pre algebra simplifying expressions

pre algebra simplifying expressions is a fundamental concept in mathematics that serves as a bridge
between basic arithmetic and higher-level algebra. Mastering the skill of simplifying expressions is crucial
for students as they progress through their mathematical education. This article will delve into the
techniques and strategies for simplifying expressions in pre-algebra, exploring various methods and
examples that illustrate the process. We will examine the importance of simplifying expressions, the rules
governing the simplification process, and common pitfalls to avoid. By the end of this article, readers will
have a comprehensive understanding of pre algebra simplifying expressions and be well-equipped to tackle

related problems confidently.
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Understanding the Importance of Simplifying Expressions

Simplifying expressions is a vital skill in pre-algebra that allows students to make complex mathematical
problems more manageable. The ability to simplify expressions helps in solving equations, performing
operations, and understanding the relationships between different quantities. When expressions are
simplified, they become easier to interpret and manipulate, which is essential for success in algebra and

beyond.

In real-world applications, simplifying expressions can lead to more efficient problem-solving strategies. For
instance, in fields such as physics, economics, and engineering, professionals often need to simplify complex
formulas to derive meaningful insights or solutions. Therefore, understanding how to simplify expressions

is not only a classroom skill but also a practical one that extends into various professional domains.



The Basics of Expressions

An expression in mathematics is a combination of numbers, variables, and operators (such as addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division) that represent a quantity. Unlike equations, expressions do not
contain an equality sign. Understanding the components that make up an expression is crucial for

simplification. The main elements include:

e Variables: Symbols that represent unknown values (e.g., X, y).
o Coefficients: Numbers that multiply the variables (e.g., in 3x, 3 is the coefficient).
o Constants: Fixed values that do not change (e.g., 5, -2).

e Operators: Symbols that show operations between the numbers (e.g., +, -, X, +).

By identifying these components, students can better understand how to manipulate and simplify
expressions effectively. Recognizing the structure of an expression lays the groundwork for applying the

rules of simplification.

Key Rules for Simplifying Expressions

To simplify expressions effectively, students must be familiar with several key rules. These rules serve as
guidelines that dictate how to combine like terms, which operations to perform first, and how to handle

parentheses. Here are some fundamental rules:

¢ Commutative Property: The order of addition or multiplication does not affect the result (e.g.,a + b =
b + a).

o Associative Property: The grouping of numbers does not affect the sum or product (e.g., (a + b) + ¢ =
a+(b+c)).

e Distributive Property: Multiplying a number by a sum or difference can be done by distributing the

number (e.g., a(b + ¢) = ab + ac).

e Combining Like Terms: Only terms with the same variable and exponent can be combined (e.g., 2x
+ 3x = 5x).



These rules are essential for simplifying expressions and will be utilized frequently throughout the process.

Understanding and applying them accurately will lead to successful simplification.

Common Techniques for Simplification

There are several techniques that students can employ to simplify algebraic expressions. These techniques
often involve applying the rules mentioned earlier and can vary depending on the complexity of the

expression. Some common techniques include:

1. Combining Like Terms

Combining like terms involves adding or subtracting terms that have the same variable raised to the same
power. For instance, in the expression 4x + 5x - 3y + 2y, the like terms (4x and 5x) can be combined to
form 9%, while the terms (-3y and 2y) combine to form -1y. Therefore, the simplified expression becomes

9x - 1y.

2. Distributing Terms

Utilizing the distributive property allows students to remove parentheses and simplify expressions. For
example, in the expression 3(x + 4), applying the distributive property results in 3x + 12. This technique is

particularly useful when dealing with expressions that involve multiplication across sums or differences.

3. Factoring

Factoring can also be a powerful technique for simplification, especially when dealing with quadratic
expressions or polynomials. For instance, the expression x"2 + 5x + 6 can be factored into (x + 2)(x + 3),

which can sometimes make further calculations easier.

Practical Examples and Applications

To illustrate the process of simplifying expressions, let’s work through some practical examples.



Example 1: Simple Combination of Like Terms

Consider the expression 7a + 3a - 5b + 2b. To simplify this:

e Combine like terms for 'a": 7a + 3a = 10a

e Combine like terms for 'b": -5b + 2b = -3b

The simplified expression is 10a - 3b.
Example 2: Using the Distributive Property
For the expression 4(2x + 3) - 2(3x - 1), apply the distributive property:

e Distribute 4: 8x + 12

e Distribute -2: -6x + 2

The expression now looks like 8x + 12 - 6x + 2. Combine like terms:

e 8x - 6x = 2x

e 12+2=14

The final simplified expression is 2x + 14.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them

‘When simplifying expressions, students often encounter challenges that can lead to mistakes. Here are

some common pitfalls and tips to avoid them:



o Ignoring the Order of Operations: Always remember to follow PEMDAS (Parentheses, Exponents,

Multiplication and Division, Addition and Subtraction).

e Combining Unlike Terms: Ensure that only like terms are combined; for instance, do not combine x

and y terms.

e Misapplying the Distributive Property: Always distribute carefully to avoid errors, particularly with

negative signs.

By being aware of these common mistakes, students can take proactive steps to ensure their work is

accurate and efficient.

Conclusion

Pre algebra simplifying expressions is an essential skill that lays the foundation for advanced mathematical
concepts. By understanding the importance of simplification, familiarizing oneself with the basic
components of expressions, and mastering the key rules and techniques, students can confidently approach
a variety of algebraic problems. As they practice simplifying expressions, they will develop greater
mathematical fluency, which is critical for success in algebra and beyond. With diligence and attention to
detail, anyone can become proficient in simplifying expressions and applying these skills to real-world

situations.

Q What is the first step in simplifying an algebraic expression?

A: The first step in simplifying an algebraic expression is to identify and combine like terms. This involves

grouping terms that have the same variable and exponent.

Q: Can you give an example of using the distributive property?

A: Yes, an example of using the distributive property is simplifying 3(x + 4), which becomes 3x + 12 after

distributing the 3 to both terms inside the parentheses.

Q What does it mean to factor an expression?

A: Factoring an expression means breaking it down into simpler components or factors that, when

multiplied together, give the original expression. For example, x"2 + 5x + 6 can be factored into (x + 2)(x +



Q Why is it important to follow the order of operations?

A: Following the order of operations is crucial because it ensures that expressions are simplified correctly.

Failing to do so can lead to incorrect results.

Q How can I practice simplifying expressions effectively?

A: To practice simplifying expressions effectively, work on exercises that involve various types of

expressions, use online resources for additional problems, and review answers to understand any mistakes.

Q What are some common mistakes when simplifying expressions?

A: Common mistakes include combining unlike terms, misapplying the distributive property, and

neglecting the order of operations, which can lead to incorrect simplifications.

Q: Is simplifying expressions useful in real life?

A: Yes, simplifying expressions is useful in real life, especially in fields such as finance, engineering, and

science, where complex calculations and formulas are often simplified for analysis and decision-making.

Q How do you know if an expression is fully simplified?

A: An expression is fully simplified when no like terms remain, parentheses have been eliminated, and

there are no further operations that can be performed.

Q What are like terms in algebra?

A: Like terms in algebra are terms that have the same variable raised to the same power. For example, 3x

and 5x are like terms, while 3x and 4y are not.

Q What is the difference between an expression and an equation?

A: An expression is a combination of numbers, variables, and operators without an equality sign, while an

equation is a statement that two expressions are equal, indicated by an equality sign.
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2013-09-18 Master the building blocks of mathematics! Not everyone is born a math whiz.
Sometimes, all you need is a little extra help and practice to improve your comprehension. If you're a
student encountering complex math for the first time, a parent wanting to help with homework, or
an adult returning to school, The Everything Guide to Pre-Algebra is perfect for you. This essential
guide uses simple explanations, step-by-step examples, and lots of review exercises to cover all the
pre-algebra basics, including: Rational and irrational numbers Fractions, decimals, and percents
Variables and functions Expressions and equations Number properties Inequalities Absolute values
Plane geometry With unique study strategies and proven test-taking tips, The Everything Guide to
Pre-Algebra will help boost your math knowledge--and your confidence--one right answer at a time.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Basic Math & Pre-Algebra Workbook For Dummies
with Online Practice Mark Zegarelli, 2017-04-17 Master the fundamentals first for a smoother ride
through math Basic Math & Pre-Algebra Workbook For Dummies is your ticket to finally getting a
handle on math! Designed to help you strengthen your weak spots and pinpoint problem areas, this
book provides hundreds of practice problems to help you get over the hump. Each section includes a
brief review of key concepts and full explanations for every practice problem, so you'll always know
exactly where you went wrong. The companion website gives you access to quizzes for each chapter,
so you can test your understanding and identify your sticking points before moving on to the next
topic. You'll brush up on the rules of basic operations, and then learn what to do when the numbers
just won't behave—negative numbers, inequalities, algebraic expressions, scientific notation, and
other tricky situations will become second nature as you refresh what you know and learn what you
missed. Each math class you take builds on the ones that came before; if you got lost somewhere
around fractions, you'll have a difficult time keeping up in Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry, and
Calculus—so don't fall behind! This book provides plenty of practice and patient guidance to help
you slay the math monster once and for all. Make sense of fractions, decimals, and percentages
Learn how to handle inequalities, exponents, square roots, and absolute values Simplify expressions
and solve simple algebraic equations Find your way around a triangle, circle, trapezoid, and more
Once you get comfortable with the rules and operations, math takes on a whole new dimension.
Curiosity replaces anxiety, and problems start feeling like puzzles rather than hurdles. All it takes is
practice. Basic Math & Pre-Algebra Workbook For Dummies is your ultimate math coach, with
hundreds of guided practice practice problems to help you break through the math barrier.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Basic Math and Pre-Algebra Workbook For
Dummies Mark Zegarelli, 2014-02-28 Basic Math and Pre-Algebra Workbook For Dummies, 2nd
Edition helps take the guesswork out of solving math equations and will have you unraveling the
mystery of FOIL in no time. Whether you need to brush up on the basics of addition, subtraction,
multiplication, and division or you're ready to tackle algebraic expressions and equations, this handy
workbook will demystify math so you can get back to having fun in math class. Properly use negative
numbers, units, inequalities, exponents, square roots, and absolute value Round numbers and
estimate answers Solve problems with fractions, decimals, and percentages Navigate basic geometry
Complete algebraic expressions and equations Understand statistics and sets Sample questions with
step-by-step explanation Answers to practice problems so you can check your work Let Basic Math
and Pre-Algebra Workbook For Dummies, 2nd Edition take the guessing out of math and help you
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discover your problem solving potential.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Pre-Algebra, Grades 5 - 8 Carson-Dellosa Publishing,
2008-12-19 A workbook of pre-algebra problems with answers included. Skills covered include:
adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing fractions and mixed numbers; converting fractions,
decimals, and percents; ratios and proportions; positive and negative numbers; adding, subtracting,
multiplying, and dividing integers and real numbers; expressions and equations; inequalities; and
coordinate grouping.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Basic Math and Pre-Algebra For Dummies Mark
Zegarelli, 2012-05-01 The fun and easy way® to understand the basic concepts and problems of
pre-algebra Whether you're a student preparing to take algebra or a parent who needs a handy
reference to help kids study, this easy-to-understand guide has the tools you need to get in gear.
From exponents, square roots, and absolute value to fractions, decimals, and percents, you'll build
the skills needed to tackle more advanced topics, such as order of operations, variables, and
algebraic equations. Open the book and find: How to find the greatest common factor and least
common multiple Tips for adding, subtracting, dividing, and multiplying fractions How to change
decimals to fractions (and vice versa) Hints for solving word problems Different ways to solve for x

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Algebra and Pre-Algebra Rebecca Wingard-Nelson,
2014-01-01 This book teaches and discusses variables, integers, expressions, and absolute values. It
also describes the order of operations and takes the reader through multi-step problems. It clearly
describes how things change and how things are related. It can be read from beginning to end or
used to review a specific topic.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Pre-Algebra and Algebra Rebecca Wingard-Nelson,
2012-01-01 This guidebook teaches readers how to solve multiple choice, short-answer, and
show-your-work test questions. They'll become comfortable with these skills so they're ready for
tests. A great book for students to use on their own, or with parents, teachers, or tutors. Free
worksheets are available on enslow.com.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: How to Succeed in Pre-Algebra, Grades 5-8 Charles
Shields, 2000-10 Includes materials on adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing positive
numbers; algebraic expressions; and solving and graphing equations.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Prealgebra & Geometry Denise Gaskins, 2021-02-23
Prepare students for high school math by playing with positive and negative integers, number
properties, mixed operations, algebraic functions, coordinate geometry, and more. Prealgebra &
Geometry features 41 kid-tested games, offering a variety of challenges for students in 4-9th grades
and beyond. A true understanding of mathematics requires more than the ability to memorize
procedures. This book helps your children learn to think mathematically, giving them a strong
foundation for future learning. Chapters include: * Number Properties: Master factors, multiples,
prime numbers, and logical deduction. * Integers: Explore the workings of positive and negative
numbers. * Operations and Functions: Stretch your mental muscles with games that require
algebraic thinking. * Geometry: Play around with area, perimeter, coordinate graphing, and more.
Math games pump up mental muscle, reduce the fear of failure, and generate a positive attitude
toward mathematics. Through playful interaction, games strengthen a child’s intuitive
understanding of numbers and build problem-solving strategies. Mastering a math game can be hard
work, but kids do it willingly because it is fun. So what are you waiting for? Clear off a table, grab a
deck of cards, and let’s play some math!

pre algebra simplifying expressions: U Can: Basic Math and Pre-Algebra For Dummies Mark
Zegarelli, 2015-08-10 The fun and friendly guide to really understanding math U Can: Basic Math &
Pre-Algebra For Dummies is the fun, friendly guide to making sense of math. It walks you through
the how and why to help you master the crucial operations that underpin every math class you'll
ever take. With no-nonsense lessons, step-by-step instructions, practical examples, and plenty of
practice, you'll learn how to manipulate non-whole numbers, tackle pesky fractions, deal with
weights and measures, simplify algebraic expressions, and so much more. The learn it - do it style



helps you move at your own pace, with lesson-sized explanations, examples, and practice. You also
get access to 1,001 more practice problems online, where you can create customized quizzes and
study the topics where you need the most help. Math can be hard — and the basics in U Can: Basic
Math & Pre-Algebra For Dummies lay the foundation for classes down the line. Consider this
resource as your guide to math mastery, with step-by-step help for learning to: Put numbers in their
place Make sense of fractions, decimals, and percents Get a grasp of basic geometry Simplify basic
algebraic equations Believe it or not, math can be fun! And the better you understand it now, the
more likely you are to do well in school, earn a degree, and get a good job. U Can: Basic Math &
Pre-Algebra For Dummies gives you the skills, understanding, and confidence you need to conquer
math once and for all.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Pre-Calculus Workbook For Dummies Yang Kuang,
Michelle Rose Gilman, 2011-03-16 Get the confidence and math skills you need to get started with
calculus Are you preparing for calculus? This hands-on workbook helps you master basic
pre-calculus concepts and practice the types of problems you'll encounter in the course. You'll get
hundreds of valuable exercises, problem-solving shortcuts, plenty of workspace, and step-by-step
solutions to every problem. You'll also memorize the most frequently used equations, see how to
avoid common mistakes, understand tricky trig proofs, and much more. Pre-Calculus Workbook For
Dummies is the perfect tool for anyone who wants or needs more review before jumping into a
calculus class. You'll get guidance and practical exercises designed to help you acquire the skills
needed to excel in pre-calculus and conquer the next contender-calculus. Serves as a course guide to
help you master pre-calculus concepts Covers the inside scoop on quadratic equations, graphing
functions, polynomials, and more Covers the types of problems you'll encounter in your coursework
With the help of Pre-Calculus Workbook For Dummies you'll learn how to solve a range of
mathematical problems as well as sharpen your skills and improve your performance.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: ACT Math Prep For Dummies Mark Zegarelli,
2024-05-07 Improve your score on the math section of the ACT A good math score on the ACT exam
can set you on the path to a number of rewarding college programs and future careers, especially in
the STEM fields. ACT Math Prep For Dummies walks you through this challenging exam section,
with simple explanations of math concepts and proven test-taking strategies. Now including access
to an all-new online test bank—so you can hammer out even more practice sessions—this book will
help you hone your skills in pre-algebra, algebra, geometry, trigonometry and beyond. Handy
problem-solving tips mean you’ll be prepared for the ever-more-advanced questions that the ACT
throws at students each year. Learn exactly what you’ll need to know to score well on the ACT math
section Get tips for solving problems quicker and making good guesses when you need to Drill down
into more complex concepts like matrices and functions Practice, practice, practice, with three
online tests If you're a high school student preparing to take the ACT and you need extra math
practice, ACT Math Prep For Dummies has your back.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Basic Math & Pre-Algebra For Dummies Mark Zegarelli,
2016-06-13 Basic Math & Pre-Algebra For Dummies, 2nd Edition (9781119293637) was previously
published as Basic Math & Pre-Algebra For Dummies, 2nd Edition (9781118791981). While this
version features a new Dummies cover and design, the content is the same as the prior release and
should not be considered a new or updated product. Tips for simplifying tricky basic math and
pre-algebra operations Whether you're a student preparing to take algebra or a parent who wants or
needs to brush up on basic math, this fun, friendly guide has the tools you need to get in gear. From
positive, negative, and whole numbers to fractions, decimals, and percents, you'll build necessary
math skills to tackle more advanced topics, such as imaginary numbers, variables, and algebraic
equations. Explanations and practical examples that mirror today's teaching methods Relevant
cultural vernacular and references Standard For Dummiesmaterials that match the current standard
and design Basic Math & Pre-Algebra For Dummies takes the intimidation out of tricky operations
and helps you get ready for algebra!

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Pre-Algebra Tutor Reza Nazari, Ava Ross, The Most



Effective Pre-Algebra Strategies Ever Published! All the Tools You Need to Succeed on the
Pre-Algebra test 2020! Feeling anxious about the Pre-Algebra? Not sure your math skills are up to
the task? Don’t worry, Pre-Algebra Tutor has you covered! Focusing on proven test-taking strategies,
easy-to-understand math principles, and professional guidance, Pre-Algebra Tutor is your
comprehensive study guide for the Pre-Algebra test! Each chapter includes a study-guide formatted
review and quizzes to check your comprehension on the topics covered. With this self-study guide,
it’s like having your own tutor for a fraction of the cost! What does the Pre-Algebra Tutor offer? -
Content 100% aligned with the 2020 Pre-Algebra test - Step-by-Step guides to all Pre-Algebra
concepts and topics covered in the 2020 test - Over 500 additional Pre-Algebra practice questions
featuring multiple-choice and grid-in formats with answers grouped by topic, so you can focus on
your weak areas - Abundant Math skill-building exercises to help test-takers approach different
question types that might be unfamiliar to them The surest way to succeed on the Pre-Algebra Test
is with intensive practice in every math topic tested—and that's what exactly what you’ll get! With
the Pre-Algebra Tutor, you'll have everything you need to ace the Pre-Algebra right in your hands.
Start studying today! This book is your ticket to ace the Pre-Algebra Test! Successfully Used by
Thousands of Students! Visit www.EffortlessMath.com for Online Math Practice

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Math Phonics - Pre-Algebra Marilyn B. Hein,
2004-03-01 Basic math skills to prepare them for algebra. Her fun methods and concrete examples
will help younger students begin to grasp the principles of algebra before they actually have to deal
with the complete course. Included are easy-to-understand explanations and instructions, wall
charts, games, activity pages and worksheets. As in all her Math Phonics books, the author
emphasizes three important principles: understanding, learning and mastery. Students will learn
about integers, exponents and scientific notation, expressions, graphing, slope, binomials and
trinomials. In addition to helpful math rules and facts, a complete answer key is provided. As
students enjoy the quick tips and alternative techniques for math mastery, teachers will appreciate
the easy-going approach to a difficult subject.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Pre-Calculus Workbook For Dummies Mary Jane
Sterling, 2019-04-02 Get a handle on pre-calculus in a pinch! If you're tackling pre-calculus and
want to up your chances of doing your very best, this hands-on workbook is just what you need to
grasp and retain the concepts that will help you succeed. Inside, you’ll get basic content review for
every concept, paired with examples and plenty of practice problems, ample workspace, step-by-step
solutions, and thorough explanations for each and every problem. In Pre-Calculus Workbook For
Dummies, you’ll also get free access to a quiz for every chapter online! With all of the lessons and
practice offered, you'll memorize the most frequently used formulas, see how to avoid common
mistakes, understand tricky trig proofs, and get the inside scoop on key concepts such as quadratic
equations. Get ample review before jumping into a calculus course Supplement your classroom work
with easy-to-follow guidance Make complex formulas and concepts more approachable Be prepared
to further your mathematics studies Whether you're enrolled in a pre-calculus class or you're looking
for a refresher as you prepare for a calculus course, this is the perfect study companion to make it
easier.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Basic Math & Pre-Algebra All-in-One For Dummies (+
Chapter Quizzes Online) Mark Zegarelli, 2022-04-19 Absolutely everything you need to get ready for
Algebra Scared of square roots? Suspicious of powers of ten? You're not alone. Plenty of school-age
students and adult learners don’t care for math. But, with the right guide, you can make math basics
“click” for you too! In Basic Math & Pre-Algebra All-in-One For Dummies, you’ll find everything you
need to be successful in your next math class and tackle basic math tasks in the real world. Whether
you're trying to get a handle on pre-algebra before moving to the next grade or looking to get more
comfortable with everyday math—such as tipping calculations or balancing your checkbook—this
book walks you through every step—in plain English, and with clear explanations—to help you build
a firm foundation in math. You'll also get: Practice quizzes at the end of each chapter to test your
comprehension and understanding A bonus online quiz for each chapter, with answer choices



presented in multiple choice format A ton of explanations, examples, and practice problems that
prepare you to tackle more advanced algebraic concepts From the different categories of numbers to
mathematical operations, fractions, percentages, roots and powers, and a short intro to algebraic
expressions and equations, Basic Math & Pre-Algebra All-in-One For Dummies is an essential
companion for anyone who wants to get a handle on the foundational math concepts that are the
building blocks for Algebra and beyond.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Painless Pre-Algebra Barron's Educational Series,
Amy Stahl, 2021-06 Presents a guide to pre-algebra using word problems and number puzzles, and
includes easy-to-utilize methods for solving equations and examples of using pre-algebra in everyday
life.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Pre-algebra Amy F.
Szczepanski, Andrew P. Kositsky, 2008 Presents information on the fundamentals of pre-algebra in a
concise, easy-to-follow manner and includes practice exercises throughout the book.

pre algebra simplifying expressions: Pre-Algebra Essentials For Dummies Mark Zegarelli,
2019-04-15 Pre-Algebra Essentials For Dummies (9781119590866) was previously published as
Pre-Algebra Essentials For Dummies (9780470618387). While this version features a new Dummies
cover and design, the content is the same as the prior release and should not be considered a new or
updated product. Many students worry about starting algebra. Pre-Algebra Essentials For Dummies
provides an overview of critical pre-algebra concepts to help new algebra students (and their
parents) take the next step without fear. Free of ramp-up material, Pre-Algebra Essentials For
Dummies contains content focused on key topics only. It provides discrete explanations of critical
concepts taught in a typical pre-algebra course, from fractions, decimals, and percents to scientific
notation and simple variable equations. This guide is also a perfect reference for parents who need
to review critical pre-algebra concepts as they help students with homework assignments, as well as
for adult learners headed back into the classroom who just need to a refresher of the core concepts.
The Essentials For Dummies Series Dummies is proud to present our new series, The Essentials For
Dummies. Now students who are prepping for exams, preparing to study new material, or who just
need a refresher can have a concise, easy-to-understand review guide that covers an entire course
by concentrating solely on the most important concepts. From algebra and chemistry to grammar
and Spanish, our expert authors focus on the skills students most need to succeed in a subject.
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Related to pre algebra simplifying expressions

Algebraic expressions - Edugas Simplifying expressions (BBC5y) Collecting like terms means to
simplify terms in expressions in which the variables are the same. In the expression \(5a + 2b + 3a -
6b\), the terms \(5a\) and \(+ 3a\) are like terms, as are \(2b\)

Algebraic expressions - Eduqas Simplifying expressions (BBC5y) Collecting like terms means to



simplify terms in expressions in which the variables are the same. In the expression \(5a + 2b + 3a -
6b\), the terms \(5a\) and \(+ 3a\) are like terms, as are \(2b\)

Algebraic skills Simplifying an expression (BBC5y) Two of the terms involve \(x\) and two involve
\(y\). Now we can combine the \(x\) terms and combine the \(y\) terms to get \(3x + 2y\)

Algebraic skills Simplifying an expression (BBC5y) Two of the terms involve \(x\) and two involve
\(y\). Now we can combine the \(x\) terms and combine the \(y\) terms to get \(3x + 2y\)
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