 2050 (MOVEto0 2022); Modelling Post-Covid cities (MPCC 2022); Ecosystem Services:
nature’s contribution to people in practice. Assessment frameworks, models, mapping, and
implications (NC2P 2022); New Mobility Choices For Sustainable and Alternative Scenarios
(NEMOB 2022); 2nd Workshop on Privacy in the Cloud/Edge/IoT World (PCEIoT 2022);



Psycho-Social Analysis of Sustainable Mobility in The Pre- and Post-Pandemic Phase (PSYCHE 2022);
Processes, methods and tools towards RESilient cities and cultural heritage prone to SOD and ROD
disasters (RES 2022); Scientific Computing Infrastructure (SCI 2022); Socio-Economic and
Environmental Models for Land Use Management (SEMLUM 2022); 14th International Symposium
on Software Engineering Processes and Applications (SEPA 2022); Ports of the future - smartness
and sustainability (SmartPorts 2022); Smart Tourism (SmartTourism 2022); Sustainability
Performance Assessment: models, approaches and applications toward interdisciplinary and
integrated solutions (SPA 2022); Specifics of smart cities development in Europe (SPEED 2022);
Smart and Sustainable Island Communities (SSIC 2022); Theoretical and Computational
Chemistryand its Applications (TCCMA 2022); Transport Infrastructures for Smart Cities (TISC
2022); 14th International Workshop on Tools and Techniques in Software Development Process
(TTSDP 2022); International Workshop on Urban Form Studies (UForm 2022); Urban Regeneration:
Innovative Tools and Evaluation Model (URITEM 2022); International Workshop on Urban Space and
Mobilities (USAM 2022); Virtual and Augmented Reality and Applications (VRA 2022); Advanced and
Computational Methods for Earth Science Applications (WACM4ES 2022); Advanced Mathematics
and Computing Methods in Complex Computational Systems (WAMCM 2022).
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Troubleshooting Finite-Element Modeling with Abaqus
Raphael Jean Boulbes, 2019-09-06 This book gives Abaqus users who make use of finite-element
models in academic or practitioner-based research the in-depth program knowledge that allows
them to debug a structural analysis model. The book provides many methods and guidelines for
different analysis types and modes, that will help readers to solve problems that can arise with
Abaqus if a structural model fails to converge to a solution. The use of Abaqus affords a general
checklist approach to debugging analysis models, which can also be applied to structural analysis.
The author uses step-by-step methods and detailed explanations of special features in order to
identify the solutions to a variety of problems with finite-element models. The book promotes: • a
diagnostic mode of thinking concerning error messages; • better material definition and the writing
of user material subroutines; • work with the Abaqus mesher and best practice in doing so; • the
writing of user element subroutines and contact features with convergence issues; and •
consideration of hardware and software issues and a Windows HPC cluster solution. The methods
and information provided facilitate job diagnostics and help to obtain converged solutions for
finite-element models regarding structural component assemblies in static or dynamic analysis. The
troubleshooting advice ensures that these solutions are both high-quality and cost-effective
according to practical experience. The book offers an in-depth guide for students learning about
Abaqus, as each problem and solution are complemented by examples and straightforward
explanations. It is also useful for academics and structural engineers wishing to debug Abaqus
models on the basis of error and warning messages that arise during finite-element modelling
processing.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Principles and Practice of Constraint Programming - CP98
Michael Maher, Jean-Francois Puget, 2003-05-20 Constraints have emerged as the basis of a
representational and computational paradigm that draws from many disciplines and can be brought
to bear on many problem domains. This volume contains papers dealing with all aspects of c- puting
with constraints. In particular, there are several papers on applications of constraints, re?ecting the
practical usefulness of constraint programming. The papers were presented at the 1998
International Conference on Principles and Practice of Constraint Programming (CP’98), held in
Pisa, Italy, 26{30 - tober, 1998. It is the fourth in this series of conferences, following conferences in
Cassis (France), Cambridge (USA), and Schloss Hagenberg (Austria). We received 115 high quality
submissions. In addition, 7 abstracts submissions were not followed by a full paper, hence were not
counted as submissions. The program committee selected 29 high quality papers after thorough
refereeing by at least 3 experts and further discussion by committee members. We thank the
referees and the program committee for the time and e ort spent in reviewing the papers. The
program committee invited three speakers: { Joxan Ja ar { Peter Jeavons { Patrick Prosser Their



papers are in this volume.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Handbook of Computational Statistics James E. Gentle,
Wolfgang Karl Härdle, Yuichi Mori, 2012-07-06 The Handbook of Computational Statistics -
Concepts and Methods (second edition) is a revision of the first edition published in 2004, and
contains additional comments and updated information on the existing chapters, as well as three
new chapters addressing recent work in the field of computational statistics. This new edition is
divided into 4 parts in the same way as the first edition. It begins with How Computational Statistics
became the backbone of modern data science (Ch.1): an overview of the field of Computational
Statistics, how it emerged as a separate discipline, and how its own development mirrored that of
hardware and software, including a discussion of current active research. The second part (Chs. 2 -
15) presents several topics in the supporting field of statistical computing. Emphasis is placed on the
need for fast and accurate numerical algorithms, and some of the basic methodologies for
transformation, database handling, high-dimensional data and graphics treatment are discussed. The
third part (Chs. 16 - 33) focuses on statistical methodology. Special attention is given to smoothing,
iterative procedures, simulation and visualization of multivariate data. Lastly, a set of selected
applications (Chs. 34 - 38) like Bioinformatics, Medical Imaging, Finance, Econometrics and
Network Intrusion Detection highlight the usefulness of computational statistics in real-world
applications.
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Algorithms & Architectures Tatsuo Ishiguro, 1993-01-01
  what is a pivot in linear algebra: Parallelism in Matrix Computations Efstratios Gallopoulos,
Bernard Philippe, Ahmed H. Sameh, 2015-07-25 This book is primarily intended as a research
monograph that could also be used in graduate courses for the design of parallel algorithms in
matrix computations. It assumes general but not extensive knowledge of numerical linear algebra,
parallel architectures, and parallel programming paradigms. The book consists of four parts: (I)
Basics; (II) Dense and Special Matrix Computations; (III) Sparse Matrix Computations; and (IV)
Matrix functions and characteristics. Part I deals with parallel programming paradigms and
fundamental kernels, including reordering schemes for sparse matrices. Part II is devoted to dense
matrix computations such as parallel algorithms for solving linear systems, linear least squares, the
symmetric algebraic eigenvalue problem, and the singular-value decomposition. It also deals with
the development of parallel algorithms for special linear systems such as banded ,Vandermonde
,Toeplitz ,and block Toeplitz systems. Part III addresses sparse matrix computations: (a) the
development of parallel iterative linear system solvers with emphasis on scalable preconditioners,
(b) parallel schemes for obtaining a few of the extreme eigenpairs or those contained in a given
interval in the spectrum of a standard or generalized symmetric eigenvalue problem, and (c) parallel
methods for computing a few of the extreme singular triplets. Part IV focuses on the development of
parallel algorithms for matrix functions and special characteristics such as the matrix
pseudospectrum and the determinant. The book also reviews the theoretical and practical
background necessary when designing these algorithms and includes an extensive bibliography that
will be useful to researchers and students alike. The book brings together many existing algorithms
for the fundamental matrix computations that have a proven track record of efficient implementation
in terms of data locality and data transfer on state-of-the-art systems, as well as several algorithms
that are presented for the first time, focusing on the opportunities for parallelism and algorithm
robustness.
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